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yotirnai of a yo'umty in XJpftr-Virginiat 
in the Apelacbiatt Mountains, and to the 
Natural -Bridge* 

V-' 

FR C>M the mombnt the French troops 
were eftablilhed in the quarters they 
occupied in Virginia^ I formed the proje£t 
c^ travelling into the upper parts of that 
province^ where I was aflured that I fhould 
'find objetSs worthy of exciting the curiofity 
of aflrangerj and faithful to the principles, 
which from my youth I had lain down, 
never to negledt feeing every country in my 
Vol, II. B power. 
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power^ I burned with impatience to let out. 
The feafon however was unfavourable^and 
rendered travelling difficult and laborious ; 
befides. Experience taught me that travel- 
ling in winter never offered the greatell 
fatisfadion we can enjoy; that of feeing Na- 
ture, fuch as fhe ought to be> and of form- 
ing a jufl idea of the general face of a coun- 
tr}r i for it is ealier for the imagination to 
deprive a landfcape of the chamifi of fpring^ 
than to death with them, the hideous fke- 
leton of winter; as it is eafier to imagine 
what a beauty at eighteen may be at eighty, 
than to conceive what eighty was at 
e^hteen. — Monfieur de Rochambleau be- 
ing abfent likewiie during the month of 
February, and Monlieur le Chevalier de la 
Luzerne having chofcn the monthof March 
to pay us a vifit, politenefs and my duty 
obliged me to waittiill April, before I could 
begin my travels,— Qn f he 8 ih of that month 
I fet out with Mr. Lynch, then my Aid« 
de Camp andtAdjutant, now General;. Mr. 
Frank DiUon, my fecond Aidede Camp * and 
Mr. 

* Monfieur )c Baron dc MontcAjuieu went to 
Exirope after the fiege of York, and did not retuhi 
until the ;nonch of September following. 
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Mr. Ift Chevalier d'OyrS of the engin«rs *, 
fix fe;vants and a led horfe compofed our 
train : To that our little caravan coniifted 
of foar mafters, fix fervants, and eleven 
hurfes. I regulated my journey by th« 
fpring, and gave it time fufficicnt to pre- 
cede us. For though in the 37th degree 
of latitude^ one might expert to find it ia 
tKc month of April, I faw no trace of it 'm 
the \food through vrhich we pafied ; the 
verdnre being hardly difcoverable on the 
thorns, the fun notwith (landing was very 
ardent, and I regretted to find fummer ia 
the hdavens, whilfl the earth afforded not 
the fraallcft appearance of the fpring. The 
eighteen miles through which we paflcd, 
before we baited our horfes at Bird's tavern, 
were fufiiciently ICDown to me, for it was 
the fame road I tfavelled laft fummer in 
coming from Williamlburgh, The re- 
maining fixteen, which compleated ourdays 
work, and brought iis to Ntw-Kent -Court 
Hdufe, offered nothing curious j all I learnt 
by a converfation with Mr. Bird was, that 
he had been pillaged by theEnglilh when 
they . pafled his houfe in their march to 
Wejiover, in purfuit of Monfieur dc la 
' B 2 Fayette, 



vGoogIc 



'^ .TRAVELS IN 

Fayette, apd in returning.toWilliamfijur^, 
after endeavouring JQ. vain to conie up with 
him. . It was coniparatively nothing- to lee 
.their fruits, fowls and cattle carried away 
.by the light troops which formed the van- 
guard, * the army collefted what the van- 
guard 

* It is with great relu£bnce that truth compels 
me to confirm the horrid depredatHios committed hj 
the Englifli army in their prc^rcfs thraugh manj 
parts of America. Much has been faid on this fub- 
je£l,\i>oth in and out of parliament, but I am forry 
to fay, that future hiflorians of this unhappy war^ 
will find the fa3 too well eftabliflied to refufe a deci- 
Ave verdifi. Happy if tbi rtfult may tend, hence* 
forth to alleviAte the miferies of mankind, aod'ajt- 
tigate the horrors of a civil conteft. The wife of 
an Englifhman, one of the principal merchants of 
Philadelphia, having retired with her famity to the 
neighbouihood of Mouoibolfy in the Jerleys, afitir- 
ed me, that (he found the country in general well-af- 
fe£led to the Englifh^ until the arrival of their army, 
whofe indifcriminate and wanton enormities fooa 
alienated their moll zealous friends, for even the 
officers were contaminated with the infatiable fpirit of 
revenge and plunder. Amongft various anecdotes, 
Qic related to me the circumdance of the cruel trcat- 
inent of a lady of her acquaintance, who was devot- 
ed to the firitifli intereft, and gave up her houfe 
with exultation tof«neofficcis of Clinten'% amy in 
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guard had left, even the ofEccrs fcized the 
mm and all kinds of provUions, without 
paying a farthing for them j this hurricane 
wfiich deftroyed every thing in its paflage, 
was followed by a fcourge yet more terrible, 
a numerous rabble, under the title of Re- 
Jitgeet and I/cyali^t, followed the army, not 
to affiA in the field, but to partake of the 
B 3 ' plunder, 

their retreat frDtn Philadelphia. But not only was 
her zeal repaid with infult and her own houfe plun- 
dered i fhe had the mortificatian to fee it made 
^e receptacle of the pillage of her poorer neigh* 
hours, Obferving fome of the officers make frequent 
excurfioos, and return, followed'by foldlers, laden 
wth various articles, flie had at length the curioflty 
to paTs into the garden, and looking through the 
window, fawfour of them, ARi the Chaplain^ empty- 
ing a fack containing flockings, fhirts, Ihifts, coun- 
terpanes, iheets, fpoons, and women's trinkets. The 
bootj was regularly fhared, and the difttibution of 
thefe unhallowed fpoils, to her utter aftonilliawnt 
and horror, was no other than the minifter of virtue 
swd religion. The detail of this war it a hiftory 
«f fuch iniquity : was it poiEble tberefare to expeA 
a more favour^Ie termination of it, either on the 
principle of a Divine Proyidence, or of human 

fOnduA^ fi^ANSLATOR, 
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plunder *. The furniture and cloadiB of 

the inhabitants were in general the &le 

booty 

* The Loyalifts, no Joobt, no more merit indif- 
criminate cenfure than uiy other body of men ^ the 
Tranflator, who thinks he undcKlinds the ttue prin- 
ciples of Uberrjr, for which he has ever bees » zn- 
louB and unfliaken advocate, admits however, and 
tdmires the virtue, honour, and ftead&ft attachment 
of many illuftrious individu^ils to a caufe, dire^Iy 
deQrudivc of his own wiflics ; but with every fair 
allowance for the violence in&parablc from civil con^ 
tefts, he cannot help bearing his teflimonir to the 
wanton outrages canunittcd by an unprincipled ban^ 
ditti who attached themfelves to l;he rojal caufc, and 
branded jt with ruin and difgrace. The root ot this 
evil originated in the Bom-d of Lsyalijii ellablifiied 
by Lord George Germain at the in{ligation of bulk- 
ing Refugees, who flying themfelves, from the 
fcene of danger, tank up their reiidence in London, 
and were in the incefTant purfuitof perfonajand inte- 
relled vengeance. He does not alTert [hat their coun- 
cils loll America, but it is now pafl doubt, (hat they 
formed a ftrong fecondary caufe of precipitating that 
event, and of embittering the feparation. General 
Clinton, the whole army at New- York, can wil- 
nvfs the infolence and indirc£l menaces of this 
incorporated rabble pf marauders, in the affair 
of Captain Huddy, and the fubfequent claim of 
the Congrefs. Had the war continued, this im- 
perium in imptrio muft have been attended with the 
moft fatal confequences j this illiberal narrovf miiul- 
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hoatj leftto facisfy their avidity; after they 
had emptied the houfes, they ftript the pro- 
prietors ; and Mr. Bird, repeated with, in- 
digaatioD, that th^ had taken from him 
by force* the very boots from oiF his legs. 
In toy way hither I had the fatisfadion 
however of reckling to mind the &il pa- 
niihment inflided on thele robbers. Six 
miles from WilUamiburgh I pa0ed near a 
place where two crofs roads interfe£ling 
each other, leave an open fpaccj one 
leading to Williamfburgh, the other to 
yaims-ttmn. On the 25th of June, Mon- 
fieur de la Fayette here ojdered the van- 
guard to attack that of Lord Cornwallis j 
Sincot, who commanded it, was left behind 
to colled the cattle, wbilft Lord Cornwal- 
lis vas encamping atWilliamlburgh, where 
he arrived the preceding evening. Mon< 
fieur dc la Fayette's cavalry with ibme in- 
^try mounted behind them^ arrived foon 
B 4 enough 

cd fct of men, became the fpies and ccnfors of Brt- 
tifh policy, and Britifh condu£l, and the comman- 
der in Chief himrdf, was ftruck with horror at 
P-ni unenlightcQcd, blood-thiifty tribunal. 

Tkanslator. 
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enough to force Sincoe ifi an eagagemisnt^ 
and was foon after joined by the reft of tha 
American light infantry. -Sincoe foDgh| 
with difadvantage, . till Lord Cornwallis 
marchipg to his affiftancc, the Americans 
retired, after having killed or wounded neac 
150 men, with the Ipfs only o£-.feven or 
eight. CoXonxX But ler, an American officer, 
who Commanded a battalion of light in-i 
fantry, and Colonel Qalvan * a French of- 
ficer, who commanded another>diilinguilh- 
ed themfelves y^ry much on this occafion. 
The regolleiftion of this event, the prefage 
of that fuccefs which crowned our cam-* 
paign, employed my thoughts fo much the 
inore agreeably . the whole evening, as we 
had taken up our lodgings in a good inn> 
Vvhere jve were ferved with an excellent fup- 
per, fompofed. chiefly of flurgeon, an*d I 
bad t>vo kinds of fiih, at leaft as good ia 
Virginia ^^s in Europe, but which make 
their appearance only iP the fpring. 

The next morning I had an enjoyment 

ef another kind. I rofe with the fun, and 

whilft 

* The fame who arterwards fcot hi'mfelf at PhU 
ladciphia. - See notes to ill vol. Transiato*. 
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whilft breaikfaft was preparing, took a walk 
round thchoufej the birds were heard on 
every fide, but my attention was chiefly at- 
trafted by a very agreeable fong» which ap- 
peared to proceed from a neighbouring tree. 
I approached foftly, and perceived it to be 
a mocking bird, fainting the rifing fun. 
At firft I was afrai4 of frightening it, but 
myprefenceon'the contrary gave itpleafurej 
for apparently delighted at having an audi- 
tor, it fun'g better than before, and its emu- 
lation feemed to increafe, when it perceiviv. 
ed a couple of dogs, which followed me, 
draw near to the tree en which |t was 
perched. It kept hopping inceflantly from 
branch to brancb, Aill continuing its fong, 
for this extraordinary bird is not lefs re- 
markable for its agility, than its charming 
notes } it keeps pn-petually riiing and 
finking, fo as to appear not lefs the fa-* 
youritc of Terpfichore, than Polihymnia. 
This bird cannot certainly be reproached 
with fatiguing its auditors, for nothing can 
be more varied than its fong, of which it 
is impoffible to give an imitation, or even 
(p furnidi any adequate idea. As it had 
. every 
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every reafon to be contented with my ab» 
tcntlon, it concealed from me no one of its 
talents ; and one would have thought, that 
^ter having delighted me with a ctuicert, 
it was delirous of entertaining me with a 
comedy. It b^an to counterfeit diiferent . 
birds ; cbofe which it imitated the moil na* 
turally, at leaft to a ilranger, were the jay, 
the raven, the cardinal, and the lapwing *, 
It appeared de0rous of retaining jxte near it, 
for afte,r having lifteoed, ibr a quarter of 
an hour, on my return to the honie. It fol- 
lowed me, flying from tree to tree, always 
finging, fometimes its natural fong, at 
others, thofe which it had learned, in Vir-* 
ginia, and in its travels ; for this bird is 
one of thofe which change climate, altho' 
it fometimes appears here during the win- 
ter; As the next day's journey was to be 
longer than thatof the preceding one, weleft 
iVifW-K"^»^-Co«r/-i&«^beforecighto'clocfc, 
and 

. *' Or rather tbe paintsd plover, vhich is die lap- 
wing of America. It differs from ours, by its pliim- ' 
age, mixt with grey, white and yellow gilt j it differ^ 
alfo a little in its fong, but it has the Jhape and muH 
Otis, and is absolutely the fame fpecies. 
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and Eode twenty miles to N^vtcafihy where 
I reiQ^red to give opr horfes two hours re^ 
jwfe i the road was not fo level as that we 
^ad travelled the day before^ and was render- 
ed morc^grecable by being divcriiiied with 
iotac liitle hillocks . From the top of them 
you had a view to the diftance of fomemUes, 
ftnd.at.times one might perceive Pamunkty 
Ri\'er, which runs at the bottom of a 
dpsp valley, covered with wood. As you 
approach Newcaftle, the country becomes 
more gay. This little capital of a fmall 
"diftfift," .contains twenty-five or thirty 
houies, fome of which are pretty enough. 
When our horfes were repofed, and the 
■he« already troublefome in the middle of 
"the day, was a little abated, we continued 
ont joBfney, that we might arrive, before 
-dark, AtHanover-Court-Hou/e, from which 
Ttre were^yet fixteen miles. The country 
through which we paffed is one of the 
^neft of lower Virginia. There arc many 
.well cultivated eAateE,andhandrome houfes, 
■am6ngftothcrs,onebeiongingtoMr.j'oa«, 
filuated near the road, two miles from New- 
caftle, of a very elegant appearance, which, 
Ve were informed, was furnifhcd with in- 
finite 
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finite tafle, and what is ftill more uncora- 
mon in America, that it was embelliftied 
with a garden, laid Out in the EngU^ 
ilyle *. It is even pretended, that thisfcind 
of park, through which the river flows, 
yields not in beauty to thofe, the model o£ 
which the French have received from Eng- 
land, and are now imitating with Aiph 
fuccefs"!*, 

The 

* The Author has fmee feen this garden, whicb 
atiTwers the defcripcion given, and is really venr 
elegant. 

+ The gardens I have hitherto fe^n in France pro* 
fefiedly laid out on the Englifh model, are with great 
deference to the Author, but very uitjuccefsful imi^ 
tetiattj of the Englifh ilyle ; thofe of the Comtc dt 
Artois at Bagatelle, and of the Duke of Orleans at 
MeuJ/eaux near Paris, are indeed no imperfeft imU 
tations of Mr. Sterliag'i in the pomedy of the Claiv* 
defline Marriage, of the Spaniard's at Hampftead, qf 
Bagnigge- wells, or a Conunon CounciUman's re- 
treat upon the Wandfworth road. _ They prefent 4 
fantaftic, and ctouded groupe bf. Chioefe pagodas, 
gothlc ruins, immoveable vrindmills,' molehill- 
mounts, thirty grafs patches, dry bridges, pigmy ferr 
Dentines, coclclefhcll cafcades, and ftagnant duck- 
•poois. The gardens of the Tbuilleries and Marly, 
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Three miles from Hanover, there are 
two roads, that which we were to follow 
winds a Httje towards the north, and ap. 
preaches the Pamunkey. We arrived be- 
fore funfet and alighted at a tolerable' hand- 
' fome inn ; a very Urge falcon aiid^a cover- 
ed portico, are deMned to receive the com- 
pany who aiTemble every three months at 
the Coart-ieuje, either on private or pub- 
lic afiairs. This afylum is the more ne- 
ccflaiy, as there are no other houfes in the 
neighbourhood. Travellers make uie of 
thefeeftabliOiments, which are indifpeniable 
in a country fo thinly inhabited, that the 
houfes are often at a diflance of twoor three- 
miles from each other. Care is generally 
taken to plate the Court-houfe in the cen- 
ter of the county. As there are a great 
many counties in Virginia, they are feldom 
more than fix or feven leagues diameter j 
thus every man can return home after he has 
finiOied his affairs. 

The 

with all their undifguired, artificial labours, are at 
lead noble, magniHcent, and uCeful ; their terraces 
are grand, and their lofty Berttaui beautiful, and 
veil adapted to the climate. 

Translator. 
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The county of Hanover, as wetl^ as thzt 
of New Kent, had ftill reafon to remembc* 
the paffagc of the Englifh. Mr. TtigSmaB, 
our landlord, though he lamented his mis- 
fortune in having lodged and boarded Lord 
Cornwalli» and his retinue, without his 
Lordlhip's having made him the leaft re- 
compcnfe, could not yet help laughing at 
the fright which (he uncxpeded arrival o£ 
Tarleton fpread amongA . a conilJerable 
number of gentlemen, who had come to 
hear the news, and were alTembkd in the 
Court-houfe, A negro on horfebacjc came 
f^ill gallop, to let them know that Tarletoa 
was not above three miles off. -The refo- 
iution of retreating was foon taken, but the 
alarm was fo fudden, and the confufion fa 
great, thai every one mounted the firft horfe 
he could find, fo that few of thofe curious 
gentleman returned upon their own horfes. 
TheEngU(h,'who came from Weftorer, had 
paffed the Chilkabominy at Button' s-tridge, 
and direded their march towards the South 
Anna; which Mr. de la Fayette had put be- 
tween them and himfelf. 

. Mr, 
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Mr. Tilghoian having had time to 
renew his provifions fincc the retreat of 
Lord CornwaWis, we fupped very well, 
and had the company of Mr. Lee^ l«-othcr 
to Colonel Henry Lee*i who long com- 
inanded a legion, and often diftinguifhed 
himiielf, particularly In Carolina f . We 
fct 

• Colonel Harry Lee is a fmart, a£Hve young 
man, firfl coufia to Mr. Arthur Lee, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Lee, late Alderman of London. He rendered 
very eflential Cervices to his country, particularly in 
dw fouthern war. His corps was mounted on re- 
marlably fine, high-priced horfes, tnoftly hatF-blood 
£ngliifa Aalliont, and officered principally by his own 
ftmily and relation's. Had the war continued, there 
is every reafoo to believe that the American cavalry 
Would have taken fome confiftence, and have be- 
come very formidaMe in the field ; Mr. Tarlecon re- 
ceived many fevere checks in his exploits from the 
corps under Colonel WafllingCOin, and that of 
Colonel Harry Lee. Towards the clofe of the 
war, he had to encounter an enemy very different 
■from flying militia, and fcattered bodies of broken, 
half-difciplined infantry, of whom flaughtermay be 
lervice, butconqiieft no honour. Thanslatok. 

t Lord Cornwallis was unqueftionably the Eng- 
lilh General whofe courage, talenis and a^ivity, 
occafioned the greatefl lofs lo the Americans'; it is 
not altonifliing therefore he fhould not have infpir- 
ed them with fcntiments fimilar to ihofe of- bis own 
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fct oi|t ai.niOe the nejEt^pmfng, after hav* 
ing breakfafted much better than our horfes^ 
which had nothiag but oats, the couHtr}^ ; 
being fo deititute of forage, that it was not : 
poflible to find a truf$ of bay, or a few 
leaves of Indian corn, though we had: 
fought for it, for two miles round. Thread 
miles and a half from Hanover we crofled 
the South Anna on a wooden bridge. I 
obferved 

troopsi whofe aCMchment, and admiration of hit 
chara<£ler, were unbounded. Yet they never accuf- 
ed him of rapine, nor even of intereded views j and 
the complaints of Mr. Tilghman only prove the fad 
confequcnces of a war, in the courfe of which the 
EjigHfh fuflcred more from want, in the midft of 
their fuccefs, than in their difafters ; the former car-', 
rylng them far from the fleet, and the latter oblig- 
ing them to approach it. But the moft painful of 
thcfe confequences was the neceffitj which com- 
pelled a man of my Lord CornwaJlis's birth andcba-< 
rafter, to con'd}i£t, rather than command, a numerous 
band of traitors and robbers, which Englifh policy 
decorated with the namfe of Lojalijis. This rabble 
preceded the troops in plunder, taking fpecial care 
never to follow them in danger. The progrefs was 
marked by fire, dcvaftation, and outrages of every 
k'ind i they ravaged fomc part of America 'tis true, 
but ruined England, by infpiring her enemies with an 
iiieconcileable hatted. j 
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obferved that the river was deeply embank- 
ed, and from the nature of the foil conclud- 
ed it was the fame during a great part of its 
course : it appears to me therefore that 
would have been a good defence, if Men- 
fieur de la Fayette, who paflcd it higher up, 
had arrived in time to deftroy the biidgc. 
On the left iide of the river the ground rifes, 
and you mount a pretty high hill, the coun- 
try is barren, and we travelled almoil al- 
ways in the woods, till one o'clock, when 
wc arrived at Ofiy^ and alighted at Ge- 
neral Neljbn'&t formerly Governor of. Vir- 
ginia. I had got acquainted with him dur- 
ing the expedition to Yoric, at which cri- 
tical moment he was Governor, and con* 
du£);ed himfelf with the courage of a brave 
feldier, and the 2eal of fl good citizen. At 
the time when the Bnglifh armies were Car- 
rying defolatioti into the heart of his coun- 
try, and our troops arrived uocxpededly to 
fuccour and revenge it, he was compelled t^ 
exert every means, and to call forth every 
poffible refourcc, to affiA Monfieur de la 
Fayette to make fome refinance { and fur- 
nifli General Wafhington with faorfes, car- 
Voi. II. C riagca. 
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riages, aod provifions : but I am ibrry t4 
add, what will do but little honour to Vir- 
ginia, that the only recompcnce of his la*. 
hours was the hatred of a great, part. of bis 
fellow citizens. At the firft aiSembly of 
the province, held after the campaign, he 
experienced from them neither the fatisfact 
tion he had a right to expeft, at being freed 
from fervitude, nor that emulation which is 
the general confequeoce of iuccefV; but in* 
flead of thefe fentiments, fo natural in. fuch 
circumdances, a genera} difcontent ariUng 
from the neceffity under which he had of- 
ten laboured, of preffing their horf^s, car- 
riages and forage. Thofe laws and cuftoms 
which would have ceafed to exift by the 
■ conqueft of the province, were put in force 
againd its defender, and General r^elfbn, 
worn out at length by the fatigues of the 
campaign, but dill more by the ingratitude 
of his fellow citizens, rdigned the place 
of Governor, which he bad held for fix 
months, but not without enjoying the fa- 
tisfaftion of juftifying his condudi, and of 
feeing his countrymen pardon the tnomen- 
tary inj uries he had done their laws, by en- 
deavottring 
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favouring to fave the ftate. If to the cha- 
K&er 1 have juft given of General Nelfon, 
I (hould add, that he is a good and gallant 
man, in every poffible fituation of life, and 
has ever behaved with the utmoft politenefs 
to the French, you will be furprifcd that 
I (hould go to vifit him in his abfence, like 
Mathwin in the comedy of Rofe and Colasi 
for though I knew he was not at home, as 
I had met him near Williamfburgh, where 
he was detained by public bufinefs, the 
vifit I intended to pay him formed a part of 
my journey I undertook— bcfides that I was 
dcfirous of feeing his family, particularly 
his younger brother, Mr .William Nelfon, 
with whom I was intimately conneded at 
Williamiburgh, where he paflcd the greateft 
part of the winter. Qffly is far from cor- 
refponding with the riches of General NeU 
fon, or with Hs higlj confideration in Vir- 
ginia; it is but a moderate plantation, 
where he has contented himfclf with erea- 
ing'fuch buildings as are necelTary for the 
improvement of his lands, and for the ha- 
bitation of his overjeersi his general refi- 
deac9 \&9X. Tork^hM^ that be v^af obliged to 
C -a. - abandon: 
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abandon : and OiHy being beyond the South 
Aona^ and fituated far back in the country^., 
he thought that this lonely houfe would be 
at leaft a fafe retreat for his family ; it was 
not fecu'rc however from the vifits of Lord 
Corn wall is, who, in his peregrinations thro' 
Virginia, advanced even fo far, though 
without doing much milchief. In the ab- 
ience of the Genera], hi» mother and wife 
received us with all the politenefs, cafe, 
and cordiality natural to his family. 
But as in America the ladies are never 
thought fufficient to do the honors of the 
houfe, five or £x Nelfons were aiTembled 
to receive us; amongft others, the Secretary 
Nelfon, uncle to the General^, with his 
two fons, and two of the General's bro- 
thers. Thefe young men were all married, 
and feveral of them were accompanied by 
their wives and children, all called Nelfon, 
and diilinguifhed only by their chriftian 
names *, fo that during the two days which 
1 pafTed in this truly patrUrchal houfe, it 



• TTie French In general aflUme the rurname, 6f. 
which They chufe to be diftinguUhed in the world, 
fi> th»t the name wbicb». with us, is « real bond 
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t^as impoffible for me to find out their de- 
grees of relationfliip. When I fay that 
Ve pafled two dstjs in this houfe, it may 
be underAood in tlic moft literal fenfe, for 
the weather was fo bad, there was no pof* 
fibility of ftirring out. The houfe being 
neither convenient nor fpacious, company 
ailembled either in the parlour or faloon, 
efpecially the men, from the hour of break- 
faA, to that of bed-time, but the conver- 
sation was always agreeable and well fup- 
ported. If you were defirous of diverfify- 
ing the fcene, there were fome good French 
and Englifli authors at hand. An excel- 
lent breakfafl at nine in the morning, a 
fumptHous dinner at two o'clock, tea and 
punch in the afternoon, and an elegant 
little fupper, divided the day moft happily, 
for thofe vrbofe ftomachs were never un- 
prepared. It is worth obferving, that on 
this occasion, where fifteen or twenty people^ 
(four of whom were Grangers to the family 
C3 ot 

of affefiion, is foofi loft with dicm. I was long ac- 
gusinted with foitr brother^ ii| France, idthout 
knowing (hey were reUted to each other. 

Tkamslatox. 
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or country) were aiTetnbled together, and 
by bad weather forced to ilay within doors, 
not a iyllable was mentioned about play^ 
How many parties of triSirafy lehijl, and 
lotto wtjuld with us have been the eonfe- 
quence of fuch obftinate bad weather? per- 
haps too, fome more rational amufements 
might have varied the fcene agrceablyj hut 
in America, mufic, drawing, public read- 
ing, and the work of the ladies, ace re- 
fources as yet unknown, though it is to be 
hoped they will not long ncgleft to cultivate 
them J for nothing but ftudy was wanting tq 
a young Mifs ToUlver who fung fonao airs, 
the words of which were Englith, and the 
mufic Italian. Her charming voice, and tl^^ 
artlefs fimplicity of her finging, were a fub- 
ftitute for tafle, if not tafte itfelf; that na- 
tural tafte, always furc, whep conjfinc^ 
within juft limits, and when timid, in its 
weaknefs, it has not been altered, or fpoiU 
cd by falfe precepts and bad examples. 

Mifs ToUiver had attended her fiiier,Mrsi 
William Nclfon, tp Ofily, who had juft 
mifcarried, end kept her bed. She was 
brought up in the middle of the woods by 

hor 
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fccr fkther» a great fox-huntcr» confequent- 
ly could have learned to iing from the birds 
only, in the neighbourhood, when the 
howling of the dogs permitted her to hear 
them. She is an agreeable figure, as well 
«s Mrs. N«}fon her fifter, the' lefs pretty 
than a^ird daughter, who remained with 
her father. Thefe young ladies came often 
to Williamlburgh to attend the balls, where 
they appeared as well drefled as the ladies 
of the town, and always remarkable for 
tiieir decency of behaviour. The young 
nulitary gentlemen, on the other hand, had 
conceived a great affedion for Mr. Totliver 
their &ther, and took the trouble fometimes 
to ride over to breakfafi: and talk with him 
of the chace. The young ladies, who ap- 
peared fronltim* to time, never interrupted 
the converfation. Thefe pretty nymphs 
more tinud and wild than thofe of Diana, 
tfaoiigfa they did not condud the chace, in- 
^ired the tafte for it into the youth : they 
knew however how to defend thcmfelves 
iroiti fox-hunters, without deftroying, by 
Adr arrows, thofe who had the prefump- 
tion to look at them, 

C 4 After 
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Aftertbis little digre(non>wbich requirosi 
fome indulgence, I fhould be at a lofs for a 
tranjition tp^o^clniagiftrate, wbofe wl^te 
locks, noble Qgure, and ftature, which was 
above the conimpn lize, cpmofianded refpefil: 
and veperation. Secretary ^el/bTi,%o wham 
this character belongs, pwes this title to 
the place hp pccypied under tbe English 
Government. Jn Virginia ^hc Secretary, 
whoie office it was to preferve the regifter* 
of all public z&s., was, by bis place^ a meoQ^ 
ber of the council, of which the Governor 
was the chief. Mr. Nelfon, who held tbts 
pffice for thirty years, faw the morning of 
.that bright day which began to jbine qpop 
Jiis couptryj h? hw top thp ftorms arife 
^vhich threatened itj; deftru<^ion, though he 
neither endeavoured tp cplle^, pr tp^fo* 
pient them. 

Too far. ^vanced in age to dcfire a revo* 
lutiop, top prudent to check, this great 
pvent, if pecefiary, and too faithful to his 
countrymen tP fsparate his intereftfrom 
theirs, hg chpfQ the crifi; of this alteration, 
.tp retire frpqi pqbUc affairs. .Thus did Jm5 
opportunely quit the tbeatrc> when new 
■piecfl^ 
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l^ces demanded frefli aftors, and took his 
feat among the fpeftators, content to offer 
up his wiflics for the fuccefs of the Drama, 
^d to applaud thofe who afled well their 
part. But in the laft campaign, chance pro* 
4uce4 bin) on the Ccene^ and ipade him un- 
fortunately famous. He lived at TorJi, 
where he had built a very handfooje houfe, 
from which neither European taftc nor l«x-r 
ury was excliided j a chimney-piece an4 
fmue bafs reliefs of very fine marble, , ex~ 
iquiiitely fculptured, were particularly ad-* 
mired, when fate conducted Lord CoroT 
^all^s to this (own to be disarmed, as well 
&8 his till then victorious troops. Sepre-. 
tary Nelfon did not think it ij«?eflary to fly 
from the Englilh, to whom his conduct 
could not have made him difagreeable, nor 
^ave fiirniflied any juft motive of fufpicion. 
He was well received by the General, who 
eAabliihed his head-quarters in his hpufe, 
which was bujit on ^n ena^neiice, near the 
pipi]t fmportan^ fpftifications, and ip the 
pioft agreeable fituation of the town. It 
was the iiril object which ftruck the fight 
jts you approached the town, but in- 
ilea4 
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ilcad of travellers, it foon drew the atten- 
tion of our bombardiers and cannonier$« 
and was almoft entirely deftroyed. Mr. 
Nelfon lived in it at the time our batteries 
tried their firfl {hot, and killed one of his 
negroes at a little diflance from him ; {o 
that Lord CornwalUs was foon obliged to 
feek another afylum. But what'afylam 
could be found for an old man, deprivect 
of the ufe of his legs by the gout ? But, 
above all, what afylum could dtiTend him 
againft the cruel anguifh a father Qiuft feel 
ftt b?ing befieged by his own children ; for 
he had two in ttiie American army. So that 
every (hot, whether fired from the town, or 
from the trenches, might proveequally fatal 
to him ; I wafi witnefs to the cruel anxiety 
of one of thefe young men, when after th<; 
flag was fent to demand his father, he kept 
his eyes fixed upon the gate of the town, 
by which it was to come out, and fccmcd to 
expeft his own fentence in the anfwer, 
X-ord Cornwallis had too qiuch humanity 
to refufe A re<jueft fo juft, nor can I recol- 
?c£^,withoutemotion,themomcnt in which 
Ifaw 
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Jfaw this old gentleioai} alight at General 
Washington's. He was feated, the fit of the 
^ut not having yet left him ; and whilft 
we ilood around him, he related to us, with 
a fercne countenance, what had been the 
efftH. of oUr batteries, and how much .bis 
houfe had fuScred from the firft ihot. 

The tranquillity which has fucceeded 
ihcCe unhappy times, by giving him leifure 
to reflect ijpon his lofies, has not eqibittered 
the recoUedion ; he lives happily in one of 
bisplantations, where, in lefs than fix hours, 
he can afiemble^ihirty of his children, 
grand children, nephews, nieces, &c. a- 
mounting in all to feventy, the whole in- 
habiting Virginia. The rapid increafc of 
his own family juflifies what he told me of 
the population in general, of which, from 
the offices he his held all his life, he mui^ 
have it in his power to form a very accurate 
judgment. In 1743 the people fubje^ to 
fay taxts in the State of Virginia, that is to 
Jay, the white males above ilxteen, and the 
male and female blacks of the iame agei, 
ftpiopnted only to the number of 63,000 ; 
by 
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by his account th^ how exceed i6o>ooo*. 
After paffing two days very agreeably 
with this interefting family, we left them 
the 1 2th at ten in the morning, accom- 
panied by the Secretary, and fire or fix 
other Nelfons, who condui3:ed us to Lit- 
tle Rher Bridge, a fmall creek on the road 
about five miles from Offly. There 
W« ieparated, and having rode about 
eleven miles further through woods, and 
over a barren country, we arrived at one 
o'clock at fi^il/is's inn or ordinary; for the 
inns which in the other provinces of Ame- 
rica are known by the name of taverns, or 
public-houfes, are in Virginia called ordi- 
naries. This confined of a little houie 
placed in a folitary fituation in the middle' 
of the woods, notwithftanding which we 
there found a great deal of company. 
As foon as I alighted, I enquired what 
might be the reafon of this numer- 
ous alTembly, and was informed it was a 
eock-matcb. This diverfion is much in 
fafhion 

* This calculation is much below that given by 
«ther writers, and I have reafoB to believe that it i^ 
canfiderably below the mark, TttANSLA^oK, 
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hihlon in Virginia, where the EngHlh cuf- 
toms are more prevalent than in the reft of 
America. When the principal promoters 
of this divcHion, propofe to watch their 
. champions, they take great care to announce 
it to the public ; and although there are 
neither ports, nor regular conveyances, this 
important news fpreads with fuch facility,. 
that the planters for thirty or forty miles 
round, attend, fome with cocks, but all 
with moneyfor betting, which is fometimea 
«ry confiderable. They are obliged to 
bring their own proviiions, as fo many 
people with good appetites could not pof- 
fibly be fupplied with them at the inn. 
As for lodgings, one large room for the 
whole company, with a blanket for each 
individual, is fufficient for fuch hearty 
countrymen, who are not more delicate 
about the conveniencies of life, than the 
choice of their amufements. 

Whilft our horfes were feeding, we had 
^ Qpportunity of feeing a battle. The 
preparation took up a great deal of time ; 
they arm their cocks with long fteel fpurs, 
very fliarp, and cut off a part of their fea- 
therSf 
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thers, as if they meant to deprive theiii ot 
their armour. The ftakes vnre very con* 
£derable J the money of the parties was de« 
pofited in the handa.pf one of the principal 
perfons, and I felt a fecret pleafure in ob-* 
fcrving that it wa* chiefly French *, I 
knowr 

• The prodigious quantity of French monejr 
brought into America by their fleets and armies, and 
the loans made to CongreJs, together with the vaft 
return of dollars from the Havannahi and the Spa^ 
nithy Portuguese and Englifh gold which found it» 
way into the country from the Britifli line), render-* 
cd fpecie very plentiful towards the qoncluJion of 
the war; and the arrival of the army of theComte 
de Rochamheau was pinicularly (^portune, as it 
happened at the very diftreffing cfiliB of the death of 
the paper currency. The French money alone ia 
circulation in the United States, in the year 1782* 
was eftimatcd after very accurate calculations, at 
thirty -five ratllions of livree, or near a miUioa and 
a half flerling. Although it is impoffible to afcBT* 
tain with any degree of.preciHon the quantity of 
Britijh money circulating in the revolted part of the 
continent, under the forms of Spanish, Portugid, and 
Engliflj coin, yet fome general idea may be enter* 
tained that the quantity was very confiderable, from 
the following extraA from the fevatfi rtptrl ef tbt 
cemmijftenirt of public acceunls : " We obtained by re- 
" quifition from the office of the Paymafter General 
*«' of the forces, an account of the money iQued to 

5 
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fcnow Dot which is the. mofl ailionifbing, 

the iniipidity of fuch diverfion* or the ihi- 

pid 

** McSrs. Hartley and Drumrnond, purfuant to hl> 
" Majcfty's warrants, for the extraordinary fervices 
« of bis Majefty's forces ferving in North America 
" fram the ift of January 1776, to the ^ijl of Dt' 
** timhtr 1781. This fum amounts to 10,083)8631* 
** 25. 6d.— There arc two ways by which this 
" money goes from tbele remitters into the hands 
■* of their agents : tho one is by bills drawn by them 
** on the remitters, which bills they receive the va- 
<* lue for in Americaj and the remitters difcharge 
*' when prefented to iliem in London ; the other is 
•• by fending out allual tapy whenever it becotnes 
•', necefiiffy to fupport the exchange, by increafing 
** the quantity of current cafii in the hands of the 
•' agents." — ^Now the rotes of Parliament will fhcw 
the reader, the vail fums amually granted to Meflrs. 
Hartley and Drummond, for the fpecific purpofeof 
putchafing SpaniQi and Portugal gold alone, to fup< 
ply ** this quantity of current cafh," befides the 
vafl exportation of Englifli guineas: nor is it to be 
doubt^, that a great proportion of this fupply found 
its ivay into the heart of the United States, in re- 
turn for provifions, in payment of thnr captive ar- 
mies, Ik. Acc. The Britifli navy too ts not includ- 
ed in this eftimate. Great fiims'tis true, returned to 
Britain directly or indireSly for goods, &c. but 
much fpecie remained inconteftably in the country. 
With jefpeft to the Spanifii dollars from the Ha- 
Tuinidi and the Weft Indies, co.juft calculation cui 
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pid intereft with which it animates thd 
parties. This pafiion appears almofl innate 
amongft the Englilh, for the Virginians are 
yet Englifli in many refpcfts. Whilft the 
jnterefled parties ' animated the cocks to 
battle, a child of fifteen, who was near me, 
kept leaping for joy, and crying. Oh ! it 
is a charming dtverfiori. 

We had yet fcvcn "or eight and twenty 
miles to ride, to the only inn where it was 
poSible to ilop, before we reached Mr. Jef- 
feribn'sj forMr. deRochambeau, whohad 
travelled- the fame road but two months 
before, cautioned me againft Jleeping at 
Louifa Court'boufe, as the worft lodging he 
had found in all America. This public^ 
houfe is fixteen miles from Willis's or- 
dinary. As he had given me a very forci- 
ble defcription not only of the houfe, but 
of 

be formed, but the amount muft have been very 
confiderable, as they appeared to me to circulate in 
the proportion of at leaft three or fsur to tnt of all 
the other coined fpecie,-.>-When the Tranflator add- 
ed this note, he had not feen Lerd SheffieMi oh- 
fervations on the fubjcA, In thefe however, be 
thinks his lordfhip difcovers deep pnjudiaiy mixed 
with much excellent tcafoning and a great deal of 
truth; T&AHSLATOR. 
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£)f the landlord, I had a curiofity to judge 
bf it by my own experience. Under th« 
pretence of enquiring for the road, there^ 
fore, I went iii, and obferved, that there 
\ras no other lodging for travellers than 
the apartment of the landlord. This man» 
called yo&nfoH, is become fo monAroufly 
fat, that he cannot move out of his arm- 
chair. He is a good-humoured fellow, 
whofe manners are not very rigid* who 
loves good cheer, and all forts of pleafure, 
infomuch that at the age of fifty ^e has ia 
augmented his bulk, and diminished his 
fortune, that by two oppofite principles he 
is netf feeing the termination of both j 
but all this does not in the leafl: aSaOt his 
gaiety. I found him contented in hit 
strm-chair, which ferves him for a bed; 
for it ^ould be difiicult for him to He- 
down» and impofllble to rife. A ilool 
fupported his enormous legs. In which were 
Urge filTures on each fide, a prelude to what 
maft foon happen to his iwlly, A large 
ham and a bowl of grog ferved him for 
company, like a man refolved to die fur-* 
rounded by his-frlends. He called to my 
Vol. 11. D mind. 
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min^, in ihort, the country fpokcn of by 
Rabelais, where the men order their bellies 
to. be hooped to prolong their lives, and 
efpeciallj theAbb^, who having exhaufted 
every poffible refourcc, refolved to iiniih 
his days by a great feail, and invited all 
the neighbourhood to his biirjiing. 

The night was already clofcd in, whca 
we arrived at the houfe of Colonel Bofwellt 
a tall, flout Scotiinan, about lixty years 
of age, and who had been about forty years 
fettled in America, where, under the Eng- 
lish government, he was a Colonel of mi- 
litia. Although he kept a kind of tavern, 
he appeared but little pr^ared to receive 
ilrangers. It was already late indeed,. bc- 
iides^ that this road, which leads oiily to 
the mountains, is little frequented. He 
was quietly feated near the fire, by the fide 
of his wife, as old, and almoll as tall as 
himfelf, whom he diftinguiflied by the epi- 
thet of, " honey," which in French cor- 
refponds with man petit cteur. Thefe ho- 
ncft people received us cheerfully, and foon 
called up their fervant?, who were already- 
gone to bed. ^hilil they were preparing 
fuppcr. 
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fupper, we often heiird them call Ra^, Rafej' 
which' at "length brbughtto vieW the moft" 
hideous npgreft I ever beheld;- Our fujj- 
per was rather fcanty, but dur brtSkfait the 
next morrting betterj we had ham, butter," 
frefli eggs, and coffee by way of drink : fof 
the whiikey or corn-fpirits we bad in th# 
(tvemng, tnixt with water,' was very badf 
btffldfe thdt wte were^rfeaiy-racpnciled to 
the American cuftom of drinking coffee 
with meat, vegetables, or other _fpod, 

Wfc fet out. the next morning at eight 
o'dockfhaving learned nothinginthishoule 
worthy of rmiftrki except that notwith^ 
Handing the hak and robuft appearance of 
Mr. apd Mrs. Bofwell,.not one. of fou^teeq 
of their children had.atta^npd $]^a^eof teq 
years. We were ooW approaching a chain 
of mountains of confiderableh&igtet, ealled 
the Soutb-wejl mountains; becaufc they art 
the firft you fneet in travelling. weftward^ 
befor^^you arfive.^t the chain know^i ia 
France by the-ikame of the Apaiackiflnij and 
in Virginia by that of the BlueRldgc, North 
Ridge, and Allegany mountains. As the 
country was much covered with woods, we 
. D 2 , bad 
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had a view of them but very feldom ; and 
travelled b long time without feeing any 
habitation, ajt times greatly perplexed to 
^oofe among the different roads, which 
Crofifedeach 6thef *. At laft we overtook a 
traveller Ivho preceded us, and ferved not 
only as a guide, but by his company help- 
ed to abridge our journey. He was an 
IriibiHan -(", who though but lately arriv- 
ed 

* The difficulty of Jinding the road to many parts 
of America is not to be conceived, except by thofe 
ftnngerfl who have trayelled in that country. Tlis 
toads*, which are not through the woods* nut being 
kept in repair, as foon as one it in bad order, ano- 
ther ii made in the fame manner, that is, merely 
by felling the trees ; and the whole interior parti are 
fe covered, Au without a compafs it ii impoffible 
to have the leaft idea of the courfe you are fleering. 
The diftancet too are fo uncertain, as in eveiy coun- 
try where they are not meiU'ured, thatnocwoaccouatf 
refemble each other. In the back parts of Penfyl- 
Vartia, Maryland, and Virginia, I have frequently 
travelled thirty miles for ten, though frequmtly fet 
right by pa^ngers and negroes; but the great com- 
munications between the large towns, through all the 
well-Inhabited parts of the continent, are as prac- 
ticable and eafy as in Europe. Translatox. 
t An Irifhman, the inSant he fets foot on Ame- 
-xiean ground, becomet) ip/»/a£h, an American } this 
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ed in America, hid made feveral cam- 
paigns, and received a conJiderable wound 

was Bnifemdy the cafe during Che whxAe of the late 
war. Whilft EoglUbmen and Scotfmen were re- 
garded with jcstoufy and diftruft* even with the beft 
recommendation, of zeal and attachment to their 
canfe, a native of Ireland flood in need oT no other 
certificate than his dialed } his fincerity wat never 
called in ({uefiion, he was fuppofed to have a {ya^- 
{Mthy of fuffering, and every voice decided u it wvere 
intuitively, in his favour. Indeed their Cfinduft 
in the late revolution amply jiiftificd this favourable 
opinion ; for wbilft the Iriflt emigrant wai fighting 
die battles of America by fta and land, the Irifl^ 
naerchants, particularly at Charlcs-Town, Balcimort 
and Philadelphia, laboured with indefttigable zeal, 
and at all hazards, to promote the fpirit of enter- 
prixe, to increase the wealth, and maintain the 
credit of the country { their purfes were always open, 
and their perfon* devoted to the common caufe. On 
more than one imminent occafion, Congrefa' owed 
their exiflence, and America poffihly her preferva- 
tion, to the fidelity and firmners o[ jcba' Irifii. I 
had the honour of d^ing with the Irilh Society, 
compofed of the fteadieft whiga upon the coniinoit, 
at the city uvern in Philadelphia, on St. Patrick^t 
day; the membeis wear a medallion rufpended by 
a riband, with a very fignificant device, which baa 
cfcapcd my memory, but was fb applicable to the 
Awricsn revolution, that until I was aflured thM it 
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.ia Jii? thigh by ^ imaiquer b^Uj >vjifcfe, 
y^tbo^gh it could jDeyer be e:(trai^te4, bad 
^pot in the leaft afafted either his health 
or gaiety. He related his military exploits, 
-and. we es^uir^ immediately about the 
iDoufltry- which he then' inhabited. Heac- 
^iiaihtcd" fis that he was'Tettled iri North 
Caroiiaa, up\yards of eigJity miles from 
Catawiawi. -»nd were then .300.. from the 
Tea, - Thefeticweftablifhmen'ta are fo much 
the 'more interefting, as by their diftance 
from, all commerce, agriculture is tbqr 
fole reiburce } I mean thatpatfiarchaL agf b- 
culturej-whiefecohfifts'in prodacing only 
whatis fafficient for their own' cdhfump- 
tion, withQUt,,tbe hope of .either fale or 
barter. Thei^ Colonies iherefocc cnuft ne- 
- ceffarily 

TubAfted prior t» that erent, an^ had a reference only 
-to the epfffcSion of Ireland by b«r pilwerful fiftir, t 
Voncluded it to be a temporarjr illulton. Gensral 
Wafliingtofl, Mr. DickinfiMi, and other leading cba- 
n&eis, are adopted membcn of tttis Society, having 
■been tnkiated by -Hie ceremony of an ncccrior appli- 
cation of a whole bottle of claret pourM upon the 
bead^ and a.gchcrous libation to liberty and good liv^ 
4n^, t{ as many u tbe votuy ceuld carry off. . 

J THAHe&ATOft. 
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ceHkrily be rendered equal to all their wants. 
It is eafy to conceive that there is foon no 
deficiency of food, but it is alfo neceflary, 
that their flocks and their fields ihould fur- 
niOi them. with clothing; they muil ma- 
nufacture their own wool, and fiax, into 
clothes and linen, they mufl prepare the 
hides to make ihoes of them. Sec. &c *, 
as to drink, they are obliged to content 
themfelves with milk and water, until their 
apple-trees are large enough to bear fruit, or 
until they have been able to procure theni> 
felves ftills, to diftil their grain. — In thefe 
troublefomc times wc fliould fcarcely ima- 
gine in Europe, that nails are the articles 
the moft wanted in thefe new colonics : 
for the axe and the faw can fupply every 
other want. _They contrive however to 
ercdt huts, and conflrudl roofs without nails, 
but the work is by this means rendered 
much more tedious, and in fuch circum- 
D 4 fiances 

* It is a natural fuppofition that workmen of all 
forts (at Icaft the moft neceflary) fliould form a part 
of every new colony, and follow their particular 
tnde aa the moft beneficial employment. 

Translator. 
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fiances every body knows the value of time 
and labour. It was a natural queilion to 
a{k fuch acullivator what could bring him 
four hundred miles from home, and we 
learned from him that he carried on the 
trade of horfe-feUing, the only commerce 
of which his countFy was fufceptible *, 
and by which people in the moll eafy cir- 
cumftances endeavoured to augment their 
fortunes. In h€t, thefe animals multiply 
v^y faft in a country where there is 
abundant paflure; and as they are conduft- 
ed without any expence, by grazing on the 
road, they become the mofl commodious 
article of exportation, for a country fo far 
from any road or commerce. The convert 
&tion continued and brought us infenlibly 
to the foot of the mountains. On the fum- 
mit of one of them we difcovered the houfe 
of Mr. Jt:frerfon> which (lands pre-eminent 



* Conliderable quantities of peltry are likewife 
brought from the back puti of North Carolina ; aod 
] have met with (IriJigs of horfcs laden with that ar^ 
^iclcpaffing through Virginia Co Philadelphia from th*. 
4i$aQcc of Us. hu^fl^ed miles, 

Translator. 
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in thefe retirements J it was himfelf who 
built it and preferred this iituationj for al- 
though he poflefled confiderable property is 
the neighbourhood, there was nothing to 
prerenthimfrom fixing htsrefidencewhere- 
ever he thought proper. But it was a 
debt Nature owed to a philofopher and 
a man of tafle, that in his own poiTeinons 
he fhould find a fpot, where he might beft 
ftudy and enjoy her. He calls his houfe 
Mmticeiht (in Ib^ian, Littlt Mountain) a 
very modeft title, for it is fitoated upon a 
very lofty one, but which announces the 
owner's attachment to the language of Italy j 
and above all to the fine arts, of which that 
country was the cradle, and is ilill the afy-, 
lum. As I had no &^ther occafion for a 
guide, I feparated from thelriihman; and 
after afcending by a tolerably commodious 
road, for more than half an hour, we ar- 
rived at Monticelh. This houfe, of which 
Mr. Jefierfon was the architeA, and often 
one of the workmen, is rather elegant, and 
in the Italian tafte, though not without 
faulty it Qonfilis of one large fquare pavi. 
Uon> the entrance of which is by two por* 
ticoes 
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ttcoes ornamented witib pillars. The ground 
floor confifts chicBy ctf a very large lofty 
•falQon> which is to be decorated entirely 
in the antique ftyle: above it is a library of 
the fame form, two fmall wings, with only 
a ground floor, and attic ftory, are joined 
to this pavilion, and communicate with 
the kitchen, offices, ficc. which will form 
a kind of bafement flory over which runs 
a terrace. My object in this fhort defcrip- 
tion is only to fliew the diflerence between 
this, and the other honfes of the country; 
for we may fcfely aver, that Mr. Jefferfoa 
is the flril American who haa confulted 
the £ne arts to know how he ihould (bel- 
ter himielf from the weather. But it is 
on himfelf alone I ought to beflow my 
time. Let me defcribe to you a man, not 
yet forty, tall, and with a mild and plea- 
ting countenance, but whofe mind and un- 
derflanding are ample fubAltutes for every 
exterior grace. An American, who with- 
out ever having quitted his own country, is 
at once a mufician, fkilled in drawing ; a 
geometrician, an aftronomer, a natural phi- 
lofophor, legiQatpr, and ftatefman. A iena** 
tor 
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MDT of America, who &t for two years ia 
that famous Congre& which brought aboot 
the revolution; and which .is never oiea* 
tioned without refpeft, though unhappily 
not without regret :.z govcrocwaf Virginity 
who filled this difficult Aation during the 
invaiions of jirnold^ of PbitipSfOnd of Com^ 
wal/js i a pbilofopher, in voluntary retire- 
SKnt, from the world, and public bufineis, 
becaufe be loves the world, inafmucb only 
as he can flatter himfelf with being ufeful 
to mankind; and the minds of his country* 
nuQ are not yet in a condition either to 
bear the light, or to fuffer contradi£Hoo. 
A mild and amiable wife, _ charming chil- 
dren, of whofe education he himfelf takes 
charge, a houfe to embellifii, great provi- 
lions to improve, and the arts and fciences 
to cultivate ; thefe are what remain to Mr^ 
Jeflfcrfon, after having played, a principal 
(baraf^er on the theatre of the new worid^ 
■<-and which he preferred tothe honourable 
commifiion of Miniller Plenipotentiary ia 
Europe *. The vilit which I made him 
waft 

* Mr. Jefferfon having Hnce had tfae misfortune to 
)o(e bis wife, has at laft yielded to Uu iotreattei of 
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•was not unexpected, for he bad long fince 
iavited me to come and pafs a few days 
with him, in the center of the mountains j 
notwithAanding which I found his firft ap- 
pearance ferious, nay even coldj but be- 
fore I had been two hours with him we 
were as intimate as if we had palled our 
whole lives together; walking/ books, but 
^ove all, a converfation always varied and 
interefting, always fupported by that fweet 
fatisfa£tion experienced by two perfons, 
who in communicating their Sentiments and 
opinions, are invariably in unifon, and who 
underiland each other at the firft hint, 
made four days pafs away like fo many mi- 
nutes. 

This 

liis country, ancl acnpted the place of Mtnifttr Plv- 
nipotentiary at the court of France, and is nonr at 
Paris. It is neceflary to obferve that Mr. Jefier- 
fiu), who ju&Iy ftands in the highefl lituation ia 
America, was one of the five Minifters Plenipotco- 
tiary for concluding a peace in Europe, named by 
Congrefs full two yeait before it tooic place; MeflVs, 
Fnnklin, Adaan^ Lfurens, and Jay wei'e dii other 
fwr. 

X Tkahslatok, 
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This cooformity of fentiment? and opi- 
nions on which I infift, beqaufe it conili- 
tutejrmyowneulogium, (andfelf-loveraufl 
fomcwhcre fliew itfclf ) this conformity, I 
fay, was fo pcrfe^, that not only our taile 
was fimilar, but our predilediona alfo, 
thofe partialities which cold methodical 
minds ridicule as. enthuliaftic, whilil fen* 
iible.and anii^ated ones cheriih and adopt 
the glorious appellation. I recolledt with 
pleafure that as we were converiing one 
evening over a bowl of punch, after Mrs. 
Jefferfon had retired, our converfation 
turned on the poems of Offian. It wa^ a 
fpark of electricity which paHed rapidly 
from one to the otherj we recollet^ed the 
paflages in thoie fublime poems, which par- 
ticularly flruck-us, and entertained my fel-' 
low travellers, who fortunately knew Eng- 
liih well, and were qualified to judge of 
their merit, though they had never read 
the poems. In our enthuiiafm the book was 
fent for, and placed near the bowU vrhere, 
by their mutual aid, the night far advanced 
imper- 
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imperceptibly upon us. Sometimes natu- 
ral pbiloibphy, at others, politicks or the 
arts were the tcpicksofour coaveriiuion, for 
lio objedt had.efi:9iped Mr. Jefferibn; and it 
fecmed as if from bis youth he had placed 
his mind^ as he has done -bis houiie, on an 
eWated fituation, from which he might 
contemplate the univerfe. 

The only Granger whovifited us during 
our flay at Monticello, was Colonel Armani^ 
whbmlhave mentioned in my firft Journal; 
h&had been in 'France the preceding year 
with Colonel Laureas, but returned foon 
enough to be prfeftnt at the fiege of York, 
ti^here be marched as a volunteer at the 
atteck of the redoubts. His objedt in-go- 
ing to France,- wafi to purchafe clothing 
and accoutremerits Gompleat for a regiment 
he bad already tommanded, but which had 
foeto fo rodghly handled in the campaigns 
to the foutbward, that it was, necefiary to 
fofm it anew: he made the advance of the 
neceffaries to Congre^, who engaged to 
provide men and borfes. Charhttevilie, a 
riling little town fituated in a valley two 
leagues from Monticello, beibg the quarter 
a^gned 
6 
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alBgned for aflembling this legton» Colo- 
pel Armand invited me to dine with him 
the next day, where Mr. Jcfiferfon and I 
wcQt> and found the legion tinder arms. 
It is to be compofed of 200 horfe and 150 
foot. The horie was, almoft complex and 
very well moonted j the infantry was ^U 
feeble, bat the whole . wf re well clothed, 
well armed, and made a yety goodiappear- 
ance> We dined with Colonel Aroirand, all 
the officers pf his regiment, and a 'Ojalf he 
amuies himfelf in bringing up, which \% 
now tea months old, aod is as faaiillai^ 
mUd,andgayaSayoungdog{ heneverquits 
his maimer, and has conilantly the priritege 
<^ fiiu-ing his bed. . It is tp be wifhed that 
he]n9y.alway5aaAver.fo.goodan ediKationy 
and not refume his natural character as h? 
advapc<» tgf tnatufity,. He is not quite of 
the fame kind with oufs, his ikia isalmoH: 
black, and very glo^i Ifc has nothing 
fierce about the head,; ib that were- it not 
for his upright ears, and. pendent uil, one 
might readily taJce^Jiim for a dog- Per- 
haps he owes th« Angular advantage of not 
exhalipg a bad fmell, to the care which is 
taken 
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taken of his toilet j for I remarked that thtf 
dogs were not in the lead afraid of him, 
and that when they crofled bis trace, they 
paid no attention to it. But it appears im'- 
probable, that all the neatnefs in the world 
can deceive the inftinA of thole animals, 
which have inch a dread of wolves, that 
they have been obferved, in the King's gar- 
den at Paris, to raife their coats and howl 
at the fmell only of two mongrels, engen- 
dered by a dog and a Oie-wolf. I am in- 
clined therefore to believe, that this pecu- 
liarity belongs to the Ipecies of black wolf, 
fbr they have our fpecies alfo in America; 
and in Europe we may poffibly have the 
black kind, for fo it may be conjeftured 
at Icaft from the old proverb: " He is as 
ftiuch afrud of me as of a ^r^ wolf," which 
implies that there are alfo black ones. 

Since I am on the fubjeft of animals, I 
{hall mention here fome obfervations which 
Mr. Jefferfon enabled me to make upon 
the wild beafts which are common in this 
countty. I have been a long time in 'doubt 
whether to call them roebucks, ftags, or 
deer, for in Canada they are known by 
the 
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the firft name, ia the ^Uern proviiici:6 by 
the fecotidy And in the fouthern by the third. 
Sciidcs, in America, their nomencUtVires 
are fo insiccurat&t and their ob&rVations 
ib Oight, that ne information can he ac- 
quired by examining the people of thecoun- 
try» Mr. J<:Serfon amufed himfclf by raif- 
iog afcore of thefe animals in his parkj 
they ire become very familiar, which hap- 
pens to all the. animals of America; for 
they arein general much eafier to ume than 
tboft of Europe. He amufcs himielf by 
finding tfiem with Indian corn, of which 
the^ are very fond, and which they eat out 
of his hand. I followed him one evening 
into a dtcp valley, where they are accuf-- 
tomed to aflemble towards the clofe of the 
day, and faw th?m walk, run, and bound: 
but the more I. examined their paces, the 
Icls I was inclined to annex them to any 
particular fpecics in Europe; they arc ab- 
iblotely of the feme colour as the roebuck,' 
and never change even when they are tamed, 
which often happens to deer. Their horns, 
which are nevtr more thap a foot and 
a half loog, and have more than four 
Vo L. n. . £ branches 
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branches on each fide, are more open and 
broader than thofe of^the roebuck; they take 
an oblique direction in front j their tails are 
from eight to ten inches long, and when 
they leap they carry them almoft - vertical 
like the deer ; refembUng thofe animals not 
only in their proportions, but in the form 
of their heads, which are longer and lefs 
frizzled than thofe of the roebuck. They 
diifer alfo from that fpecies, as they arc ne- 
ver found in pairs. From my own obfer- 
vations, jn (hort,-and from all I have been 
able to coUedl on the fubjedt, I am con- 
vinced that this kind is peculiar to Ame- 
rica, and that it may be confidered fome- 
thing between the deer and roebuck*. Mr. 
Jefferfon being no fpor-tfman, and not hav- 
ing crolTed the feas, could have no decid- 
ed opinion on this part of natural biftory; 
but he has not neglected the other branches. 
I faw with pleafure that he had applied 
himfelf particularly to meteorological ob- 
fervation, 

* I have been lately afliired, tliat when thefe ani- 
mals grow oldt 'their horns are as large as thofe of 
the flag, but their flelh has certainly th; lanw tafte 
with that ef tkfi 4e«r jn £ii|^and. 
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iervalipn, which, in faft, of all the branches 
of philofophy, is the moft proper for the 
Americans tg* cultivate, from the extent of 
their country, and the variety of their fitu- 
2tions, which give them in this point a 
great advantage over us, who in other fc- 
fpe(fls have fo many over them. Mr. Jef- 
ferfbn has made, with Mr. MaJJt/hn, a well 
informed piofeiTor of mathematics, fpme 
correfpondent obfervations on the reigning 
winds at Williamjhurgb, and Monticello; 
and although thefe two places are at the 
diftance only of fifty leagues, and not fepa- 
rated by any chain of mountains, the dif- 
ference of their refults was, that for 127 
obfervations on theN.E. windatWilliamf- 
burgh, there were only 32 at Monticello, 
where the N. W. wind in general fuppHes 
the place of the N. £. This latter appears 
to be a fea-wind, cafily counteradted by the ■ 
flighteft obftacle, infomuch that twenty 
jtears fince it was fcarcely ever felt beyond . 
Weft-point j that is to fay beyond the con- 
flux of the Pawmunkey and the Matapony, 
which unite and form York river, near 
£ 2 thirty- 
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thirty-five miles from its mouUi.* Since 
the progrefsof population and agriculture 
has confiderably cleared the woods, it pc* 
netrates fo far as Richmond, wnich is thir- 
ty miles further. It may hence be obferv* 
ed, firft, that the winds vary infinitely in 
their obliquity, and in the height of their 
region. 

" • Tha rapid changes of the tnnpeFature of die air 
in America, and particularly to the fouthidardi sr* 
apt to deflro)' the beft European conftitutions. In 
the middle of the hottcA day in July and Auguft, 
when the heat was fo intolerable as almoft to prevent 
r^rpiratioii, I have frequently known the wind fliiA 
fuddenly round to the N. W. attended with * Uaft, 
fo cold and humidr as to make it immediately oe- 
cefTary to fliut, all the doors and windows, and light 
large ilres. It is impoJSble ^o conceive any thing 
more trying for the human body, relaxed and open 
at every pore, from a continuance of burning heat, 
than this raw, piercing wind, which blows over facfaL 
immcnfe bouodlefs trat^ of lakes and forefts j %\H 
the melioration of the climate, even from the par- 
tial, and comparatively inconfiderable deftru£lion or 
the'woods in many parts of the continent, is ib 
npid, as to be ftrlkingly perceptible even in thr 
courfe of a very few years ; and its lalubrity in prti-: 
pdrtiori to the progrefs of thefe improvements, will 
probably approach ' much nearer ^o thofe of Europe 
undef th« fame latitudes. ~ ~ Translatoa. 
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ttgion. Secondly, that nothing is more 
tfi&ntial than the manner in which we pro- 
ceed in the clearing of a country, for the 
falubrity of the air, nay even the order of 
the fcafons, may depend on the acccfs 
which we allow the winds, and the direc- 
tion We may give them. It is a generally 
received opinion at Rome, that the air is 
lefs healthy fincc the felling of a large fo- 
reft fituated between that city and Oftia, 
which defended it from the winds known 
in Italy by the names of the Scirocco and 
the Lihico. It is believed in Spain alfo, that 
ihe exceffive droughts, of which the Cafti- 
lians complain more and more, .^re occa- 
fioned by the cutting down of the woods, 
which ufed to attract and break the clovds 
in their paffage. There is yet a very im- 
portant confideratioH upon which I thought 
itniy duty to fix the attention of the learn- 
ed, in this country, whatever diffidence I 
may have of my own knowledge in philo- 
fophy, as well as on every orher fubje£t. 
The greatcft part of Virginia is very low 
and flat, and ib divided -by cceeks and great 
.rivers, that it appears abfolutely redeemet] 
E 5 from 
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from the fea, and an entire new creation j 
it is confequcntly very fwampy, and can' 
be dried oiily by the cutting down a great 
quantity of wood ; but as on the other hand 
it can never be fo drained as not Aill to 
abound with niephitical exhalations; and of 
whatever nature thefe exhalations may be, 
whether partaking of fixed or inflammable 
air, it is certain that vegetation abforbs them 
equally, and that trees are the moil proper 
to accomplilh this objeft *, It appears 
equally dangerous either to cut dowii 
or to preferve a great quantity of wood j 
fo that the beft manner of proceeding 
to clear the country, would be tp dif- 
perfe the fettlemcnts ag much as poffible, 
ahd to leave fome groves of trees ftanding 
between them. In this manner the ground 
inhabited would be alw^ays healthy; and as 
thereyet remain confiderable marfheswhich 
they cannot drain, there is no rifle of ad- 
mitting the winds tooeafily, as they would 
ferve (o carry off the exhalations. 

But 

* T^]s diTcovery %ia world f>we» t* Do^Qj 
Frsnklin. 
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But I perceive my journal is fomething 
like the conver&tion I had with Mr. Jef- 
ferfon; I pafs from one objeiS to another, 
and forget myfelf as I write, as it happen- 
ed not unfrequcntly in his fociety. - I muft 
now quit the Friend of Nature, but not Na- 
ture herielf, who expeds me in all her 
fplendour at the end of my journey j I mean 
the famous Bridge of Rocks, which unites 
two mountains, the moil curious obje^ I 
ever yet beheld, as its conftruftion is the 
moil difficult of folution. Mr. JeiTerfon 
would moil willingly have condu£led me 
thither, although this wonder is upwards of 
eighty miles from him, and he had oftea 
feen it ; but his wife being expcfted every 
moment to lie in, and himfelf as good a 
huiband, as he is an excellent philofopher 
and a virtuous citizen, he only a£ied as my 
guide for about fixteen miles, to the paC* 
iage of the littlp river Mecbmm, where wc 
parted, and I prdfume, to flatter myfelf, 
with mutual regret. 

We walked our hoxfes feventeen miles 
further in the deiiles of the weilern moun- 
tains, before we could find 9 place to bait 
£ 4 . them^ 
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them;, at hft w« Aopped at a little lonely 
^oufe; d Mr. M<k XMnnel's, an Iitlhmai)* 
where we found eggs^, ba^on* chickens, and 

vhiik?y, on which wc made an excellent 
. .repaft. He was an honcft, pbljgiog maa; 

.and bis wife, who had a very agreeable and 
Buld countenance, had nothing niftic ei- 

;ther in herconverfation or her manner. For 
in the center pf the woods, and wholly oc- 

'c^pilpd in rtiilic bu^efs, ^Vir-giniaanevw 
refenibles an European pesfant : he is aU 
'Ways.a freeman, participates in thegovern*- 
i3Qcnt> and has the command of a few ne- 
groes. So that uniting in himfelf the two 
diftinft qualities of citizen- and mafter, he . 
perfcijtly refemblcs the bulic of individuals 
who formed what were, called the people in 
the ancient cepublicsj a people very differ- 
ent from that of our days, though they are 
wry improperly confounded, in the A-ivo* 
lous declamations of our half philofopbers» 
^ho, in comparing ancient with modern 
times, have invariably miftaken the word 
people^ for mankind in general; and believ- 
ing themfelvefi its defenders, have beftowed 
their praifes pft thooppreStM-s of humanity* 
i ■ ... . .. - How 
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How many ideas have we ftill to reiftify ? 
How many words, the fcnfe of which is 
yet vague and indeterminate P The dignity 
of man has been urged a hundred times, ' 
and ^e expreflion is univerfally adopted. 
Yet after all, thedignityof man is relative; 
if taken in an individual fenfe, it is in pro- 
portion to the inferior clafies J the plebeian 
conilitutes the dignity of the noble, the 
Save that of the plebeian, and the negro 
that uf his white mafter. If taken in a 
general acceptation, it may infplre man 
with fentimcnts of tyranny and cruelty, la 
his relative fituation with refpeft to other 
animals j deftroying thus the general be- 
neficence, by counterafting the drdcrs and 
the views of Nature. What rfien is the- 
principle on which Reafon, efcaped from 
ibphifts and rhetoricians* may at laft rely I, 
The equality of rights; thcgcneralintereft, 
which aSuatcsallipriva teintereft,conneft- 
ed with the general good ; the order of focie- 
ty; as neceflary as the fymmetry of a bee- 
hive; &c. if all this does notfurnifli matter 
for eloquence, we muft confole ourfelves, 
and prefer genuine morality to that which is 
fallacious. 
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fallacious *. We had rcalbn to he content- 
ed with that of Mr. Mac Dornicl j he pre- 
sented us with the beft he Jiad, did not 
make us pay too dear, and gave us every 
inilruSion ncceffary to continue our jour- 
ney ; but not being able to fet out until 
half paft four o'clock, and having twelve 
jniles to go before wepailed the BlueBHtigest 
we were happy in meeting on the road with 
an honeft traveller, who ferved us for a 
guide, and with whom we entered into 
converiation. He was an inhabitant of the 
county of Augujta, who had ferved in Caro- 
lina 



* The Marquis de Cbafttttux has diftingnifliai 
Itimfclf very honourably in the literary vrorld by ie- 
veral produ&ions, but particularly by his treatife Di 
ta Ftlicite Puhli^ue, wherein he breathes the generous* 
enlightened Ii^nguagc of philanthropy and freedom. 
He was chofen a member of the French academy 
at a very early ag;e, by dint of hts own merit, and 
not by a court mandate, or intrigue ; and was, if I 
mjiah ml, when very young, in corrcfpondence 
with, and a favourite of, the illuArious Pope Gan^ 
gamlli. He has lately tranftated into French, Colo- 
nel Humphreys's poem, The Campaign, mentioned in 
the notes lo the fn& volume of this work. . 

Translator, 
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lioaas a common rj^ema A* t notwithftamU 
ing whicb> he wa& well mounted, and ap- 
peared much at his cafe. In America the 
militia is com|)ored of all the inhabitants 
without diilini^ioQ, and the officers are 
eJeaed 

* The riflemen are a Virginian militia, cranpoled 
of the inhabitants of the mounuins, who are all 
expert hunters, and mal^e ufe of tifle guns. To* 
wards the end of the war little ufe was made of then, 
ss it was found that the difficulty of loading their 
pieces more than equalled the advantages derived from 
their exa^nefs. The Americans had great number* 
of riflemen in fmall detachments on the .flanks of Ge- ' 
Dcral Burgoyne's army, many of whom took poll oa 
faigh treei in the rtar of tbitr own liiuy and there was 
Ibldom a minute's interval of fmoke without officers 
being taken off by fingle.fhoc. Captain Green of the 
31ft regiment. Aide de Campe to General Philips, waf 
Ihot through the arm by one of thofe markfaien at 
he was delivering a meflage to General Burgoyne. 
After the convention, the commanding officer of the 
riftemen informeif General Burgoyne that the fliot 
was ineant for him') and as Captain Green was feen 
to fall from his horfe, it was for fome hours b^iered 
in the American auny that General Burgoyne wu 
killed. His cTcape was owing to the Captain's hav- 
ing laced furniture to his faddle, which made hin 
to be miftaken for the General. General Burgoyne 
fays, in his Narrative, that not an Indian could be 
bi6u^t within the foiind of a rifle fliot. 

Trahilatqr. 
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e\e£Ud by tJiem without refpeft either to 
-fcrvice or experience. Our fellow-traveller 
bad been at the battle of Cowpens, where 
General Morgan, with 800 militia, entirely 
^feated the famous Tar/efon, at the head of 
bis legion* a regiment of regular troops, 
Mid of different pickets drawn from the 
■army, forming near 1200 men, of whoia 
upwards of 800 were killed or made pri- 
^ners *. This event, the moft extraordi- 
nary 

* LerJ CarnwaUit, in his atifwcr to Sir Henrf 
■CftHtm't Narrative, published in 1783, gives the fol* 
lowing ftatE of his army before the defeat of Tarleton^ 
and fubfequenc to that event, from which we ma/ 
authenticate the lofs of men, and deduce the tmpoitr 
»ncc of Morgan's victory to America, 
January J5tb, 1781, the rank and file of his Lord^ 
ihip's army was, 
Guards, - - . 6^ 

yth regiment, - ' - 167 

]6th, three companies, - - . 41 

23d regiment, - - 2S6 

33d regiment, - - 328 

71ft, ift battalion, « 249' . . 

71ft, 2d battalion, - %yf 

71ft, light comgany, - . 69' ; 

German regiaient of £ofe,. - 34.7 

Yagers, - - .. 103. ' j 

Carried over 2517 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 
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nary of the whole war, had always excited 

my curiofity. The modcfty and fimplicity 

with 

Brought over 9517 
Taiteton'f legion, - . 4^[ . 

N. Carolina volunteers, . 256 

Total before the battle, . 3^124 

iFAniary ift, 1781, after Ae defeat of Tarleton, 



Guards, . . ^ 


.690 


7th regtment, . 




16th, 


_-_ 


?3d, • - - . 


J79 


Si', 


334 


•jitt, ift battalion. 




7i«, 3d ditto. 


234- 


71ft, light company. 


_— . 




345 


Yap« 


97 


Tarteton's, legion 


174 


N. Carolina volunteers. 


2S7 



Total after the defeat of Tarletoa, .2440 

Total loft with the detachnnent of artillery 800 oufr 
•fiojomen, the real number of Tarleton's force. 

The tiameE of the regiments that have no numbets 
annexed to them in the laft column, are thofe which 
were totally de(lroyed,.thae is, killed, wounded, or ta- 
kes, in the battle of Cowpens, on the i^thof January^ 
between Morgan and Tarleton. Lord Cornwallis 
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■with which General Morgan gave the ac- 
count of it, have been generally admired. 
Bat one circumftance in this relation had 
always ailoiu&ed me. Morgan drew up 
his troops in order of battle, in an open 
wood, and divided his riflemen upon th& 
two wings, . fo as to form, with the line> a. 
kind of ienatUe, which colIctSed the whole 
fire, both direflly and obliquely, on the 
center of thcEnglifh. Rut after the firfl 
difchargc, be made fo dangerous a move- 
ment, that had he commanded the befl'dif- 
cfplined troops in the world, I flio'uld bo 
at 

In his Gazette account, immediately after the affur, 
ftated- the lofs. only at 400, but the truth at kngth 
appears, when the purpofes of mifreprcfentation are at 
an end, and the detaiLbecomes neceOiary to the Gene- 
lal's own honour. 

IjQrd Cornwallis, in his account of Tarleton's de- 
feat, mentions % yery honourable circumflance for the 
corps-'of artillery, but which was by no means unexa- 
aiineil by this braVe body of men, in feveral anions in 
Atneiica: be fays, ** In juilice to the detachment of 
if^al aitillery, I qiufl here obferve, that no terrors 
could induce them to abandon their guns, and they 
.were tfi/ cither lulled or wounded in defence of them." 

* TrAKSJuATOB. 
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at a lofs to account for it. He ordered the 
whole Hne to wheel to the right, and after 
retreating thirty or forty paces, made them 
halt> face-about, and recommence the fire. 
I begged this witoefs* whofe dcpofition 
could not be fufpedted, to relate what he 
had feen, and I found his account perfeA- 
ly conformable to Morgan's own relation. 
But as he could aflign no reafon for this 
retrograde motion, I enquired if the ground 
behind the firil pofition was not more ele- 
vated and advantageous, but he aflurcd me 
it was abfolutely the fame ; fo that if it wa^ 
this aftton which tempted the Englifh 
(whofe attack is not hot, but confifts in 
general of a briflc fire, rather than in.clof- 
ing with the enemy) to break their line* 
and advance inconfiderately into a kind of 
focus of {hot poured from the center and 
the wings, it depended on General IVIorgan 
alone to have claimed the merit, and to 
have boaftcd of one of the boldefl; flrata- 
gcms ever employed in the art of war. 
This is a merit however he never claimed, 
and the relation of this rifleman leaves no 
doubt with me, that the General, drqading 
the 
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the fiipefiority.of tbe Englifh, had at firft 
defigned to give up gradually the field of 
battle. And retreat to covered ground, more 
gdviantageous for inferior forces ; .but find- 
ing himfelfclofely preiTed, he had no other 
iefottr<e.but to rifk every thing and give 
battle on the fpot- Whatever vras the mo- 
tive of this fingular ifianceuVi*, the refuIC 
of it Was the defeat df Tarleton, whofe 
^oops gave way on all fides, without a 
poflihility of rallying them. Fatigued by 
a very long march, they were foon over- 
t^en by the American militia, who, a0iiled 
by.fixty horie under Colonel Wafhington, 
made upwards of 500 prifoners, and took 
two pair of colours and two pieces of 
cannon. 

It is natural to enquire how Tarleton's 
Cavalry were employed during the cngage- 
njent, and after the defeat ; whilft the in- 
fantry were engaged, they endeavoured to 
turn the flanks of General Morgan's army, 
but were kept in awe by fome riflemen, and 
by the American horfe detached by Colo- 
nel Wafliington, to fupport them, in two 
little fquadrons. After. the battle,- they 
fled 
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fled lull gallop, without ever thinking dT 
the in&ntty, or taking the leaft precau- 
tion to cover their retreat. As to the Eng* 
fi(h General, God knows what ticcatne of 
hifin* And this js that Tarleton who with 
GQn)w.aUis was ^-to Bnilh theconqueftof , 
Arficriqaj who Mftlh.CornwalUs bad re- 
ceive the thanks of the Houfe ot Com- 
mons, and whom all England admired as 
ihe hero of the'arrny and , (he, honour of 
the nation *. ' . 

In reflcftingQn the fate of war/Jct Uis re- 
coUedi, that two months -after this vifftory 

* Cdonel Tu\t!t6a hts ^vaa. £>'.'DiaD^ proofs, ^rat 
ouly of courage twfli'fif gteat bnvcry and'firn)nd% 
that every foldier ^ght' to fppnmt th& - ealogiuaM 
befiowed upon his vaktHFi fit w«rc!lo,be-wiAted thai 
he bad always madt^od/ufe'df tbofe. qualities, aid 
that be bad fliewn bUafelf as humaoc «nd fenfibl^, u 
brave and detecmincd. The defign of ttiefti nflcEtians 
U to (how, bow much the Englifb, in this war,, have 
been obliged to fwell their fucCcITes, and dimiiiiJ!h 
their defeats. The more rare they became, Ihe nisre 
fliey were difpoled to rolcmnjze (he former. Howe 
and Burgoyne were difgr'aced fur not conquering 
Ameiica, whilft others hue obtaiacd.pionwtioa for 
gaining fame rrifling adv^nti^;ei. . 

Vol. II. F gained 
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^ined by the militia * over 1200 veteran 
troops. General Greene, after having af- 
fembied near 5000 men, half militia, hailf 
continentalsj made choice of an excellen{ 
portion, and employed all the refburces of 
'military art, was beaten by 1800 men, 
abandoned by his militia -f-, and forced to 
limit 



. • Earl ComwallU in hii letter in the London Qa- 
zette of March ^t&t i78i)'fays that Morgan had with 
faint, *' By the beft accounts he could get, abouf 
500 men, Csntinsntal and Virginia ftate troops, '103 
cavalry under Cokinel WaJliingtan, and 6 or. 70a 
militiaj but that bod^ is fo fluctuating, that it is 
isipa'ttble to afcshain it* number wilbin /erne bun- 
4redsy for three A*y» foll«wiAg.'' This' account 
feems; to have been intended to ^alif;f the d^eat 
of Tarleton, who was a great-favourite; but the 
&& is nearljr as the Marquis de Chaftellux-ftates it, 
for Morgan had very few continentals with him, and 
his whole body did not exceed 800 men. 

■^ The returni of Lord Cornwallis's armjf J 
taken a fortnight before the battle were, ' i '3, 

The returns tevcntecn days after it, ' - 1723 

Hislofsconfequentlyniaybc ffatedatabout] , _ 
Ihediliitence, ' - - } «° 

Several attimpts hare been likewife made to prove 
that GeneftI Greene-had with him at Guildford an 
army of 9 or 10,000 men, but Lord Cornwaltis lyni' 
Mff in his letter to Lord Rawdon, dated Camp at 
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Hmit all his glory to the making the Eng- 

iifli pay 'dear for the field of battle; which 

Fa the 

Guildford, March 17, I78i» and publiQied in tlw 
Ltti^n Gazettt of May-io, 1781, exprefsly (aySf 
*' General Greene havinf; been vtr] eonfidtrablj rein- 
" forced from Virginia by gight months nun and na- 
" litia, and having coUeScd ftU tht mUtia tf ibit 
'*^ provinctt advanced with an *imy. oi ahattt 5 or 
" 6000 men, and 4 iix-poundcrs, to this j>lace." 
From tbiB vMjr^f^r/ account we m;^ tilled pret^ 
clearly the inditFerent compofition ~ of Gcficral 
Greene's force, andmuft render juftice to the fair- 
.nefs of the Ffench^Generars detail which calls them 
jooomcD, i&(7^ militia, itn^continentals ; andftatea 
the conquering army anly at 1800 men. The Tr^nt 
latoi hopes the reader will not find tbefe compa- 
rifons fuperfluous, as fuch fcrutinies teodtoeluc^- 
dite the tnterefting cvcnti of an ever njcmorable re- 
volution, and to ftilighten .hiftory. Gei^cal .Gat^a 
Utew'ed me, at his houfe in Virginia, a letter from 
General Greene, wherein he took occallon in the 
moft liberal tnanner to reconcile hijlri to the unTor- 
tunate affair of CamJea, by a detail uf tNe ^ad con- 
duijl of the /ami militia, at the battle 6t Guild/or J, 
the Sutaivs, iic. He touched upon the matter with 
a delicacy and condour. which did equal honour to 
his fenfibility and judgment. Such a tribute of Juf- 
tice from the oiRcer who had fuperfeded htm !n'*hii 
command, could not but be higKly grateful to Qe- 
iieml Gates, poflcfiingj.as he does, in the moft cmi- 
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tbe reftof his troops defended foot by fo<rtv 
fcnd yicldied with reluaahcfc *. Our^ooft*- 
vcr&itioa 

%Krht deg'rtCt the wariike fntnei, a pure diflnterd&4' 
attachment -to the cAfe of freedom, and all the ge- 
'nerbus fufbeptibllity of an amiable private gentw- 
taanl Whilft tindfer a cloua himfelf, I heaM hJ4 
^ith 'aAniratiori''urilformIy eJtpirtiatc with all thfc 
"diJRcfled ■wirtnth of pdbUe-Wrtufe tih flic fu'cbcffis W 
othijr Gtnerals, and inficad of jealous repining aMl 
Iflifgijft, t»iy Kft 1116^16 bf-^pplaufi: to the (fcerils 
Tcven Df t^'&fe lie cbuld^otlote, and prognolticati, 
'wit}t coiiiidehce, th% iinal faccih df Anierica. It^is 
vitii real joy therefore,. thn'I'&W his h(mo&r Vifl- 
Tdicated hj the deliReraieioiee^Con^reft, tiitftfcif 
Tcfloitd to hit- former na4, and th«it 'Ibrtnony 
-Which ntrer tKMilfl ha^e' 'b«en diftufbed, niMwdd 
"^tWcfcn ^iS true (Jatrldt and General Wafiiingtdn, 
uti^erwhom I Wft'him fccoKd in command at the 
camp at VeVpIanks on the Nbrtfc Riwr in Oiftober, 

1^82. ,T^ANSLATOK.- 

• Since the Journal was writteh, the authdr bfts 
tiad an opportunity of feeing General Morgan ; he 
is a man atbut ^fty, tall, arid of a very iriartial Ap- 
pearance. ' The fcrvices h^ rendered the ftkte'dU'riRg 
the war, were very numerous) and his profiolitdn 
rapid. It is pretended that he was formerly a carter i 
and from the time unacttuaintatice with the cuftoms 
and language of the countiy, another General is 
fxid to have been a fdrmtr, bccaufe he employed 
him&lf in cultivation, anda third to have 6eea « 

6 
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veri#tion on ipar aad battlp^ brought us to. 

the foot of d)e gaff or,' as it is called, th^ 

F 3 neck 

iKtcher, -becaufe \)t 4cait ifi cattle. General Mor- 
gia was Formerly engaged ia waggons, undettoolc' 
the traolport of goods lent by land, and often put 
himlelf at the bead of tbcfe little convoys. Tbe. 
Margui^ dc Ch— — , the fjrll time he had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing h>in, commanded, the French troops, 
in the abfence of the Comte de Rochambeau at Phi-, 
ladelphia, during the march from Williamfbiirgh t^ 
Baltimore. The Marquis de Ch— .wai then at 
Colchefter, with the firft divilion of the troops^ aU 
tcr paSng in boats the river wjiich runt near. th<^ 
town. Tlu carriages and artillciy had taken aiu>> 
ther road, to gain an indifferent ford. Genera^ 
Morgan met them when they were engaged jn a very 
parrow pa0age, and finding the carters did not un- 
derhand their bufinefs, be flopped, and fhewed then^ 
how they ought to drive. Having put everjc 
thing in order, he alighted at the Marquis's, an4 
dined with him. The fimpliciiy of his (leportment, 
and tbe noblenefs of his behaviour, recalled to min<^ 
tbe ancient Gallic and German chiefs, who, whcq 
in peace with the Romans, came to vifit and of- 
fer them affiftance. He cxpreQed a great attachment 
to the Frenicb nation, admired our tro(^i,:.and never 
ceafed looking at them; often repeating, that tba 
grcateft ple«fure of fats life would be, to Icrve iii 
numerous and brilliant armies. It.will eafily be con- 
jectured that his boft afked him many quellioo!;. 
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lieck of Roci-Fijh, which, in an extent 
of more than fifty milcs» is the only paf- 
fage 

particularly refpe£ting the if^'it of Cowpens. -His 
ia[wet confirmed what the rifleman had faid ; he- 
owned alfo very candidly that ihc retrograde move- 
ment he had made, was flot permeditated. 'His 
troops were intimidated, when thtTXngliOi, with 
note confidence than order, advanced to the at- 
taclc : obferving them ' keep their ranks, he fuff>;r- 
id them to retreat a hundred paces, and then com- 
Sianded them to hatt and face the enemy, as if 
file retrograde movecoent had been really precon- 
xerted *. Though this account, which is more re- 
Cent and furer ihan in the text, might render thofe 
icfieAioos ufelefs, it was thought proper to preferve 
then), becaufe on one hand they are not unintereft- 
ing to the foldler, amt on the other, they may teach 
fhilofi phers and critics to fufpefi thofe who have 
written hiflory ; above all, thofe who, like Titus Li- 
vius, CionyfiuE of Halicamanus, and all the copious 
tnd elegant hifioriang, delight in multiplying and 
■Mrying the defcriptions of battles j or, what is yet 
inoie reprehenfible, who like Frontin, Pollien, and 
other 

* Gcnanl MorgiD by Ant icUtTOoBy availing himfelF of the 
CtKuicfUitccs of bit very crilml poGtion, h« peihapi more ml 
peril, lhan if he bad reallj' pttfaacciveA the manouivre which 
hat given him fe much fame; a manceuvre, from which, unJdi 
jultified by » n?ce)Eiy fuch as hii, he had no ri);hi to expe£l fuc* 
eeft, in ihe fxe of »JiiIJiil enemy i but Tarleton never wat ( 
TaANSiATOH, 
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fage to crofs the Blue Ridges, at leaA in a 
carriage. We afcended very commodioufly* 
for about two miles, and on arriving at the 
top of the mountain, were furprifed tq 
fiod a little cottage lately built and inha- 
bited by white people. I enquired of nny 
fellow traveller what could engage them to 
fettle in fo barren and dcfert a place j he 
told me they were poor people, who expeft- 
^ to get fomc affiftance from paiTengers; 

I expc£ted .this anfwer, and was forry 
to find in a new country^ where the earth 
wants inhabitants, and agriculture, hands, 
white people under the neceffity of beg- 
ging. I flopped a moment to view the 
wild but uninterefting profpeiS of the weft- 
ern mountains, from the fummit of the 
Blue Ridges, But as the fun was near let- 
ting, I haftcned to reach the only inn where 
F 4 lodgings 

other compilers, borrow from hlflorians the events 
and ftratagems of war, which they endeavour to 
coilcfl. 

General Morgan has not ferved Hace the afiair of 
Cowpens; he lives in the county of Fairfax and on 
thecftate which he had cither purchafed or increafed, 
waiting till opportunity fiiall prefent him with fome 
command. 
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lodgings could be had, on tlk other fide of 
the' mountaJDS. Notwlthibuding which^ i 
flopped once more, npr had I any reafoa to 
regret it. My fervent always fbllowcd mc 
with 3 fowling- piece!, and as it frequeatly 
ittppeaed that I was obliged to alight u> 
&-9 at a partridge, or fojoie other game, our 
cODverfation did not prevent mc from bci- 
ing always upon the watch. I perceived a 
Urge bird which crofied the road; and by 
the inftin<5t of a fportfmah, I concluded it 
to be what the inhabitants of the moun* 
tains called zpkeafant, but which refembleG 
much more a •BBoodben. Ta alight, call 
my dog, and take my gun, was the .work 
of a moment; as I was preparing to fol- 
low the wQodben among the bufhes, one of 
my fervants pointed out to me two others, 
perched upon a tree behind him, and which 
looked at me.witli great tranquillity. I 
fired ai the one ncareft to me, nor did it 
require muchaddrefs to kill it. Except 
that it was perhaps a little bigger, it re- 
i^mbled the one I had feen at Nswport^ 
where theAmcricans carry them fometimes 
to market, in winter, v'hen they defcend 
, from 
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from die mountains, and are more eafily 
killed. This one, before^ it vw plucked, 
vas of the fi^ of a capga ; its |)2umage chi 
tibiq back and wings FeiemUed tiaat of a hen 
fiheaCaat, and, on the belly aad thighs, the 
large winter .tbru(h. It was bpoted lijce 
the rough-footed pigeon, to its feet, and 
the plumage of its head fonoed a kind of 
aigrette: take it altogether, it is a beauti- 
ful bird, and good eatingj but when ftript 
of its feathers, it was not larger than the 
red-footed partridge, or bartavelle. After 
ordering the woodhen I had killed, fpr fup- 
per, I tried to find the firft I had feen run 
iato the underwood. I raifed it once, and 
although I ran immediately, and had an 
excellent dog, it was impoiQble to find it ; 
thefe birds running very faft, like the phca* 
Iknt and the rail. The mode which the 
inhabitants of the mountains make ufe of 
to kill them, is to walk in the woods at 
run^rifingand fun-fetting, to attend to the 
Doife they make in beating their fides with 
their Wings, which may be heard above a 
mile; they then approach foftly, and ufual- 
ly find them fitting upon the trunk of fome 
old 
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old tree. It was perhaps tucky-that my 
(hooting did not continue with more fuc- 
ceis ; for it was almoft night, when we ar- 
rived at the ford- of South Rher^ and the 
waters, cdnfiderably augmented by the 
late rains, were very high. Iw^sproudof 
fording the ifamou5 Potowftfaci, which had 
taken mc an hour in-a boat, at the /erry of 
.Alexandria'*, 

Stiuth 

• In travelling from Frederick-Town tp LeeC 
burgh, in a fingle-horfc cbufe for one perfon, 
called in America a fuliy^ the Ibafts of niy carriage 
broke about a mile from the Potowmack, oh the 
^ary^and fide, and I was reduced to the neceJSty, 
having no fervani, of leaving it with all my papers, 
money, fire-arms, &c. and of mounting my horfe 
in fcarch of afiiftance, Night was coming on in a 
moll difficult country, to which I was ah utter 
flrangcr, and not even a negro-hut was ' to be met 
with. In thefe circumfta^ices I approached the 
Potowmack, on the other fide of which I difcover- 
ed a fmoke in the woods, which gave mc hopes of 
its proceeding from a houfe, but the river was near 
a inile broad, and my horfc barely fourteen hands 
bigh. Whilll I was thus (landing in fufpence, two 
travellers arrive on horfeback and piifh into the 
river, a litilc higher up. I flew to follow them, 
but fcarcely had they advanced one hundred yards 
bc&re they^Qtiuned, declaring it not fordable, and. 
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South river in fa£t is only a branch of 

the Potowmack* the fource of which is in 

the 

K> add to my diftrefi, they afiiired me that I was at 
a great difiance from any houfe oa that fide, but, 
cm the other, I Quiuld find an ordinary kept by s 
Scotfman. Tltey excufed ^emlelves from affift- 
ing me on the plea of urgent bufinefs, and lefit me 
-with the coofoling afiurance that the river might 
poffibly be fordable, though they who were inhabi- 
tants of the country, did not'chufe to venture iC 
Perceiving the bottom of a good gravel, and free 
frwn rocka, I attempted the paiTage as foon as they 
left me, and in about twenty dangerous and irkfome 
minutes reached the other fide, where I obtained the 
cheerful aid 0/ two native negroes at the Scotfman's 
hut, for it was no better, and recroffing the river, 
went in fearch of my broken carriage, ^rhich we 
found in fecurity. It was ten o'clock before I paQed 
the river a third time, always up to my waifl, and 
reached my quarters for the night, where at leaft I 
met with as hofpitable a reception as the houfe af- 
forded } but the confequence of this adventure, 
wherein 1 was fucce£vely wet and dry three times, 
in the hot month of July, was a fever and ague, 
which tormented me for five months. At Alexah- 
dria, about fifty miles lower down, the Potowmack 

rolls its majefiic flrcam with fublimity and grandeur, 
. fixty gun fhips may lie before the town, which ftands 

Hpon its lofty banks, commanding, to a great extent. 
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ths-QxoutainS; and like all Qtb^r rivers is 
humble in its rife; but it may bp Iqo^e^ 
upon as the proudeil of its branches, as at 
the dlAance of thirty leagues, it is above a 
mile broad,, and refembles more «n arm 6f 
it^ iw, than a river. Twahundred paces 
&am. thf Ibri^ bl^t piore th^n forty miles 
from t^ pkce' ^om which I fet out, I 
found the in;i which Mr. Jefferfon had dc- 
iipribcd to mci it vv^s one pf the worft iij. 
all America. Mfs. Teazc, the miftreft of 
the houfe, was feme. time fincc lefta widowi 
fhe appears alfo to be in faft the widow of 
her furniture, for furely never was houic 
fo ^adly furnilhet^. A folitary tin veflel 
was the only bowl £^r the family, the fer- 
vants and ourfclves ; I dare not fay for what 
otlier ufe it was propofed to us on our go- 
ing to bed *. As we were four mailers, 
without 

ibc Matter Auiie pf MaTyl^od, This £owp, whtch 
fluids above 2A0 mites from the fea, is rapidly on the 
incieaife, aod fiom the lavUb prodigality c^ N^tmi;, 
caiiDDit fail of bec;otmOg ooe of the firft citlei in (he 
mar world, Traksj-ATOK. 

* TbcMarquis'ft diftixTs <)n this occalion, remin4s 
me naturally of a fimilar, but flill fforfe fitua:ion,'m 



nigrJ^tJi-vGoOglc 



N OR'T H - A ME R-f G A. ff 

without "rtrkoning theriflefrran, wfeb had 
follcwetf/ ^a -whom t ■ had engagefl M 
fappcr, therhdlfefs and ttiefariiilywcpbttB-i- 
ligcd to Vefijgb to ns thfeff beds. But ■at the 
ThonicntWe were inclined 'ib-makeale o'f 
them, a tall young man entering th^lchiarh- 
febr, whtrfe we were a'ffemliled, opened * 
tilofct, ami tbo^ out of tt a little bottle. I 
■enquired what itvvaij it'is, faid he, fonwi- 
thing whicK'-thcBoftOT m -the neighbouiv 
hood has drdinirf tfe to .takt' everyday. 
And'forwytcomplMnt, faid i? Oh! not 
TtAuch, hByd^licd,' only a Sttfe itcb. I own 

wfatchlf^^^^f^WjBijr fewrn-from America 
towardE the en4 of the-war, with four'officcrs of the 
army of "the tWte ^e R6chambeau. Our captain 
being otli'gt'd'ibyiJehly to takfe -.Sdvarrtagc of one 6f 
.-Aife viokfit', Wi*'- «*««*■ wkich ilote JOB D«- 

-iember, m ^t. dear of the coafl^ befet^Wlth Nm- 
York i;rivaieei8, forgot aH his crockery ware, fo 
that in defaMlt of plates, mugs, &c. we were oblig- 
cd,'cJiiringy¥intcr*j^voyage of ^weii Wrti*, ttJ'a[>- 

■ply lW6"ftir"Jtfgs"\i*B had- ^urrhifed -to'Wtib ofcr 
cjil^, to eviJy" eft ; ■ aad, '». ifitc-of ttiy. r(flrtfen«- 

■timn, even . tp Tome 'purpqfc* i a(n unwiHiog -to re- 
peat ; for in-bad weather, thefe eKceilenl land-affctrt 
could not be prevailed upon to loolc on deck, 

Tkaksiator. 
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his confeffion was ingueauous> but I was by 
no means forry that I had Hieetsin my port- 
manteau. It majr eallly be imagined we 
were not tempted to breakfall in this houie. 
We ict out therefore very early on the I'Sth, 
in hopes (as we had been told) that ^ve 
Ihould find a better inn, at the diftance of 
ten miles, but thofe hopes werevain. Mr. 
Smith, a poor planter, to whom w-e were re- 
commended, had neither foi^ge for our 
horfes, nor any thing for ourfelves. He 
only aiiiircd us,; that eight miles further 
we (hould find a mill, the proprietor of 
which kept a public-houfe, and we found 
accordingly the mill and the miller. He 
was a youn^ man, twenty-two years of age, 
whdie charming face, fiiie teeth, red lips, 
and rofy cheeks, recalled to rpin J the plead- 
ing portrait which Marmoutel giye§ pf JL,u- 
him His walk and 'carriage did «ot how- 
ever corrcfporld with the freftinefs of bis 
)ooks, for he appeared fiuggiihandina<fHve. 
I enquired the realbn,and he toldmehe had 
been in a languifhing ftate.cver fince. the 
battle bf Guildford, in which he had receiv- 
ed fifteen or fixteen wounds with a hangar. 
He 
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He had not, likethcRoman9,acrown tbat- 
teft his valburj nor, like the FrenchjCithsf 
poifion or certificate of honour; inftead of 
4hem, he had a piece of his'ikul], which his 
wife brought to iliew me. I certainly lit- 
tle thought of finding, amidft the foHtudes 
of America, fuch lamentable traces of Eu- 
ropean ftcei ; but I was the moft touched 
to learn, that it was after -he had received 
his firft wound, and wss made prifoner', 
*hat he had been thus cruelly treated. This 
unhappy ybling man acquainted iriei that 
overcome with woundsi and waflowing in 
his blood, he yet retained his preftnceof 
mind, and imagining iiis crud enemies 
would not leave exiftingafinglc witnefsor 
vlftim of their barbarity, there rertiained 
noothef way of faving his'-lifej than by 
flppe'aring as if he had loft iK-. 
■ Theall-feeing eye of Divide Juftici alone 
<in difcover and make known the aothors 
of fuch a crimcj but, if difcbvercd — Oh'! 
for the voice of a Stcntorand (he t-rumpetof 
FamCjtodevoicthevile perpetrators topre- 
fent and future horror ! And to announce to 
flH fovereigiis, generals and chiefs, that the 
enormities 
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enormities which they tolerate> or leave un- 
punifliod, will accumulate upon their beads, 
and, at Come future time, render them the 
execration of a poderity dill more &niiblv 
and oiore enlightened than we yet are f 

Even if Mr. SteeltOur landlord^.had beep 
more adiive, and his wife, who was young 
and handrDme,more induAriou$,tbey could 
not have fupplied the total want in which 
they then were, of bread, and of every 
thing to drink ; the breafl was juil kQcaded, 
but not yet put. into the oven j and a^ for 
4iquor8, the houfe made ufe of none ^ the 
Tame ftream which turned the mill, was 
the only cellar of.the young couple, fo that 
we might apply to Mrs. Ste^ tboTe verfes 
tof Guarini, 

. ^el fpnte vn Sella ifoe 

^elfph aneo labagna, ela co^glia. 

But thefe paftoral mannere are but ill. 
fuited to travellers. A few cakes, however^ 
'bailed upon the cinders, excellent butter, 
good milk, and above all, the intereft with 
which Mr. Steel infpired us, made us pafs 
agreeably the time which was neceflary to 
put our bprfes in a condition to perfprm 9. 
long 
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long and. difficult day's journqK. About 
five o'clock in thb evenings after we had 
travelled thirty-eigHt miles* we found ibme 
houfes, where we learned that we were yet 
fix miles from PraxtoH't Tavef^t where w* 
intended to Qetp ; that we had two fords to 
pafs, the laft of which was inipraaicable 
OD account of the late fains ; but that we 
ihould not be itf^pped, as we jhould find 
& canoe to take us acrofs^ and our horfea 
would fwim behind. The night, and a 
bJack Ilorm which wa& brewing, nlade us 
haftenourfteps, Notwithftanding which, 
ivc were obliged to mount and defcend A 
Wry high mountain.; fcarcely W4S (here re- 
maining the leaft twilight when wc arrived 
at the fecond river, which is as large as 
James'sj but near its fourcc, and at a place 
where it defcends from the mountains un- 
der the haine of the Fluvanna. The dif- 
ficulty was to pais ten men and as many 
horfes with the help of a fingle canoe, fuch 
as is made ufe of by the favages, which at 
inoft could contain only four or five perfons 
and a fingle negrp, armed with a paddle 
inftead of an oar. We put into the canoe 
Vot. II. G our 
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our faddl4|-and baggage, and made feveral 
trips, at each of which two horfes were 
fwam acrofs, held by the bridle; It was 
night, and very dark before this bufincfs 
■was finiftied. But after we had, not with- 
out great trouble, refaddled and reloaded 
our horfes, the difficulty was to reach the. 
inn, which was half a mile from the place 
where we landed ; for the river flows be- 
tween two precipices, and as the canoe 
could not land us at -the ford, nor confe- 
quently at the road, we were obliged t» 
climb up the mountain, by a path but lit- 
tle ufed, and very didicult even by dayi 
light; nor fhoutd we ever have found our 
way, had I not engaged the Waterman to 
condufi us. We clambered up as well as 
we could, every one leading his horfc 
through the trees and branches^ which we 
could not perceive^ from the obfcurity of 
the night, until they ftruck usontheiacc. 
At laft we arrived at Praxton's tavern j but 
it was ten o'clock, and the houfe already ihut 
up, or more properly thehoufcs, for there 
are two. I approached the firft that offer- 
ed, and knocked at the door, which they 
opened. 
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Opened, and we Taw five or fix little negroes 
lyiRg upon a mat before a large fire. We 
<ben went to the other, and there found fivQ 
or fix white children lying in the fame man* 
ner ; two or three grown-up negroes prefid- 
cd over each of thefe little troops*. They 
told us that Mr. Praxion, his wife, .and all 
his family, were invited to a wedding, but 
not hr off, and that they would go and 
fetch them. As for us, we were invited 
to fupper by a very voracious appetite, af- 
ter a long journey and a great deal of fa- 
tigue, and were very ditferently fituated 
from the new married couple and their 
G 2 company, 

* tt wsi a iingular fight for aji European to be- 
hold thclituation of the negroes in the fouthern pro- 
vinces during the war, when clothing was extremely 
fcarce. I have frequently feen in Virginia, on vifits 
to gentlemen's houfes, ]roung negroes and negroc0es 
running about or baOcing in the court-yard naked as 
(bey came into the world, with well chara^erized 
marks of perfefl puberty ; and young negroes frow 
£xteen to twenty years old, with not an article c£ 
«lothing, but a loofe fliirt, defcending half way down 
their thtght, waiting at table where were ladies, with- 
out any apparent embarraiTinent on one fide, or the 
Jlighteft attempt at concealment on the other. 

TxAMSLATOa. 
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compan/f and had no fmall appr^ienfion^ 
of feeing our boft and boftefs retani'Com- 
pleatly drank. But in this we were de- 
ceived ; they arrived perfedly fober, were 
polite and defirous to plcafc, and a little af- 
ter midnight we had an excellent fupper. 
Though the apartments and beds were not 
exadly what we wilhed, they were better 
than at Mrs. 7V<fz/s, and we had no right 
to complain. Belides, we enjoyed the fa-i. 
tisfaAion of having accomplifhed the obw 
jefliof ottrjortrncyj for the Natural Bridgf 
was not above eight noiles off, and we had 
obtained every mformatioa nece^tiy to £nd 
the road. The next morning our break&fl 
waS' ready betimes, and ierved by the 
daughters of Captain Praxton ; they had 
not appeared to advantage the preceding 
evening; notwithftanding which, fo Hr ac 
the obfcnrity of the TOom we flipped in, 
our appetites, and the immense caps in 
which they were muffiect up for the mar- 
riage, had permitted us to judge of them, 
we thought them tolerably handfome ; but 
when we faw them by day-light, with 
their hair onjy turned up, without any 
otha 
5 
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Other hcad-drefs,after the repofc of the night, 
their folc oniamait, an4 for every grace, 
their natural fimplicity, wc were confirmed 
in the opinion we had already formed, that 
the people of the mountains are, in gene- 
ral, handfomer Qnd healthier than tbofe on 
the fea-coaft *. .iThere was in the fcoufc a 
young man alfo, tolerably well drefled, and 
of an agreeable countenance, whom I con- 
cluded to be an intentfed match for one of 
our young hoftefles. But I foon difcover- 
cd that he vns come for matches of another 
kind. In h&, "One of my fellow-travellers 
inviting die to gb and fee a veiy fine horfe, 
which ftood alone in a little liable, J was 
informed it was a ilallion, which this 
young man had brought upwards of eighty 
miles, to difpofe of his favours to the mares 
, ■ ^3 of 

* The Sondi Carolina gentlemen with whom I 
was acquainted, affund me, that the inhabitantsof) 
the back parts of that State, which is one of Ac 
moft unhealthy on the floMtnent, are a vigorous and 
beautiful race of p«o{)Iej' and poflefs all that faak 
nKldincfa vhich cbara^rixes the natives of nor-. 
fbera climates. - - Tkanslator. . 
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of the country *. His price was twenty 
;(hiIUngs Virginia currency +» or eighteen 
livres of our money, (about fifteen fliil- 
lings fterling) for each vifit» or double 
if the connedlion was of longer duration, 
which is much Icfs than is paid in the otber 
parts of Virginia. Thefe details, which 
may 

• Great attsntkin is p^id to the breed qf blood* 
horrcs to the fouthward, and particularly in Vir- 
ginia, and many fecond-ratcTacehorfes are annually 
ftnt from England to ierve as ll^lions. There 
weie two or three in the ftablcs of one Beta nearPbi- 
ladelphia, which T bad feen win plates in England. 
This Bates is a nativ« of Morpeth in Northum- 
berland, and went to America before the war to 
difpUy fcatsof horrcmanfliip-i but he had tl»c good 
fortune to maiiy a widow po^e&i of five hundred 
pounds a year, and is now tntftcrof amoft beautifitl 
Tilla on the banks of the Delaware, four or five miles 
from Philadelphia, ftill following however theoccu- 
paiton of breeding and felling horfcs, and keeping 
ftallions, for there are no refouices farldleneft in that 
country. Tslakslator. 

i The difference of currency is one of the ihoft 
pUBzling and difagteeable circumilaDCei for a llrange; 
in America, the value of tht piimd varying in every 
State; an inconvenience which exifted under th( 
Brixifh government} and I am afraid, is.ftill likely to 
. fubfift, TRAKSiATOR. 
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may appear trifling, will however icrve to 
make the reader acquainted with a country, 
the inhabitants of which, difperfcd in the 
woods, arc fcparated only for the purpofes 
of domcftic comfort, which renders them 
independent of each other, but who readily 
-communicate for the general intereftj or 
their mutual wants. But I am too near 
the Natural Bridge toftopatQtherobje«fts, 
We fet out at nine o'clock in the morning, 
and to fay the truth, rather heedlefsly ; for 
in thcfe ihountains, where there arc either 
too many or too few roads, people always 
think they have given fufficient direfliona 
to travellers, who feldom fail to go adray. 
This is the common fault of thofe who in- 
ftrud: others in what they themfelves are well 
acquainted with, nor are the roads to fcience 
exempt from this inconvenience. After 
riding about two miles however, we luckily 
met a man who had juft got his horfe 
fiiod, at a neighbouring forge, and was re- 
turning home, followed by two or three 
couple of hounds *. Wc foon entered in- 
G4. to 

• Stoppingoncda)rat»rcnith'sIh.opnear^f?nirA5'//r, 
in the interior of Vitginiai I found one of the work- 
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to convcrfation with him, and what ieldom 
happens in America, he was curious to 
■know who I was, and whifher I was go- 
ing *. My quality of a General Officfer th 
■ " , the 

neq to be a Scotch Highlaader ii> his Galic infa, 
and foun {xvt feveial more rcturaing from harvcfi:.; 
thcfe Kien.had been {oldiers, and were then grifoners, 
ijut they were all peaceable, induftrious labourers^ 
-and I could net f!dd that any o£ them thought of rc-^ 
-turning to the bamn hills of Caledonia. Generiil 
Gates had feveral of them in hjs employ, and they 
were difperfed over the whole country, where they 
appeared ccmpleatly naturalized and happy. I after- 
wards faw many of them working at mills, and as 
i]uarry-men, on the piflurefque banlcs of that fublime 
river the Sufqaehannah, a circumUance which tranf* 
ported my imagination to the well-known borders of 
the Tay, and o£ Loch Lomond^ Tkan'slatoe. 

* I am apt to think that the experience of every 
pcrfonwhohas vifited North- America, as well ae my 
bwn country, will rife in judgment agaiiift this ob- 
iervation of the Author ; for my part, V'^re I fearch- 
jng for a general charafteriftic of that part of the 
Continent, I Olould not fcruple to diftinguifli it, 
kar' i^^x*"' ^y '^le name of the ceuntry of tht at' 
ritus. Wherever you bend .your cburfe, to wboai' 
foever' yo'u addrefs youiJclf/ you are indifpenfibly 
fubjecl to a good' humoured, inoSenlive, but mighty 
trouMefbme inc|uilition. Do you enqiiire your road ? 
you are an^e'rsd by^a queftion, *' I fuppofe you 
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^ French fervice, and the defire I expTt(C» 

ed of ieeing the \Vonders -of his countryj 

infpirtng 

cnne froip thb Eaftwardj don't you l" Oppreflcif 
with fatigue, hunger, and thirft, and drenched pcr- 
hip! with rain, you anfwer fliertly in the affirma- 
tire, and repeat yoai enquiiy. — ** Methinkt yoa art 
in a mighty haftc— What new^ is there to the.Eaft-f 
ward?" The only fatisfa£lion you can dxtain dll 
pu have opened your real, or pretended budget of 
TKvrs, and gratified the demandcr's curloHty. At aii 
iDn, the fcrutiAy is more minute J your tiamfr, qua^ 
%, the place of your departure, and ofajeA of yODl 
journey, muft all be declared to the good family i^ 
ibmeway or other, (for their credulity » equal- tci 
4heir curiofity) before you can fit down in comfort to 
the necef&ry refrcihment. Thrs curious fpirit is in' 
tolerable in the Eaflern States; and I bavs heard Qv. 
Ffialdin, who is himlelf a Softoniao, frequently m^ 
late with great pleafantry, that in Ravelling when h» 
was young, the firft fiep he took for his tranquillity, 
aitd to obtain immediate attentitin at the inns, nVaS'to 
anticipate cnqoiry, by faying;, ^ My name ii :Beiija- 
" min Franklin, I was boin at Bofton, am a printer, 
*' by profeffion, am travelling to Fhiladclphia, ihalf 
" return at fuch a time, and have no news — Now 
" what can you give me foi" 'dinner?" The only 
ciufc which can -be afigitcd fot4bo Author's error ia- 
this refped, is-the ftats in wMch in traveHed, fait be^' 
ing a -foreigner,- and the facility of obiaiuii^ tafor^- 
matioa from the perfons of his retinue. 

Traksiator. 
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inlpiring^ him with a kind of affcdion far 
vat, he ofiered to be our condudor> lead- 
ing us fomctimes throogh little paths, at 
others through woods, but continually 
climbing or defcending mountains j fo that 
without a guide, nothing ihort of witch- 
craft could have enabled us to find the 
road. Having thus travelled for two hours, 
v6 at laft defcended a fteep declivity, and 
then mounted another j during which time 
lie endeavoured to render the converfation 
snore intcreiling. At lafl;, pushing his horfe 
on briikly, and fiopping fuddenly, he faid 
to me, ** You dcfire to fee the 'Natural 
^ridge^ doti't you Sir ? You are now upon 
it, alight and go twenty fteps either to the 
right or left, and you will fee this prodigy." 
1 had perceived that there was on each fide 
a coofiderablc deep hollow, but the trees 
had prevented m&from fornaingany judg- 
Aient, or paying much attention to it. — 
Approaching lie precipice, I faw at firft 
two great malTes or chains of rocks, which 
fco^med the bottom of a ravin, or rather of 
animmenfeabyfs} but placing myfelf, not 
without precaution, upon the brink of the 
precipice, 
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precipice, I faw that thefe two buttreflet 
•were joiaed under my feet, forming a 
vault, of which I could yet form no idea 
but of its height. After enjoying thi« 
xnagnificent but tremendous fpei^cle, 
^hich many perfons could not bear to 
look at, I went to the weilern fide, the 
a{pc& of which was not lefs impoftng, but 
more pi&urefque. This 7'if^d/>,thefe an- 
cient pines, thefe enormous maiTes of rocks, 
fo much the more allonifhing as they ap- 
pear to poflefs a wild fymmetry, and rudely 
to concur, as it were, in forming a certain 
design ; all this apparatus of rude and ihape- 
lefs Nature, which Art attempts in vain, at- 
tacks at once the fenfes and the thoughts, - 
and excites a gloomy and melancholy ad- 
miration. But it is at the foot of thefe 
rocks, on the edge of a little flream which 
flows under this immenfe arch, that we 
muftju(fgeofitsaftoniihingftru£lure; there 
we difcover its immenfe fpurs, its back- 
bendings, and thofe profiles which archt- 
tcfture might have given it. The arch ts 
- not compleat, the eaftern part of it not be- 
ing fo large as the weftern, becaufe the 
mountain 
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tnowitain is mcure elevated on this than on the 
oppoiite fide. It is very extradcdinary that 
at the bottom c^ the ftreftm there appear no 
confiderable ruins, no trace of. any violent 
Jaceratioo, which conld have deftroyed the 
Jocmelof the rock, and have kft-.the up^ 
jier part alone fubfiding; for that is the 
only hypothefls that can account for fuch 
• prodigy. We can have no poffible re- 
jcourfe either to a volcano or a deluge, no 
trace of a fudden conflagration, or of a flow 
»hd tedious undermining by the water, 
, The rock is of the calcareous kind, 
and its different ilrata are horizontal; a 
cirgumAance which excludes even the idea 
of ap earthquake, or fubterraneous cavern. 
It h not, in ihort,- for a fmall number of 
travellers to givc-a decided .opinion for the 
public on this phxnomenon.. of Nature. 
Jt belongs to the learned of both worlds to 
judge of it,, and they will now be enabled 
to attempt the dlTcuirion. The necellary 
ileps are taken to render it as .public, as its 
Angularity defervcs ; an officer of: tiie en*- 
gioeera, the Baroa dc Turpin, an excellent 
trixthcmatician and an ^curat^ dfaughtf- 
man. 
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tb4Q« i^ g(H>e to take die principal afpe^ 
sod diracnfions. Hi^ labours will fupply 
tbedefici^ncyofmyde&ription*. Though 
unacquainted with the powers of Nature 
we may at leaft have iome i^ea of our ovrn. 
I fliall ther^ore leave tQ more able haods 
the care of finiihing this pidure, of which 
I have given only an im,perfed Sketch, and 
continue the ration of otir journey, whi<;b> 
though the principal obje^ be already, ac- 
compUihed, is not near being terminated, 
for t\a:i Natural Bridgt is more then 2j;o 
miles fr«n WiUiamlburgh. ; 

Whilft I was cxamioing oa all fides, 
and endeavoaring to take fome drawing*, 
my Cdlow-travellers had learned from our 
conductor that he kept a public-houfe, 
about feven or eight miles from thb place 
where we were, and not more than two 
icom ^e road which muft be taken next 
day to leave the mountains. Mr. Grifiy, 
(the name of our guide) had expreffcd his 
Vilhes to receive us, affuring us we ihould 
h^ 9S W4jl as at'tbe tavern recommonded by 
Mr. 

* S«e at the end of this /ouinil the dsfcrwticA 
and the p1ani< 
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Mr. Praxtonj but had this been otherwiie. 
we had too many obligations to Mr. Grifby 
not to give him the preference. We re- 
newed our journey therefore, under hisguid- 
ance, through the woods, which were very 
lofty J ftrong robuft oaks, and imtnenie 
pines, fufficient for all the fleets of Europe, 
liere grow old, and perifli on their native 
ioil ; from which they have never yet beea 
drawn even by the hand of induflry *, 
One is furprized to find every where ill 
thefe immenfe foreils, the traces of confla- 
grations. Thefe accidents are fometimes 
occafioncd by the imprudence of travellers, 
who light a fire when they go to deep and 
negled 

* Th^ quality of tfae American oak is found by re- 
peated experience to be By no means equal to, or 
(o durable as that of Britain, A general furveyof 
die American woods was taken by order of the go- 
vernment of England, previous to the war, and the 
different qualities afcertained by the furveyors, who, 
on their general report, gave the preference to tho 
ibuthern oak on the ApaUchians, and in the inte* 
rior of Georgia and Florida t but in the Engliil 
yards, even the Dantzick plank, which grows in St- 
leCa, and that of StettiOt it ftill preferred to the 
Ametioui. Txakslatox. 
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titgkd afterwards to extinguifli it. Lit* 
tle'attention is paid them, when the woods 
alone are the vi<3iras ; but as there are al* 
ways Tome cultivated parts, the fire often 
reaches, the fences, by which the fields are 
furroonded, and fometimes the hoolei 
themfelyes, which is inevitable ruin to the 
cultivators. 

I recoiled that during my ftay at Mon- 
ticello, from which one may difcover an 
extent of thirtyor forty leagues of wood, 
I ftw feveral conflagrations three or four 
leagues diftant from each other, which con- 
tinued burning until a heavy rain fell lucki- 
ly and extinguiflied them -f-. We arrived 
at 

f Ginflagrations which take their rile in this 
manner, fometimet fpread to a prodigiout extent la 
America, in the morafles, af well u ia the woods ; 
in' travelling from Eafton on the Delawue orer the 
i^/ctnetgung mountains in the Upper Jerfey, in 
1782, I Taw inunenfe Xi»Sis of country lying in afhes 
from one of thefe accidental fires ; and, during the 
fiime fummer, Philadelphia was fometimes covered 
with fmokc, from a vaft morafs which had taken 
fire in ihe Jerfeys, and kept burning to a great depth 
from the ftirface) and for an extent of many miles 
ateuad, fat Areral months; the progrefs of which 

8 
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tt Mr. Gri&jr's a little befoce five o'clock; 
baviog met with dotblbg bn the road but 
a wild turkey, which cofe So fkr cff, that 
2t WIS impoltible to find it again. The 
hou& was not large, but neat and commo-^ 
diouBj we fouaad' it dready taken up bj 
other travellers, tawhom we affuredly ow^d 
every token of refpeft, if pre-eqnncnce be* 
ttviicc travellen were to be meafured by the 
length of their re^a£live journies. 
. The other guefts were a healthy good 
humoured young man of eight aod twenty^ 
who fet out from Philadelphia with a pretty 
wifeof twenty, and alittle child in heracmsj 
to &ttle500 mi^s beyond (ihe:mauntatnG,id 
a country lately inhabited, bordering on the 
p;$w, called the country of A^s/BC^^/". His 
whole retinue was a horfe, which carried 
his wiferand child* We were ailoniOaed a,t 
the eafy manner with which he proceeded 
on his expedition^ and took the liberty of 
mentioning our Ihrprize to him^ He told 
us 

cDulJ not he topped by (be large trencljes dug b; the 
liiboiu of the whole country, nor until it wa^ extitf' 
(uiibed by the autumnal rains. . 

TftAHGLATOItJ 
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- «fe that the purchafc of good land in Pcn- 
fylvania was very extravagant, that provi- 
&)DS were too dear, and the inhabitants too 
iiumeroiiSj in confequcnce of which he 
thought it more beneficial to purchafe for 
about fifty guineas the grant of a thoufand 
tcttsadsindin Ketituciei. This territory had 
been fortncrly given to a Colonel of militia, 
until the King of England thought proper 
to order the diftribution of thofe immenfc 
countries j part of. which was fold, and the 
other referved to j-ccompenfe the Ameri- 
can troops who had ferved in Canada *, 

* The Audior means the foldicrs who ferved lix 
Canada agamft the French in the war before the 
Jaft. Ktntucket is at prcfent peopled by aboVe fifty 
thouf^tid fcttlers, and is on the point of being ad- 
mitted into the unionj as an independent ftatc. 
Kentucket is a fettlement on the creelc, or rather 
tivcT of -that name, which falls into the Ohio, and is 
iSl7j miles diftant from Fort Pitti but is extending 
in every dircdion over a tizSt of thr fineff and 
moil fertile country in the world : and as it i% 
from the interior fettlements of this vaft country, 
that America will deriTC her future gnatncfs, «nd 
eftablifli new empires to rival, -and perhaps out- 
^ the anient world, I hope I Ihall be pardoned for 

Vol. n. H But, 
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But, faid I, where are the cattle ? Theim- 
plcments of hufbandry with which you 
muft 

tranfcribing the following fhort but interefling ac- 
count of the banks of the Ohio from Captain Huf- 
tbins'i Topographical Defcrjption of that cotintiy, 
accompanying his Maps — " The lands upon the 06(^ 
*' and its branches, are differently timbered accord- 
** ing to their quality and Situation. The high and 
*' dry lands are covered with red, wbitty and hlatk 
" oak, h'uiiry, walnut, red and whitt mulberry, and 
•' ajh trees, grape vines, &c. The low and mea- 
" dow lands' arc filled with fycamerty ptphr, rejzoi 
'* •white mulbfrry, cherry, beech, elm, a/pen, TnepU, or 
»* fugar trees, grapt vims, &c. And below, or fouth- 
** wardly of the Rapids, are feveral large cedar and 
" cyprefs fwamps, where the cedar and cyprefs-trees 
** grow to a remarkable fize, and where alfo is great 
" abundance of canes, fuch asgrow in South Cinlina. 
" There is a great variety of gaine,viz. buffaloes, bear, 
*' deer,&c. as well as i/Uf^i, geefe.Jwans, turHes,pbea- 
" Jants, parlridgeSf &c. which abound in every part of 
•* this country. The Ohio, and the rivers emptying 
**■ into it, afford green, and other tttrtU^ and fifli of 
" various Ibrts; particularly corp^ ^urjetn, percb 
" and caifijh; the two latter of an uncommon fize; 
*' viz. perch from eight to twelve pound&weight, and 
** catfijb from fifty 10 one hundred pounds weight* 
** The country on boih iides of the Ohio, extending 
«• fouth-eallerly and fouth-wcfterly from Fart Pitt 
'«« to the Mijftfippi, and watered by the Ohio river 
*t and its branches, contains at leaft A miluon of 
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toUft begin to clear the land you have pur- 

thafed ? — In the country itfelf, replied he. 

, Ha I carry 

« SQJTARE MILES ; and It may witli truth lie affirm- 
" ed, that no part of the globe is blefTcd with a 
" more healthful air or climate ; watered with more 
" navigable rivers, and branches communicating 
" with the jfilanlic ocean, by the rivers PotvwauKk, 
" fomts, Rtpabannodt Miffijippt, and Sh Lcvirtna'i 
" or capable of producing, with Icfs labour and ex- 
'*■ pence, vibtat, Indiati ctrny buck tvbtaty tyt, saiSf 
*' barltyy Jhx, htmp, iabacco, riee, fdiy fot-ajb, &c. 
" than the country under conlideration ; sod it 
*■ may be added, that no foil can yield Urger 
" crops of rtd and whitt daver, and other ufcful 

** grafs, than this does." Colonel Gordoh, in 

bis Jtantal, gives the following defcription of this 
foil and climate: " The country on. the Obio^ £cc. 
*' is every where pleafant, with large level fpots of 
" rich lalid, remarkably healthy. One general re- 
" mark of this natare may ferve for the whole 
" trad comprehended between the weilern IkirCS 
" of the AUegbeney nuiuntaini, beginning at Faft 
** Ligenur, thence bearing fouth-wefterly to the 
" difiance of 500 mites oppofite to the Ohio foils, 
"-then ccolHng them northerly to the heads of the 
"rivers that empty themfelves into the Ohhi 
"' then£e eaft along the ridge that feparates the lakes 
" and Obia's ftreams to Fremh Cnei, which is op» 
" lite to the ab^vementioncd Fcrt Ligmitr nor« 
" thcrly. This country may, from a proper JcnoT* 
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I carry nothing with me, but I have money 
in 017 pocket, and ihall want 6>r nothing. 
I began 

*■ ledge, be affirmed to be the moft healtbyi tiic 
*' tnoA pleafant, the moA commodious, and moft 
*( fertile fpot of earth knevm ta Eureptau peefU." 
To which may be added the following extras of a 
letter addrefled to the Earl of HiUfborough, in the 
year 1772, then Secretarjr of State for the Noidi 
American department. 

** No part of North America will rtquire leis ea- 
*' couragement for the produSion of Jiavai ftsruy 
*< and rmu materiali for manfa^ures in Europe, 
** and for fupplying the Weft India illandi with 
** lumbtri previfieruy i^e. than the country (tf the Obis, 
*' and for the following reafons: Firft, the lands 
** «te excellent, the climate temperate, the native 
** graptt, fiii-wama and aM&irty-Mts abound every 
** wb^tf hempi hops^ and rjt grow f^ndncoufly in 
*« the vallies and low-lands } lead atid iivm ore, 
** ^M/'alfo, are plenty in the hills} fait and frefli 
f' ipriags arc innnneraUc; and no foil is bet- 
f '. ter adapted tb the tultore of tobscco, flax and 
:<* atttn than that of Ae Ohio. Secondly, the 
*< coaotry ii well wa tered by fevcral navigtAk rivers 
** oooiBiunicating with each other; by which, and 
*' a fii«t land curiage, the prodwe tk the lands «f 
" the Ohio can nrm nm (in the year 177a) be fent 
*• cheaper to the fea-port town of AUieandriai On 
-■ die Potowftiatk in Virginia, than any kind of m^- 
'•'(^itditEi: is ftnt from Narlhampt»n to l^bdoQ. 
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I began torelifh the refolutianof this young 
man, vrho was a^ive, vigorous, and free 
H 3 from ' 

« Thirdly, the Ohio is, u all feafinsoi the yexr, na- 
** vigable with large boats like the wift tountty 
** bqr^ty rowed only by four or five menj and 
** froni the month of Febiuary to April, large (hips 
" iMy he buUt on.thc Ohio, and CtM to fia laden 
" with hemp, iron, flax, filk, rice, tobacco, cotton, 
" pot-aihes, &c. Fourthly, com, beef; ftip-phnk, 
** and other ufeful articles can be fcnt dewii ibt 
«jfr«)» of Obia to Weft Florida, and from thence 
" to the Weft-Indicf, much chta^r, and in better 
" order than from Ntw-Teri or Philadelphia. 
" Fifthly, hemp, tobacco, iron, and fucb bulky ar- 
** tidea may ^fo be fent daum the Ohio to the lea, 
" at leaft 50 per cent, xbiaptr than thcfe articles 
** were ever carried hy a huid carrl^e of only Rxtf 
" miles ip Penfylvania, where waggonage is cheapet 
** than in any other part of North America. Sixthly, 
" the ezpence of tranfporting Eurtpean wtanufac- 
" turts from the fea ta tht Ohity will not be fo much 
" as is now paid, and muft ever be paid, to a 
" great part of the counties of Ptnfykomiot Virgi- 
" ma, and Mfiryiand, as there is fcaice a place be- 
** tween Fort Pitt and the Rapids^ a*dlftance of 705 
" computed milei, where good mads may not be 
** made, on the hanks, which are n^ Uablt te trumble 
^' omajy and horfcs employed in drawing up large 
" barges, as is done qi* the margin of the Thamet 
^ in Bngknij zoA (be Stine in Ftantfj againft % 
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from carcj but the pretty woman; twetity 

years of age only, I doubted not but ihe. was 



** fiream remarkably gentle, except is high {rc(kcs. 
"Whenever the /iirw« or merchants of Oih 
■* {ball properly underftand the bufinefs of tr-apfpor'- 
*' cation, they will build fcbooneri. Hoops, 3(c.' oif 
** the Obit, fuitohle for the Weft-ludia or Emsptatr 
** markets; or by having black.walnut, cherry-tree, 
** oak, &c. properly fawcd for foreign markets, ^d' 
** formed into rajis, as is now prat^ifed bytKefet- 
** tiers near the tapper parts of the Delaware river^ 
*< and thereon ftow their hemp, tobacco, &c. and 
*' proceed with them to New Orleans. It may not 
*< be ami ft perhaps to obferve, that large quanti-' 
*< ties of ilour are made in the diftant {tvejlern) 
*' counties of Pcnfylvania, and fent by an expen-' 
*' five land carriage to the city of Philadelphia, and 
* * from thence {hipped to South Carolina, and to 
" Eafl and Weft Florida, there being little or no 
^' wheat raifed in thefe provinces. The river Ohta 
" feems kindly defigned by Nature as the chanoct 
*' through which the two Floridqt may be fupplied 
*' with ilour, not only for, their own confump- 
*' tion, but for the carrying on an extenfive com- 
'* merce with yameica^ (the Floridas were then in 
** the polTcffion of England) aiod the Sfanifi> fet- 
•* tlcments in the B^ of Mexia. Millftmts \a 
** abundance are to be obtained in the hills neat the 
" Ohio, and the country is every where well wa- 
** tered with large, and conftant jpriqgs, and 
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in cUrpair at the facrifice (he had made; and 

leodeavouredtodlfcover^inher features and 

H 4 looks, 

" ftrcams for grift and other mills. The paflage 
** from Philadelphia to Pcnfacola is fcMom made 
*' in lefj than a month, and fixty OiilHngs fterling 
** per Uh freight (conlifting of fixtecn barrels) is 
" ufually paid for flour, &c. thither. Boats car- 
" rying from 800 to 1000 barrels of flour may go 
" in about the fame time from the Ohio (even 
" from PiHjhurib) as from Philadelphia to Pcnfa- 
** cola, and for half the above freight; the Obis mtt- 
*' diants would be able to deliver flour, &c. there 
" in much better order than from Philadelphia, and 
" without incurring the damage and delay of the 
" fea, the charges of infurance, and rifk in time 
'* of war, &c. or from thence to Penfacola. This 
" is not mere fpeculation; for it is a fa£t, tha^ 
« about the year 1746, there was a great fcarcity 
*' of provifions at New Orleans ; and the Frtnci 
" frttlements at the Hlhots, fmall as they then were, 
" fent thither, in one winter, upwards of eight 
*' hundred thoufand weight of flour." Mr. Ltwis 
Evans, in the Analyfis to his Map of the Middle 
Colonies of N«rth America, in the year 1755, fays, 
that ** Vefiels from tcx> to 300 tons hurthen, by 
<< taking advantage of the fpring floods, may go 
^1 from PiHjbmrgh to the fea with fiifety, as then the 
*' falls, rifts, and Ihoals are covered to an equality 
*' with the reft of the river," To which Captain 
Hutchinst the prefent Gttgrapber General t» the Vniltd 
^tatest adds, *' And though tbe diftancc is upwards 
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looks, the fecrct icntiments of her fbulj 
Though fhe had retired into a little cham-v 
ber, to make roon:> for us, Ihe frequently 
came into that where we wercj apd I iv^^ 
pot without aflonifliment, that hcF natural 
charms were even cmbelliflied by the fere-^ 
nity of her mind. She often carefled her 
hufband and her child, and appeared to me 
admirably difpofed to fulfil the firft obje^ 
of every infant coJony— " to inpreafo and 
multiply." Whilft fupper was preparing; 
and we were talking of travels, and examin- 
ing on the map the road our emigrants, were 
to follqw, I lecolleG; ^hat we hatj; a* yc» 
an hoi»r> day light, and that it was jufl the 
time I had fecn the wocd-hons, of which, 
they affiired me, there was plenty in the 
neighbourhood, and that there is a critical 
moment 

<f of t^i ihmfatii milts firom Farf Pitt (a the lea, 
V yet as there are w. ebftni£lions to prevent veflcls 
(' from procerdipg both day and flight, I aln per- 
.*' fluted, that this extraoidinary iatasid vbjpage 
*.( may be performed, during tbe fealbn of the floods, 

•* by rowing, in fixtetn or ftvtnietn days." < _ 

Here furely is a rational and ample field for tbe 
.veil regulated imagination of tbe philofophet suid 
politician MI: TAAtiSLATOit. 
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Bioment in hunting as well 96 love. I took 
my fowling-piece, therefore, and proceeded 
to the woods ; luit inflead of wood-hens, 
I found only a rabbit, which I wounded } but 
itFolled down into a bottom, where I lofl: 
fight of it, till it was difcovered by Mr» 
Griiby's dogs, which, accuftomed to the 
repOTt of a gun, found it in a hollow tree, 
to the top of which it would have fcramb- 
Jed had its leg not been broken. The rab- 
bits of America differ from thoft of Eu-r 
rope J they do not burrow, but take refuga 
in hollow trees, which they climb like cats, 
aod often to a very confiderable height,' 
Content with my vi£tery, I returned to the 
hoQJb, but flopped fome tbae to hear, at fun- 
ftt, two thruflies, which £icmed to chal- 
lenge:each other to the ibng, like the ^ep- 
heids of Theocritus. This bird ought, ia 
my opinicxi, to be confidwed as the night* 
ingale of America; it reiembles thofe of 
|)ttrc^ in its form, colour, and habits, 
Itat is twice as Urge. Its fong is fimilar to 
that of- our thrufh, but lb varied and fq 
much more perfeft, that, if we except the 
paiform plaintire nQte$ of the European 
liight- 
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nightingale, thq^ might be taken for ea^ 
other. It is a bird of paiTage, like tbo - 
mocking-bird, and like it, alfo, fometlmes 
remains through the winter. 

At my return to the houfe, fupper wst 
the fole objed j about which Mr. and Mrs. 
Grilby took great pains, whilil their daugh- 
ters, about fixteen or feventeep, who were 
perfedl beauties, were laying the cloth. I 
aflted Mr. Qriiby to fup with.us* but he 
?xcufed himfelf,. by aiTuring us that he was 
yet employed it our fervice ; nor wa$ his 
attention ufelefs, for we had an excellent. 
fupper; and though whiiky was. our. only. 
drink> we contrived to convert It intotole- 
rable toddy. : Breakfail was ready betimes 
the next morning, and correfponded with 
Qur fuppor, Mr. Orifby, who had nothing 
\o do, fat down to table with us. lie had 
ahorfe faddkd, that he nlight accompany 
us as a guide as far as Greenly Ferry, where 
vre were to repafs the Fluvanna j but I was 
informed thatone of the fervant's horfcs was 
fo much wounded in the withers, that it 
was impofiible'to mount him. This acci- 
^9nt was the n^ore inconvenient* as I had 
already 
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fllreadjr been obliged to I^ve one at Mr. . 
Jefferfon's, fb that I had no frefh borfe to 
fubftitute. On applying to Mr, Griiby, 
he told me that the only horfe he had which 
could anfwer my purpofe, was the one be 
generally rode, and which he was going to 
make ufe of to'condufl us, but that he 
would willingly oblige me with it, and 
takemine in its place. On my afTtirtng him 
that I would give him anything bethought 
proper inrctorn, hewcntlolookatmyhorfc, 
and when he came back told me, that when 
cured, he thought he might be worth his 
own, and that he left the difference entirely 
to myfelf. As each of them might be 
worth ten or twelve guineas, I gave him 
two in exchange, and he was perfectly con- 
tented. I had jufl before aiked for the bill, 
and when he declined letting me have it, I 
gave him four guineas. He received them 
with fatisfadion, affuring me it was double 
the fum he could have charged. At laft 
we were obliged to . take our leave of this 
good houfc, but not of Mr. Grifby, who 
had taken another horfe toaccompny us. 
pn the road he fliewcd us two plantations 
which 
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wbich he had occupied fucccflively, before 
be fettled on the one he at prcfent culti- 
vates. He had left them in gojsd condi- 
tion, and fold them at the rate of twclvQ or 
thirteen fhiUiugs, .Virginia currency, an 
acre, about ten livrcs of our money (8s. i 
Englifh.) We fawfeveral other fetticracnta 
in the woods, al! of which were Jituated on 
^e banks of fome ilream, whofc foarce 
firas not far diilant. The peach-trocG, which 
they take care to plant, and the Jndas-trcc 
(or^A'^v^rtfffiffbatdifferentfrom that which 
produces the balm of Mecca) which grows 
naturally at the water's edge, were both la 
flower, and made a charming contrail to 
the immenfe .firs and oaks, in the centre of 
which were fituated thefe new pluitations, 
. It was near ten o'clock when we arrived 
tt theferry, and as we approached, ftill fol- 
lowing the courfe of the river, i faw an 
ftnimal, to which I was a ftranger, returning 
from the fide of the river, and endeavour'*- 
ing to reach the wood. I pufhed my horfe 
towards it, hoping to frighten and make 
it climb a tree, for I took it for a racoon j 
in fa£l it mounted the neareft tree, but very 
flowly 
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"■flowlyandaukwardly. , I had not great dif- 
ficulty in killing it, for it did not even en- 
deavour to hide itlelf, like the fquirrel, be- 
hind the krge branches. When I had 
taken it from the dogs, among which it 
ftruggled hard, and had bitten them pretty 
iharply; on examining it with attention, I 
difcovered it to be the mojiax, or the marr- 
mefet oi America. In its form, fur, and 
colour it tcfembled very much the muflc 
rat i but it is larger, and dlifers eflentially 
in the tail, which is fliort and rough. Like 
the mufk rat» however, its ribs are fo fliort 
•nd flexible, that they mightbcmiftakenfor 
grilles ; fo that though it is much bulkier 
th»i a hare, it can pafs through a hole of 
not above two inches in diameter. 

Gfeenly Ferry derives its name from the 
propriMor, and is iituatcd between two 
fte*^ banks. We pafled it jn three trips, 
and patting with Mr. Grilby, depended en- 
tirely on our own induftry to find the road 
to a very fteep, but little frequented gap, 
the only filTage by which we could get out 
of the moiintains. They told us, at the 
fcrfy, that we fliould find but one houfe, 
5 three 
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three miles from thence, and at the foot of 
the very mountain we were to climb. A 
little path conducted us to this houie : 
after afking new inftruSions, wc followed 
another path, and began to afcend, notwith- 
out difficulty; for in general the acclivity 
was fo rapid, that we were obliged to ftop our 
horfes to give them breath. This afcent, 
which formed the road, is at leafl three 
miles long, by which you may judge of the 
height of thefe mountains; for in the ipace 
of an hundred njilcs, this is the leafl fteep 
of any which compofe what arc called the 
Blue Ridges. Arrived at the fummit, wc 
enjoyed the reward generally beftowed on 
fuch labours. A magnificent, but favage 
profpe<S, prefented itfelftooureyes; wefaw 
the mountains which form the NcrtiRidgtr 
and thofc which, crofling fronj one chain 
to the other, fometimes unite the Blue 
Ridges. , In one of thefe travcrfes of moun- 
tains, the Natural Bridge is placed. It is 
to be obfervcd, that I fpeafc here only of the 
view to the north, for we had not the ad- 
vantage of enjoying the double profpeftj . 
feme neighbouring fummits,and tbeheight 
of 
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of trees, prevented us from extending our 
view to the fouthward. The defcent was 
not lefs rapid than the afcent; its length 
was alfo thrcemiles. We judged it necef- 
iary, for the relief of our horfes and our 
own fafety, to alight and walk ; though the 
fiones,|which rolled underour ieet, rendered 
it very incommodious. The dogs, which 
were not fo fatigued by this inconvenience 
as ourfelves, beat the woods, while wc 
walked flowly on, and two hundred paces 
from us they fprang five wild turkies ; but 
as thefe birds diret^ted their flight towards a 
Aeep hill behind us, we did not think pro- 
per to follow them. We were almoft at the 
bottom of the mountain when wc began to 
perceive thehbrizon ; but this horizon difco- 
vered nothing but woods and mountains,^r 
leTs elevated than thofe we were leaving, if 
we except three fummits known by the name 
of the Peaks of Otter^ which arc very lofty, 
aad adviuice from the Blue Ridges as a kind 
of counter-guard. In general,all the coun- 
try from the Blue Ridges to the fourccs of 
the Apamatockt may be confidered as a gla- 
mcompofed of little mountains, beginning 
;»t 
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at the foot of the Bloe Ridges, and cotlti'^ 
nually dimioilhing. Of this the beil charts 
of Virginia give not thcleaft indicattoo, fo 
that it is impoifible, by the infpcftion of 
them, to form a juil idea of the nature of 
this country. 

It was half pail one o'clock, uid we bad 
rode fixteen miles in very bad roads, when 
we arrived at the iirft houfe at the foot of 
the gap ; but as it was an indifierent hut 
we were obliged to proceed two miles fur- 
ther, to a planter's of the namcof idiawier^ 
who received us with every mark of politc- 
-nefsv He gave us cakes and miIk,for he had 
neither bread nor bifcuit ; and, whilft our 
horfes were feeding, he entertained us witli 
gay, joyous converfation. Mr. Lambert 
is a kind of phxnomenon in America, where 
longevity is very rarej he is eighty-throe 
■years of age, and fcarcely appears to be 
fifty-fivcj he is Well known in the country, 
for there is hardly a trade he has not follow- 
ed, nor a part of it he has not lived in* He 
is now a hufbandman, and reiides at a veiy 
fipe plantation, which he has cleared, at the 
foot of the mountains. His wife, who is 
only 
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only fijrtf ^five, looks much older than he 
does ; his fons arp yet yo^ng } one k aCap- 
tain in tfw Virginia Legion> and formed his 
company himfelf in the beginning of the 
war. It was then cotppofed of iixty-three 
men, all enliftcd in the neighbourhood j 
and at thcendoffix campaigns all the iixty- 
three arc living, fome few of them only 
having been wounded. At five we mount- 
ed again to proceed ten miles further, to the 
houie of a Captain ilfs//fr, who, like Mr. 
Lambert, docs not keep a public-houfe, but 
willingly receives thefew travellers who pafs 
by this unfrequented road. Although they 
.aflureduswecouldnotpoinblymifstheroad, 
they would more properly have faid it was 
impoflibleto.findit; for we deemed it very 
fortdnate to lofe ourfelves but twice, and at 
length, after dark, we arrived at Mr. Mul- • 
ler's. He is a raan»bout fixty, fix feet high, 
and bulky in proportion, very loquacious, 
but a good kind of man, attached to his 
country, and a great newfmonger. He told 
us he would do his befl: to give us fome- 
thi'ng for fupper, but that he could offer us 
no other lodging than the room in which 
Vol. 11. I he 
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he received us, where he would order them 
to place our beds. The room was fpaciotu 
and clean, but already occupied by a tick 
■perfon, whom he could not diflurb, and 
whom he begged us to leave in the little 
corner he poflefled. This was an unfor- 
tunate old nian of eighty, who, two days 
"before, travelling in the neighbourhood, had 
been half devoured by-a great bitch, whofc 
whelps' he had imprudently approached ■; 
fhe had lacerated one of his arms and thighs. 
Mr. MuUer beftowed on him every poffible 
care, and Mrs. MuUer herfelf drefled his 
wounds. This poor man flept all the even- 
ing, but in the night he complained much, 
and fometimes awakened us. On my afk- 
ing him the next morning, how he found 
himfelf, he anfwered, mighty weak *' Be- 
fore we went away I tdelired to have the 
bill, but Mr. Miillcr not chufing to. prc- 
fent any, I begged him' to accept of a 
couple of guineas, defirlng, at the. fame 
time, to- know if it was enough. " Too 
much, replied he, you come from France 
to my country to fupport and defend it j I 
ought 
• flighty little, mighty few, mighty weak, Stc. are 
favourite exprelSons in America. Translator. 
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ought to receive "you better jind take no- 
thing;, -tut I am only a poor, eountryman, 
and not in a condition to demonf^rate my 
gratitude. If I were not ill, (and indeed 
he was allbmatic) I would mount my horfe 
and attend yoii to the field of battle." 

The little refource we had found in this 
houfe, and the neccffity of dividing the 
long jburniey we had to make, determined 
us to fet out very early, and breakfaft at 
liew London, a' little town, two miles from 
hence. The difficulty of finding the road 
ftill remaining, I luckily met a man in the 
court-yard, juft ready to mount, who re- 
lieved us from this anxiety. He was an 
old captain of the Virginia Legion, whom 
I had feen arrive in thtf evening in company 
with two tall young ladies, in huge gauze 
bonnets, covered with ribbands, and dreff- 
cd in fuch a manner, as formed a perfeift 
contrail to the fimplicity of the houfe in 
which they were *. Thcfe, I iinderftood, 
I 2 were 



• The rage for drers amongft the women in Ame- 
rica, in the very height of the mireries of war^ was 
beyond'all bounds ; nor was it confined to the great 
towns, it prevailed equallj' oh the fea-coafts, and 
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were Mr.Muller's daughters, returned from 
flipping in tfae neighbourhood $ but I was 
careful not to fpeak to them, as I doubted 
not but we had taken pofleflion uf the beds 
defined for thefe fine ladies and their 
company, and was in great terror leA 
French 

in the woods and folitudet of tbe vaft extent of 
country, from Florida to New Hampfliire. In tia- 
veiling into the interior parts of Virginia I fpent X 
delicious day at an inn, at the fexry oi SbtnoHdqaby 
or tbe Cata^n Mountains, with the moft en- 
chanting, accompliihed, and voluptuous girls, tbe 
daughters of the landlord, a native of Boflon, tranf- 
planted thidier; who, with all the gifts of Nature, 
pofleiTcd the arts of drels not unworthy of Parifian 
milliners, and went regularly three times a week to 
the diftance of feven miles, to attend the leflbns of 
one d* Gretty a French dancing-mafler, who was 
making > fortune in the country. In one of my 
journies, too, I met with a young Frenchman, who 
was travelling on the bulinefs of the celebrated M. 
it Bteumartbait, and was uncommonly fuccc:e&ful 
in his amours, of which I fpeak from perfonal know- 
ledge. On my enquiring the fecret of his fuccefs, 
he afiured me, and put it beyond a doubt, that his 
faffi-par-tBut, Of Aiafter-key, confided in a fashion- 
able alTortinenc of ribbands, and other fmall articles 
contained io a little box, from which, in difficult 
. cafe^ he opewid an irrcfiftiblc and never>fai1ing bat- 
tery. Trahslator. 
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French gallantry {hould compel us to re- 
fign them. J know not how they managed, 
but they appeared again in the morning, 
and were far from handfome. 

The Captain had been to fleep a mile 
from hence, at a filler's o£ Mr. Mulkr, 
and was mounting his horfe to return to 
New London, whither he offered to condui% 
us, and to provide our breakfall, as he kept 
a tavern. I accepted both his propofals, 
and we travelled the dtAance of ten miles 
very agreeably; the country, like ^at 
tbroDgh' which we pafied the preceding 
evening, being diverfified with very pretty 
plantations. New London, where we ar- 
rived at ten in. the morning, is an in^nt 
town, but already pretty considerable, for 
there are at leaft feventy or eighty houfes. 
There is likewife a military magazine ef- 
tebiifhcd here, and fcveral workfhops for 
repairing arms. Its iituation, in the mid- 
dle of the woods, far diflant^rom the feat 
of war, as well as commerce, does not re- 
quire it Should be fortified, but Nature hatf 
pr^tared every thing to make it a ftrong 
place. Situated upon a little platform, fur- 
I 3 rounded 
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rounded by a glacis, the declivity of which 
is exaflly what could be wi(hed, this little 
town might be fortified at a fmall cxpence, 
and defended by a trifling garrJlbn j we left 
it about twelve o'clock, and had twenty- 
four miles to'go to the only houfe where 
we could find a good lodging. It was not 
a tavern, but the proprietor, Mr. Hunter^ 
received ftrangers with pleafure. The dif- 
ference between a real tavern, and^hofpi- 
table houfe of reception, is greatly to the 
advantage of the traveller ; for in America, 
as in England, publicans pay heavy taxes, 
and indemnify tbemfelves by their exorbi- 
tant charges. Mr. Hunter received us well, 
and in a very clean houfe, We fet out 
early the next morning, and after riding 
eight miles, always in dry, arid woods, 
we flopped to breakfaft at Mr. Patttfons. 
He is a fat man, about forty-five, difabled 
in his legs fince he was two years old j and 
fo helplefs tRat he cannot tranfport him- 
felf from one place to another, but by pufli- 
ing his chair. One would hardly think' 
than a man afflifted with fuch an infirmity, 
ihould chpofe to live in the midft of woods, 
^here 
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where he has no company but one white 
man fervant, and negi'oes of each fex. I 
believe him impotent in more than one 
refpefl:, for he has lived in a conftant ftatc 
of celibacy, and his oftenfible imbecility 
would have been no obftacle in a country 
where every body marries. 

After we had proceeded twenty miles 
farther, we flopped, at four o'clock, at a 
Scotfman's of the name of John/an, who Is 
the moft ridiculous pcrfonage imaginable. 
He pronounces Englifh in fo unintelligible 
a manner, that Mr. Dilion afked him, very 
ingenuoufly, what language he was fpeak- 
ing. As Mr. Johnfonwas an ill-tempered 
fellow, and a little drunk, I forefaw that 
this qiieftion could not fucceed, and would 
turn out to our diiadvantage, on quitting 
this fort of tavern. It happened as I ima- 
gined; for after a ftay of only three quar- 
ters of an hour, he was not aihamed to aflc 
y(-y^B(ii)//tfrjforabout twenty pounds weight 
of the leaves of Indian corn for our horfes, 
and two bowls of toddy for the fcrvants. 
I confoled myfelf, like Monfieur de Pour- 
ceaugnac in-Molieje, with the fatisfaition 
I 4 only 
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only, on paying hitp, of telling him my 
ientiments of his behaviour, and went 
twelve miles further to feek hofpitality at 
another Scotfman's, where we arrived at 
the clofe of day. But this was a very dif- 
ferent character from the other. He was 
an old man of fcvcnty-two, called Hodnettt 
who had been eftabliibcd in America above 
forty years, though but lately fixed in the 
plantation where he now lives. He was 
eager to pleafe, polite, and even inclined 
to com pliment, proud of being born in Eu- 
rope, and having paft fbme time at Cork, 
where he mifled, he told me, a fine oppor- 
tunity of learning French ; for he had lived 
with feveral French merchants, whofe 
liames he yet remembered, although it was 
upwards of fifty years ago. He enquired 
at leaft twenty times of me if I knew them, 
and brought me an old book, the only 
one he had in the houfe, which was a t»d 
treatife of geography. It was doubled in 
at the article of Cork, and one might fee 
that he often read this chapter, as the pa- 
per was more thumbed there than elfe- 
whcre. Whilft he prcfented mc with this 
book, 
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book, be obferved, with an air of itnport- 
ance^ that in his opinion it was the bcft 
geographical work exifting, nor was it dif* 
ficult to perceive that it was the only one 
he ever heard of. I amufed myrdf how- 
ever with afltiring him that he pofleflcd z 
real treafure, and that he ought carefully 
to prefcEve it. He went immediately to 
lock it up, and returned witli a fcrap of 
illuminated paper, which reprefented the 
arms and mottoes of the family of the 
Hodnetts. J made him happy by declar- 
ing they were known all over Europe, 
and furely it was not paying too dear for 
a good fupper and good beds; for the next 
morning be would not give us any bill. I 
thought proper, however, to pay him 
handfomely ; hoping, at the £une time, 
that the family of the Hodnetts would 
know nothing of it, nor think themielves 
under the neceiHty of adding the Cgn of an 
ale-hobfe to their annorial bearings. 

It was on the 23d, but the heat was al- 
ready very troublefome, when we arrived 
fo breakfaft at nine o'clok at Cumberland 
Court-houfe. Thisisthechiefmanor-houfe 
of 
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of a very confiderable country j it is fituat- 
ed in a plain of about a mile diameter, 
fixteen miles from Hodnett's. Befides the 
court-houfe, and a large tavern, its neccA 
fary appendage, there are feven or eight 
houfes inhabited by gentlemen of fortune. 
I found the tavern full of people, and un- 
derftood that the judges were aflcmblcd to 
hold a court of claims ; that is to fay, to 
hear and rcgiftcr the claims of fundryper- 
fons, who had furniflied provifions for the 
army- We know that in general, but par- 
ticularly in unexpeded invafions, the Ame- 
rican troops had no eftablifhed magazines; 
and as it was neceffary to have fubfiftence 
for them, provifions and forage were indif- 
criminately laid hold of; on giving the 
owners a receipt, which they called a «r- 
tificate. During the campaign, whilft the 
enemy was at hand, little attention wasgiven 
to this fort of loans, which accumulated 
inceSantly, without the fum total being 
known, or any means taken to afcertain 
the proofs. Virginia being at length load- 
ed with thefe certificates, it became necef- 
fary, fooner or later, to liquidate thefe ao* 
counts. 
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counts. The laft affembly of the State of 
Virginia, had accordingly thought proper 
to pafs a bill, authorizing the Jufliccs of 
each county to take cognizance of theie cer- 
tificates, to authenticate their validity, and 
to rcgifter thetn^ fpccifying the value of 
the provifions in money, according to the 
pftabliflied tariff. I had the curiofity to go 
to thecourt-houfcito fee how this affair was 
tranladted, and faw it was performed with 
great order andfimplicity. Thcjudgcs wore 
their common clothes, but were feated on 
an elevated tribunal, as at London in the 
Court of King's Bench or Common Pleas. 
One of them feeing me ftanding at the door 
of the hall, defcended from the bench, and 
invited me to go and take fome refrefh- 
meqt at his houfe, where the family would 
entertain me till the felTions were finished. 
I told him I was obliged to proceed on 
my journey J and really we had no time to 
lofe, for there yet remained twenty-eight 
miles to travel, and on a road fo un-» 
provided with every neceffary for travellers, 
thit though we intended giving our horfes 
another bait, we could not find forage nearer 
tbao 
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than ata fdiith's ihop, at twenty miles dif* 
taoce. As I intended therefore ftaying only 
half an hour at moft, I feated myfelf un* 
der fome trees j but Moniieur lyOyri hav- 
ing gone into the boufe, returned and told 
«3e there was a company of four or five 
young girls, all pretty and very well dref* 
fed. Curioiity inducing me to fee them, 
my attention was foon fixed upon a young 
woman of eighteen, who was fuckling her 
child. Her features were fo regular, anc} 
there was fuch decency and modefly in her 
behaviour, that ibe recalled to my mind 
thofe beautiful virgins of Raphael, the mo- 
dcl» (M* example of the beau ideal. As I no 
longer permit myfelf to confider beauty but 
■with a philofof hie eye *, I fliall here 
make 

* The reader vill here, doubdcTs, be «pt topi£lure 
to himCelf the Author as a grey-headed worn-out 
veteran, or an untmpafHoned, ftoical member of the 
French academy, barely remembering ** the days 
when he was young ;" but it is my duty to unde- 
ceive him { the Marquis dt Cha^tUme is a wdl-made, 
handfonte man, of about four and forty, witheycsrull 
of intelligence and fire, the carriage and deportment 
of a man of rank, and with a difpofition extremely 
remote from an indiffeience to beauty. 

Tbanslator. 
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make an obfervation which has occurred to 
me in foreign countries, particularly in 
England and America; it is, that the beauty 
of forms and of features, the beauty inde- 
pendant of grace, motion, and e3fpre£ion, is 
oftener found amongfl the people of the 
North, or amongil their defcendants, than 
in France, or towards the South. If I were 
toaffign the caufec^ this difference, I Ihould 
fay, that from fome unaccountable reafon, 
unconneded, donbtlefs, with the tempera- 
ture of the climate, the youth of both fexes 
are mwre forward, and more ripe, amongft 
them than with iis; frran which it refults, 
that young people, particularly young girls 
of twelve or thirteen, unite that round- 
nefs of form, freibnefs (^ complexion, and 
regularity of features, before they are mo- 
dified by paflions and habits.. 

In !F ranee it is quite different ; children 
are there very pretty to the age of feven or 
eight years j but it is feldom that girls pre- 
ferve their beauty to the age of puberty. 
This is the epoch, however, when we muft 
form our opinion of what they miy be ; 
but even thefc prognofUcks arc often deceit- 
ful. 
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fnl. This period is a kind of chryfalls, dC 
ilatc of probatiqn, in which the handfome 
become ugly, and the ugly handfome. It 
is fronri the age of twenty to twenty-five 
that the features develop and declare tbem- 
felves, and that Nature compleats her work, 
if aot diverted from her courfe by ficknefs; 
but efpecially by the moral and natural con- 
fequenocs of marriage. On the other hand, 
our women, this danger once over, retaift 
their beauty longei; than in any other coun-^ 
try. It appears as if their very fouls were 
identified in their featurcs,and watched over 
their prefervation j not a movement withou* 
a grace, no grace without expreffion j the 
defire of pleaHng improves and perpetuates 
the means j and Nature, rather aided tha:H 
counteracted by Art, is never abfolutely 
abandoned to a domeftic life, nor lavi(hed by 
an unlimited fecundity*. Thus ufeful trees 
may 

* It is certain that population Is not the main ob- 
ject of mairiage in France amongH the higher cIaC< 
fes. Amongft the nobility, in particular, the par- 
ties are generally contracted, when very young, hf 
their rcfpe£tive parents, who bring them together to 
make an heir oi two for tks family ; which objcd. 



vGoogIc 



NORTH-AMERICA. 1*7 

may ferve to decorate our gardens, if the too 
great quantity of fruit does not prevent the 
re-produAion'of their blolToms. Thele re- 
fledtions prove, that the French women 
have no reafon to envy ftrangers j that theif 
beauty, in fad, though longer in coming 
to maturity, and lefs perfeft, is more be- 
witching and more durable ; that if others 
furniffi better models for the painter, they 
Tvillftand the teftof a longer examination; 
and thati in {hort, if they are not always 
thofe wc mdft admire, they are certainly 
thofe we muA love the moH and the 
longeft. 

But let me return from this dangerous 

cxcurfion, and refume my journey. We 

had 

once eompleated, they part with as little afFedion at 
wbcn they met, -but with lefs paffion, and pafs the 
remainder of their lives in perfeA freedom, Whilft 
family duty is performing for family purpofcs, their 
condud is dilated, in general, by the niceft honour, 
and their noble blood is tranfmitted tolerably pure 
and free from contamination ; but *' unlimited ftcun- 
dity," as it is checked by fome on principles of ceco- 
Ootny and prudence, is deemed vulgar and barbareus by 
all, except the lower clafles, who are flrangers to this 
fyflcm of refineftient. Transiator. 
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had rode forty^four miles, and night was 
'doling faft upon us* when we arrived at 
PewbatanCourt-boufii thists a more recent, 
and more ruAic fettlement than that of 
Cumberland. It confifts only of two mean 
huts, one for the purpofe of hdding the 
iefllons, the other by way of publick 
iioufe; but which hitherto is fcarcely fit for 
the reception of travellers. It Is kept by a 
young man who has juH fettled here ; his 
wife is a tall, haodfome woman, his fifter-« 
in-lawnot quite fo pretty. Wehadagood 
fupper and good bed£, but our horfes were 
obliged to do without forage. The county 
of Powhatan takes its name from a King of 
the Savages, famous in the hiftory of Virgi- 
nia, who reigned at the commencement of 
the lafl: century ; when the colony formed 
its firfteAabliihmentat^^tjffldfT'ff'U'A, itwxs 
often necelTary to treat, and fometimes to 
.wage war with him. He is reprefented as 
A profound, but perfidious, politician. He 
had conquered all the country betwixt the 
Apamatock and B%y of Chefapeak, and was 
.dreaded by the neighbouring nations. 

8 
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• 'We left Powhatan the 24th, early in the 
morning, and, after having flopped twice, 
the iirfl time to breakfaft in a poor Uttle 
houfe, eight miles from Powhatan, and the 
laft, twenty-four miles further, at a place 
calledCSe^erfield G$urt-6oii/e,vfherc we {a.vr 
the ruins of the barracks formerly occupied 
by Baron Stuben, fince burnt by the Eng- 
lifh, arrived in good time at Peterjburg, 
This day's journey was al fo forty-four mU<s. 
The town of Peterfburg is fituated on the 
right bank of the Apamatock ; there are 
fome houfes on theoppofite ihore, but this 
kind of fuburb is a diftridt independent of 
Pcteriburg, and called Pocabunta. We 
pa&d the rlver-in a ferry-boat, and were 
conduced to a little public houfe about 
thirty fteps from thence, which had an in- 
di&rent appearance; but, on entering, we. 
found an apartment very neatly fvirnilhed ; 
a tall woman, handfomely drelTed, and of a 
genteel figure, who gave the neceflary orders 
for our reception, and a young lady, equally 
tall, and very elegant, at work. I enquired 
their names, which I found were not lefs 
entitled to reiped than their appearance. 
Vox,. II. K The 
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The miilrefs of the houfep already mice 
a widoWj was called Sp'encert and ber dau^-. 
ter, by her firfthufbaftd, Mtfs S^i^tdets. % 
was fhewn my bedchamlter; . and the iirft 
thing which ftruck me was a large magni- 
ficent harpficord, on which lay alfo a guitir^ 
Thefe muiical inftruments belonged toMMs 
Saunders, who knc[w vety well how to u& 
them i but as we Hood mor« in need of a 
good fupper than a concert, I was appre- 
henfive at iirfl of finding our landladies. t0o 
good company, and that we Ihould ha.y/^ 
fewer orders to give than compliments to 
make. Mrs. Spencer, however, happened 
to be the belt w^man in. the world; a g^f* 
cheerfHil creature, no c<»kimQ& difpc^tion 
in America; .and her -daughter, amidii 
the elegance of her appearance, was eiild, 
polite, and ^y in converfation. Bet 
to liungry travelers all this could, M tiw 
beft, be conAdered but as a good omea 
for the fupper, for which We had not Joeg 
to wait; forfcarcdy had we time to admin 
the neatnds and beauty tif the table-<:lotfa, 
before it was covered with plenty o£ good 
dithes, partiailarly fome wry iaKge and ex-' 
5 ccflcnt 
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crilbat filJi; We were veiy good friends 
withourcharming landladies before we went 
t» bed, and ■break&ftcd with them the next 
SBWoang: We were j uft going out to take 
a walk, Vfhcti jpc received a -nfit from Mr. 
r*^#r, P'hom I Jiad ieeh at Willipmfljurghi 
he i« a PruiEan, who had formerly been iri 
ihearmy, and, after having travdkd a great 
deal l-D Eucope; came and fettled in thi« 
country, where* byMs talents, fce-firft made 
his fortune; andj like every body elie; 
finifhe^ by tbraing planter. He is an ex:- 
cdJent rauiician, and plays ererylcind of in^ 
fifttment, WoJichitn^es his company irt 
great fequeft .by tiie whole neigbboiH-hood. 
Hetold us he was come to pafs a few days 
v/ithMts.Bmti^ag, one of the greateft land- 
holders in Vir^ijya, and proprietor of half 
the town of Peteribafg. He added, that flic 
hid .heard of ourirciv-sd, and hoped we 
Would acme and 'dine with her; which in- ' 
vitation we accepted, and put ourfelves un- 
der the guidance of Mr. Viflor, who firft 
took us to the war^bufes or magazines of 
ibbacco. Thefe warehoufes, of which 
there arc numbers in Virginia, though 
- K 2 unfortu- 
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unfortunately, great part of them has been 
burned by the Englifb, are under the direc- 
tion of public authority. There are in- 
fpeftors nominated to prove die quality of 
die tobacco brought by the planters, and 
if found good, they give a receipt for the 
quantity. The tobacco may then be conll- 
dered as fold, thefe authentic receipts circu- 
lating as ready mon^ in the country. For 
example: fuppofe I have depofited twenty 
hogflieads of tobacco at Petcrlburg, I may 
go fifty leagues thence to Alexandria or 
.Frederickfturg, and buy horfes, cloths, 
or any other article, with thefe receipts, 
which circulate through a number of hands 
before th^ reach the merchant who pur- 
chafes the tobacco for exportation. This 
is an excellent inftitudon, for by this means 
tobacco becomes not only a fort of bank- 
ftock, but current coin. You often hear 
the inhabitants fay, " This watch coft me 
tenhogflieads of tobacco; this horfefifteen 
hoglheads ; or, I have been ofiered twenty, 
&c." It is true that the price of this ar- 
ticle, which feldom varies in peace, is fuB- 
je<ft to fluftuations in time of war : but 
then, 
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&cn» hie who receives it in payment, makes 
a free bargain,- calculates the rifks and ex- 
pectations, and runs the hazard; in ihort, 
we may look on this as a very ufeful eAa- 
blifhment; it gives to commodities value 
and circulation, as foon as- they are manu- 
faflured, and, in Ibme meafure, renders 
the planter independent of the merchant. 

The warehoufes at Petcribujg belong to 
Mrs. Bowling. They were fpared by the 
£ngli(h, either becaufe the Generals Phil- 
lips and Arnold, who lodged with her, had 
fome refpedl for her property, or becaufe 
Aey wifhed to preferve the tobacco con- 
tained in them in expe(3ation of felling it. 
for their profit. Phillips died in Mrs. 
BowUng'p hovife, by which event the fu- 
pFctne command devolved upon Arnold ; 
and I heard it faid, that Lord Cornwallis, 
on his arrival, found him at great variance 
with the navy, who pretended that the 
booty belonged to them. Lord Cornwallis 
terminated the difpute, by burning the to- 
bacco J but not before Mrs. Bowling, by 
herintcreft, had time fufficient to get it re- 
pioved from her warehoufts. She was lucky 
K 3 enough. 
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enoa^, aA{&, to iave tier valuable property 
in the fame towo, confiftiog of a izrlll^ 
which turns fachanuinbcrpf mill-ftoiiiK^ 
bolting machines, cribbles, &:c. and, in Co 
^mplc itid eafy a manner, that it prodDces 
above j^.8oo a year fterling. I paifed op- 
waids of. an Jiopr in examining its vaFi- 
oitfe parts, and admiring the carpenter's 
■p^ork, and the. coniClcls^ioD. It is turned 
by the \raters of the Apamatoi:lc, which 
are conveyed to it by a canal excavated in 
the rock. Having continued our walk in 
the to«cn, where we ^w a number of fhops, 
many of which were well ftocfced, vfQ 
thought it time to pay ocr refpe£ts to Mrs, 
Bowling, and begged Mr. Vidtor to condufl 
us to her. Her houfe, or rather boufes, foe 
Jhe has two on the &me line refembling 
each other, which fhe propofes to join to^^ 
gether, are fituated on the fummit of a con- 
iEderable flope, which rifes from the level 
of the town of Peterlburg, and GOrrcfpdnds 
foesaftly with thecouTfeof the river, that 
tjierc is ho doubt of its baviiig formerly 
formed one of its banks. This Hope, and 
^he vail platform -on 'Which the hau& is 
• • \. -'- built, 
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built; are covered with gra&, which stfSotd 
exc^kiu -peil»i»gei and :vre alfo-her pro- 
perty. It WW forspcrly furround«d with 
rails, and (he raifed a number of fine horles 
^crc^ but th&.^nglifli'bucned the fences, 
9Dd carried away a grea^ number of the 
borfes. On our arrival we were faluted by 
Miis Bowling, % young lady of fifteen, 
{>flfie$Dg all ttiQ fre&oefs of her age; fh« 
Wasfolkwed by ber mother, brother, and, 
fiiler-in-law> The mother, a lady of fifty, 
has but little refembknce to her country* 
w^nen; {he is lively, a&lve, and intelli- 
gent; knows perfedly wdl how to manage 
her immenfe fortune^ and what is yet more 
nre, ktwws how to make ^ood ufe of It. 
Her fon and daughter-in-law. I had already 
feenatWilliamftjurgh. The young.gentle-. 
tmn appears tnild ^nd polite, but his wife, 
uievXj fev«ptfisa-,y.^arf of age, isaoioil in* 
tei%fting. acqqaintance,. not - only from her 
face and fonp,- which are cx^uifitely deli- 
&He, and qoite European, but from her 
bsing alfo defcended from the Indian Prin- 
cefe P0f«j(,$jvaf«i, doughtier of JCing Powba- 
tm, of ,v*hi)0(t i bavf alr^dy fpoken. We 
K'4 nwy 



ji-vGooglc 



i3« T R A V E L S I N 

may prefume that it is rather the dlfpofltioii 

of that amiable American woman, than her 

exterior beauty, which Mrs. Bowling in-^ 

herits. 

Perhaps they who aro not particularly 
Acquainted vnth the hiftory of Virginia, 
may be ignorant, that Pocahunta was the 
protec^refs of the English, and often fcreen- 
ed them from the cruelty of her father. She 
was but twelve years old when Captain 
SmitB, the braveft.the moft intelligent, and 
the moft humane of the firft Colonifts, fell 
into the hands of the favages j he already 
lindcrftood their language, and traded with 
thetn feveral times, and often appcafcd the 
quarrels between the Europeans and themj 
often had He been obliged alfo to fight 
them, and to punifli their perfidy. At 
length, however, under the pretext of com- 
merce, he was drawn into an ambulh, and 
the only two companions who accompanied 
}iim,fcllbcforehiseyesj but, thoughalone, 
by his dexterity he extricated himfelf from 
"ihe troop which furroundedhim, until, un- 
fortunately, imagininghe could fave himfelf 
"by croCing a morafs, he ftuck j^ft, Co that 
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tiie ravages, agalnft whom he had no means 
of defending blmfelf^at laft took and bound 
him, and ccndufted him to Powhatan. 
The King was fo proud of having Captain 
Smith in his power, that he Tent him in tri- 
umph to all the tributary Princes, and or- 
dered that he (hould be fplendidly treated, 
till he returned to fuffer that death which 
was prepared for him •« 

The 

* Dr. Roberifiii, Mr. Maity and a numbei of 
writers have given an account of the cruel mode t^ 
iriiich the Indians torture theji prifoners of var, 
before they put them to death. During my refidence 
]iear Alexandria, in Virginiai in 1782, I had the 
following relation of their barbarous treatment, from 
a gentleman who had juft efcapcd out of the baiub 
pf theft infernal furies. Caiantl CrawforJ, and his 
ion, two great land furveyors, and moQ refpe^ble 
planters in Virginia, in heading a party againft the, 
Indians and Tories, aided by fome light hoife front 
the Britiih frontiers, who had fpread horror and de- 
vaftstion through the infant bacic fettlements of the 
United Scatts, v;ere defeated and made prilbners. 
The gentleman, from whom I had this account, was 
furgeon to the party, and was conducted, with Mr. 
Crawford and bis Ion, to be lacrlficed in his turn, at 
one of the Indian villages, to the manes of their 
people flain in battle. The bloody buitnefscommen- 
^ widi Mr. Ciaiirfofj} ^e father, who wsu deli- 
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The fatal mooiient at laA arrived, Cap^ 
laaa Smith was. kid upoo the houth of the 

vered oyer to tht women, and being faftened to alUk^ 
in tbe center of a circle formed by the favages and 
ihtir «lB*t, the female furies, afler the pi^ambleof a 
IMF ias^ began by tearing oilt tbe luils of his DOfll 
ud fingers then proceeded, at confidcrablc intervals^ 
to f:ut off his nofe and ears ; after which they ftuck 
lits lacerated body full of pitch pinesj Targe pieces of 
which they inferted, horrid to relate ! into his pri- 
Tate parts ; to all of which they fet fire, and which ' 
«eni)t»Md bwning, amidft the tnconctivable tortures 
id tbe unhappy man, ioT a cimfiderablc time. Afuf 
fb.m gtuttirig their ^venge, by arts of barbarity, tbe 
fiitcefs hi which was fcpeatcdly applaiufed by tbs 
farroimding demons, -they cut off his genitals, and 
^ffirng in ufon bim, finMhed his nifery witb tbnr 
KnnDhawks, and hacked his body limb from limb. 
This dreadful fcene pxSed intheprefrncc of the fon 
of tbe unbappy fttffcrer, and d)e furgeon, who were 
to be conveyed to different villages to undergo the 
fimefate. The next day, accordingly, young Craw-r 
ford was fhcriikrd with the fans circumAaaces of 
fcorrorj after which, the furgeon, bring entruflc4 
to the cue of four of tbe faragn, > nka fortanately 
got drunk with fome ram, giveti tbem' as a. ro> 
comperrce by their EHropean frjeiMts, cfcaped front 
them in the woods, and, bound as he was, waoder- 
•d for four or five and twenCy days, fuWfling oq 
(eaves and- berries, bef<»e-he readied the oeigfa« 
bourhood 6f ■Win^hfftw, (i^tKRce be got <dowit t« 
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fai^ Kiag, and his head placed upon s 
hrge i\xnas to receive the ftroke of death, 
jvhen Pocahonla, the youngefl: ant) dar- 
ling daughter of Pouchatan, threw hcrfe]f 
vpon his body^ clajped him in h^r aroas, 
and decided, that if the cruel fentetice were 
Qfccuted, the firil blow &ould fall on her. 
'M^Javages {^bfciutefomtet^ti? and tyrants 
not 

JUenndrie. Ataon^Aefe w»tchu tns one Simm 
Cirtji a natiue of Viigink*. who was formerly well 
acquainted with ColotipL Crawford, and bad beca 
employed by tlic aflenlbly of Virginia to conciliate 
As lavages, and gbtain thnr neotralityj but who 
- b»in{ been. dAeded by the 'Qeycnoi in fotne m^* 
yeijacbns of the public mopey entnifted ta hJatky and 
bis- duplicity difcovercd, went over to the BriciOi, 
and became more nwrcilefs than the worft of the|s 
infernal hell-hoands, Mr. Crawford, in tbemidftof 
fav treDiendiHis fuSttingi, fmng Girty fimding: in 
&e circle, witlv a gun; called to hira by hianamey 
and implored him ai an old . friend, 4 ehriftian, 
^d a countryman, to fboot him, and by that aA 
of mercy relieve bim from his mifery ; but the in- 
luunan nODfltr taurttingly' replied, " M», Cnivfbrd^ 
} have got ^a ptv/dtr't your »Qembly did tjf>t cta|ifc to 
truft roe, and you muft now pay for it," and conti- 
nued tb Icaft hTs eyes with the bloody facrifice. .;*^- 
TRfHSLATORf 
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jiot excepted,) are invariably more affofbed 
by the tears of infancy, than the voice 
of humanity. Powhatan could not refiil 
l^tearsand prayers of his daughter; Cap- 
tain Smith obtained his life, on condition' 
of paying for his ranfom a certain quantity 
of maikets, powder and iron uecnUls j but 
bow were they to be obtained ? They would 
neither permit him to return to James- 
Town, nor let the Englifh know where he 
was, left they Hiould demand hioi fword 
in hand: Captain Smith, who was as fep- 
fible as courageous, faid, that if Powhatan 
would permit one of his fubjedts to carry 
to James-Town a little board which he 
would give him, he fliould find under a 
tree, at the day and hour appointed, all the 
articles demanded for his ranfom. Powha- 
tan confented, but without having much 
£iith in his promifes,believii^ it to be only 
an artifice of the Capt^n's to prolong hi« 
life. But he had written on the board a 
few lines fufficient to give an account of 
his fituation. The mefilenger returned, 
The King fent to the place fixed upon, an4 
was 
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IW8 greatly aftonifhed to find every thing 
which had been demanded. Powhatad 
could not conceive this mode of tranfmit- 
ting thoughts, and Captain Smith vm 
henceforth lookeiiupon as agreat magician, 
tp whom they could not ihew too much re- 
fpe£t. He leA the lavages in this opinion, 
and haftened to return home. Two or 
^ree years after, fome frelh diiFerences 
arifing amidft them and the English, Pow- 
hatan, who no longer thought them for- 
ccrers, but ftill feared their power, laid a 
horrid plan to get rid of them altogether. 
His projed was to attack them in profound 
peace, and cut the throats of the whole 
colony* The night of this intended con- 
fpiracy, Pocahunta took advantage of the 
obfcurity, and in a terrible ftorm which 
kept the favages in thpir tents^'efcaped from 
her father's houfe, advifed the Englifh to 
be upon their guard, but conjured them to 
fpare her family, to appear ignorant of the 
jntelligence Ihe had given, and terminate all 
their differences by a new treaty. It would 
be tedious to relate all the fervices which 
this 
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this ai^gel of peao? venct^ed to both ik»s 
tions. I fliall only add»:thQt the EngliiQi, 

' I know not irqm wh«t ipQtivijS} but cer- 
tataly agamfl all faifh ^n^ cquUy, thought 

, propar to carry her offi. X^ong' ^tid bitterljr 
did ihe deplore hrar fate, and the oaly coc^ 
ibUtion ihe had wfts Captain Stnith, io 
whom ihe found a fecood father. She 'wa0 
treated -with groat reTpedf agd married tp 
a -planter of the name of RoU^, who foo^ 
after took her to England* Thi^- was ift 
the reiga o£ yamei tAe Fif^i .znia <t k iai^ 
that this monarch, j)edaQtic and ridiculous 
tn eveiy point, was ib infatuated with the 
prerqgltives of royalty, that he <expreired 
his diipleafure, that one of his fubje£b 

' Jhould dare to marry , the daughter even c^ 
a iavage King. It will aot perhaps be dif- 
ficult to decide .on this occafionj whether 
it was thc.favagcKing whodarived honoitt 
from fuiditig himfelf placed upon a levcd 
with the £ur<^>ean prince, or the Bngliih 
anonarch, who by his pride and prejudice^ 
reduced hlmfelf to a level with the chi^ 
of ifbe lavages. lie thatasit.will,.C^t^n 
Smith, 
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Smhh, who had returned t» London before 
the arrival <)f Pocahuat^* wac extronely 
happy to itxi her agam» fyafcda^ not c» 
treat her y^Uh the fam?.i^iMliarkx^ 3( 
Jatoc«-T,<>wn. As foon ae, flic faw hun, 
ihe tlvew.herrelf.intp hisa3'n)$,callinghiia 
her father j but ii[i4ing ths^ be neither re-< 
tMriied her carefles with tqaal warmth, nor 
the endearing title of daughter, ihc torned 
afide her head and wept bitterly, and it was 
aloiij time before they couldobtain a £n- 
glc won} from her. Captain Smith enquir- 
ed feveral times what could be the cauie of 
ha-afflidtion.'— " What!" Cud fhe. "did I 
" not Save 4h'y liic in Amerida ? Whea I wat 
" torn from the arms of my father, and 
** «^u<%ed -araongA thy friends, didft 
" thou not pr^nik to he t father to me ? 
" DidA <bou not affure Boe, that if I went 
" iwo thy coumry thop wopldft be my fa- 
" ther, and that I ihould be thy ikughter 2 
" Thdu haA;4eceived rae, and behold me, 
•* now here> a granger and an orphan." 
It was not difficult for &e Captain to Jnake 
bis peace with, this c^rining creature, 
. he tendwJbf iov«d^ He prcfented 
her 
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her to feveral people of the firft quality, 
but never dared take her to court, from 
trhich hownrer ihe received feveral favours. 
After a refidence of ieveral years in England, 
an example of virtue and piety, and attach- 
ment to her hufband, £he died, as ihe vras 
on the point of embarking on her return to 
America. She left an only fon, who was 
married, and left only daughters ; thefe 
daughters, others j and thus, with the fe- 
male line, the blood of the amiable Poca- 
hunta now flows in the veins of the young 
and charming Mrs. Bowling. 

I hope I fhall be pardoned this long d£- 
greflion, which may be pleafing to fomc 
readers. My vifit to Mrs. Bowling and 
her family, having convinced me, that % 
Should pafs part of the day with themagree- 
ably, I continued my walk, with a pro- 
mifc of returning at two o'clock. Mr. Vic- 
tor conduced me to the camp formerly oc- 
cupied by the enemy, and te|}ified his re- 
gret that I could not take a liearer view of 
Mr. Banttifier's handfo'mc country-houfe, 
which was in iight ; there being no other 
obfiacle however than the diftance, about 
a mile 
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f mite and a half, and tlie noonday heat, 
ve debrtnined that this llhould not ilop us i 
aadv walking flowly, we reached, without 
fttigde, thisjioafe, which i« really worth 
ftetng. It is decorated rather in the Itlliani 
than the Englifh of American ftyle, having 
three porticoes at the three principal en^ 
tries, each of th6m fupportcd by four co- 
lumns*. It was then occupied by an in* 

* The Italian arcbitefture, that of porticoes in 
particular, is admirably adapted to all hot climates^ 
Rnd of coiirfe to the Southern States of America. 
The fame motives therefore, which induced the in-* 
Vention of this mode of buildini; in ancient Greece 
■nd Rome, and in general throughout the Eailern 
world, would naturally give rife to the fame inven- 
^ons of convenience infimilaf climatefj and, in fad, 
thnagh riie richei^ and more poli{hed defcendants of 
Britain m the Neir World, may be fuppofed to 
adopt thefe porticoes from Italy, as the cultivated, 
mind of the Author im;tgines ; the very poorefl fee- 
tier, nay even the native Itidian, invariably attempts 
fdme kind of fubftitutje for this neceOary proteflion 
ftoin the fun and weather. Every tavern or inn is 
provided with a covered portico for the convenience 
of its gucfts,' and this evidently from the neccffity of 
the cafe. We have only to examine the refources 
of the lavage illander in the Pacific Oceati, and recur 

Vol. n. L habitant 
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habitant of Carolina^ called Neljorif who 
had been driven from his country by the 
war, ' which followed him to Feterfburg. 
He invited me to walk in, and whilft he 
made me, according to cuftotn> drink a 
glafs of wine, another Carolinian, of the 
same of Bull, arrived to dine with him. 
The latter was a militia General, and came 
from General Greene's army, where fiis; 
time of fcrvice was expired. The hiftory 
of Mr. Bull, which is not long, will 
give a general idea of the ftate of the 
Southern Provinces. Poflefled of a great 
number of negroes, large pcrfooal property, 
particularly in plate, previous to, and dur- 
ing the war, he.did not think proper^ after 
the capture of Charles-Town, to expofe his 
wealth to the rapacity of the Englifli. He 
fct oiF therefore with two hundred negroes, 
followed by a great number of waggons la- 
den with his ei&£ts, and provtfions for his 
little 

tc the origin of all archice^re, from the fiuted 
Corinthian in the halt of empire to the ruftic pray 
of the thatched roof, to difcover the natural pro* 
grefs of the human mind, and the fimilarity of hu- 
man genius. TRAHSLATOit.. 
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little army, and travelled, in this manner, 
thro' South and North Carolina, and part of 
Virginia, pitching his campevery evening in 
the moil commodious iituations. At length 
he arrived al Taiakoe, on James's River, tti» 
leal of his old friend Mr. Randoifb, a rich 
planter of Virginia, who gave him a fpot 
of ground near his houfe, on which his ne- 
groes built one for hitttfelf. Here he lived 
in tranquillity, furrounded by his Haves and 
his flocks, until Arnold and Phillips invad- 
ed Virginia, and approached his new afy.>i 
lum. Mr. Bull once more departed with 
his wealth, his flocks, and negroes, to retire 
into the upper country near Frederickf- 
burg. On my alking him what he would 
have done, had we not opportunely arrived 
to expel the Englifti, who intended to com- 
pleat the conqueft of Virginia, " I should 
have retired to Maryland," he replied, — 
end if they had gone thither ? — " I Ihould 
have proceeded to Penfylvania, and fo on, 
even to New England." Does not this re- 
call to mind the ancient patriar(!hs emigrat- 
ing with, their families and flocks, with a 
certainty of finding every where a country 
La to 
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to receive and nourifii them * ? General 

SuU was preparing to return to Carolina, in 

bopefl 

• I^have already faH, that I had the fiappmefs of 
a particular acquaintance with many of the principal 
{entlemen of South Carolina. The reflexion on 
the pleaTitig hours I paflM with them in Ae'it exiled 
fituation at Philadelphia, and the warm friendfliip' 
with which they honoured me, whilft it recoocilei 
ne to the world, and foothes the memory of jfiaft 
fufferings, touches the tendereft aSeflions of a len- 
fible and grateful heart. My bofom best high with 
genuine ardour in the caufe fw which they facrificed 
eicry [^rfonal cooiideration, but I had frequently 
the opportunity of appreciating that facriiice. Seeing 
what I faw, I want no inftances of Greek or Roman 
virtue to ftimulatemy feelings, or excite myemuh' 
tioo ; and it will ever be matter of congratulation vnA 
me, to have witnefled, in the principal inhtbltanu of 
Carolina, all the bUndifliments of civilJEed fociety, 
the love of life and all its bleffings, a humanity void 
of reproach, aft hofpttality not exceeded in the pa- 
triarchal ages, contrary to the paradoxes of fyfiema- 
tic writers, blended with the inflexible virtue which 
'diftinguilhed the heft and pureft ages of the world. 
Trom the number, I Hull only feled the brilliant 
examples of Major Pierct Butler^ and Mr. Arthmr 
MiddleiBn. Wealth, honour, tntereft, domcf- 
tic happlnefs, their children, were nothing in tbs 
eyrs of fuch men, though calculated to enjoy, 
and to communicate happtoels ia every fphera^ 
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■lu^es lienceforth of pafHng happier days, 
^fter putting many queftions to him re- 
fpe^ng ad^irs to the Southward, which 
be anfwered with great franknefs and good 
ienfe, I returned to Mrs. Bowling's, where 
I was notdifappointed io finding agooddin- 
jiCFt the honours of which (he did with 
much cordiality, without rcAraint, orcere- 
inony. After dinner, Mifs Bowling played 
qn the harplicord, and fung like an adeptin 
piilfiCf although hervoice was not agreeable; 
whilft the defcendant of Ppcahunta touched 
it guitar, and fung like a perfon unlkilled in 
inufic, but with a charming voice. On my 
return home,.! k^d another concert; Mifs 
Sauaders finging feme airs, which (he ac- 
companied fometimes with the harpficord, 
sad ^mctjmes with the guitar, 

' l> 3 Next 

irhen put in competition witb the great objeAs of 
iiniverfal public happiners, and facred Freedom's 
^mIjt caufe. How painful is it to be compelled to 
add, that fuel) was the ctdd, felfifh fpirit of too many 
pf tbe ipbabitants of Philadelpbia towards their Cs- 
lt>lina brethren, who had every claim upon their fym- 
pathy and good offices, as to merit tbe indignation of 
way feeling mind, aad to fix an indelible ftaui upoq 
. tittif cbv»to 1^ neo uxi citizeoi. 

Tbanilator, 
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Next day wc were obliged to quit thlj 
good houfe and agreeable company; but; 
before I left Petcrfburg, I obferved that 
it was already a flouriihing town, and muft 
become more fo every day, from its favour- 
able fituation with rcfpcfl: to commerce, 
Firft, bccaufe it is placed immediately be- 
low the Falls, or Rapids of the Apamatocfc, 
and the river can here float veflels of fifty 
or fixty tons burthen. Secondly, bccaufe 
the productions of the Southern part of 
Virginia have no other outlet, and thofo 
even of North Carolina are gradually tak- 
ing this way, the navigation of the Roanoke 
and Albemarle found being by no means 
fo commodious as that of the Apamatock 
and Jan[ies's River. But thefe advantages 
are unfortunately balanced by the infalu*, 
brity of the climate; for I have beep af- 
fured, that of all the inhabitants of the 
three little burghs of Pocahunta, of Bland- 
ford and Peteriburg, which may be coni- 
fidered as forming one town, not two per- 
fonsare to be found who arc natives of the 
country. Commerce and navigation, ng^r 
withftanding, produce a concourfe of ftranr 
|ers, The fituatiop^ belidcs^ is agreeable, 
an4 
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md the climate may probably be rendered 
more falubrious by draining feme moraflu 
in the neighbonrh'ood. 

Five miles from Peter(burg, we palled 
Ac ftnall rivfcr of Randolph, over a ftone 
tiridge } and travelling through a rich and 
well peopled country, arrived at a fork of 
roads* where we were unlucky enough pre- 
eifely to Inake choice of that which did 
not lead to Richmond, the place of our def- 
tination. But we had no reafon to regret 
our error, as it was only two miles about 1 
and we fkirted James river to a charming 
place called ^arw/c^t, where a groupe of 
handfome houfes form a fort of village, 
and there are feveral fuperb ones in the 
neighbourhood; amongft others, that of 
(polonei Carey *, on the right bank of the 
river, and M. Randolph's on the oppoHtc 
ihore. One muft be fatigued with hearing 
the name of Randolph mentioned in tra- 
velling' in Virginia (for it is one of the moH 
ancient families in the country) aRandolph 
being amongft the iiril fettlers, and is like- 
wife one of the moft numerous and rich. 

* This' is the gentleman whofe fine mills were 
burnt by Atiudd, as menttooed in the London Ga- 

^tte. TftAK8|.AT0K< 
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Jt is divided into fevcn or eight brancllMj, 
and I aro not afraid of ey?ggerating, \yhcii 
I fay, that they poileis an income of up- 
wards of a million of livrcs. It is only 
twenty-five miles from Peterfburg to Svichr 
mond» but as we had loll our way, and tra- 
veiled but Howly, it was near three p'clpcj^ 
when we vczcheA ^ancb^er, afortof ftibrr 
urb to IlLichmond, on the right \^^}f. jpf 
the river, vy^hcre you pafs the ferry. The 
paffage was fljort, there bf ing tjyo boats for 
the accommodation of travellers. Thougb. . 
Richmond be already an old tpv?n, an4weU 
fituated for trade, b.eing built pn the fpo$ 
^yhere James river begins tp be navigable, 
that is, juH below theRapids, it was, befoia 
the war, one of the leail coofiderable io 
Virginia, where they are alU iii general, vei^ 
fmall J but the feat of g&yernment having 
been removed from Wiliiamiburgh,. it is 
become a real capita}, and is augmenting 
every day. It vias npceflary, doiibtlefe, to 
pl^ce the legJ4ative body at a diftance from 
the fea-coait, where it was expoied to cfao 
fapid andunexpeftol inroads of thcEngUfbi 
^yt \ViiIiamfbyr2h ^ad the ftiU fajrthssr jn-* 
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jconvenjence of being 0tuated at the ex* 
Utnuty of the ftate, which obliged a great 
par; of the Delegates to make a longjoar* 
pey to the AlTeinljly ; beHdes, that from its 
poiitiop b^weea James and York rivers, it 
has no por( nor communication with them, 
.but by fiijall creeks very difiicult for navi- 
^tioo, whijfl: veflpls of 200 tons come 
^p to Richmond. This new capital is di» 
.vided into thr£e parts, one of which is oa 
^e edge of the river, and may be confidered 
i$ the port i the (wo others are built on two 
eminences, which are feparat^ by a Uttlc 
valley.. | was condu£ted to that on the 
weft, vvhere I found a good inn, and my 
Jod^ngs and dinner ordered by a ieirant 
V'hopi } bad feiit on two days before, with 4 
Jame hprfe. We wepe fervpd, therefore, im-* 
4J}ediately, but with fuch magnificence and 
prqfufion, that there would have b^n too 
much for twenty per&ns, ^very plate that 
was brougbtusprodpcedaburftof laughter, . 
}]ut opt without cgnfiderabie alarm for tho 
liiU ic^ the nesct d^y ; for I had been ap- 
prized that the inns at Richmond werp 
MP^pipfRCinly ejftrava^ntf I ^fcaped, how-r 
?ver, 
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ever, for fcven or eight Louis d'ors, which 
was not enormous, confidering our expen- 
diture. A ihort time before, Mr. de Ro- 
cbambean had paid five and twenty Louis, 
at another inn, for fomc horfes which re^ 
mained there for four or five days, although 
lie neither ate nor ilept in it hicnfelf. Mr. 
Formicah, my landlord, was more hondt ; 
his only error was the exalted idea he had 
formed of the manner in which French Ge- 
neral Officers muft be treated. He is a 
Neapolitan, who came to Virginia with 
Lwd Dunmoret as his Maitre cCHotel, but 
he had gone rather round aboat, having 
}3ccti before in Rufiia. At prefent he has 
a good houfe, furniture, and Haves, and wlU 
foon become a man of cojife^uence in his 
new country. He Hill, however, recoUefls 
his native land with pleafure, and I have no 
doubt that my attention in addreffing him 
only in Italian, laved me a few Louis. 

After dinner I went to pay a vifit to Mr, 
Sarrifon, then Governor of the Stete. I 
found him in a homely, but ipacioue enough 
houfe, which was fitted up for him. As 
ihe Afietpbly was qot then fitting, then 
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■WAS nothing to diftinguifli him from other 
citizens. One of his brothers, who is a 
Colonel of Artillery, and one of his fons, 
who a<Ss as his Secretary, were with him. 
The converfation was free and agreeable, 
which he was even defirous of prolonging j 
foronmy riling in half an hour, left I might 
interrupt him, he afiured me that the bufi- 
nefs of the day was at an end, and defired 
me to rellime my feat. We talked much 
of the iirft Congrefs in America, In which 
he fat for two years, and which, as I have 
already faid, was compofcd of every perfon 
diftinguifhed for virtue and capacity on the 
continent. This fubjed led us naturally 
to that which is the moft favourite topic 
amongft the Americans, the origin and com- 
mencement of.the prefent revolution, It is 
a circnmllance peculiar to Virginia, that 
the inhabitants of that country were ccr^ 
tainly in the beft fituation of all the cdiom 
nifts under the Englifti government. The 
VirginiSns were planters, rather than mer- 
chants, and the objcflis of their culture were 
rather valuable than the refult of induftry, 
fhey poficffcd;, almoft cxclufively, the pri- 
Vilc§e4 
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vileged article of tobacco, which thcKagr 
liih came in queft of into the very heart o£ 
the country, bringing in exchange ev£i^er- 
tfcle of utility, and even of luxury. X^cy 
had a particular regard and predilei^ipn for 
Virginia, and favoured accordingly the pe- 
culiar difpofition of that country^ vherp 
cupidity and indolence go hand-in-hand, 
and ferve only as boundaries to each othcf . 
]t was undoubtedly no eafy mattcf there- 
fore, to perfuade this people to take up 
arms, becanije the town of Bofton did not 
fchufe to pay a duty upon tea, and vi^as ta 
open rupture with England. To produce 
this effect, Ic !iv3s neceflary to fubftitute 
ftdivity for indolence, and foreiight for in* 
^i6ference. That idea vi^as to be awaken. 
fd at which every man, educated in the 
principles of the Englilh conititution, 
jhudders, the. idea of a fervjle fubmiflioo 
|o a tax to which he has not himfelf coa- 
fenited. The preciie cafe however relativo 
to them, had not yet occurred, though every 
enlightened mind forefaw that fuch waf 
(he Qbje£t, and would be the inevitable con^ 
fcquence of the early meafures of the go* 
vernment ; 

i 
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iMfninefit : but bow were 4be people to b« 
coBVincdd of thi» ? By trhdt other motivs 
cMd they be brought to adopt decifive 
meafures, if not be the confidence they 
repofed in their leaders t Mr. Harrifon in- 
formed mo, that when he w^ on the point) 
of fating out with Mr. Jcffferfdn and Mr.' 
Lee to attend the iirft Congrcfs at Philadel- 
phia, a number of refpe£table, but unin^* 
formed inhabitaots, waited upon, and adu 
iro^ tbem as follows : " You aiTerl thAt 
" there iS a fixed intention to invade our 
" rights and privileges ; We own that Wfi 
" do not fee this clearly, but fince you 
" flfiUfe tis that it it io, we believe the fa£t; 
** We arc aboiit io take a very* dangerous 
" ficp, but v?e confide In you, and are ready 
** to fupport you in every metfure you fliall 
" think proper to adopt/' Mr. Harrifort 
added, that he found htrhfelf greatly reliev- 
«d by :t fpeech made by Lord North foon 
after, in which he could not refrain from 
avowing, in the elearcil manner, the plan 
rf the Britiih Government *. This fpeech 
was 

• 1 dannot here reflft tranfcribing x paDage from 
Mr, Paynes celebrated Letter to the Mki Raynal, 
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was printed ia the public papers, and all 
America rang with its contents. Return- 
ing 

which merits preferradon, ihd may ferve to illuf- 
trate the idcu of America refpe£ting the general views 
of Britain, in hopes that every reAe£ting Englifh- 
man is at length difpaffionate enough to bear the 
obfervation. " I fhall now take my leave of this 
** paflagc of the Abbe, with an obfervation, which 
** until fomcthing unfolds itfelf to convince me of 
** the contrary, I cannot avoid believing to be true j 
** which is, that it was the Axed determination of 
*' the Britifh cabinet to quarrel wiib America at all 
•* events. They {the members who compofe the 
■* cabinet] had no doubt of fuccefs, if they Cduld 
** once bring it to the ifliie of a battle ; and they 
** jexpeded from a conqueft, what they could nei* 
" ther propvfe with decency, nor hope for by nego- 
** tiation. The charters and conftitutions of the 
" colonies were become to them matters of offence, 
•* and their rapid progrefs in property and popula- 
** tion were beheld with difguft, as the growing and 
** natural means of independence. They faw no 
** way to retain them. long, but by reducing them 
■' in time. A conqueft would at <»ice have made 
«' them lords and landlords ) and put them in pof' 
** feffion both of the revenue and the rental. The 
** whole trouble of government wou)d have ceafed 
** in a viAory, and a final end been put to remon- 
*' ftrance and debate. The experience of the flamp- 
*■ a£t had taught them how to quarrel, with the sd- 
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iDg afterwards to Virginia, b$ faw the Czmo 
perfons who had thus addreffed him oa his 
departure, who now confeffcd that he had 
not deceived them, and that henceforward 
thc^ were refolutely determined upon war. 
Thcfe 
" nn^ges of cover and conreniencCt >ii<I thejr htd 
" i)Othing to do but to renew the fcene, and put 
" contention into motion. They hoped for a re- 
*' bcllion, and they made one. They expe£led a 
** declaration of independence, acd they were not 
*' dilappointed. But afcer this, they looked for 
*' vi^ory, and they obtained a defeat. If this be 
" taken as the generating caufe of the contell, then 
** it every part of the conduft of the Britifh mini- 
" ftry- conflftentt from the commencement of die 
" difpute, until the ligning the treaty of Paris, (the 
" American and French alliance] after which, con- 
" queft becoming doubtful, they had recourfe to ne- 
** gotiation, and were again defeated. If we takes 
** reriew of what pare Britain has adcd, we Iball 
" find every thing which ought to make a nation 
*' blufb. The mod vulgar abufe, accompanied by 
" diat fpecics of haughtioefs which diftingutfiies 
** the hero of a mob from the chataSer of a gentle- 
" man ; it was as much from her mameriy as from 
** her injuftice, that fhe loft the colonies. By the 
** Utter &e provoked their principles, by the for- 
" mer {he exhaufted their patience. And it ought 
" to be held out to the world, to Ihew, how necef. 
*' lary it iS to conduft the bufinefs of government 
i^ with civility." • Traniiator. ' 
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Thefe particular details cannot butbeu:&:« 
fiti to fuch Europeans aa arc defirous of 
filing a Juft idea of thofe great events, in 
iphtch they took fo deep an intereft ; fo^ 
ilrcy woirid be much deceived iii imagin-* 
ing that all the Thirteen States of America 
were iflvariably animated by the fame fpirit, 
and aff^dlcd by the fame fcntimints. But 
they would commit a flill greater error> 
did they imagine, that thefe people re» 
femWeeach other in their forms of govern- 
ment, their manners and opinidns. One 
vaxiH. be in the country itfelf ; one inuA be 
at^qminted with the language, and take a 
pleafure in converfing, and in Hftening, to 
be qualified to form, and that flowly, a 
proper opinion and a decifivc judgment". 
After 

* The fame ii^cniout author of Cmwian Senfit 
rnxkes smother obfervation, in his anfwer to the viij 
ignorant, or very prejudiced work of the Abbe Ray- 
sal on the revolution of America, to which, how- 
itvcr it, may miHtate againK the utility of the prefcnt 
publication, oi the notes of the Tranflator, he cmn* 
oot avoid perfe^Iy fiibfcribing : viz. " I never yet 
I" faw an European dcfcription of America that wai 
>' true, neither can any perfon gain a jixfl: idea of it* 
" .but by coming to it." Trahsiato*. 
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After this refleflion, the reader will not be 
furprized at the pleafure I took ih converf- 
iog with Mr. Harrifon^ Befides that I was 
particularly happy to form an acqOaintance 
with a man of fo cftimable character in 
every refpedt, and whoic heft eulogium it 
16 to fay, that he is the intimate friend of 
Dr. Franklin*. He preyed me to dine 

* Tbe illullrious anil amiable chandcr of Dr. 
Fnnklm is far beyobd aij praife. To have known 
him I to have been a frequent witneli to the diftin- 
guillted a^ of his great mind ; to have been in a 
filiation to leafn, and to admire his cocnprehenllve 
views, and benevolent motives ; to have heard the 
^fouod maxims of inte pbilofbphy and found po- 
Ittict, dro[J from his lips with all the udaffis^ed fim- 
plicitj' of the mofl iodiScreat converfadon; tohaye 
heard htm deviate fiom the depths of reafon, and 
adapt his inltru£tive difvourfe to the capacity and 
telnper of the young and gay j to have enjoyed ia 
fl)ort, the varied luxuries of bis delightful focie^* is a 
tuh]e& of triumph and confolation, of which oDthing 
can deprive ihe. de too as frell as the epviOii) aiwl 
ioterefted enemies of his trahfcenileht merit, muft 
drop from off the fccne, but bis name, «rr firtk' 
mill, is inrcribcd in indelible chara&rs on the im- 
mortal roll of philpfopby and freedom ; for the ir^ 
liaitja virha of the moU hoiieft advocate of freedom 

Vot. Hi M with 
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with him next day, and to pafs another 
day at Richmond j but as there was no^ 
thing to excite curiolity in that town, aod 
I was defiroue of flopping at Wcitover be- 
fore I returned to Williamfbargh, where I 
was anxious to arrive, we fet out the 27th 
tt eight in the morning, under the efcort 
of Colonel Harrifon, who accompanied us 
to a road from which it was impoHible xo 
go aftray. We travelled, fix and twenty 
miles without halting, in.uery hot weather, 
but by a very agreeable road, with magni- 
ficent houfes in view at every inftant; for 
Ae banks of James-River form the garden 
of Virgiaia. That of Mrs. Bird, to which 
i was going, furpafl«s them all in the mag- 
nificence ' of the baildings, the beauty of 
its 

of the preferit age, the late Serjeant Glynn, on a great 
occaCon, the adion againft Lord Halifax for tbe 
falfe tmprifonment of Mr. Wilkes, may with pecu- 
. liar juftfce be applied to this great man. *' Fnu mt» 
'* in VihoU f evolving agtt can he fiund^ who dar§ ep- 
. ** pafe tbtafehott to tbe farce tf tyranny^ and vAoJtfin- 
'* t^t irtafli aniain the J^irh ef nationi," 

TRANStAtOR. 
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its fituation, and 'the pleafures'of fociety *. 
■ Mrt.'fl/rafisthewidowofaColontl who 
lerved in the, war of 1756, and was after- 
^vardsroneiof tfe council under the Britifh 
GbVernmrtit. His talents, his perfonal 
qualities, and his riches> for he pofTefled 
an immenfc territory, rendered him one of 
the principal perfonages of the country; 
t'urbeing a fpefidthrift and a gamblel", he 
■fcft his affairs, as his death, in very great 
dilbrder. He hid four children by his iirft 
wife, who were already fettled in the world, 
and has left eight by his fecond, of whoM 
Ma the 

. *; Tb9. ifioft peifcfa, eafe and torfifpr t ciofiSUiite 
the aioie of receiving llraqgers in Virginia ; but no 
where are tbefe circuRiftances more conlpicuous than 
ic cliclioufe of General WatHIngton. Your apait- 
iMnts »re your home, th^ fervants cf tbo liou£: arc 
yours, and whilft every inducement is hieM out M 
bring you into tbe general fociety in the drawing- 
room, or at the table, it rcQs with yourfcif to be 
ferved or not wiCh every thidg in your own cbam^ 
bcTi-. I« fliptt, notkkig can more refembls. the eafy 
fewpfrpq of guefts »t the cQu&,try tefidence oP t^ 
htc Sir Charles Turtur in YoikOtire,- where hofpi'^ 
tality perhaps was flratned farther than conftfled with 
a proper aObttment of company, or ivib ^ith fafety. 
Tbanbiatok. 
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the widow takes care. She has preferved 
his beautiful houfe, fituated on James-Ri- 
ver, a large perronal property, a coofider- 
able number of flaves, and ibme plantations 
which Ihe has rendered valuable. She is 
about two-and-for^, with an agreeable 
countenance, and great fenfe. Four of her 
eight children are daughters, two of whom 
are near twenty, and they are all amiable 
and well educated. Her care and activity 
have in fome meafure repaired the efiedts 
of her hufl)and's diHipation* and her houfe 
is Hill the moft celebrated, and the moil 
agreeable of the neighbourhood. She has 
experienced however frefii misfortunes; 
three times have the English landed at 
Weftover, under Arnold and Cornwallis ; 
and though thefe vi£ts cod her dear, her 
huiband's former attachment to England, 
where his ddeft fon is now ferving in the 
army, her relationfliip with Arnold, whofe 
coufia german die is, and perhaps too, the 
jealou/y of he^ neighbours, hav^^iven birth 
to fufpicions, that war alone was not the 
objeftwhich induced theEiigUfii always to 
make their descents at her h|biution. She 
■ has 
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&1S been accufed even of connivance with 
them, and the govemnient have once put 
dietr feal ' upon her papers ; but fiw has 
braved the tempeft, and defended herfelf 
with finnncfs ; and ^ongh her a£ur be 
not yet terminated, it does not appear as if 
Ak was likely to fufi^r any other ioconve- 
nieace than that of being difturbed and fuf- 
pcded. Her two cideft daughters pafled 
the laft winter at WilHamfburgh, where 
they were greatly complimented by M. de 
Rochambeau and the whole army *. I had 
M 3 alfo 

* The pradent conduA of the Freoch offcert, 
«id the llrid difcipline of their troops in a country 
. with different manners, language, and rdigion, full 
of inveterate prrjudice!!, and wherein they had very 
' btely been regardeil as natural enemies^ muft ever 
be confidernl as an epOcha and » phBnomenoo in 
the hiflory of policy and fubordi nation. Whilft aU 
ranks of officers were making it their ftudy fuccefs- 
fully to conciliate the good opinion of the higher 
claflcs, nothing could fxcccd the probity and urb»ii- 
tyof the common foldiers; not only did they live 
with the American troops in a harmony, hitheno 
unknown to allied armies, even of kindred language, 
intereft, and religion, but their condufl was irre- 
proachable, and even delicate to the inhabitants of 
(he country. They vrfao predicted difcord on the 
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alfo received them in .^c fecfl naantier I 
could, and received the tbsnksf ofM^s. 
Bird, with'3 preffing invifttian to coftie ^nd 
fee her j I found myfclf in canfe^uence; 
quite at home. I fouAd here alfQ ^y 9C- 
quaijatoncc, the young Mm. BowUiJgi who 
wasonaviiit to Mi, Meadt a friend ap4 
Beighbaur.of Mrs. Bird's, who had invited 
him and his company to dinner. I paffed 
this day. therefore \^y agreeably, and Mr. 
aad.Mrs. Mead, whom I had alio known at 
Williamlbnr^, engaged the company to 
dine with them the next day. The river 
alone feparates the two houfes, which are. 
Botwithftanding, upwards of a mile dif- 
tant from each other; but as there is very 
little current, the breadth of the water be- 
tween them does not prevent it from being 
foon paffed. Mr. Mead's houfe is by no 
means 

introdu^ion of 2 French army, had reafon and expe- 
rience on their fide; but tbc; ipirit of policy and 
wifdom whicli presided in the French councils had 
gone forth, and diffufed jtfclf through every fubor- 
dinate clafs of men, perfuadcd even the tneaneft ac- 
tors in the war, and baffled fofefight. Nor was this 
one of the leall extraordinaiy circumflances of this 
wonderful reVbliitiDti. Translatob. 

6 



ji-vGooglc 



NORTH-AMERICA. 167 

means fo haadfome as that of Weftover, 
but it is extremely wdl fitted up witbio, 
and ftands on a charming fitdatioiij for it 
is dire<Aly oppofite to Mrs. Bird's, which* 
with its furroundiag appendices, has the 
appearance of a fmall town, and forms a 
moft delightful profpcA. Mr. Mead's gar^ 
den, like that of Wcftover, is in the na- 
' ture of a terrace on the bank of the river, 
and is capable of being . made iUll more 
beautiful, if Mr. Mead preierves his houfe, 
aai gives fome attention to it ; for he is a 
f^ilofopher of a very amiable but fingular 
turn of mind, and fuch as is particularly 
uncommon in Virginia, fince he rarely at- 
tends to affairs of intereft, and cannot pre- 
vail upon himfelf to make his negroes 
work *!■. He is even fo diigufted with a 
M 4 culture 

♦ WhSUl the Tranflator was employed in this pal- 
lage, he read in the public prints, the exultation of 
a friend to his fellow>creatures, that a Mr. PteaCints, 
a qualcer 00 James-River in Vii^inia, had liberated 
his ilavei, and made a facrifice of 3000l> fterling to 
this noble a£t of humanity. The TranQator knows 
the country too well not to feel the force of the Au- 
thor's fubfequent reafoning on the difficulty and 
dapger of a general emancipation of the negroes, 
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culture wherein it is ncccflary to make uiet 
of flavcs, that he tempted to fell his pof- 
feflions in Virginia, and remove to New 

> England. Mrs. Bird, who has a numerous 
family to provide for, cannot carry her phi- 
lofbphy Co far; but ihe takes great care of 
her negroes, makes them as happy as their 
Situation will admit, and ferves them herielf 

■ as a do&oT in time of ficknefs. She has even 
made ibme intefetling dtfcoveries oa the 
difordcrs incident to them, and jdifcovercd 
9. very falutary method of treating a fortcf 
putrid fever which carries them off* com- 
monly in a few days, and againft which 
the phyiictans of (he country have exerted 
themfelves without fuccef^. 

The 29th, the whole of which day I 
fpent at Wel^over, furnishes nothing ihte- 
rcfting in this journal, except fome infor-i 
mation I had the opportunity of acquiring 
refpefting two forts of an imals, of very dif- 
ferent 

□or after msture re^edlion now, and on the ijpot, 
is he able to overcome bis objeftiont. But God, in 
b'ls Divine Providence, forbid thzt (o fplendid an 
example of aflive virtue, fhould clafli with the un- 
avoidable policjr, or the neceiTary welfare of fociety I 
THANStATOR. 
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ferent fpecieG, thtfiurgeon and the bummhtg- 
Urd* As I was walking by the river-fide, 
I faw two negroes carrying an immcnfc 
fturgeon» and on my afking them how they 
had taken it, they told me that at this fea- 
fon, they were fo common as to be taken 
cafily in a fcan (a fort of filhing-net)» and 
that fifteen or twenty were found fometimes 
in the net; but that there was a much 
more fimple method of taking them, which 
they had juft been ufing. This fpecies of 
monfters, which are fo a£tive in the even- 
ing as to be perpetually leaping to a great 
height above the furface of the water, 
ufually fleep profoundly at mid-day +. 
Two 

t From General Wafhington's houfe, which fiands 
on the lofty banks of the Potovrtnack, in a firaation 
more magniiiccnt than I can paint to an European 
imagination, I have feen for fcveral hours together 
in a flimmer*B ereniog, hundreds, perhaps I might 
fay tboufands of fturgeon, at a great height from Ae 
water at the fame inftant, fii that the qnantity in the 
river muft have been inconceivably great ; but not- 
withftanding the rivers in Virginia abound with lilh, 
they are by no means plentiful at table, fuch is the 
indolence of the inhabitants ! 

Mr. 
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T*o or three nt^roes then procded in a 

little bo8t» furnifhed with a Jopgcord, at 

the 

~ Mr. Lund ff^ajblttgten, t relation of the General's, 
and who managed all his aJTairs during his nine years 
AMmce with' the army, informed me that an Eng> 
hfii frifate having come up t)te Potowmaclr* a party 
was landed who let fire to and deftroyed fome geiti- 
^men's houfes on the Maryland fide in light of 
'Mount Vernon the General's houfe, after which the 
Captain> (I riiink Captain Graves of the AS«on) 
fent a boat on fhore to the General's, demanding a 
large fuppiy of provifums, &c. with a menace at 
burning it likewife in cafe of a refufal. To this 
meffage Mr. Luni Wafliington replied, " that when 
the General engaged in the conteft he had put all 
to ftike, and was well aware of die ekpofed fttuation 
of his houfe and property, in confequence of which 
he had given him orders hy no means to comply 
.with any fuch dennands, for that he. would make no 
unwoftby compromife with the enemy, and was 
jeady tq meet the fate of his neighbours." The 
Captain was highly inccnfed on receiving this an- 
fwer, and removed his frigate to the Virginia ihore; 
but before he commenced his operations, he Tent 
•notber mcilage to the fame purport, offering like- 
wife a paflport to Mr. Wafliington to come of board : 
^ returned accordingly in the boat, carrying with 
inm 4 fball prdcnt of poultry, %iS which he begged 
the Captain's acceptance. His prefence produced 
tbebefteffedt) he was hofpitably received iiotwith-i 
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the dnd af which is a 0iarp iron croo&,r 
which tbey hold itiipended like a log lio^ 
As ibon as. they find this line flopped by 
hax obftade^ they draw it forcibly tQ- 
vards them, fb as to ilrike the hook int0 
die flurgeon, which they either drag out 
of the water, or which, after ibme ftrtig- 
gling» 

flanding he repeated the fame fcntiroents with the 
fame iirmners. The Captain exprefled his peribnal 
refpej^ for the chara^er of tbe General, comneD^'* 
tog the conduA of Mr. Lund Waflungton, and sf- 
farcd him nothing but bis having mifconcelved the 
terms of the Rrd anfwer could have Induced him 
for a moment to entertain ^e idea of taking tfao" 
fmalleft meafure oficnflve to fo illuftrious a cbarac-* 
tcr as the General, explaining at the fame time the 
real or fuppofed provocations which b<ul compel- 
led his feverity on the other fide of the river. Mr. 
Waihington, after fpending fomc time in pcrfi:£t har- 
mony on board, returned, and inHantly difpatched 
OKept bogi, and an' abundant fupply of other ar- 
ticles as a pre&nt to the £ngliJ(h frigate. The 
Tranflator hopes that in the prtfint Jiait of men and 
meafures in England, Mr. Graves, or whoever the 
Captain of that frigate was, will neither be ofiendcd 
at this anecdote, aor- be afraid to own himfelf th« 
tdor inthjsgenerotis.traofai^iiMi. HeorylVth. fu^ 
plied Paris v^itll piovifions whllil he was block- 
ading it ! ' Tkanslatok. 
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gling, and loling all its blood, floats at 
IcDgtb upon the furfacc, and is eafilytaken. 
As for the humming-birds, I iaw them 
for the iirft time, and was never tired of 
beholding them. The walls of the garden 
and the houfe were covered with hone/- 
ftickles; which afforded an ample harvefi for 
thefe charming little animals. I faw them 
perpetually flying over the flowers, on which 
th^ feed without ever alighting, for it is by 
fopporting themfelves on the wings that* 
they inlinuate their beaks into the calix of the 
flowers. Sometimes they perch, but it isonly 
for a moment ; it is then only one has an op- 
portunity of admiring the beauty of their 
plumage,efpeciallywhenoppoiitetothefun, 
and when in removing their heads, they dif- 
play the brilliant enamel of their red necks, 
which almoft rival the fplendor of the ruby 
or the diamond. It is not true that they 
are naturally paflionate, and that they tear 
to pieces the flowers in which they find no 
honey. I have never obfcrvcd any fuch cir- 
cumftance myfelf, either at Wcftover or 
Williarofburg^; and the inhabitants of the 
country affurc me, that they had never 
made any fuch obfcrvation. Thefe birds 
appear 
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i^pear only with the flowers, with which 
likewife they difappear, and no perfon can 
tell what becomes of them . Some are of opi- 
nion that they hide theoifelves, and remain 
torpid the remainder of the year. In fad, 
his difficult to conceive how their wings> 
which are fo Oight and flender as to be im- 
perceptible if not in motion, could pof- 
£bly refift the winds, and tranfport theq^ 
to diftant climates. They are not intratS;- 
able, for I have feen one of them, . which 
was taken a few days before, in no wile 
frightened at the perfons who looked at it; 
but flew about the room, as in a garden, and 
fucked the flowers which they prefentcd to 
it ; but it did not live above a week. Thefe 
birds are fo fond of motion, that it is imr 
ppiliblc for them to live without the enjoy* 
ment of the moil unreArained liberty. It 
is diflicult even to catch them, tinlefs they 
happen, as was the cafe with that I am 
fpeaking of, to fly into the chamber, or be 
driven there by the wind. An inhabitant 
ofthccountry, whoamufcidhimfelf in pre- 
ferving them for his cabinetit has difcover- 
ed a very ingenious method of killing, 
without disfiguring them. This is a very 
diflicult 
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difficult urtdertaking ; for a finglc grairi ©f 
fmall (hot is a cannon bullet for fo fmall a 
Creature. This method is to load his gun 
with a bladder filled with .water. The 
explofion of this water is fufHcient to 
knock down the humming-bird, 'and de- 
prive it of motion. 

The readtr will certainly nftt accafe me 
bf playing the oi^tor, and referving objcifls 
of the gfeateft magnitude foC the end of irty 
ilifcOurfej for I .fhall here conclude my 
journal, tt Is Unneccflary to fpCak of iliy re- 
turn to Williamfburgh, unlefs it be worthy 
of rftmark, that the Cbickahamin^, which 
is only a fecondaryriver, fiiitt it ^allS into 
that'of JaincS, is yet fo Wide, ■ fix milts 
from its conflux, that I was three quarters 
of an hour in palling it. But if he will ftlU 
favdur me with his attention, I fhaU ter- 
tnidate this long narrative of a ihort jour- 
ney, by fonie obfervations on a country I 
haVe travelled through, and inhabited long 
enough to know it thoroughly. 

The Virginians differ effcrttially from 

the inhabitants to the north aiid eaftward 

of theBay,.(6f Chefapeak) not only in the 

nature of their tlimatCi that of their foil, 

and 
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and thtfobjc^s of cu!ti«rti6n peculiar to it^ _ 
but in that ' indcliHe ■charaftei' which is 
imprinted on every nation at the momcht 
of its origin-; and" which by perpetuating 
itfelf from generation to geheration, jufti- 
fies thefollowihggreat principles, that ev^ry 
thing wbkh is, partakes of that which has 
been. The difcovery of Virginia dates- from 
the end of the fixteenth century,and the fet- 
tlement of the colony took place at the com- 
mencemcntofthefeventcenth. "rhefcevcnts 
paflcd in the reignsof Elizabeth aftd James 
the firft. The republican and democratic^ 
ipirit was not then comrhbn in England j 
thatof commerce andnavigatron was Scarce- 
ly in its infaiicy ; and. the long wars with 
France and Spain had perpetuated, under 
another form, the fame military caft given 
to the nation by William the Conqueror, 
RichardVCbeur deLion, Edward thethird» 
and the Black Prince. There were no 
longer any Knights Errant, as in the tinic of 
the Croifades, fcut in tfearplace arofe a num* 
her of adventurers who ftrved Indifferently 
their own'cduntry, and foreign powers; and 
gentlemen, w4io difflarning^agriculture ahA 
commercei had' rto othci? prof^ffioii' but that 
* . of 
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of arms ; for at that period the miliurj^ 
spirit maintained the prejudices favourable 
to that nobility, from which it was long 
iofeparable j befides that the dignity of the 
peerage, from being lefs common in Eng- 
land, gave more eclat and more confidence 
to thofe who poi&ircd it by hereditary 
right. The firft colonifts of Virginia were 
compofedjin great meafure,of fuchfoldiers, 
and fuch gentlemen, . fome of whom went 
in fearch of fortune, and others, of advent 
tures. And in fad, if the eAabUfliment 
of a colony requires all the induflry of the 
merchant and the cultivator, the dtfcovery, 
and conqueft of unknown countries feems 
more peculiarly adapted to the ideas of the 
warlike and romantic. Accordingly th< 
firft company which obtained the cxclufive 
property of Virginia, was principally com-' 
ppfed of men the.moft diftinguiihed by 
their rank or birth; and though all tbefe 
illuftrious proprietors did not adually be-- 
come colonifts, ieyeral of them were not 
afraid to pafs th? feas y and zLorJ Delcwarr' 
was amongft the firftGovernors of Virginia* 
it was patural therefore for thefe neVv eo* 
lonifts,, who were filled with military prin* 
ciplesi 
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ciples, and the prejudices of nobility, to 
carry them into the midft even of the fa- 
vages whofe lands they were ufurping j and 
of all our European ideas, thefe were what 
the unpoliflicd tribes moft: readily conceiv- 
ed. I know that there now remains but 
an inconfiderable number of thefe ancient 
families; but they have retained a great 
ellimation, and the firfl: impulfe once given, 
it is not in the power of any legiflator, nor 
even of time itfelf, wholly to deflroy its ef- 
feft. The government may become demo- 
cratic, as it is at the prefent moment; but 
the national charaffcer, the fpirit of the 
government itfelf, will be always ariftocra- . 
tic. Nor can this be doubted, when we 
take into coniideration another caufe, co- 
operating with the former j I mean to 
fpeak of flavery ; not that it is any mark 
ofdiftinftion, or peculiar privilege topof-" 
fefs negroes, but becaufe the empire men 
ezercife over them cherilhes vanity and 
flolh, two vices which accord wonderfully 
with the already eftabliflied prejudices. It 
will, doubtlefs, be aiked, how thefe preja- ' 
Vol. II. N dices 
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dices have been brought to coincide with a 
rerolutioD founded on Tuch difierent princi- 
ples. I ihall anfwcr, that they have even 
perhaps contributed to produce it. That 
whilft the revolj of New England was the 
refult of reafon and calculation, pride pof- 
fibly had no inconiiderable ihare in didat- 
jng the Meafures of Virginia. I ihall add, 
what I have above hinted, that in the 
beginning, even the indolence of this peo- 
ple may have been uieful to them, as it 
obliged them to rely upon a imall number 
of virtuous and enlightened citizens, who 
led them farther than they would have pro- 
ceeded, without a guide, had they confult- 
ed only their own difpolitions. For it moft 
be allowed, that Virginia ilepped forth with 
a good grace, at the veiy commencement 
of the troubles; that ihe wm the firft to of- 
fer fuccours to the Boftonians, and the firft 
alfo to fet on foot a confiderable body of 
troops. But it may likewife be obferved, 
that as loon as the new legislature vras efta- 
blilhed, and when, inftead of leaders, fhe had 
a government, the mafs of citizens was 
4 . tsiking 
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taking part in that government, the national 
cliaTa6ler prevailed, and every thing went 
vorfe and worfe. Thus ftates, like indi- 
viduals, are born with a particular com- 
plexion, the bad effects of which may be 
correded by regimen and habits, but can 
never be entirely changed. Thus legifla- 
tors, like phyficians, ought never to flatter 
themfelves that they can beAow, at pleafure, 
a particalar temperament on bodies politic, 
butilrive todifcoverwhat they already have, 
and thence ftudy to remedy the inconve- 
niencies, and multiply the advantages re- 
falting from it. A general glance at the 
different States of America will ferve to 
juftify this opinion. The people of New 
England had no other motive for fettling 
in the New World, than to efcape from the 
arbitrary power of their monarchs, who, at 
ontx, fov!:reigns of the ftate, and heads of 
the church, exercifcd at that period the 
double tyranny of defpotifm and intoler- 
ance, Tbey were not adventurers, they 
Were mpn who wifhed to live in peace, and 
who laboured for their fubliAence. Their 
N 2 principles 
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principles taught them equality, -and dif^ 
pofed them to induftrious purfuits. The 
ibll, naturally barren, afFording them but 
fcanly refourccs, they attached them- 
felve^ to fiOiing and navigation > and at 
this hour, they are flill friends to equality 
and induHry ; they are fiHiermen and navi- 
gators. The ftates of New- York, and the 
Jerfeys,werc peopled by neceflitous Dutch- 
men who wanted land in their own country, 
and occupied themfelvesmorp about domcf* 
tic ceconomy than the public government. 
Thcfe people have prcfef vcd the fame cha* 
rafter; their intercils, their efforts, fo to 
fpeak, are pcrfonal; their views are con^ 
centered m their families, and it is only 
from neceflity that thefe families are form- 
ed into a State. Accordingly^ when Gene- 
ral Burgoyne was on his march to Albany; 
the New EngUndmen chiefly contributed 
.to impede his progrefs ; and, if the inhabi- 
tants of the State of New- York and of the 
Jerfeys have often taken arms, and difplay- 
ed courage, it is becaufe the former were 
animated by an inveterate hatred againil the 
favages. 
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favages, which generally preceded the Eng^- 

lifti armies *, and the latter were excited 

N 3 to 

♦ The employing the Indi{ins» independent of the 
meafure, it is now pretty generally adipitced, produ- 
ced confeciuences directly oppoTite to the intcreft of 
Great-Britain; uniting the inhabitants of all the 
countries liable to their incuiiions as one man againfl 
them and their allies, and producing fuch bloody 
fcenes of invct^r^tc anlmofity and vengeance as * 
make human nature fliudder, T^e following nar< 
rative will prove how far m^n of all cafis, colours, 
and religions, refembje each other in Hmilar fitua- 
tions-i and to what lengths even the chriftians of an 
■nlightened age can go, when compelled to aft un- 
der the guidanCp of the worft paffions. The inha- 
bitants of the back frontiers of Penfyfvania, goad- 
ed to fury by the ravages committed on them by the 
Indians, and by ' the murder of their faftiiltes and 
kindred, colleftcd th; militia in the beginning of 
1782, and took the field agalnH the favage intru- 
ders. In one of their excurfions they fell in with a 
linall tribe of chriftjan Indians, called the Mujkii.^ 
gumt, who being fufpeAcd of attachment to the 
Aipcricans, had been for fome time conijried at De- 
troit, and. were releafed only on condition of obferv- 
ing a {li;i£t neutrality, fence they could not be per- 
fuadcd to take arms. Thefe unhappy wfetchep, to 
the number of about* two hundred, returnifig to 
their habitations, were employed in putting their 
feed-corn into the ground, when they were furprif- 
cd by the American militia, la vain did they urge 
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to take perfonal vengeance for the exc?flcs 
osmmittcd hy the troops of the encmy^ 
when 

their fiiuation, and their fufferings from the Britifli ; 
they were Indians^ and their captorsj men who* had 
loft fonS} brothers, fathers, wives or, children in 
this horrid war; no other plea was neceflary to palliate 
their meditated vengeance. The Indians were fbut 
up in a barn, and ordered to prepare for death } but 
with this barbarous confolation, that, as they were; 
conveited chriftiansj they ihould be allowed a rcr 
fpice till the next morning. The innocent vi^ims 
f[>ent the night in tinging Moravian hymns, and in 
other a£ts of chriftian devotion ; and in the morn- 
in<r were led, men, women, and children, to the; 
i1:.iighter, and butchered by their fellow worfhipper^ 
of the meek Jefus ! The Moravians at Bethlehem 
and Nazareth, whofe miffionarics ha^ converted 
them, made ftrong reprefentations to Congrefs oo 
the fuhjcd. I was at Philadelphia when the news 
arrived ; and it is but juftice to fay, diat horror was 
painted On every countenance, and every mind was 
at work to devife expedients for avenging this atro- 
cious murder ; but after various eiFoits,, both Con- 
gicfs and the AlTembly of the State were found un- 
equal to the punilhment of thefeaflaffins, who were 
armed, diftant from the feat of government, the 
only fafegiiard and prote^on of the frontiers, and 
from their own favage nature alone lit to cope with 
the dreadful enemy brought into action by the Bii* 
tifti. * 
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when theyover-ran the country ♦, If yoa 
go further to the footh, and pafs the Dela- 
ware, you will find that the government of 
FenlylvanU, in its origin, was founded on 
two very oppofite principles ; it was a go- 
Teniment of property, a government in it- 
iclf feddil, or, ifyou will, patriarchal, but 
the fpirit of which was the greatell tolera- 
tion, and the moil compleat liberty. Pmn'B 
haaly at firft formed tlie vain proje^ of 
cibibliihing a fort of Utopia, or perfefl go- 
vernment, and afterwards of deriving the 
greateft poiQble advantage from their im- 
mense property, by attracting foreigners 
, from ^1 parts. Here it arifes that the peo- 
ple of Penfylvania have . no charadteriflic 
afl^milation, that they are intermingled and 
coQfounded,andmorea£tuated to individual, 
dian to public liberty.more inclined toanar* 
N 4 chy 

* The nmnJa committed on Jl^s, Mumtfft the 
tPife of a refpedable and popular clergyman in the 
Jerfeys, and aftenrards on himfelf, with fimilar i&t 
of cruelty perpetrated by a licentiou) foldiery, and 
unprincipled refugees, inflamed the minds of a great 
h^y of die inhabitutt, particularly of the Dutch 
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chy than to democracy*. Maryland, fubjed- 
ed in the firft inftaoce to a proprietary go- 
vernment, 

and their defcendants, who, as the Marqtils obferves, 
were certainly difpofed at Icaft to a neutrality. 

TKASSVATOtL. 

* The Irifli and the Germans form the moft 
numerous part of the inhabitants of Penfylvania. 
The latter, if I am not miftakcn, conftitutes a 
fifth, if not a fourth, of the whole number, and 
arc a moft ufeful, induftrious body of men, well 
verfed in the mechanic arts and agriculture. I have 
travelled feveial days in the interior parts of that 
flate, and heard fcarcely any other language than 
German ; the aQs of Congrcfs <and the State, 
are promulgated in that language^ German Ga- 
zettes are published at Philadelphia, and in gene- 
ral they proved themfelves true friends to the re- 
volution. Congrefs availing themfelves of thic 
citcumflance, very politically encamped the Brant 
wick, and other German troops taken with Bur- 
goyne, near the tojvn of Reading, where I fair (heo). 
The neighbourhood abounding with their' country-^ 
men, the men had permiffion to work at hanreft, ' 
attd sther trades, and foon formed connexions with 
the females of the country. Calculating their market 
price, and the obligation ihey lay under to reftore 
them, or , their prime coft, they took every meafure 
to prevent ihem from remaining in the country j for 
which purpofe, they tranfmitted but fmall fums at 
a time by their commHTanes from New-Yotk> tak- 
ing caie to keep large arrears in their hands, as « 
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vernmcnt, and confidered only as a private 
domain, remained long in a flate of the moft 
abfolute dependence. This is the firft time 
the merits to be regarded as a (late; but this 
ftate feems to be forming under good aufpi- 
ces; flie may become of great weight after 
the prefcnt revolution, becaufe ihe was for- 
merlyof nofigniiicance. ThetwoCaroIinas 
and Georgia are next to be coniidered; but I 
am not fufficiently acquainted with thefe 
three ftates to hazard on them any obferva- 
tiorts, which may not.be.fo juflinfa£tas th^y 
appear to me; but which are at leaft of a de- 
licate tiature,andrequire more than a fuper- 
Jicial examination. I only know, that North 
Carolina, peopled by Scotfmep, brought 
thither by poverty, rather than by induftry, 
is a prey to ads of pillage, and to internal 
diffcn- 

tonptation for tbelr return. But all thefe pcecau- 
tioiu were, as may naturally be imagined, but of 
a partial effe£t, with men habituated to a country 
of freedom, wherein they fell themfelTes reftored to . 
their tutural rights, and animated by the example of 
their countrymen, enjoying the full comforts of their 
honeft induftry; contrafted too with the degraded 
ftate of a wretched mercenary, held up to fale by his 
ari>itrary nufter. TkanslaTok. 
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diflcnfions*: that South Carolina, poffei% 

^ng a cpmmcrce, wholly of exportation, 

owes 

* It is true that a great numher of Scotfmen are 
fettled in North Carolina, but that they vfert not 
fven the majority of the inhabitants is very appa- 
rent from the events of the late revolution ; for the 
Scots, though loyalifts nearly to a man, were .r^ 
peatedly defeated, and finally cridhed by the mili- 
tia of the country. Notwithftanding her efforts ap- 
peared lefs concentered, and more vaguely direfted, 
owing to the local cirpumftanf:es of the province, 
and the difperfed fiate of the inhabitant!, rather 
(ban ^ifinclinatioa to t]ie caufe. North Carolioa 
rfiidered moft clTeiitial fervices by hef exerfioos in 
tbe iield, and the Delegates fhe fent to Coqgrefs. Her 
f^onftitution of govann^nr, contra&d as it is, is 
|K>t perhaps inferior to many in the confederacy* anj 
Jwfpeaks the wtfdom of *' the enlightened -ftw," to, 
which the Marquis attributes the wife councils of 
Virginia. It was the North Carolina militia which 
gave the firfi turn to the ruined affairs of America 
to the foutbward, by their fpirited attack a^d defeat 
of Colonel FereulTon at King's MounUin. The 
Traoilator,. who was then in England, received, by 
f private cliannel, the £rfl intelligence of that im- 
portant ev^ot, which he communicated to the puV- 
Jic i but the circumQances of the furprifc of a large 
body of BritiHi troops, fiulhed with the capture of 
Charlefiowa, and the viAory at Camden;; by a bod| 
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owes its eiEiAence to its fea-portS/cfpecially 

tothatof Char Jeftown, which hasrapidlyin* 

creafed, 

of 1600 btrfmoBy from the b»k country of Nortli 
Carolina, appeared 'fo extraordinary, that be could 
not obtain credit for the fatSt, either with the friends 
to America, or the minillerial party in that coun> 
^y. The Minifteri bad no intelligence of the matr 
ter, and the eafterly wind^ then happening to pre- 
vail for a period of fix weeks, it was treated as a fic- 
tion, both in and out of Parliament, and the Tranf- 
latoi' as an enthufiaft or a fabricator of hlk news. 
Time, however, verified the fa£t, which he knew £9 
be authentic, to its full extent, viz. that Colonel 
fergaffoa, with eight hundred firitifii troops, ha4 
been furprifed; himfelf . flain, and his whole force 
defeated by fixteeo hundred Carolina militia, ipount. 
ed on horfeback; haftily collefted, and commanded 
by a fev nilitia Ctdonel^ ! This fpirited and fucceO- 
fut ent«ri»ife, with its conlequences, merits certainly 
a confpicuous place in the biftory of this great revo- 
Wtioo J for, like the furprife at Trenton, it changed 
ii^t whole face of affairs, and reftored energy to the 
friends of America in that iarportant feat of war. 

North Carolina is a very fine country, beautifully 
diverfificd with plcafant bills, large vallics, and oobl? 
rivers, though none of them is navigable for vef- 
- feh above 80 tons, except the rivers Fear and Claren- 
don i yet as they interfeit the country in every direc- 
tion,' they are admiraWy calculated for inland navi- 
ntion. There arc, for this rcafon, no J^rge townj. 
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creafedj and is become a commercial town, 
in which rtrangcrs abound, as at Marfeillcs 
and Amftcrdam* : that the manners there 
are confequently poliflied and eafy : that the 
inhabitants love pleafure, the arts, and fo- 
ciety ; and that this country is more Euro- 
pean in its manners than any in America. , 
Now, if there be any accuracy in this 
iketcb, let me defire the reader to compare 
the fpirit of the American States with 
their prefent government. I deBre him tq 
forni 

but from the various produce of thirfifiate, and the 
rapid increafe of populjition, the white inhabitants, 
now amounting to near two hundred thoufand; ibac 
is every reafon to believe that It Will become not one 
of the leaft confidcrable on the continent, nor will 
the philofopher view the circumftances «^ich forbid 
the formation of large towns, ^s an eyU, either iit 
this country or in Virginia. Translatok, 

. • The author here refers to the former fituuioq 
of the province; but, as I have already mentioned, 
the interior of this extenilve ftate is daily peopling 
with a race of healthy, induftrious planters, and is 
highly fufcepcible of every fpecic^ of improvement. 
As for fea-poits, there are none worth mentioning . 
bm Charleflown ; and a; fur Georgia, its poGtion is 
in <;very refpc^t fimUar to (hat of South Carolina. 

TfAMSL^TO?. 



ji-vGooglc 



NORTH- AMERICA. >89 

form the comparifon at theprcfentmoment, 
in twenty, or in fifty years hence, and lam 
pcrfuaded, that fince all theie governments 
refemble each other, as theyare all democra- 
tical, he will ftill difcover the traces of that 
original character, of that fpirit which pre- 
£des at the formation of people, and at the 
cftablifhment of nations. 

Virginia will retain this difcriminating 
charaflcr longer than the otherStates j whc^ 
ther it be that prejudices arc more du- 
rable, the more abfurd, and the more fri- 
volous they are, or that thofe which injure 
apart only of the human race, are more 
fubjefl to remark than thofe which zfEc& all 
mankind. la the prefent revolution, the . 
ancient families have feen, with pain, new 
men occupylng'diftinguiflied Situations in 
the army, and in the magiftracy j and the 
Tories have even hence drawn advantages, 
to cool the ardour of the lefs zealous of the 
Whigs. But the popular party have mainv 
tained their ground, and it is only to be 
regretted that they have not difplayed the 
fame activity in combating theEnglifh,as in 
difputingprecedences. Itistobeapprehend- 
cd. 
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ed> however, that clrcumibnces hecomtn^ 
lefs favourable to them, on a peace, they 
may be obliged entirely to give way, or to 
fupport themfelves by fadlions, which muA 
necellarily difturb the order of f&cicty. But 
if Rcafon ought to bluih at beholding fuch. 
prejudices fo firongly elbiblilhed amongft a 
new people. Humanity has ftill more to fuf-i 
fer from the Aate of poverty, in which ^ 
great number of white people live in Vir- 
ginia. It is in this country that I faw poor 
perfons, for the iiril: time, after I paiTed the 
fea; for, in the midft of thofe rich planta-> 
tions, where the negro alonb is wretched, 
miferable huts are often to be met with, in- 
habited by whites, whofe wan looks and 
ragged garments befpeak poverty. At firft 
I was puzzled to explain to myfelf, how, \tk 
a country where there is ilill fo much land 
to clear, men who do not refuie to work* 
ihould remain in milery j but I have Unco 
learned, that all thefe ufelefs territories, 
thcfe immenfe eftates, with which Virgi* 
nia is covered, have their proprietors. No- 
thing is more common than to fee fome of 
them poiTeQing five or fix thou(and acres of 
land. 
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land, who deaf cm only as mucb as their 
negroes can cuhlvate ; yet they will not 
give, nor even fell the fmalleft portion of 
them, becaufe they form a part of their 
polTefiions, and they are in hopes of one 
day augmenting the number of their nc- 
gioes. Thefe white men, without fortune^ 
and frequently without induilry, are Arait-^ 
encd, therefore, on every fide, and reduce^ 
to the fmall numberof acres they are able to 
acquire. Now, the land not being good in 
general in America *, efpccially in Virginia^ 
acodliderable number of them is nece0kry. 



* The land, within the mnmtainty in the hitherto 
fettled puts of North America, are not in general 
itrj good, ai)d ir ft of thefe only that the Marquis . 
Ipeaks} but as the authors of the NeitvtUe Encjdo~ 
ptJii obietve, in their ntw articU of the United StateSf. 
this muft hara been the cafe In almoft every new 
country, the foil of Europe having been meliorated 
by the prc^refs of population, the quantity of ma* 
nure, and the means by which the earth is .priv 
tested from the effefis of heavy rains, &c. by care 
aad cultivation, Ahb« Raynal's remarks on this 
fubjet^, in his laft work, called the Revolution of 
America, difcoTcr fo. much ignorance as fcarcely to 
merit the elaborate dHcufllon faGAowed on them by 
the ingenious authots of the Eneychptdie, who havo 
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in order to clear it with fuccefs, becaaiis 
they are the cattle from which the cul- 
tivator derives his aid and his fubliftence. 
To the eailward are agreat number of clear- 
ed grounds^ but the portions of land which 
are eaiUy purchafed there, and for almoft 
nothing, conftft always of at leaft two hua- 
dred acres; beJides, that to the fouthwardj 
the climate is lefs healthy, and the new. fet- 
tlers; without partaking of the wealth of 
Virginia, ihare all the inconvenicncies of 
the climate, and even the indolence it in- 
fpires *. 

Beneath 

liluwife tranfcribed from him feveral linportant paf- 
fages, which have been ably and fully refuted by Mr. 
Payne. Translator. 

* The indolence and diffipation of the middling 
and lower claflca of white inhabitants of Virginia, are 
fuch as to give pain to every refle^ing mind. Horfe- 
racing, cock-fighting, and boxing^matchcs, areftand-' 
ing amufements, for which they neglefi all bufinersj 
and in the latter of which they condufi themfelves 
with a barbarity worthy of their favage neighbours. 
The ferocious* praSice of ftage-boxing in England, 
is urbanity,' compared with the Virginian mode of 
fighting. ' In their combats, unlefs fpecially preclud- 
ed, they are admitted (to ufe their own teriA) ** to 
bite, b-ll-ck, and goudge;" which operations, when 
the firfl onfct with Sfts is over, coniifts in fafieoing 
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Beneath this clafs of inhabitants, wc mud 

place the negroes, whofe fituation would be 

ftiU 

on the nofe or eats of theii adverfarles with their 
teeth, feizing him by the genitals, and dexteroulljr 
fcooping out an eye; on which account it is rto un- 
common circumllance to tneet men in the prime of 
youth, deprived of one of thoie organs. This is 
no traveller's exaggeration, I fpcak from knowledge 
and obfervation. In the fummer months it is very 
common to make a party on horfeback to a limeftons 
%ing, near which there is ufually (bme little buC 
with fpirituous liquors, if the party are not thctn- 
felves provided, where their debauch frequently ter- 
minates in a boxing-match, ahorfe-race, or perhaps 
both. During a day's refidence at Leefburg, I was 
Oiyfelf accidentally drawn into one of thcfe parties, 
vheie I foon experienced the flrength of the liquor^ 
which was concealed by the refrclfaing coolnefs of the 
water. While we were feated round the fpring, at 
the edge of a delightful wood, four or five country- 
men Arrived, beaded by a veteran Cyclops, the ter- 
tor of the neighbourhood, ready on every occafion 
to rifle bis remaining eye. We foon found ourfelvea 
under the neceffity of relinquifliing our polls, and 
making our efcape from thefe fellow), who evi- 
dently fought to provoke a quarrel. On our return 
home, whilll: I was rejoicing at our good fortune, 
and admiring the modenition of my company, we 
arrived at a plain fpot of ground by a wood lide, on 
which my horfe no fooner fet foot, than taking the 
bit between bit teeth, off be went at full fpeed, at- 
VoL.II. O tended 
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ftill more lamentable, did not their natu- 
ral infenfibility extenuate, in fome degree, 
the fufferings annexed to flavery. On fee- 
ing them ill lodged, ill clothed, and often 
oppreffed with labour, I concluded that 
their treatment was as rigorous as elfcwhere. 
I have been aiTured, however, that it is ex- 
tremely mild, in comparifon with what 
they fuffer in the fugar colonies j and, in 
truth, you dp not ufually heac, as at.Samt 
Domingo, 

tended by the hoops and hallowingsof my conipanioni. 
An EnglUhman is not eafily thrown off his guard on 
horfeback ; but at the end of half a mile my horfe 
flopped ibort, as if he had been fhot, and threw toe 
with conlidcrable riolence over bis bead ; my buclde, 
for I was without boots, entangled me in the fiirnip» 
but fottunately broke into tweDty4>iece«: The .com- 
pany rode up, delighted with the adventure j and it 
was then, for the firft time, I dilcoveied that I bad been 
porpofely induced, by one of my frttnds, to change 
horles with bim for the afternoon ; that his horfe had 
been accuBomed to fimilar exploits on the fame raa 
gr§undi that ^ whole of the faufioefs was ndthet 
more not lefs than a Virgiriian piece of pleafantij; 
and that my friends tbonght they had exhibited greJd 
moderation in not expofmg me, at the fpring, to the 
efieds of ** hitiwg^ k-U--iingf and goudging." 

Thakuavok* 
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feJomingD>andJamaica; the found of whipfi( 
and the cries of the unhappy wretches whofe 
bodies they af& tearing to pieces *. This 
vifes from the geheral eharaarer of. th« 
O 2 Vifgininns, 

« Dnrihg the Tranflator's ^efidcnce Id the Weft 
Indies, he took confiJenible ptitts to inform himfelt 
Of the different mbdes Of treattherit of the Jiegfoei, by 
the principal European nations, poffefflog colonies 
in that quarter of the globe, the refult of which 
was, that the Dutcfc are the moft cruel j the Engljfli 
ftore humane; the French ftill more fo» and the 
Spaniards the moft indulgent matters. He was great- 
ly ftrucit with this gradation, the truth of which 
femed to be confirmed by his own obfervationsi but 
he leaves it to others to decide what influence the va- 
tioug forms of government, and the religious prin^ 
ciples or prejudices of each of thefe nadons* may 
hare ini the operation of this feeming paradox. A 
lorer of truth will neyer flirinlc from the difcuffiou 
of any queftion interefting to humanity, whatever 
be his political' or religious bias. The Tranllator, 
from impvlfe) and from raafon, is a ftrenuous afler* 
tor of the rights and original cquahty of mankind i 
but it is an old remark, that Republicans are the 
Worft ihafters } a pofition which- purfved through the 
above fucccffion, fcemi in f<bme meafurs to receive 
a confirmation : yet to him appears unaccountable 
from any given principles, unlefs it be the aiifto- 
cratic principles, which, to the misfortune of. man- 
kiait ii've bithsrto uniformly taken pofleffion of all 
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Virginians, which is more mild than tbat 
of the inhabitants of the fugar illands, who 
confiA almofi: entirely of rapacious men, 
eager and prefling to make fortunes to re- 
turn to Europe. Another reafon is, that 
the produce of their culture not being of fo 
much value, labour is not nrged on them 
with fo much ieverity; and, todojnfticefo 
both, it is becaufe the negroes, on their fide, 
are not fo much addicted to cheating and 
. thieving as in the iflands. For the propa- 
gation of the black fpecies being very rapid, 
and very confiderable here, the greateft part 
of the negroei are born in the country j and 
it is re^narked that they arc generally lefs 
depraved than thofe imported from Africa. 
I muft likewife do the Virginians thejufti^e 
t3 declare, that many of them treat their 
negroes with great humanity. I muft add , 
likewife, a Aill more honourable teiiimo- 
ny, 

the republican governments, and baffled the forefigbt 
«f the virtuous and good. But there is reafon to hope 
that the democracies oF America will form a bril- 
liant and confoling exception to tbe trtuinpfasnt re» 
proaches of the idolaters of regal power. 

TaAtfSLATOK. 
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ny, that in general they feem affllded to 
have any flavery, and are conftantly talking 
of abolishing it, and. of contriving fome 
other means of cultivating their eftates. It 
is true that this opinion, which is almoft 
generally received, is infpired by different 
motives. The philofophers, and the young 
men, who are almofl: all educated in the 
principles of a found philofophy *, regard 
nothing but juAice, and the rights of hu- 
manity. The fathers of families, andfuch 
as are principally occupied with fchem^s of 
intereft, complain that the maintenance of 
their negroes is very expenfive j that their 
labour is neither fo produdive nor fo cheap, 
as that of day labourers, or white fervants; 
aod, lafily, that epidemical diforders, which 
are very common, render both their pro- 
perty and their revenue extremely precari- 
O 3 ous. 

* The tnid) is, Aat the prevalent religion of the 
principal inhabitants in America, and particularly 
to the Southward, is purt dtifmt calletJ by the name 
of Philofophy ia Eun^j a fpirit wliicb has contri- 
buted in no fmall degree Co the revolution, and pro* ' 
duced their unfetteted coaftttutions of freedom and 
{(deratioB, Tkakslatqk. 
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ous. However this niay bc» it is fortunate 
that different motives cpnfur indifguftiog 
men with that tyranny which they exe'rciie 
upon th^ricllow-creatures at leait* ^fnot 
people entirely of the fatne fpecie^ ; for the 
mere we regard the negrocsjthemore muft 
vire be perfuaded that the difference between 
them and us, conJiAs in fomething more 
than compleyion. A$ for the reft, it can-* 
pot he dpnied that it is a very delicate point 
to abolifh flavery in America. Thenegroe* 
\n Virginia amount fo two hundred dion- 
fand. They eqtial at kaftj if they do -not 
exceed, the number of white men. Nc- 
ceffarily united by intereft, by the confer* 
mity of their jituation, and the fimilarity 
of colour, they would unqueftionably form 
a diftinft people, from whom neither fuc^ 
coiir, virtue, nor labour, could be expafted. 
Sufficient attention has not been paid to thq 
^ifftrcnce bet^reen flavery, fuch as it exiAs 
in pyr cplgpies,, and the ilayery which wa{| 
generally ellabliihed among the ancients. 
A white flave had no other caufe of humi- 
liation, than his aftual ftat^ j on his being 
freed, he mixed immediately wifh free men* 

s ' ' ^ m 
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and became their equal. Hence that emu- 
lation among the Haves to obtain their liber* 
tjt either as a favour, or to purchafe it with 
the fruit of their labour. There were two 
advantages in this ; the poflibility of en- 
Iranchiiing them without danger, and that 
ambition which almoft generally took place 
among them, and turned to the advantage 
of morals, and of induflry. But in the pre- 
Icnt cafe, it is not only the flave who is be- 
neath his mafter, it is the negro who is be- 
neath the white man. No aft of enfranchifc- 
mentcan ciface this unfortunate diftiadion; 
accordingly we do not fee the negroes very 
anxious to obtain their freedom, nor much 
plcafed when they have obtained it. The 
free negroes continue to live with the ne- 
gro flaves, and never with the white men j 
infomuch that intereft alone makes them 
defirous of quitting flavery, when they are 
endowed with a particular induftry, of 
which they wifli to reap the profits. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that there is no other me* 
thod of abolifliing flavery, than by getting 
rid of the negroes, a meafufc which njuft be 
very gradually adopted. The befl: expedient 
^ y7o^li 



ji-vGooglc 



200 TRAVELSIN 

would be to export a great number of malcSy 
and to encourage the marriage of white mea 
with the females. For this purpofe the law 
muft be abrogated which tranfmits flavery 
by the iide of the mother; or it might be 
cna<Sed, that every femaleflave {hall become^ 
ipfo fa£iot free, by marrying a free man. 
From refpcift to property, perhaps it might 
be juH to require pf the latter, a compenfa- 
tion to be fixed by law, to be paid either ia 
labour or in money, a^ an indemnity to 
the proprietors of the negrefs ; but it is 
certain, at all events, that fuch a law, aide^ 
by the illicit, but already well eftablilhect 
commerce between the white men and ne-> 
grefles, could not fail of giving birth to a 
race of malattocs, which would produce 
another of ^arteront, and fo on until th^ 
cplour fhould be totally effaced. 

But I have enlarged fufficiently on this 
fubjedt, which has not efpaped the policy 
And philpfophy of the prefent age, I have 
only to apologize for not having treated it 
with Reclamation j but it has always been 
my opinion, that eloquence can influence 
only thq refolutions pf the moment, an^ 
that 
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riiat every thing which can only be efieded 
by time alone, mull be the refult of reafon ; 
it is not diiHcultf however, to add ten or a 
dozen pages to thefe refledions^ which are 
to be coniidered as a lymphony compoied 
only of the principal patts^ con corniadlU 
bitum. 

We have feen theinconvenienciesef fla*- 
very, and of the too extenlive poileflion of 
territory in Virginia j let us now examine 
|he inconfiderable number of advantages 
ariJing from themF The Virginians have 
the reputation, and with reafon, of living 
nobly in their houfes, and of being hofpiv 
table } they give ftrangers not only a wil^ 
ling, but a liberal reception. This arifes, 
on one hand, frgm their having no larg^ 
towns, where they may affcmble, by which 
means they are little acquainted with ib* 
' piety, except fropi the vifitg they makcj 
and, on the other, their lands anfl th^ir 
negroes furnifhing them with every arti* 
cle of confumption, and the neceflary fer-r 
vice, this renowned hofpitality cofts them 
very little. Their houfes are fpacious, and 
ornamented, but their apartments are not 
' ' coromen 
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.c(Mnniodious j ihey make no ceremony of 
putting three or four perfons into the fame 
xoom*; nor do thele make any objeiftion 
to their being thus heaped together ; for 
1>eing in general ignorant of the comfort of 
reading and writing, they want nothing in 
the whole houfe but a bed, a dining-'room> 
and a drawing-room for company. The 
chief magnificence of the Virginians con- 
fifts in furniture, linen, and plate; in which 
they refemble our anceftors, who had neir 
tber cabineEs nor wardrobes in their caftles, 
bat contented them felves with awelt-flored 
cellar, and a handfome buffet. If. they 
Sometimes diflipate their fortunes, it is by 
gaming, hunting', and horfe-races-f'j.but 
tliC 

* Throughout America, in private hpufes, ai 
well as in the inns, Ceveral people are crowded together 
la the fame room ; and in the Utter it very commonlf 
Itappcos, that after you have been foma time in bed, a 
l^pger of any condition, (for there is little diltin^ionj 
Cffnpi into the room, pulls off his clothes, and places 
llinifcir, without ceremony, betweefi your ibeets. 

Translator. 

^ I have already fpolen of horfe-races, but it is 
Vritfaiegretl add, that the gencrsl fpirit of gaming is 
nnnltnt in this jfi well as in aU th« ynitcJ St^tei, 
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the latter are of fome utility, inafmuch 
jas they encourage the breed of horfts; 
which are really very handfojne in Virgi- 
nia. We fee that the women have littls 
Piareit) the ainufements of the men; beau- 
ty here ferves only to procure them huf-. 
bands ; for the moft wealthy planters, giv* 
ing but a fmall fortune with their daugh* 
fers, their fate is ufually decided by their 
^gare. The confequence of this |s, that 
they are often pert and coquettifli before, 
and forrowful helpmates after marriage. 
The lusfury of being ferved by flaves ftill 
iarthur augments thejr natural indolencei 
they are always furrounded by a great num-* 
ber of them, for their own fervice, and that 
of their children.whom they content them- 
fclves widi fuckling only. They, as well 
as their hufbands, pay attention to them 
. whenybung, and neglect them when grown 
pp. We may fay in general of the Ame- 
ficans, a« of th^ Engliib, that they are 
very 

)lwt more particularly throughout the fiiuthem ones, 
jrfaich bas already b«cn attended with fuicide, and all 
jt| lune&fl coDr«iuenwt, Tkanslatos. 
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very fond of their infanttf and care little for 
their children. It would be a delicate dif- 
cuflion, perhaps, to enquire, whether this 
be really a natural fentiment ;- and whether 
our conduia, which is very different, be not 
the rcfult of felf-love, or of ambitioni but 
we may fafely affirm, that the care we take 
()f ours, is a means of attaching ou^felves 
to them, and of enfuring their reciprocal 
attachment ; a fentiment the noblenefs and 
utility of which cannot be contefted *. 

I was defirouG of celebrating the vtrt(ie$ 
peculiar to the Virginians, aqd in fpite of 
tny wilhe^, I api obliged to limit myfelf ta 
their magnificence and hofpitality. It is 
not in my power to ^idd generofity j for they 
are ftrongly attached to their intereilsj and 
their great riches, joined to their preten^ 
ftops, gives morp deformity to this vjce, I 
ought, 

• I confefs myftlf at a lofi to difcover from what 
Jburce of obfervation the author bas derived the fad 
op w}iich he reafons fo mgeniouflf . Perhaps it istbe 
fccret fpirit of natural prejudice that has led me, who 
was born an Engltflinian, to reverfe the remark, at 
applied to the two countries of France and England; 
but \ leave the fa^ and the ^if^u^n to more «cutc 
p^fervers. Transiator, 
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dnght, in the firft inftance, to have treat- 
ed of the article of religion ; but there is 
nothing remarkable refpefting it in this 
country,exceptthefacilitywith which they 
difpenfe with it. The cflablifhed religioa, 
previous to the Revolution, was that of the 
Church of England, which we know re- 
quires Epifcopacy, and that every Prieft 
mud be ordained by a Bi(hop. Before the 
war, perfons deftined to the Church, went 
to England, to fludy and to be ordained. Ic 
is impoflible, therefore, in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, to fupply the vacancies of the 
Paftors who dfbp ofF. What has been the 
confequence of this F That the churches 
have remained Hiut ; the people have done 
without a Paftor, and not a thought has 
been employed towards any fettlement of 
an Englifh church, independent of Eng- 
land*. The moft complete toleration is 
eflablilhedj but the gther communions 
have 

* During the war there was a great fcarcity of 
Minifters of the £pifcopal Chuich, on account of 
the numbers of that body who attached thcmfclves 
to England, which was prett/ generally the cafe ; 
but after the peace, many young Americans* diftia- 



ji-vGooglc 



have made no acquiiition from the loiSei 
of the formerj each fed: has remained in its 
original fituation j and this fort of religious 
interregnum, has been produ£tiveof nodif* 
order. The clergy have befides receivol a 
fcvere check in the new conftitution, which 
excludes them from all Ihare in the goTern* 
ibeht* even from the right of voting al 
eledtions* 

guided for the go#t], Jiuding t repugnance on the 
part of the Englifli Bifliops, got ordained by the 
Nonjuring fiifhops in Scotland. An a^ has xt length 
palTed, however, to authorize the ordination of Fo- 
reign Clergy by the EngHlh Biihops, which is evi- 
dently intended to promote the caufe of the Hier- 
archy in the United States. I fhali here talte the op^ 
poitunity of mentioning* that on account of th» 
great fcarcity of Bibles, a new edition was pubiiflked 
1>y one Aikin, a ptinter, of Philiadelphiaj by order of 
Congrefs, under the infpc&ion of the Reverend Mr. 
White, brother-in-law to Mr. Morris, and the other 
Chaplain to that body i but fuch are aticient pr^u- 
4ices, that very few of the zealous followers either (^ 
Lutt^r or of Calvin, could be brought to look upon it 
as the genuine old book. The wary devotees, dread-* 
cd, nodoijbt, fimilar errors to that for which tbe 
Company of Stationers were mulcted in the dme of 
King Charles j tbe omilEon of the ntgative in one of 
the Commandments, %y printing " Thoti Jhah da 
teurder." TKAtrstATOR* 
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eleftitins. It is true, that the judges and 
lawyers are fubjeded to the fame exciufiont 
but that is from another motive j to prevent 
the public intered from falling into compe- 
tition with that of individuals. The legif- 
lator dreaded the re-a£tion of thefe intercfts j 
it has been thought propcr,in ihort> to form 
a fort of (eparate body in the State, under 
the name of the Judicial Body. Thcfe ge- 
neral views arc perhaps ialutary in thcm- 
ielves; but they are attended with anincon* 
vtnience at the prefent moment ; for the 
lawyers, who are certainly the moft enlight- 
ened part of the community, are removed 
from the civil councils, and the adminiflra- 
tion is entrttfled either to ignorant, or to 
the leaft ikilful men. This is the princi- 
pal obje^on made in the country to the 
prefent form of government, which to me 
appears excellent in many refpefts. It is 
everywhere in print, and caiily to be pro- 
cure(l; bntlihall endeavour to giveafketch 
of it ih a few words. Itis compoied, i&. 
Of thcAfiembly of Deputies, named by the 
cities and counties, a body correfponding 
with the Houie of Commons, adly. Of a 
Senate,- 
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Senate, the members of which are ele^ed 
by feveral united counties, in a greater or 
lefs number, according to the population of 
the counties, which anfwers to the Houie 
of Peers. 3dly, Of an Executive Council, 
of which the Governor is prefident, and the 
members chofen by the two Chambers j a 
fubftitute for the executive power' of the 
King in England *. 

' It is not by accident that I have pofl- 
poned the confideration of every thing re- 
ipefting the progrefs of the Arts and Sci- 
ences in this country,until the conclufion of 
my rcfleftions on Virginia j I have done it 
exprefsly, becaufe the mind, after bellowing 
its attention on the variety of human infti- 
tutions, repofcs itfelf with plcafure on thofe 
which tend to the perfeftion of the under- 
flanding, and the progrefs of information j 
and above all, becaufe having found myfelf 
snder the neceffity of fpeaklng lefs advan- 
tageoufly 

* Seethe Conftitutions of the different- States, re- 
puhlilhed in England by the Reverend Mr. Jackfon, 
and the excellent tranflation from the original, with 
votes, publifbed in Paris t^ the Duii lit la R«chtf§ucaulti 

TBAKSLATQlLt 
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t&geoufly of this State than X widied to bive 
done; 1 am happy to conclude with ail ar*- 
tide, which is wholly in thetr commefida- 
tion. The College of William and Marj^' 
whofe founders arc announced by the very 
name, is a noble eftabliihment which em- 
bellifhes WilHamfburg, and does honoyir to 
Virginia. The beauty of the edifice is fur- 
pafled by the ricbnefs of its library, and 
that, ftill farther, by the diftinguiflicd merit 
of fcveral of the Profcflbrs, fuch as the 
Doaors Maddtjbn, Wythe, Bellini, &c. &c. 
who may be regarded as living books, at 
once aSbrding precepts and examples. I 
muft likewifc add, that the zeal of thefc 
Profeflbrs has been crowned with th* 
moft diftingJiifhed fuccefs,. and that they 
have already formed many diflihguifhed 
charaCtiers, ready to fervc their country in 
the various departments of government. 
Amongft thefe, it is with pleafure I men- 
tion Mr. Sbortr with whom I was parti- 
cularly conneded. After doing juftice to 
the exertions of the XJniverfity of Wil- 
lamfburg, for fuch is the College of Wil- 
VoL. II. P. liam 
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liam and Mary; if it be neceflary &r iu^ 
further glory to cite miracles, 1 ihall ooly 
obferre that they created me a Dod:or of 
Laws. 



ifi tf My ijiz. 
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A Journey into New Itampjbire, the State 
of MaffacbuJHs^ and Upper Penfyhania* 

Tit« Baron deVtotoentl faaMlbg jbined the 
army in thcbeginningofOftober,IoHghtto 
have refigned to him of courfe the clbmmand 
of the firft divi£on ; fo that -J had qow no 
. neceflary occupatiori/unlefs I had chofcn t^ 
take the command of the fecoriddivilioRj in 
which cafe I milft have fuperfeded the 
Comte de Vjomenil, whiclf was far froii;L 
tny intention i it depended upon myftlf* 
therefbret^to return to Philadelphia* to 
Wait for R)l. de Rochambcau, "who Was ex- 
pcfted there, aftcr:niarchin§ his troops to 
theeaftward » but-niy departure wpuld^avp 
too plainly ^a&KxHtcd th6 intentiofl of «nai> 
barking them, whirfi'it was wilhed to keep 
a fecret> at l<eaft until they had reached 
Hartford. The Comte de Viomenil, oa 
the other hand, being de£fi»is of vvQtijig 
Saratoga, the £aron de Viomenil i*quefted 
me to retain the command of the6rfl:,whUfl: 

■■■■ ;,,...^.« !.,;■■ . ^e 
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be took that of the fecond divifion. I con* 
fcnted, therefore, to facrifice another lift- 
iefs and fatiguing fortnight, and marched 
with the troops to Hartford *. I fubmitted 
alfo 

' * The Tnnlbtor atteodnl tbe Frencb army on 
thdr much, nearly the whole way, from Alqundiia 
tD the North River, and was a witnefs to their ftriA 
dircipline, and the furprizing harmony between them 
and the people of the country, to whom they gave 
9ot the flighteft rcafon of complaint. He infifts the 
more on ibis fafl, as it appears to him no left iingu- 
lar than interelling. On their ^tifal at their quar- 
ters on the march, the whple country came to fee 
them, and it was a general fcene of gaiety and good 
liumour. "When they encaAiped' at Alexandria^ or 
the gmtnd formerly occupied by Jraddock, the moft 
elegant and handfome young ladies of the neigh- 
bourhood danced with the officers on the turf, in 
the middle of iHe camp, to the found of mititiry 
mufiCi and, (a cirCuAftatiee which will appear flngu- 
-larfti European ideas,) the circle was in a great mea- 
fttre compofed o( foldicrs, who, from tht: heat of 
the weather, had difengagcd themfelves from their 
clothes, retaining not an article of dre& except their 
'lhirt£^i which in general were neither extremely longt 
jwrln the heft 'condition; nor did this pccafton the 
.:)eaft embarnflmwit t,o the ladies, many of whom 
.were of highly polifhed manntrs, and the moft ex- 
quime'^elicacy ; or to their friends or parents; lb 
'#himfical and arbitrary itre manners. 

Translatok. 
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■ACx) not to return to the ibuthword, before 
Mr. deRof^ambeaUj and to accompsuiv hint 
thither afteV feeing them embarked. I flk-rf 
termined, however, to avail myfelf of (hefir 
circumftanccs to vifit the upper part of the 
State of Maffachufiets, and New Haiiipw 
fliire, which I had not yet fecn. With thij 
view I fet out froni Hartford die 4th of 
November, the very day the Comte de Ro-c 
chambeau marched with the firft divifioq, ta 
encamp ^t Bolton *. It was two in theaf- 
t«-noon when I got on horieback; my 
companions wereMeffieurs Lynch, de Mon<4 
tefquieu, the Baron de Talcyrand, and Mr; 
de Vaudrcuil. We followed the Boltoa 
route to a crofs road, about three xnUes be- 
P 3 yond 

• The French army, at the time the Marqult 
(peaks of, had been for fome time enczciped at 
Crompont, near Cortland's manor, s few miW 
from that of. General Waflungtoa's, ud twtwwil 
which there was a daily intercourfe. The Tranfla- 
tor dined, in Oaober 1782, in General Wafhing- 
lon's lent, with the Marqufs de Laval, the Baron 
de Viomeml, and fcvetal French officers, within 
hearing of riie Btitifli gwns, which wereu tbaCpe- 
nod happily become aim/xw/xVaiw. <- 
TRAHStATOR. 
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yood ihe. MtetiDg-hbufe, where there is a 
jkonc for-tbe-traTeller's4iredion. Wehtra 
took>to the left, to reach Mr. Kendal's ta- 
Tenii in the town&ip of Coventry, feven- 
tecn miles from Bolton, and four from the 
crois roads. In a quarter of an hoar we 
met Mr< Kendal, who was on horfeback, 
carrying letters to Mr. de Rochambeau, 
iiroai the Acquis de Vandreuil, our Admi- 
ral; for this route, which is the (horteil be- 
tween Bolton and Hartford, was preierred 
fbc the' chain of exprefies between the flcQt, 
die army, and Philadelphia. Mr. de M(mi- 
tefquicu returned with him to Bolton, to 
know- whether thefp letters contained any 
intcrefling intelligence. As we travelled 
ilowly, he joined us in half an hour, and 
informed us, that they were only anfwers 
to thof? he had received from the army, 
with the ftateof the troops to be embark- 
cdj -Sei^STe We reached Mr; Kendal's, w« 
paflfed 3 hut which fcarcely merited the 
name of. a boghoufe, and was only half cpr 
vered, but which was inhabited by a man 
who acoofted us in French j he was a la- 
bpurcr from Canada, who had frequently 
changed 
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dumged habitations, and bad ienn chil- 
dren. We were well lodged and treated at 
Mr. Kendal's, who is above the common 
claTs, and is more occupied in commerce 
. than in farming; he iat down to table with 
us, and we were pleaied with his con^r- 
lation. 

We fet out at half paft eight in the 
morning of the 5th, and travelled through 
a very agreeable and variegated country, 
preienting.us every moment wid> the view 
<^ handfome halHtatioos. The £uxof the 
country is unequal, but the hills are nei- 
Aer high nor fteep. We ilopped to bait 
our hories at Mr. Clark's tavern, in AJbfiri 
townfhip, by the fide of the rivulet of 
Mounthope, on this fide of a river mark<!d 
in the chart by the name of Jlf*»cAtfiW, and 
of a branch of that river caUed Btgjlaeki 
We left this place at two o'clock, the 
country ftill continuing to be pleafant. I 
was particularly ftf uck with the pofition of 
iVeodfiock meeting, which is placed on ai) 
eminence, commaruling a very gay and 
well-peopled country. There are fevcral 
inos around this meeting, but we went 
P 4 three 
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thtec mi]ps,.»tiA. a half furthbr, to Mrs. 
Chandler's. Our jounwy, this day, was 
thirty-three miles, it betog Seventeen frtica 
Chart's tQ Ci^^dUr's taverfu This houfe is 
.k^pi by a wjdow, who^vf a£ frqm fapmej and 
JVlr< Lynth, who had preceded us> was 
very HI received by an old fervant maid. 
A^c found him io great diArefs, becaufe {h& 
wo<jld;(i|ake no preparation of even killing 
a few chickens, before fhQ received the.or- 
ders of her miilreis. fortunately, however, 
the latter arrived in a quarter of an hour, in 
a fort of lingle horfe chalfe, and we found 
her vei7 politeand obliging, ftiegave us a to- 
lerable fupper, and we were neatly lodgedf * 
The 6th we fet out at ten o'clock, hav^ 
jng been apprized that on reaching Oxford, 
it would be ncce0ary to enquire the road at 
•• tavern kept by Mr. icr</, at twelve miles 
diftance; but the weather being bad when 
we got there, we determined to ftop a 
couple of hours until the rain ceafed, which 
had continued the whole morning. We 
had two roads to chufe ; that which goes 
through 

-* Tbis is one of the beft houfea I met with iii 
Amciica. . Tkakilatoiu 
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trough Sbrnvjbury would have led us more 
diredUy to Port/mouth j but I preferred that 
by Graftant which leads to Concord; that 
celebrated ipot, where the iirft blood was 
flied, which commenced the civil war. 
The rain abating a little, we refumed our 
journey at two, and pafled through Sa/ton, 
a pretty enough place, where there are Se- 
veral well-built houfes ; but the rain re- 
doubling, we were obliged to halt Teven 
miles farther on, at Baron's tavern, where 
yfc were well . received. We dried our- 
felves by a good fire, in a very handfome 
apartment, adorned with good prints, and 
handfome mahogapy furniture ; and find- 
ing the ufefttl correfpond with the agreeable 
in this houfe, we reconciled ourfelves to 
the bad weather, which had forced us into 
iuch good quarters. 

We left this place at nine the next 
morning, the road leading us through 
Grafton, aftet which we pafled Blackftoiu 
river, and arrived at.Ga/f's tavern, fifteeo 
miles from Baron's, after a journey through 
a very pleafant country. I remarked that 
the meadows, of which there are a great 
number. 
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number, were in ge^neral inter&dei} and 
watered by trenches cut on porpofe. Mr. 
■Ga]e« informed me, that- thefe -meadows 
were worth from ten to twenty dolltfs an 
acre} from one of which, in bis pofleffion, 
he reaped four tons of hay an acre. The 
dfter-grafs is for the cattle, to produce but- 
t*t and cheefe, principally of this country. 
The price of meat is here about two-|>ence 
^halfpenny the pound of fourteen ounces. 
After baiting our horfes, we omtinued our 
journey by Marlborough, wli«e there arc 
handfome houfes, and more QoUe^led than 
in the other towns or tov^diipj. We at 
length entered a wood, which conducted 
us to the river of Concord, or BUlerikitt 
over which we pafTed by a bridge about a 
mile from the Meeting, and at the fame dif- 
tancc from Mr. Jobn'st wHctc it was near 
nirfe o'clock before we arrived. This is an 
excellent inn, kept by a mofl: determined 
Whig, who aded his part In the zSw of 
Concord *. Maj«< Pitceirn, who com- 
fnanded the English on this occafion, had 
lodged 

* It took place on the 19th of April 1775. G%- 
lierxl Gage had detached from Bofton all his gre- 
fuulieri, li^ht infantry, and fove other troops, 
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lodged frequently «t bis hoofs, ip trav^Bg 
tbjougb the country in difgiiifcs a c^ethofi 
he had fomettraea taken, though very ^- 
gnous,^£ gaming iuformatioa to c^aHP^tr 
nicate to General Gage* The day on whiq^ 
he headed the EngUih troops to Concor$^ 
be arrived at fcven in the monvng* follow^ 
ed by a compuiy of gre»uiier8» and went 
immediately to Mr. John's tavern, the door 
of which being ifaut, he knocked f^vpnl 
time$, and bn the refufal to open it,ordere4 
his grcnadiqrs to force it. Enteringithim* 
felf the firft, he pufhed Mr. John with fiich 
violmca 

amounting together to 900 men, under the orders 
of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, and Major I^tcatrn; 
At Lexington they fell in with a company of Militia^ 
whom they found under arms. The Englifli, in n 
haughty tone, ordered the Americans to diiperfe, 
which they refufed ; and whiift the converfation was 
confined to words, the Englidi fired without giving 
notice, and at that difoharge killed feven cr 
eight Americans, who had made no dirpofitioa 
to fhelter tbemfeives from the fire } they were 
compelled to give way to numbers. The Eng- 
liOi advanced to Concord, where they paid dearly 
for theix' violence i and thisfirftaaof hoIHtity, for 
«*ich ihey wece alone rcfponfible, coft then 
near joo men. Major Pitcairn waa flain at the 
battle of Bupker'i Hilli a ftort tJoie «ftcr the affair 
9f Concord, 
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^kAttKczt to throw hkn down, ai)d afkr- 
■wards placed a guard oyer him, frequently 
inlHlipg on his pointing out the magazines 
of the rebels. The Amel-icans had, in faft, 
4:ol}ed:ed fome cannon and warlilce ftores at 
Concord, but having received timely notice 
in the night, they had removed every thing 
into the >w)6^^ except three twenty-four 
pounders, which remained in the prifon- 
yard, of which Mr.. John was the keeper. 
Major Pitcairn carr)^ng his violence fo far 
as to clap a piftol to his throat, Mr. John, 
mhk had him&lf been in a paflion, grew 
calni,^ and tried to pacify the Englifh com- 
mander. He afTurcd hi^i that there were 
only the above three pieces at Concord, and 
that he Ihould fee them if he would follow 
him. He.condudted him to the prifon^ 
where the Englifh entered, he fays, in a 
rage, at feeing, the Tankeei fo expert in 
mounting cannoDj and in providing them- 
felvca ^ith every thing neceflary for the 
fcrvice of artillery, fuch as fpunges, ram- 
mers, &c. Major Pitcairn made- his men 
"(kiJroy the carriages, and break the trun- 
nions; then ordefed the prifon to be fet 
open. 
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opeii* whera he found two prifoners, one 
of whom, hdng a Tory, hereleafed. 

The firft moments of trouble and vi- 
vacity being over, Major Pitcairn returned 
to Mr. John's, where he brcakfalled, and 
paid for it. The latter refumed his Aatioa 
of innkeeper ; numbers of the EngUHi 
came to aik for rum, which he meafured 
out as ufuat, and made them pay exaf^ly. 
In the mean time, the Americans, who 
had paHed'the river in their retreat, began 
to rally, and to unite with thofe, who, 
apprized by the alarum bells, and various 
cxprefTes, were coming to their afllftahce. 
The difpofition Major Pitcairn had to make 
for his fecurity, whilft he was employed in 
fearching for, and deflroylng the ammu* 
nition, was by no means difficult ; it was 
only neceflary to place ilrong guards at the 
two bridges to the North and South, which 
he had done. Towards ten o'clock in the 
morning, the firing of mufquetry was heard 
at the North Bridge, on which the Englifli 
sallied at the place appointed, on a height, 
in a church-yard lituated to the right of the 
foad, and oppofite the town-houfe. Three 
8 hundred 
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hundred Americans, who were afleitibled 
on the other fide of the river, defcended. 
froni the heights by a winding raad which 
leads obliquely to the bridge, but which, 
at fixty paces from the river, turns to the 
left, and comes Araight upon it. Until 
they had reached this angle, they had their 
flank covered by a fmall A<Hie . wall j but 
when they came to this point, they inarched 
up boldly to the bridge, which they found 
the enemy employed in breaking down. 
The latter fired the firft, but the Americans 
fell upon them, and they ealily gave vrafi 
which f^pears rather extraordinary. Mr. 
John affirms, that the EngliHi at firft ima- 
gined the Americans had no ball, but that 
they foon found their error, on feeing fe* 
veral of their foldiers wounded. They 
even fpeak here of an officer, who informed 
his men that they had nothing to fear, for 
that tibe Americam fired only with powder i 
but a drummer who was near him receiving 
at the moment a mufquet (hot, replied, 
^a&e care of that powdery Captain* Thf 
Englifh had three men killed here, and ip* 
vend wounded, two of them were officer. 
.6 The 
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The Americans ilowpafled the bridge, and 
formed immediately cm a TmaU eminence* 
to the left of the road, as they Were fitu- 
atcd, and a fbort dannon ihot from that on 
which the EngUQi were coUef^cd- There 
they remained ibme tim^ wfatching each 
other; but the fight of ibme houfes on firo 
irritated the Americans, and determined 
them to march tovrards the Englifii, who 
then retreated by the Lexington road, which 
forming an elbow, the Americans, who 
knew the country, took the Hiring of the 
bow, and got up with them before they 
advaaced a mile. It was here the retreat- 
ing 6ght began, of which every body has 
ieen the accounts, and which continued to 
Lexington, where the EngliOi were joined 
by the reinforcement under the command 
<4 Barl Percy. 

It was on the morning of the 8th that I 
examined the field of battle at Concord, 
which took me up till half pall ten, when. 
I refumed my journey. Ten miles from 
Concord is Bellerikat a pretty confiderable 
townihip; the country here was lefs fertile, 
and the road rather ftony. We halted at 
South 
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South jindaver, five miles beyond BillerilEa, 
at a bad inn, kept by one Forfterj his wife 
had fome beautiful children, but ihe ap- 
peared difordered, and I thought her rather 
drunk. She (hewed vac, with much im- 
portance, a book her eldeft daughter was 
reading, and I found it, to my no imall 
furprize, to be a book of prayers in Italian. 
This daughter, who was about feventeen, 
repeated alfo a prayer in the Indian Ian* 
guage, of which ihe underftood not a word, 
having leafrnt it accidentally from an Indian 
fervant ; but her mother thought all this 
admirable. We contented ourfelves with 
baiting ourhorfes in this wretchedidehouie, 
and fetout at half paft one, travelled through 
South and Nori6 Andover. North-Parifit 
or. North Andover, is a charming place, 
where there are a great number of very 
handfome houfes, a quantity of meadows, 
and fine cattle. Almoft on quitting this 
long townfhip, you enter Briidjbrdi where 
night overtook us, and we travelled two or 
three miles in the dark before we reached 
Haverhill kiry. It was half paft fix before 
wc had croffcd it, and got to Mr. Har- 
ward's 
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■ward's inn, where we had a good fupper, 
aiid good lodgings. At Haverhill, theM<f- 
rimack Js only fit for veffels of thirty tons, 
but much larger ones are built here, which 
are floated down empty to Newbury. Three 
miles above Haverhill are falls, and higher 
up the river is only navigable for boats'. 
The trade of this town formerly confiftcd 
in timber for ftiip-building,which'hasb(ien 
fufpcnded fince the war. It is pretty con- 
fiderable, and tolerably well built j and its 
fituation, in the form of an amphitheatre 
on the left fhore of the Merimack, gives it 
many agreeable afpec^s. 

We left this place the 9th, at nine in 
the morning, our road lying through 
Plafiowt a pretty confidcrablc townfliipj 
after which we met with woods, and a- 
wild and horrid country. We faw a great 
number of pines and epicias} there are alfo 
feveral large lakes, fome of which are traced 
upon the chart. Since we quitted the con- 
liiiesof Connefticut, I have in general ob- 
ferved a great number of thefc ponds, which 
contributed to increafe the refemblaiice be- 
tween this country and that of the Bour- 

Voi. II. Q^ bonmiif 
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bonnoist and the Nivemdis, in Franco. 
Twelve miles from Haverhill is Kmgfipn^ 
?. townlhip inferior to thofc we hadobferved 
,Dpon the rdute; and at the end of eighteen 
miles is Exeter, at prelent the capital of 
New Hampihire, that is to lay, the place 
where the Prefident or Governor refides^ 
and the members of the ftatb a0emble. It 
is rather a handfome town, and is a fort of 
fott-y for veiTds of &venty tons can come 
up, and otherB as large as three or four 
^hundred tons are built here* which are 
floated down Exeter river into the bayrf 
that name, and thence to Pifcataqua. We 
Aopped at a very handfome inn kept by Mr. 
Rufpert, which we quitted at half pail two; 
and though we rode very fail, night was 
coming on when we reached Portfmoutb. 
The toad .from Exeter is very hilly. We 
paiTed through Greenland, a very populous 
townihip, cotnpofed of wdl built houTcs. 
Cattle here are abundant, but not fo hand- 
fome as in Conneflicut, and the State of 
Mailachuilets. "Iphey are difpericd over fine 
jpeadows, and it is a,beatiful fight to ice 
4hem, coIle<3ed . near their hovels in the 
..-.-'■. _,..■ . - evening. 
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eyeoiog. Tills countrjr preients, in every 
t^pe&, t^e piSrure o£ Abundance and of 
Ht^pioefs. The road from Greenland to 
Fortfrnonth is wide and beautiful, inter- 
fporfod vtiA habitations, fo that thefe two 
towafhips almoft touch. lalightedat Mr. 
Srw^'s, where I was well lodged ; be 
Teeraod to me a rerpcAable man, and much 
attache^ to hie couotfy. 

In the morning of the loth I went to payr 
a vifit to Mr. Albert de Kioms, Captain of 
thc.P,&(/flff *, who liad a iioufc on fliore, 
where be refided for his health j he invited 
mc to dinner, lyhich be advifed jne to ac- 
cept, as the Comte de Vaudreuii was ia 
^eat copfiMion «n board his 0iip»tluimzea 
maft<:^ whidh had been ftruck by l^htniog 
£ve days before,;ind which penetrated tohis 
£rft t>at<ery; but he o&redine his boat to 
0^2 carry 

* The Marquis de Vaudreuil's fquadron wai then 
atfioflont and fome of his Piips were refitting, an^ 
taking m tnafts at Portlmouth. M. de Albert de 
Riomi it the off oer who coauunded the cvolutioos 
of the Frcnd) fqusdron, on the late vifit of the King 
to Cherbourg, Tsansiator. 
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carry mie .on board the Augujte. In return- 
ing for my cloak, I happened to pafs by the 
meeting, preqifely at the time of fervice, 
and had' the curiofity to enter, where I re- 
mained above half an hour, that I might 
not interrupt the preacher, andtofhewmy 
refpeft for the affembly; the audience were 
not numerous on account of the fevere cold, 
but I faw fome handfome women, elegantly 
dreffed. Mr. Barkminjler, a young mi- 
nifter, fpoke with a great deal of grace, 
and leafonably enough for a preacher. I 
could not help admirin|f the addrefs with 
which he introduced politics into his fer- 
mon, bycomparing the Chriftians redeemed 
by the blood of Jefus Chrift, but ftill com- 
pelled to fight againft the flelh and iin, to 
the Thirteen United "States, who, notwith- 
ftanding th^ have acquired liberty and- in- 
dcpwidcnce, "are under the neccffity of em- 
ploying all their force to combat a formi- 
dable power, and to preferve thofe inva- 
luable treafures. It was near twelve whca 
I embarked in Mr. Albert's boat, and faw 
on the left, near the little Illand of Rifm^ 
Caftk, 
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Chjih, the America *, (the fliip given by 

CoQgTefs to the King of France) which 

0^3 had 

* The America is the vcJlel given by Coitgrda to 
the King of France, to' replace the MagnifiqiUy loft 
«i Level's iiland- in fioffon harbour, wben the 
French fleet entered that port fome months after the 
defeat of the Comte de GraJTc. This (hip wap 
defigoed for the well known Piixl ytnts^ wbo by his. 
command of the little fquadroo on the coafta of 
England, had acquired the title of Comtnodore, and 
was figbing after that of Admiral of America, which 
Congrefs, no bad appreciators of merit, thought 
proper to refufc him. The Tranflator met him at 
a public table at Bofton, on ))is return from Portf- 
mouth, where he told the cc»npany, that notwi^- 
itandin^ the reafon he had to be difconteated, he bad 
given his advice in the conHru^iunand launching 
of the'veflel ; in which latter operation, howevei^ the 
fhip ftruck faft on the flip, but without any material 
damage. This accident is not intended by an/ 
means ag an imputation on Mr. Jono, who cer- 
tainly was fortunate enoug)), at pne time, to Tender 
^nliderable fcrvice to America. He is faid to have 
acquired a confidcrable properFy by the prizes he 
made in that cruize, but his officers and. crews cem- 
plain (the TranHatoi does not f^y with wh^t JMi^ic^) 
that there ^a!i i)cver teen any ditiribution of the 
prize money ; ^nd that n^mbc^s of his maimed and 
qi|ititifted failors were reduced to beg for a fubfiftei^ce 
ifi France, and clfewbcic* to the difcredit of Amc^ -^ 
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bid bwD jtift kunchAl, and appeared to mi 
ft fine {hip. I left on th& righc the lAt-of 
Wafliington, on whicb ftands a fort of that 
name. It is built in the form pf a.fhr, 
the parapets of which are fupported hy 
Aakes, and was not finifhcd. Then leavipg 
NeiPca/IU on the right, and Bittery on the 
left, we arrived at the anchoring ground, 
within the firft pafs. I found Mr. Vau- 
drcuil on board, who prefentcd me to tba 
6fficer8 of his £hip, aAd afterwards tothoJib 
bf the detachment of the army, among 
whom were three officers of my former 
regiment of Cuienne, at prefent called 
Viennois. He then took tne to- fee the rat 
*agcs madfc by the lightning, of which M. 
de ?ir^, who then cwlimanded the ftiip, 
M. de Vaudreuii having Jlept on ftjore, 
gave me the following account: At half 
part two in the morning, in the midft of 
very 

rica. Mr^ Jones read fome prttty enough verfcs m 
Ills own honour to the fame company, at Bracken's 
tavern in Boutin, e:ftra£tcd from a London newf- 
paper, and fafd to be wrinen by Lady Craven. Thrf 
America ii *n6w» at Breft, and is efteemed one of the 
J^andfomtft fl^tjJs m the Frefltb naTjr. ■ 

TllAKJVAtCm. 
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<Mt^ violent ram, a dreadful e«plo£bn/was 
heard fuddenly, and the centinel, who was 
in the gallery, came in a paolc into, the 
council chamber, where he met with M* 
Bir6, who had leaped to the foot o£ his 
bed, and they were both ftruck with 4 
ftrong fulpfaureous fmell. The bell mu 
immediately rung, and the fhip .examined^ 
when it was found that the mizen niaft 
was cut {hort in two, four feet from the 
forecafiJe; that it had been lifted in tbs 
air, and fallen perpendicularly on the 
quarter-deck, through which it had pene- ■ 
trated, as well as the fecond battery. Two 
iailors werecruihed by its fall, two others, 
who never could be found, had doubtlefs 
been thrown into the fca by the common 
tion, and feveral were wounded. 

At one o'clock we returped on ihore to 
dine with Mr. Albert de Rioms, and our 
fellow guefls were M. de Bir^, who aAed 
as Flag Captain, though but a Lieutenant; 
M. de Mortegues, who formerly com- 
manded the Magnifique (loft at the fame 
period odi Level's ifland in Boflon harbour) 
and was deftined to the command of : the 
0^4 America j 
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Ameficai M. de Siber,, Lieutenant enpied 
of the Pluton j M. d'Hiwures, Captain of 
the regiment of.Viennois, &c. after din- 
ner we went to drink tea with Mr. Langdsn, 
He isa handfomc map, and of a noble car- 
riage ; he has been » member of Congrcfs, 
and is now one of the £ril people of the 
country j his houfe is elegant and well fur- 
niflicd, and the apartments admirably well 
wainfcoted j he has a good manufcript 
chart of the harbour of Portfmouth. Mrs. 
Langdon, his wife, is young, fair, and to- 
lerably handfomc; but I converfed lefs with 
her than with her huiband, in whofe iavouc 
I was prejudiced, from knowing that he 
had difplayed great courage and patriotism 
at the time of Burgoyne's expedition. For 
repairing to the council chamber, of which 
he was a member, and perceiving that they 
were about to dJfcuis fome a^^^irs. of little 
confequcDce, he addceded them as follows; 
** Gentleman, you may talk as long as you 
*• pleafe, but 1 know that the enemy is on 
*^ our frontiers, and that I am going to 
**. take my piftols, and mount my hoife, 
*f to combat with piy fellow citizens;" 
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tlic gFcateft part of the members of tht 
council and afiembly followed him, and 
joined General Gates at Saratoga. As he 
was marching day and night, repofing him- 
felf only in the woods, a negro fervant who 
attended him, ^ys to him, " Mafter, you 
*' are hurting ydurfclf, but no matter, you 
*• are going to fight for Liberty ; I ihould 
** fuSer alfo patiently if I had Liberty to 
" defend." " Don't let that ftop you," 
replied Mr. Langdon, '* from this moment 
'* you are free." The negro followed him« 
behaved with courage, and has never quit- 
ted him. On I&aving Mr. Langdon's, we 
went to. pay a vifit to Colonel H^intioortlf, 
who is refpedted in this country, not only 
from his being of the fame family with 
Lord Rockingham, but from his general 
acknowledged character for probity and ta- 
lents. . He conduced the naval department 
at Portfmouth, and our officers are nevef 
weary in his commendation. From Mr. 
WentWotlh|s, M. de Vaudrcuil and M. do 
^ioms took me to Mrs. fFSippIe's, a widow 
lady, who is, I believe, iiAer-in-law to 
general Whipple i Ihe is neither young nor 
hand- 
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feaBdfomCfbutaj^earedtonietDfaueftgQod 
widcrftanding, and gaiety. Sbeisolucating^ 
one of her oieces, only fourteen years old, 
who is already charming. Mcs. Whipple's 
boufe, as well as tbatof Mr. Weatworth's, 
and all thofe I faw at Portrmouth^ are Tcry 
bandfotDe and well furnished. 

I propofed, on the morning of the i itb, 
to make a tour amongft the ijQands in the 
harbour, but fome fnow having fallen, and 
the weather being by no meatts inviting, I 
contented myfdf with paying vifits to fome 
officers of the navy, and amongft others to 
the Comtc de Vaudreuil, who had ilept on 
feore the preceding night ; after which w« 
again met at dinner at Mr. Albert's, a point 
of union which was always agreeaUe. M. 
d'Hizeure had ordered the mufic of the re- 
giment of Vennois to attend, and I found 
with plcafure, that the tafte for mafic^ 
which I had infpired into that corps, ililt 
fubfifted, -and that the ancient muficiant 
had been judicioufly replaced*. Aftcrdin- 



* The Marquis deCbaflellux, amongfl his vari- 
ous accompirihmenti, is dillinguifliednot only in the 
cliata^r of an amoltur, but For his fcientific kno^r- 
ledge of muftc. Tkanslator. 
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Iter, we again drank tea at Mr. Langdon'v 
aod then paid a viHt to Dr. Brackett, aa 
efteemed phyfician of the country, and a£<. 
tcrwards to Mr. 'Tbompfon. The latter nns 
bom in England ; he' is a good feaman, 
and an excellent fbip-boilder, and is be- 
fides a ienfible man, greatly attached to hu 
new country, which it is only fifteen years 
iinceheadopted. His wife is an American^ 
and pleafes by her coimtenaoc^ bot AiU 
more by her amiable aod poUte behaviour^ 
We finiihed the evening at Mr. Went-* 
worth's, where the Comte de Vaudreuil 
lodged ; he gave us a very haadfome fup^ 
per, without ceremony, during which tho 
conver^ition was gay ahd agreeable. 

The izfb I fct out, after taking leave of 
M. de Vaudreuil, whpm I met as he wa4 
cc»ning'to ball on me, and it was certaialjr 
with the greaiteft lincerity that I teftified to 
him xxfj lenfe of the polite manner in wbicti 
I had b4en received by him, and by th4 
officers under his ccnnmand. 

The following are the ideas which I had 

ui opportunity of acquiring relative to the 

town of Portfmouth. It was in a pret^ 

flourishing 
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flouriihing .ftate before the war, and carried 
' on the trade of ihip timber, and lalt fifh; 
It is eafy to concave, that this commerce 
muft have greatly fuflfered.fihce jthe cora^ 
mencement of the:trpiibles, but.notwith- 
Handirig, Portfmouth is, perhaps, of all the 
American towns, that which wiU gain the 
moft^tbepre£entwar. There is every ap- 
pearance of its becoming to Neio England, 
Trhat the other Portfmauth 4S to the OA/j 
that is to fay, that this place -will be made 
choice of as the dep6t of the coHtinental 
inarine. The accefs to the harbour. is oafy; 
the road immenfe, and there are. feven &■* 
thorns water as far up as two miies ahovd 
the town ; add to this, that notwithfl^nd- 
ing its northern lituation, the harbour of 
Portfmouth k never frozen, an advantage 
arifing from the rapidity of the current. 
This circumftanc^, joined to its proiimity 
to the timber for Ihip-f-building, efpecially 
lor' niade, which can only be balanced by 
the harbour of -Rhode Ifland^ will doubtlefs 
determine the choice of Congrefs. But if 
amval eftabltHiment be thought necclTary 
at Portfmouthy the quays, thft rQp«-w»lks, 
tb# 
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the arfenals^ £cc. muft be placed in die ■■ 
ifljtnds, ; and not on the continent ; for it 
would be eafy for an enemy's army to land 
-ther^, and -take pofTefHon of the town, the 
local lituatkin of which would require too 
coniiderable a developement of fortification 
to (Belter it from infult. I imagine how- 
ever, that a good entrenched camp might 
be formed between the two creeks, but I 
am only able to judge of that from a flight 
obfervation, and from charts. 

It has happened in New Hampfliire, as 
in the State of Maflachuflets, that the lofles 
of commerce have turned to the advantage 
of agriculture} the capitals of the rich, and 
the indufliry erf the people having flowed 
back from the coaAs towards the interior 
of the country, which has profited rapidly 
by the reflux. It is certain that this 
country has a very flourithing appearance, 
and that new houfes are building, and new 
farms are fettling every day. 

New Hampfhire hitherto has no perma- 
nent conflitution, and its prefent govern- 
ment is no more than a fimple convention j 
it much refembles that of Pcnfylvania, for 
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it confifts of one le^^^lfttivc bodft oompctTed 
of the representatives of the .pe(>p)#, aad the 
executive council, which has for its. chief, 
a PreCdent, inftead of Governor. But dur- 
ing my ilay at Portfniouth> I learnt that 
there was an a&mbly at Exeter for the pur* 
poieof eftablifliingaconftitubon, the prin- 
cipal articles of which vrere already agreed 
on. This confUtutjon will befoundcd 09 
the iame principles as thofc of New- York 
and Ma0achu^ets. There will be, as ia 
the former, an execmive power vcfted in 
the hands of the Governor, the Chancellor 
and the,Chief Juitices j the latter of whom 
"will be perpetualj Atle»ii ftutm diuje ienc 
geferintt during good behaviour, 1>ut the 
.members of the fenate will be annually 
changed, and the requifite qualification of 
a fenator, very inponfidcrablc, which I 
think is a great inconvenience *. Mr. 
X^ngdon,obferve»> and perhaps with reaibn* 
that the country is as yet too young, and 
.the materials wantiog to give this fenate 
aU 

* A new^form of government has been efiablllheil 
£nce the peace. Translator. " 



ji-vGoogle 



N OR T H - A M E R I C A. 139 

all the mdght and conliftence it ought to 
have, as in Maryland, where the fenators 
are elcSed for three years, and muft pof- 
fefs fit leaft five hundred pounds. 

At Portfmouth I was told of a new fe£t, 
which could not fail of making fome noife 
in the country. An individual, I think, of 
the nam^ of Andrews^ thinks proper to 
preach a do^rine called that of the Uni- 
verjalifts. He pretends that Jefus Chrlft 
having redeemed all men, no man can be 
damned; for were it otherwife,* his mifSoa 
wonld be ufelefs, at leal); in a great mea- 
fure. If this opinion be not novels it is 
certainly very commodious j but it for^rts 
rather a fubjeft of convcrfation; and evefi 
of plea&ntry, than matter of dispute. 

When I was at Portfmouth the nccefla- 
ries of life were very dear, owing to Jttw 
great drought of the preceding fummer. 
Corn cofts two dollars a bufhel, (of ijxty 
pounds weight) oats almoft as much, and 
Indian corn was extremely fcarce. I fhall 
hardly be believed when I fay, that I paid 
eight livres ten fols (about fcven shillings 
and three-pence) a day for each horfe. 
Butcher's 
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Butcher's meat only was cheap, felling at 
two-pence halfpenny a pound. That part 
of New Hampfhire bordering on the coaft 
is not fertile i there are good lands at forty 
or fifty miles diftance from the fea, but the 
expence of carnage greatly augments the 
price of articles, when fold ifl the more 
inhabited parts. As for the value of land- 
ed property it is dear enough for fo new a 
country. Mr.Rufpert, my landlord, paid 
feventy pounds currency per annum, (at 
cight^n livres, or fifteen ftiilHngs fhc 
pound) for his inn. Lands fell at from 
ten to fixteen dollars an acre. -Thecoun* 
try produces little fruit, and the cyder is 
indifferent. 

The road from Portfmoath to Newbury 
^ffes through a barren country. Hamp- 
ton is the only townfliip you meet with, 
and there are not fuch bandfome houfes 
there as at Greenland. As we had only 
twenty miles to gOi 1 was unwilling to ftop, 
and defired the Vicomte de Vaudreuil only, 
to go on a little before us to dinner. It was 
two o'clock when we reached Mcrimack 
ferry, and from the (hore we faw the open- 
ings 
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ings of the harbour, the channel of which 
pafles nearthe northern extremity oi Plumb 
'^dnd, on which is a fmall fort^ with a 
few cannon and mortars. Its fituation ap- 
pears to me well choien, at leaft as far as 
I was capable of judging from a diftance. 
At the entrance of the harbour is a bar, oa 
which there are only eighteen feet water in 
the higheft tides, fo that although it be a 
very commercial placCj it has always been 
refpeSed by the Englifh, Several frigates 
had been built hetej amongft others, the 
tbarles-'town^ and ^c Alliance *. The har- 
VoL. II. R hour 

*' Xhb privateers which fo grejtljr molefled the 
Bthi& trade were cbjefly frMn the ports of New- 
bury, Beverley, and Salem, In which places large 
foitunas were made by this means ; and fuch muft 
ever be the cafe in any future war, from the pecu- 
liarity, of their pofition, whence they may run out 
at any feafon of the year, and cominit depreda- 
tions-Qnapy of the maritime powers to which Am^ 
lica \i hqftile, with little fear of retaliation. New- 
foundland, Nova Scotia, the Gulphs of St. Law- 
rence, and of FLoridaj and the whole trade of the 
Weft-Indian Archipelago, arc in a manner at their 
doors. However Great-Britain may afFe^fl to dcfpifc 
America, Hie is perhaps, even in her prefent infant 
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bour is exten0ve, ahd well fheltered, Al^ 
ter pailing tbeferry in little fktboats, wbieh 
held 

ftate, from various circumftances, the moft formid- 
able enemy fhe can have to cope with, in cafe of a 
j-upture; for, as 'nations ought eolle^ivdj to k 
difpaffionate, though indirlduals are not, it behorcf 
her to reBe6l, where, and in what manner fhe can 
return the blow. Mr. Jtfftrfiin^ the prefent Mimfter 
of the United States at Verfailles, amongll other 
excellent obfervatlons on this fubjcA has the follow- 
ing, which lextrai^ with pleafure from his N&ttsm 
Virginia^ a molt intereftmg work, with which I ban; 
juft privately been favoured. " The tp^ is the field 
*' on which we fliould meet an European enemy, 
*■ on that element it isnecelTary we -ihouM poiTef* 
" fome power. To aim at fuch a navy as the 
*' greater nations of Europe poflefs would be a 
*' foolifh and wicked wafle of the ener^es of our 
** countrymen. It would be to pull on our beads 
*' that load of military expence which makes the 
*■* European labourer go fupperlefs to bed, andmoi- 
** ficns his bread with the fweat' of his brow. It 
*' will be enough if we enable ourfelvcs to prevent 
** infult from thofe nations of Europe which are 
" weak on the fea, bccaufe circumflanui ixiji which 
" reader even thejirenger cnei weak at te us. Prm- 
*' dence has piaced their riche/t and moji deftnctllfs fof- 
,** feffions at our deer; has obHged ibetr mafl. frecims 
** tammerce to pafs as it were in review btjhre us, 
** To protect this, or to alTail us, a fmall fart 
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h?ld only five horfes each, wc went to Mr. 

bavenport's inn, where we found a good 

R 2 dinner 

" only of their naval force will ever be rifqucd 
•* 2crofs the Atlantic. The dangers to which the 
" elements ezpofe them here are too well known, 
" and the greater danger to which they would be 
" expofed at. home, were any general calamity to 
" involve their whole fleet. They can attack us 
" hy detachment only; and it will fiifficc to make'our- 
" felves equal to what they may detach. Even a 
** liB^lei force ibao they may detach will be ren- 
" dered equal or fuperior by the ^uUknt/s with which 
" axy cheat may be repaired with us, while, lofles with 
" them will be frreparable till too late. A fmall 
* naval force then is -neceflary for us, and a imall 
** one is neceffary. What this Should be I will noc 
" undertake to lay. I will only fay it fhould by no 
" means be fo great as wc are able to make it. Sup- 
" pofing the million of dollars, or ;f3oo,00O fterl. 
" which Virginia would annually fparc without dif- 
** trefsj be applied to the creating a navy. A fingle 
" year's contribution would build, equip, man, and 
" (end t9 fea a ferce which fliould cany 300 guns. 
** The reft of the- confederacy exerting themfelves 
" in the fame proponton would equip 1500 guns 
"more. So that one year's contribution would fet 
" up a navy of 1800 guns. The Britiflifliipsof the 
" line average 76 guns} their frigates 38. 1800 
** guns then would form a fleet of 30 Chips, iS 
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dinner ready. I had letters from Mr. 
Wentworth to Mr. John 'Tracy, the moft 
confiderablemerchantm the place; but, be- 
fore I had time to fend them, he had heard 
of my arrival, and, as I was ariiing from ta- 
ble, entered the room, and very politely in- 
vited me topafs the evening with him. He 
was accompanied by a Colonel, whofe name 
is too difficult for me to write,, having 
never been able to catch the manner of 
pronouncing it; but it was fomething like 
Wigjleps. This Colonel remained with me 
till Mr. Tracy finished his bufiqcfs, when 
he came with two handfome carriages, well 
equipped, and condu£Ved'me and my Aide 
deGanipe to his country-houfe. This houft 
Aands a mile from the town, in a very 
beautiful iituatiohj but of this I could my- 
felf 

*' of which might be of the line, and I2 frigates, 
, V Allowing eight men, the Sritiib average, foi every 
*' gun, their annual expence,^ including fubfiAencCf 
*' clothing, pay, and ordinary repairs, would be 
" about 1280 dollars fer every gun, or 2,304,000 
*' dollars for the whole. I ftatc this only as one 
■■ ycai's poffible exertion, without deciding wbe- 
*' ther more or lefs than a year*! exertion ftiould 
*' be thus applied." TRANn-ATOR. 
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felfform no judgment, as it was already 
night." I went however, by moonlight, to 
fee the garden, which is compofed.of dif- 
ferent terraces. . There is likewife a hot- 
houfe and a number of young trees. The 
houfe is very handfome and well iini{hed, 
and every thing breathes that air of mag- 
nificence accompanied with fimplicity, 
which is only to be found amongfl mer- 
chants. The evening paffed rapidly by the 
aid of agreeable converfation and a few 
glaffes of punch. The ladies we foiind af- 
iembled were Mrs. Tracy, her two fifters, 
and their coufin, Mifs hee. Mrs. Tracy 
has an agreeably and a fen(ible countenance, 
and her manners correfpond with her ap- 
pearance. 4* ten o'clock an excellent fup- 
per was ferved, we drank good wine, Mifs 
Lee fung, and prevailed on Metlieurs de 
Vaudreuil and Taleyrand to fing alfo ; to- 
wards midnight the ladies withdrew, but 
we continued drinking Maderia and Xery. 
Mr. Tracy, according to the cuftom of the 
country, offered us pipes, which were ac-. 
cepted byM.dcTaleyrand.andM.deMon- 
(ef(juieu, the confequence of which was 
R 3 that 
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that they become intoxicated, and were 
led home, where they were happy to get 
to bed. As to myfelf, I remained per-?, 
feftly cool, and continued to converfe on 
trade and politics with Mr. Tracy, who in- 
terefted me greatly with an accoqnt of all 
the vicifljtudes of his fortune fince the be- 
ginning, of the war. At the end of 1777, 
his brother and he had loft one and forty 
(hips, and with regard to himfelf^ he had 
not a ray of hope but in a fingle letter of 
marque of eight guns, of which he had re- 
peived no n^ws. As lie was walking.one 
day with his brpther, aqd ihcy were rea. 
foning together on the means of fubiifting 
their families. (for they were both married) 
they perceived a fail making for the har- 
bour. He immediately interrupted the 
convcrfation, iaying to his brother, " Per- 
haps it is a prize for me." The latter 
laughed at him, but he immediately took 
a boat, went to meet the (hip, and fotjn(i 
that it was in faiS a prize belonging to him, 
worth five and twenty thousand pounds 
fterling. Since that period, he has been 
almoft always fortunate, and hp is at pre- 
fcnt 
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ient thought to be worth near ,f 120,000 
ileriing. Hehas.my warmeft wi(hes for 
his profpcrity i for he is a fenfible pplite 
man, and a good patriot. He has always 
affifted his country in time of,need« and 
in 17S1 lent five thoufand pounds to the 
State of MafiachuiTets for the clothing of 
their troops, and that only on the receipt 
of the Treafurer, yet his quota of taxes in 
that very year amounted to ^x thou/and 
founds. One can hardly conceive how a 
£mple individual can be burchened fo far ; 
but it muft be underftood, that befides the 
duty of 5 percent, on importation, requir- 
ed by Congrefs, the State impofed another 
tzx. of the fame value on the fale of every 
article, in the nature of an exciie, on rum, 
jdigar, coffee, &c. Thefe taxes are levied 
wi^ great rigour : a merpbant who re- 
ceivee aveflel is obliged to declare the car- 
go, and nothing can go out of the fliip or 
wareboufe without paying the duty. The 
confequ^npe of this reftraint is, that the 
nerchapts, in prder to obtain free ufe of 
^eir proper^, are obliged tbemfelves to 
tarn iretailers, apd pay the whole duty, 
R 4 the 
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the value of which they muft recover from 
thofc to whom they fell. Without this, 
they could neither draw from their ftores 
what is neceffary for their own cenfump-r 
tion, nor the fmall articles, which they are 
inthe way of felling, at the- firfl hand; they. 
are con fequently obliged to take owtlkencei^ 
like tavern-keepers and retailers, thusfup- 
porting the whole weight of the import 
both as merchants and as ihop-keepers. 
Patriot as he is, Mr. Tracy cannot help 
blaming the rigour with which commerce 
is treated^ a rigour arifing from the pre- 
ponderance of the farmers or landholders, 
and alfo from the neceffitywhich-the, go- 
vernment is under of finding mon^ where 
it can i for the farmers cafily evade the- 
taxes; certificates, receipts, aUedged griev^ 
ances, reduce them almoft to. nothing. ' Thus 
has a State, yet in its infancy, all the in- 
firmities of age, and taxation attaches it- 
felf to; the very fource of wealth; at the 
rifle of drying up its channel. [This ob- 
fervation appears rather forced, as applied 
generally, theMarquis admitting that thefc 
impofitioni 
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impofitions were the refult of a critical and 
immediate want. 'TranJlatorJ] 

I left Newburf Port, the 13th at ten in 
the morning, and often ftopped before I 
loft fight of this pretty little town, for I • 
had great pleafure in enjoying the different ' 
afpedts it prefents. It is in. general well 
built, and is daily increaling in new build- 
ings. Thewarehoufes of the merchants, 
which are near their own houfcs, ferve by 
way of ornament, and in point of architec- 
ture refemble not a little our large green- 
houfcs. You cannot fee the ocean from 
the road to Ipfwich; and the country to the 
eaftward is dry and rocky. . Toward the 
-xveH: it is more fertile j but in general the 
land throughout the country, bordering on 
the fea, is not fruitful.. At the cpd of 
twelve miles is Ipfwich, where we flopped 
-to bait our horfes, and were furprized to 
End a town between Newbury and Salem, 
at lead as populous as thefe two fea-ports, 
though indeed much lefs opulent. But 
-mounting an eminence near the tavern, 
I faw that Ipfwich was alfo a fea-port. I 
was told however that the entrance was 
difficult;. 
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difficult, and that at fome times of the 
year there were not five feet upon the bar. 
From this eminence you fee Cape Anne, 
9nd the fouth fide of Plamb'ifiand,. as well 
as a pait of the north. The bearing of 
the coafi, which trends to the eaftward, 
feems to me badly laid dpwn in the charts j 
this coafi: trends more foutherly above Ip£* 
wich, and forms a fort of bay, Ipfwich 
at prefent has but little trade, and its fiibety 
is alfo on the decline; butthegroaodindie 
xieighbourhood is pretty good, and alsoiiiuls 
)n paAurage, lb that the feaxnen having turn- 
ed farmers, they have been in. ifio want of 
fubfiilcnce*, which may account likevi& 
for 

* The diSivity and enterprize. of tbft inhabitaott 
of the Eaftern States are unremitted. The ft^mao 
■when on ftore immediately applies hhnfelf to (otm 
faatadicraft occupation, or to hvdundr^, aad U li- 
ways ready at a i&onient's warning to accompady 
the captain his neighbour, who is lilcewife ffequetit* 
ly a mechanic, to the filheries. Weft-India' voyages 
are the moft perilous expeditions, fo tbat U is' no 
uncommon circumftance tp find in a crew of «»- 
celtent New-England euriiws, not a (a^\e feanat, 
fo to fpealc, hy profcflion. Hence arife that zeali 
fobriety, induftry, cecon'omy and attachment fof 
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for the very conliderable population of this 

place where you meet with upwards of 

two 

irliidi they are to juftly celebrated, and which can- 
not fail of giving them, fooner or later, a decided 
fuperiority at Icaft in the feas of the Ne* Worlds 
This education and thcfe manners, are the opera- 
tive caufea of that wonderful fpjrit of enterprise 
and perfeverance, fo admirably painted by Mr. £d> 
tnund Burke, in his wife, eloquent, and immortal 
fpcech of March 22, 1775, on his motion for coit- 
ciliation with the colonies. *f Pray> Sir» iajrs hs« 
M what in the world is equal to it? Pafs by die 
f other parts (of America,) and look at the manner 
f in which the people of Nettr England have of lafe 
" carried on. the whale fiihery. Whilft we laii<m 
*' them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and 
(' beheld them penetrating into the deepcft rec9& 
*< ies of Uudfon's Bay, and Davit's Streights, whilft 
*< we are looking far them bencach the ar&ic circle^ 
** we hear that they have pierced into the oppofice 
** region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodet, 
** and engaged under the frooen ferpent of thv 
'f fouth. Falkland^l liland which feaned too R- 
f( mete and romantic an obje& for the gra'Ip of n*« 
f* tional ambition, is but a ft^e and refling-plaCQ 
** in the progrefs of their vidorious induftry. Nov 
M is the equino^ial heat more difbouraging to tlient 
** than the accumulated winttr of hoth the peka, 
M We know that whilft torn of them dranr tiff 
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two hundred houfes. in about two miles 
fquarc. Before .you arrive at Salem» is a. 
iandfome rifing town called Beverley, 
This is a new eftablifliment produced by 
commerce, on the left ihore of the creek 
which bathes the town of Salem on the 
iiorth fide. One cannot but be'aftonifhed 
to fee beautiful houfcE, large warehoufes,&c. 
fpringing up in great numbers, at fo fmall 
.a diftance from a commercial town, the 
.profperitypf whichisnotdiminiAtti byit*. 
The 

** line and ftfike the harpoon on the' coaft of Africa, 
'** others run the longitude, and purfuc their gt-' 
'*< gantiC' game, along the coaft of Brazil, Nj6 iet 
** but what is vexed by their ftOieries, No cli- 
** mate that is not witnefs to their toils. Neither 
." the pcrfeverance of Holland, nor' the ai^ivity of 
.*' France, nu the dextrous and firm iagacity of 
.** Eogtilh enterprize, ever carried this moft peri- 
-*' louE mode of hacdy jnduSry to the extent to which 
-*< it has hexa pulhed by this recent people ; .a people 
" who are ftill, as it were, but in the griftle, and 
** not yet hardened into the bone of manhood." 

Translator. 
1 ■ •; The towa of Beverley began to flourtfb greatly 
4owards the conclufion of the war by the extraordi- 
nary -fpiiic of enterprize, and great fuccefs of the 
Meffieurs 
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The rain overtook us juft as we were paf- 
fing ficSr the lake which is three' miles 
from Beverley. We'croffed the creek in 
two flat-bottomed boats, containing each 
fix'horles. It is near a mile wide; andia 
croffing, we could very plainly diftinguifh 
the opening of the harbour, and a caftle 
fituated on the extremity of the neck, 
which defends the entrance. This neck 
is a tongue of land running to the eaftward 
and cohne£led with Salem only by a very 
narrow fort of caufeway. On the other 
fide of the neck, and of the caufeway, is 
the creek that forms the true port of Sa-. 
Jem, which has no other defence than the 
extreme ^lifficu1ty of enteriiig^ without a 
good pradical pilot. The view of. thefe 
two ports, which are confounded together 
''•'.' -to 

MelGeurs Cshhets, gentlemen of ftrong underftand- 
ings and the moll liberal minds, well adapted to 
the mofl enlarged commercial undertakings, and 
the bufinefs of government. Two of their priva- 
teers had the goad fortune to capture in the Euro^ 
pcan feas^ a few weeks previous [o the peace, feveral 
Well-Indiamcit to the value, o£ at leafl ^100,000 
flcrling- . TaANsiATOR. 
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to the fight i that of the town of Salem, 
which is eoibraced by two creeksj or ra- 
ther arma of the fea» the fliips and edifices 
which appear intermingled, form a very 
beautiful pifiure, which I regret not hav- 
ing feen at a better feafon of the year. As 
I had no letters for any inhabitants of Salem, 
I alighted at Goodi)ue'% tavern, now kept by 
Mr. Robittfon, which I found very good, 
andwasfoon ferved with an excellent fup- 
per. In' this inn was a fort of club of 
merchants, two or three of whom came to 
vifit mc; and amongft othcTS,Mr.df/aFiiU, 
a merchant of Bourdeaux, who had been 
eftablifiied five years at Boilon ; he appear- 
ed a fenfible man, and pretty well inform* 
ed refpefting the commerce of the country, 
the Ifuiguage of which he fpeaks well *. 

The 14th in the morning, Mr. de la Fille 

called upon mc toconduft me to fee the 

port 

• TTie Tranflator, who was refiding at this time 
at Sdem, regretted exceedingly his accidental ab- 
fencc on the day the Marquis fpent there, which he 
learnt, to his great mortification, on his return to 
the inn which the Marquis had juft quitted. 

Translator. 
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port and Corns of the warehoufes. I found 
the harbour' commodious for commerce, 
as veflels may unload and take in their 
lading at the quays ; there were about: 
twenty in the port, fevcral of which were 
ready to fail, and others which had juA ar«- 
rived. In genera], this place has a rich and 
Viimated appearance. At my return to the 
inn I found feveral merchants who came 
to teftify their regret at not having been 
apprized more early of my arrival, and at 
not having it in their power to do the ho- 
nours of the town. Ac eleven, I got on 
horfeback, and taking the road to Bo{lon, 
was furprifird to fee the town, or foburb of 
Salem, extending near a mile in length to 
the weilward. On the whole it is difii- 
cult to conceive the flate of increafe, and 
the profperity of this country, after fo 
long, and fo calamitous a war. The road 
from Salem to Bofton pafies through an 
arid and rocky country, always within 
three or four miles of the fea, without hav- 
i|}g a fight of it ; at length, however, after 
5 pairing 
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paffing Lynn *, and Lynn Crcefc, you get 
a view of it, and find yourfelf in a bay 
formed by Nabant's Pai^fj and Pulling & 
Point. I got upon the rocks to the right 
of the roads, in order to embrace more of 
the country, and form a better judgment* 
*I could diftinguifli not only the whole bay, 
but feveral of the iilands In Bollon road, 
and part of the peninfula oi Nantucket ^ near 
which I difcovered the marts of our fhips 
of war. From hence to ff^tnijimmet ferry, 
you travel over difagreeableroadSffometimes 
at the foot of rocks, at others. acrofs fait 
niarfhes. It is jurt eighteen miles from 
Salem to the ferry, where we embarked iij 
a large ytoa?, containing twenty horfesj and 
the wind, which was rather, contrary, be- 
coming more fo, we made feven tacks, and 
were near an hour in pafEng. The land- 
ing is to the northward of the port, and 
to the eaft of Charles~^own ferry, Altho" 

* Lynn is a very populous little place, and is 
celebrated for the manufadure of women's flioes, 
which they fend to all parts of the continent. The 
town is almoft wholly inhabited by fltoemalccTs. 

Translator. 
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I knew that Mr. Dumas had prepared me 
a lodging. I found it more convenient to 
alight at Mr. Brackett's, the Cromwe/fs 
head, where I dined *, After dinner I went 
to the lodgings prepared for me at Mr. Col- 
fon's, a glover in the main ilreet. As I 
was drefUng to wait on the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil, he called upon me, and after 
permitting me to finith the bufinefs of the 
toilet, we went together to Dr. CoO' 
per'$, and thence to the a^ociation ball, 
where I was received by my old acquain- 
tance Mr. Brickt who was one of the ma- 
nagers. Here I remained till ten o'clock j 
the Marquis de Vaudreuil opened the ball 

* This is a moft excellent inn, and Mr. Brxckett 
> (hrewd and afiivc friend to the true principles of 
the revolution. His lign of Cmmuelt'% hiad gave 
great umbrage to the Britifh under General Gage, 
who would not fufFer it to remain. This circum- 
ftance alone could have indnced Mr. Brackett to re- 
lt«e it after they were expelled the town, as reflec- 
tion might have convinced him, that in the actual 
portion of America, there was much niore to be ap- 
prehended from a Cromwell than a Charles. 

Translator. 

Vol. II. S with 
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with Mrs, Temple *. M. de I'Aiguillc lie 
elder, and M. Tnzeguet danced aifo, each 
of 

• The reader wITT cbferve that the antbor in fytak^ 
ing of this k^, of Mr. Bowdoin^ iier father, and 
the reft of the family* difdains to mentioa bcr huf- 
fcaiul, Mr. Jaha Ttmplr, (0 celebrated for political. 
duplicity on both fides of the water. Tfaii gentle-- 
nan was, howerer,' at thh very time at Bofton, 
abi^ng Got. Hancock, Dr. Cooper, iai the mril 
tried friends to America, in riie public print;, and 
endeavouring to few diflfnfions amongft the peo* 
pie. Erery newfpaper into which be could ob- 
tain admiSon, was ftuAed with difguiting enco- 
aiiunis on Mr. Jahm Ttmplt, whom Mr. John Tem- 
ple himretf beld forth » the paragon of American 
patriotiftn, as the moft a&ive and inveterate enemy 
to England, and a viftim to Britifli vengeance} 
which he endeavoured to prove by inlhnces takea 
from thcEnglifii prints, of his treachery to England, 
and by boafting of his dexterity in outwitting the 
Minifter of that country. Yet no (boner did peace 
take place, than to the afloniikmciit of every fenfibk 
and heseft nan in Europe and Aiaeiica, this very 
perfoD, equally detefted by, and obnoxious to, both 
countries, was difpatehed as the fble reprefcntative of 
England 10 that country, <^ which he is alfo a fwort 
citizen, and whole father-in-law is tfae prefent Go- 
Ternor of Maflachuflets. It is iapofiUe to add to 
the folly and infamy of fuch a lUxnination. The 
choice of aa Ambi^uc to Congsefs would base 
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of them a diinuetj and did honour to the 
French nation, by their noble and eafy man- 
ner ; but I am foiry to fay, that the con- 
traft was conflderable between them and the 
Americans, who arc in general very auk- 
ward, particularly in the minuet. The 
prettieft women dancers were Mrs. "Jarvk, 
her fifter, Mifs Betjy Broom, and Mrs, 
Wbstmore. The ladies were all welldreffed, 
but with lefs elegance and refinement than 
at Philadelphia *. The aflembly room is 
S a fuperb, 

fallen wUli more propriety on j^b/i/. Hiswasabold 
tod fingle aiSt of treachery} the whole palitical life 
of Mr. Temple has been one continued violation of 
good Aith. For furthor particulars of this gentle- 
man's candaSty fti the P§Iitical A^gazine for 1780, ' 
p. 691, and 740, but volumes might be written on 
this fubjea. The Tranflator is forry to add, that 
whilft he lives and flourifbcs, the virtuous, the ami- 
able Dr. Cooper is in his grave, and Mr. Hanctek, 
that illufiriout cUiz«0| he fears, not fir lemoved 
horn it. Translator. 

* The Tranflator was prefent at this aflembly at 
fioftoD, which wag truly elegant, where we faw Mr. J. 
Temple ftandbg behind the croud, eyeing, lilte MiU ' 
ton'i Devil, the perfe<3 harmtmy and good humout 
fubiifting between the French officers and the iafaz.* 
kiCaqts not at a fneod to Britain>'foc that would 
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fupcrb, ina goodftyleofarchiteaurc, wdl 
decorated, and well lighted j it is admirably 
well calculated for the ««/► d'aiU and there 
is good order, and every neccflary rcfrefli- 
ment. This affembly is much fuperior to 
that of the City Tavern at Philadelphia. 

The 15th, in the morning, M. de Vau- 
dreuil, and M. Ic Tombes, the French ' 
Conful, called on me the moment I wa^ 
going out to vifit them. After fomc con- 
veriation, we went 6rft to wait on Governor 
Hancock *, who was ill of the gout, and 
unable to receive usj thence we went 
to 

bive been pardonable, but to dtfcord, for he -wis at 
diit very inllant boafting of his inveteracy to Brituiu 
TramslAtor. 
• I had fcen Mr. Hancock eighteen months be- 
fore, on my former journey to Bofton,' and had a 
long converfatien with him, in which I eafily dif- 
covered that energy of c^araSer which had enabled 
him to a£l To diftinguiflied a part in the prefcnt revo- 
lution. He formerly pofTeDed a large fortune,- which 
lie hasalmoft entirety facrificed in the defence of hii 
country, and which contributed not a iirtle to main- 
- tain its credit. Though yet a young man, for he is 
not yet iifty, he is unfortunately very fubjcd to the 
gout, and is fometiiws, for whole months, unable 
to fee company. . 



ji-vGooglc 



NORTH-AMERICA. 261 
to Mr. BowJoin'St Mr. Brick's, and Mr. 
Cu^ing'Sj the Deputy Governor. I dined 
with the Marquis de Vaudreuil, and after 
dinner drank tea at Mr. Bowdoin's, who 
engaged us to fupper, only allowing M. de 
Vaudreuil and royfelf half an hour to pay a 
vifit to Mrs. Cufhing. The evening was 
Ipent agreeably, in^a company of about 
twenty perfons, among whom was Mrs. 
Whitmore, and young Mrs. Bowdoin, who 
was a new acquaintance for me, not having 
leen her at Boilon when I was there the 
preceding year. She has a mild and agree- 
able countenance, and a character t;orre- 
^nding with her appearance. 

The next morning I went with the Mar- 
quis de Vaudreuil to pay fome other vifits, 
and dined with Mr. Brick, where were up- 
wards of thirty perfons, and amongft others 
Mrs. Tudor, Mrs. Morion^ Mrs. Swan, 
&c. The two former underf^ppd French ; 
Mrs. Tudor in particular Icnows it per- 
fectly, and fpeaks it tolerably well. I was 
very intimate with her during my ilay at 
Bofk>n, and found her poiTeiTed, not only 
of underfhnding, but of grace and deli- 
S 3 cacy. 
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cacy, jn 'her mind and manners. lAdfter 
dinner, tea was ferved, which being over, 
Mr. Brick in fome Tort infilled, but very 
politely, on our ftayiog fupper. This fup* 
per was on table exadtly four hours after 
wc rofe from dinner J it may be imagined 
therefore that we did not eat much, but 
. the Americans paid fome little compliments 
to it i for, in general, they eat lefs than we 
do> at'. their repafts, but as often as you 
ehopfc, which is in my opinion a very bad 
method. Their aliments behave with their 
ilomaths, as we do in France on paying 
vifits'i they never depart, until they fee 
Others' enter. In other refpcfls we paffed 
the day very agreea^^Iy. Mr. Brick is an 
amiable man, and does the honours of his 
table extremely well ; and there reigned in 
this fociety a ton of eafe and freedom, which 
is pretty general at Bofton, and cannot fail 
of being plcafing to the French. 

The day following I waited at homefbrM. 
dcVaudrcuil.whocalledonmctocondudtm? 
todinneron board thcSouveram, This £hip, 
as well as the Hercule, was at anchor abput 
a mile from the pcct. The officer who 
comr 
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cottimanded her, gave us a great and excel- 
lent dinner, the honours of which be did, 
both to the French and Americans, with , 
that noble and benevolent fpirit which cha- 
faderizes him. Anxing the latter was 4 
young man of eighteen, of the name oi Bar- 
rel, who had been two months on board, 
that by living continually with the French, 
he might ^xuflom himfelf to ipeak thelr 
language, which cannot £dl: of being one 
day ufefiil to him *.* For diis is far from 
iKing a common qualification in America, 
fior can it be conceived to what a degree it 
has hhherto been negleAed ; the importance 
of it however begins to be felt, nor can it 
- be too much encouraged for the benefit of 
both nations. It Is faid, and certainly with 
great truth, that not only individuals, but 
even nations, only quarrel for want of a 
proper underftandiog ; hut it may be af* 
S 4 firmed 

* TW k a vcTf amiable ]rouiig gendeman, ati4 
Us fxtlwr a great coivioificur in prints aqd paintings* 
tilt was happy to bare the opponunity of purcbafing 
a coinpleat colle^ion of Hegarth's printa from thi 

Tnuiflator, then on hn ittvm to £uro^. 
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firmed in a more dire^ and politive ieqfey 
that mankind in general are not difpofed to 
love tbofe to whom they cannot ealily com- 
municate their ideas and iinprellions. Not 
only does their vivacity fuffer, and their 
impatience become inflamed, but felf-love 
is oflfended as often as they fpeak vrithout 
lieing underftood; infteadofwhich, aiiian 
experiences a real ikiithQlon in enjoying an 
advantage not poflelTed by others, and of 
'which he is authorize confbntly to avail 
himfelf. I have remarked during my refi- 
dence in America, that thofe amongil our 
officers, who ipoke English, were much 
more difpofed to Uka the inhabitants oif the 
country, than the others who were not 
able to familiarize tbemfelves with the 
language. Such is in faifi; the procedure of 
the human mind, to impute to others the 
contrarieties we ourfelves experience; and 
fuch, poi^bly, is the true crigtn of that 
difpofition we call humeur, which mufl be 
conJidered as a difcontent of which we can- 
not complain ; an interior diflati&laftion 
which torments us, without giving us the 
right of attributing the caufe of it to any 
' ^ - " other 
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iDther perfon. Humeur,0T peeviJbnefSfCeaas 
fo he to anger, what melancholy is to 
grief; both one and the other are, of longer 
duration, becaure-they hare no fixed object, 
and do not carry,, fo to fpeak, their comple- 
ment with them j fo thjit never attaining 
thatexcefs, that maximum of ienfibillty, 
which brings on that repofc, or change of 
fituation which nature wills, they can nel^ 
ther be completely gratified, nor exhale 
diemfelves entirely. As for the Americans, 
they teftify more furprizc than peeviih^ 
nefs, at meeting with a foreigner who 
fljid not underftand Englifli. But if they 
are indebted for this opinion to a prejudice 
pf educatioa, a fort of national pride, that 
pride fuffisred not alittle from the refle<^oii; 
which frequently occurred, of the language 
of the country being that of their op- 

. preflbrs. Accordingly they avoided thefe 
expreflions, youJpeaJk Englifij; you under- 

fitmd Englifi weUi and I have often heard 
them izy^/ou Jpeak jimerican welli the 
American is not difficult to learn. Nay, they 
have carried it even fo :&r, as ferioufly to 
propole introducing a new laoguage ; and 
fome 
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fome per fons were deliroas, for the convex 
iiience of die public, that thelle6rev? fhould 
Iw fubftrtated for the Englifli. The pro- 
pofal was, 'tiidt it fliould be tau^^t in the 
fchooU, and made afe of in all public ads. 
Wc majr imagine that this projeft went no 
&f ther { -but we m^ conclude from the 
mere ibg^eftion, that the Americans could 
not ezprefs in a more energetic manner, 
their averfion ibr the Englifli. 

This digreffion has led me &r from the 
Shuveraittf where I would return, how-^ 
ever, with pteaiiire, were it not to take 
ieave of the Commaodeur de Glanderes, 
and to experience a thick fog, which 
compelled me to renounce an excorfion 
I propole m^ing in the harbour, and 
to get back to Bofton as fall as poflible, 
without vifiting Ca^k IJlandtZnA FortWH' 
iuntttt On landing, the Marquis de Vau-* 
dreuil and I went to drink tea at Mr. 
Cufhing's, who is Lieutenant Governor 
of the State j whence we went to Mr. 
Tudor's, and fpent a very agreeable even- 
ing. M. de Paiois, nephew of M. dc Vau- 
dreuil, had brought his harp, whic^ he 
accom- 
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accompanied with great tafte and {kill) Urn 
was the firft time, however, for three years* 
that I had heard truly vocal and national 
mufic. It was the firfl time that my ear had 
been ftruck with thofe airs,aad thofe words, 
which reminded me of the pleafures, and 
agreeable fentiments» which employed the 
beft ffira of my life. I thought myfelf ia 
Heaven, or whicl^ is the fame thing, I 
thought myielf returned to my country* 
and oDce more furrouoded by the objeds of 
my afk&ioa, 

Oa the 17th, I breakfafted with feveral 
attillery pfHcers, who had arrived with 
their troop; that corps having greatly 
preceded the reft of the infantry, jn order 
to have .time to embark their caonon, and 
other ftores. At eleven I mounted my horie^ 
and went to Camhridgey to pay a i/iOx. to 
Mr. Willardy the Profident of that Ujiiver- 
£ty. My route, though ihort, it being 
ifarce two leagues from Bofton to Cam-^ 
bridge, -required me to travel both by fea 
and land, and to pafs through a field of 
battle^ and an intrenched camp. It has 
been long faid that the route to Pamaflus is 
difficulty but the obftacle we have there to 
' encounter. 
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cncounter, are rarely of the 6me nature 
with thofe which were in my way. A view 
of the chart -of the r<Kfd, and townof BoAon, 
will explain this better than the mofl: ela- 
borate defcription.- The reader will fee 
that this town, one of the moil; ancient in 
America, and which contains from twenty 
to 6ve and twenty thoufand inhabitants, is 
built upon a peninfula in the bottom of a 
large bay» the entrance of which \i diffi- 
cult, and in which Ite dilperfed a number 
of ifl^nds, that ferve Aill further for its de- 
fence ; it is only accelCble one way on the 
land fide, by a long neck or tongue of land^ 
furrounded by the fea on each: Hde; form- 
ing a fort of caufeway . To the Northward 
of the. town is another peninfula, which 
adhpres to the oppcrfite Hiore by a very ibort 
rock, and on this peninfula is an eminence 
called Bunier's'bi//f at the foot of which 
are the remainsof the little town of Cbarks' 
town. Cambridge is fituated to the North- 
wefl, about two miles from Bofton; but to 
go there in a right line, you mull crofs a 
pretty -confiderable arm of the fea, in which 
are dangerous Ihoals, and, upon the coaft, 
moraile? 
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moralTcs difficult to pafs ; fo that the only 
communication between the whole nor- 
thern part of the Continent, and the town 
of Boflon, is by the ferry of Cbarlejiown, 
or that of Winiffimet. The road to Cam- 
bridge lies through the field of battle of 
Bunker's-hill. After an attentive exami- 
nation of that poll, I could find nothing 
formidable in it*; for the Americans bad 
Icarcely time to form a breallwork, that is» 
a Hight retrenchment without a ditch, 
which shelters the men from mufquet Ihot, 
as high as the breaft. Their obftinate re- 
finance therefore, and the prodigious lofs 
fuftaioed by .the Englifh on this occafion, 
mud be attributed folely to their valour. 
The Britifli troops were repulfed on all 
fides, and put in fuch diforder, that Gta, 
Howe is iaid to have been at one time left 
fingle in the field of battle, until General 
Clinton arrived with a reinforcement, and 
turned the left of the American pofition, 
which 

• Bunker's-hill is an eminence neither more fteep, 
nor more difficult of accefs than Primnfe'WiW netr 
Hampftead, in the neighbourhood of London. 

" ' T11AN3LAT0X. 
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Vhich was weaker and more accefiible on 
tfaatfide. Itwas then that Gen.XTtzrrMjWho 
was formerly a phyfician, fell, and the Ame- 
ricans quitted' the field, lefs perhaps from 
the fupcriority of the enemy, than from 
Knowing that they had another pofition as 
good, behind xhc neck which leads to 
Cambridge ; for, in ^£1, that of Bunker's-* 
Bill was ufeful only in as much as it com- 
manded Charleftown ferry*, and allowed 
them to raife batteries againft the town of 
fiofton. £ut was it necelTary to expofe 
themfclves to the deftru^ion of their own 
houfes, and the Jlaughter of their fellow 
citizens, only that they might harafs the 
Engliih in any afylum which fooner or later 
they muil: abandon P Beiides that, the Ame- 
ricans could only occupy the heights of 
Bunker's-hill, the floops and fcigates of the 
cttony taking them in flank the inftant they, 
dcfcooded 

* A bridge of I503 feet in length, and 42 la 
biezdth, is juft compleated (in 1786) between Bofioa 
tad Cbulellown, well lighted at night wilh 4olanips. 
This important work was executed by fubfcriptioa. 
The greateft depth of the water is 4$ C»t nine inchei, 
and the leaft it 14 fec^ T&ansl atok. 

3 
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^efcended from them. Such, howomv 
ViB the cSs& of this monorable battle, m 
every reiped honourable for our allies, that 
itis impo6ibletocalculatethecQnieqpeace« 
of a complete v'l&ory *.. The EogUih, who 
had upwards of eleven hundred, men killed: 
and wounded, in which^ number were;; 
feventy officers, might poffibly have loA as 
many more in their retreat ; for they were 
under the neccffity of embarking to retunii 
to Boiton, which would have been almoft 
impra&icablc, without the prote£lion of 
their fhippingi the little army of Bofton 
would in that cafe have been .almoft totally 
deftroyed, and the tosrn thnft of courfi; 
have been evacuated. But what would have 
been the refult of this I Independence was 
not then declared, and the road to ne^x:iation 
was ftiU open-j an accommodation might, 
have taken place between the Mother Coun- 
try and her Colonies, and aniaio0tie$ might 
have 

• This tttacic on BinlcerVhill took place in the 
lime of the Imj harveft, and much execution was 
done amongft the Britilh by fome field-ptccai' and 
mUquetry coucealtd behind tb^ cocks «f ha]». . 

^TaAHSLATOR. 
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have fubfidcd. The reparation not having 
been compleated, England would not have 
expended one hundred millions ; flie would 
have preferved Minorca and the Floridas ; 
nor would the balance of Europe, and the 
liberty of the feas have been reftored. For 
it muft in general be admitted, thatEngland 
alone has reafon to complain of the manner 
in which the fate of arms has decided this 
long quarrel. 

Scarcely have you paiTed the neck which 
joins the peninfula to the Continent, and 
which is hemmed in on one fide by thd 
mouth of the M^kkt and on the other by 
a bay called Jt^/i 9ondy than you iee the 
ground lifing before you, and ydii diftin- 
guiOi on feveral eminences the principal 
forts which defended the entrenched camp 
of Cambridge. The left of this camp was 
bounded by the river, and the right ex- 
tended towards the Tea, covering this town 
which lay in the rear. I examine^ feveral 
of thefc forts, particularly that of ProfpeS-' 
bill. All thcfe entrenchments feemed to 
me to be executed with intelligence ; nor 
was I furprized that the EngliOi readied 
4 them 
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tiiem the whole winter of 1776; Th<t 
American troops, who guarded this poft^ 
pafied the winter at their eafe^ in good 
barracks, well flanked, and well eovered i 
they had at that time abundance of provi- 
fions» whim the Englilhi notwithftanding 
their communication with the feat were in 
wantof various eilential articles, particularly 
fire-wood and frefli meat. Their govern- 
ment, not expe6:ing to find the Americans 
£0 bold and obflinate, provided too late for 
the fupply of the little army at Boilon. 
This negligence,however, they endeavoured 
to repair, and fparsd nothing for that pur->* 
poCt, by freighting a great number of 
Tcflels, in which they crowded a vaft hum>> 
ber of iheep, oxen, hogs, and poultry of 
every kind} but thefe Ihips, failing at a bad 
feafon of the year, met with gales of wind 
in going out of port, and were obliged to 
throw the greateft part of their cargoes into 
thefea; infomuch that, it is faid, thecoaft 
of Ireland, and the adjoining ocean, were 
for fomc time covered with herds, which 
unlike thofi: of Proteus, were neither able 
to live amidft the wavesj nor gain the Ihore. 
Vol. II. T Th« 
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The Americans, on the contrary, who had 
the whole continent at their jdifpo&l, lod 
bad neither cxhauHed their rdburces, nor 
their credit, lived happy and tranquH ia 
their barracks, awaiting the fuccours prO' 
mifed them in the fpring. Thefe fuccoaii 
were offered and furniihed with muchgeoe- 
fofiiy by theSouthern Provinces t provincei, 
with which, under the English Govern- 
xnent, they had no connexion whatever, 
and which were more foreign to themthao ' 
the mother countiy. It w^^s already a.gre3t 
mark of confidence, therefore, on the part 
i)f the New ^nglan^cre!. tQCount upon tb^ 
aid which was offered by generofity .aloQe*: 
but whocotild forefee that a citizen jofVu^* 
ginia, who, for the .£rit tim^ viHted thsk 
northern countries, not. only ihould bacoDie 
their liberator, but Ihould eA^enicnow how 
to eredt trophies, to ferveasa hs& to tbe 
great 

• Surely good policy had fome {hue in the »I»^ 
ciity of thefe proffered fuccours, nor does this fup- 
pofition, whilfl it does credit to the dircernouat^ 
derogate from die geimoiity of the Virgintam.— 
Tut rts.t^ititr, faria cum prnrimus at: At / 
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greatedificeof Liberty? Who could forefee 
that tbeenterprizc^which failed at Bunker's* 
hiU, at the price even of the blood of the 
brave Warren; and that of a thou£tnd 
Bnglifh iacrificed to his valouf, attempted 
on another fide and coftdu^ed by Genera] 
Walhington^ fhould be the work only e^ 
one nJght, the eSeSt of a fimple tnan^uvre^ 
of a lingle combination ? Who could forc^ 
ie^ in fliort, that the Engli£b. would .b<! 
compelled to evacuate Bofton, and to abanf 
don their whole artillery and all their am-* 
munition* without coflaog die life of a fin* 
gle foldier ? 

To attain this important obJcO:, it was 
wily ncceflary to occupy the heights pf* 
TiorcbefieTt which formed another penia- 
fula, the extremity of which is within can- 
non fliot of BoAon, and in a great meafurd 
commands the port : but it required tho 
eye of General Wafhington toappreclate the 
importance of this poftj it required his. 
»£tivify and refolution to undertake to fteal 
a march upon the Engliih^ who furrounded 
it with, their fliipping, and who could 
Jranfport troops thither with the greateft 
T a &eility, 
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facility. But it required ftill more : no- 
thing fliort of the power, or rather the 
great credit he had already acquired ia the 
army, and the diicipline he had eftabli(hed» 
were requifite to efied: a general movetneot 
of the troops encamped at Cambridge and 
atRoxbury, and carry his plan into execu- 
tion, in one night, with fuch celerity and 
filence, as that the Engliih ihould only 
be apprized of it, on ieeing, at the 
break of day, entrenchments already 
thrown up, and batteries ready to open tipon 
them. Indeed he had carried his precau- 
tions fo far, as to order the whips to be 
taken from the waggoners, left their im- 
patience, and the difficult of the roads 
might induce them to make ufe of them, 
dnd occafion an alarm. It is not eafy to 
add to the aftonifhment naturally excited 
by the princit>al, and above all, by the early 
cyents of this memorable war ; but I muft 
'mention, that whilft General Wafhington 
was blockading the EngliJh in Boflon, his 
army was in fuch want of powder as not 
to have three rounds a man ; and that if a 
bomb-ketch had not chaaced to run on 
* ihore 
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ihore ID the road, containing feme tons of 
powder, which fell into the hands of the 
Americans, it would have been impoflible 
to attempt the afiair of DorcheAer ; as with- 
out it, they had not wherewithal to ierve 
the batteries propofed to be ereded. 

I apprehend that nobody will be diipjeaf- 
ed at this digreffion ; bat Ihould it be 
otherwife, I mufl obferve, that in a very 
{hort excurfion I had made to Boihin, 
^ghteen months before, having vifited all 
the retrenchments atRoxbury andDorchef- 
ter, I thought it unnecelTary to return thi- 
ther, and I was the lefs difpofed to it from 
the rigour of the feafon, and the Ihort time 
I had to remain at Bofton. But how is it 
poiHble to enter into a few details of this 
fo juftly celebrated town, without recalling 
the principal events which have given it re- 
nown F But how, above all, refill the plea- 
fure of retracing every thing which may 
contribute to the glory of the Americjjji^, 
and the reputation of the niuftriou^^i|f F 
Nor is this ftraying from the tempjjjj of 
the Mufes, to coniider objcfts which 
xnuft long continue to conftitute their 
T 3 theme. 
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theme. Cambridge is an afylum worthy 
of them; it is a little town inhabited only 
by ftudents, profeflbrs, and the fmall numr 
^er of feryants and workmen whom they 
employ. The building deftined for the 
jinivcrfity is nobleand commanding.thoqgh 
jt be not yet compleated j \t already con- 
tains^ three handfome halls {o^ (he clafles, 
cabinet of natimil philofophy, and inftruT 
fnents of ^very kind, as well' for aftronomy, 
as for the fciences dependant on mathema- 
tics i a y^ gallery, in which the library is 
placed, and a chapel correfpbnding with 
the grandeur and magnificence of the other 
parts of the edifice. The library, which i^ 
■jflTcady numerous, and which containjr 
handibme editions of the beft authors, and 
well bound books, owes its richncfs to t^ic 
Zeal of fcveral citizens, who, fho/tly hp- 
fore the war, formed a fubfcriptiOn, by 
fBcans of which they began to fend for 
|>ooks from England. But as their fund 
wa^'vCT^ moderate, they availed themfelves 
of tfiter connexions with the mother coun- 
try, and, above all, of that generofity 
?rhich theEngli/hihvariably difplay^henr 
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ever the objcft is, to propagate ufeful 
knowledge in anypartof the world. Thefc 
acaloiis citizens not only wrote to England, 
but made fcveral voyages thither in fearch 
of afliiilance, which they readily obtained. 
One individual alone, made them a prefent 
to the amouut of ^^500 flerlingj I wiOi I 
could recolleifb his name, but it is eafy to 
difcover it *. It is infcribed in letters of 
gold over the compartment containing the 
books which he beftowed, and which form 
a particularlibrary. For it is the rule, that 
T 4 each 

. * The TnnlUtor is happy in being able to fupply 
tbit deficiency, by recording the refpcdful name oF tb» 
bte Thomas Hollis, Efq; a truly eminent cittKea 
of England, who, in every act Of his public and pri-> 
"vate life, did honour to hia illuftrious name, to his 
country, and to human nature. One of hia anceftors 
too, of the fame name, founded, in this &me college, 
a profelforlhip for the mathematics and natural philo- 
Ibphy, and ten fcholarfliips for fhidents in thefe and 
other feiencea, with other benefofJiont, to the amount 
of lildfl.Ie&'tban ;^5000 ftcrltng. Public virtue, and 
private siccoaiplifhinents ieem to be hereditary in this 
family; Mr. TAamffx Brand Hfliii, the inheritor of 
this fortune, purfuing the footfteps of bis excellent 
jiredeccffors— ffl^tex jeipw 4 

Tkanhatob. 
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fsacl? donation to (he univerfity Ih^U f&> 
inain as it was rec^ iyed| anc) occupy a plage 
?part ; a pra^icp' bpttep adapted to cpcour 
rage the gpucrofity of beneh&qrSt ^nd to 
fxprefs gratitude, than Co facilitate the Ut 
brarj^n's labour, or that of the Audent^. 
^t i; probable therefore, that, as the coU 
]e£tion is ^qgmei^tiqg daily, a mp(% com- 
fno^ipus arrangement wijl be adopted. 

T|ie. profeffors of the univerfity (ivc ifl 
fheir own houfes, and the fludents boar^ 
fn the town for a moderate price. M^. 
^iilardf who was juft elected Prejident;, 
is alfo a member of the academy of 
Boftqn, to which he afts as Secretary 
pf the foreign cqrrefpondence, We ha4 
already had fon;e interppurfc with cacl? 
other, but it pleafed me to have the 
opporturiity of forming a more particular 
acquaintance with him ; he unites tp great 
tmder^atiding and literature, a knowledge 
of the abdrufe fciences, and particularly 
aftronomy. I muft here repeat,, what I 
have ol>feryed elfewhere, that in compar- 
ing our ui^iverHties and qur ftudies in ge- 
neral, with thqfe of the Aqiericans,^ it 
Yfoul^ 
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would not be our iotereft to call for a de- 
cifion of the queftion, which of the two 
nations (hould be coofidered as an infant 
people. 

The fhort time I remained at Cambridge 
allowed me to fee only two of the pro- 
feifors, and as many iludents, whom I 
either met with, or who came to vifit me 
at Mr. Willard's, I was expected to dine 
with our Conful, Mr. dc Letombes, and I 
was obliged to hurry, for th^ dine earlier 
9t Boflon than at Philadelphia. I found 
upwards of twenty perfons aifembled, as 
well French officers, as American gentle- 
men, in the number of whom was DoBor 
Cooper^ a man juftly celebrated, and not 
lefs diftinguifhed by the graces of his mind, 
and the amiablenefs of his charader, than 
by his uncommon eloquence, and patriotic 
zeal. He has always lived in the ftri£teft 
jntimacy with Mr. Hancock, and has been 
uiefu) to him on more than one occafion. 
Amongil the ^^mericans attached by poli- 
tical intereft to France, no one has difplay- 
fd a more marked attention to the French, 
fipr ha^ any n^an received from Nature a 
^hara^r 
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charader more analogous to their own. But 
it was in the fermon he delivered, at the 
folcmn inauguration of the ncW conftitu- 
tian qf MaJTachuiTets, that be feemed to 
pour forth his whole foul, and develop 
at once all the refources of bis genius, and 
every fentiment of his heart. The French 
nation, and the monariih who governs it, 
are tfiere charadcrizcd and celebrated with 
equal grace and delicacy. Never w:as there 
fo happy, and fo poignant a mixture of 
religion, politics, philofophy, morality, 
and even of literature. This difcourfc 
jnuil be known at Paris, where I fent fc- 
veral copies, which I have no doubt will 
be eagerly tranflated. I hope only that it 
will efcape the avidity of thofe hafty wri- 
ters, who have made a fort of property of 
the prefect revolution j nothing, in fad, 
U more dangerous than theie precipitate 
traders in literature, who pluck the fruit 
the moment they have any ^opes of felling 
it, thus depriving us of the pleafure of en- 
Joying it in its maturity. It is for a Salluft 
and' a Tacitus alone to tranfmit in their 
worksj^ the adions and harangues of their 
contem- 
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contemporaries ; nor did they write till af,. 
(er fome great change in affairs had placed 

, ?n iramenfe interval between the epocha of 
the hiftory they tranfmittcd, and that in 
which it was compofcd i the art of prints 
jng too, being then unknown, they were 
enabled to meafurc, and to moderate, at 
pleafqre, thp publicity they thought pro- 
per to give to their produftions. 

Doftor Cooper, whom I never quitted 
without regret^ propofing to me to drink 
jca with him* I accepted it without dif- 
^culty. He receiyed me in a very fmall 
hoyfe, fumifhed in the fimpleft manner, 
pvery thing in it bore the charafter of a mo- 
^efty which proved the feeble foundation of 
thpfe colonies fo induftrioufly propagated 
Ijy tjie Engliflji who loft no occafion of in- 

, finuating that his zeal for the Congrefs and 
their allies had a very different motive from 
patriotifm and the genuine love of liber- 
ty *. A yifit to Mrs.Tudor, where Mr. dc 
Vaudreuil 

» Mr. John Temple finding himrelf detcfted, and 
ill received at Bofton^ was the andoubted author 
of thefe; calumnies againfl Doctor Cooper, who had 
lioUy dared to vram hts countrymen- againft hie 
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Vaudreuil and I had again . the pleafure of 
an agreeable converfation, interrupted from 
time to time by pleafing mofic, rapidly 
brought round the hour for repairing to the 
club. This aflembly is held every Tucf- 
day, in rotation, at the houfes of the dif- 
ferent members who compofe it } this was 
the day for Mr. Rujel*, an honeft mer- 
chant, 

itifidious attempts to difunite the ftiends to liberty, 
under tbc malic of zeal and attachment to Amerlou 
He dared, contrary to the de^ilive evidence of a long 
feries of pure diUnCereRed public conduct in die 
hour of danger, when Mr. Temple was a &ulkii^ 
peniioned refugee in England, more than to inli> 
Duate^ that Doctor Cooper, and Mr. Haiutcky that 
piariyr to the. public caufe, were adually in pay of 
the French court ; but if ever there could be a doubt 
entertained of fuch charafiers, founded on the afler> 
tions of fuch a man, his fubfe'queat condu£l has irie- 
fiagably proved, that as the calumny was propagated 
by him, fo the fuggeftion mull have originated in hii 
own heart. Let not the Anglo-American Conful Ge- 
neral to the United States complain. Hifiorical jus- 
tice will overtake both him and Arnold. It is a (oo* 
dition in the indenture of their bargain. 

Translator. 

• "The Tranflator bad th« pleafure of being «- 

quanted with the fon of Mr. Ruflcl and his friead 

ffinlhrtpj in France and Holland. He bad At 

goo4fortui^c likewise to m^ with the 1l^ at ^f* 
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chant, who gave us an excellent reception. 
The laws of the club are not ftraitening, 
the number of diihes for fupper alone are 
limited, and there muft be only two of 
meat, for fupper is not the American re- 
paft. Vegetables, pics, and efpccially good 
wines, are not Spared. Thehourof affem- 
bling is after tea, when the company play 
at cards, converfe, and read the public pa- 
pers, and fit down to table between nine 
and ten. The fupper was as free as if 
there had been no ilrangers, fongs were 
given at table, and a Mr. Stewart fnng 
fome which were very gay, with a tolera* 
blc good voice. 

The 19th the. weather was very bad, and 
I went to breakfaft with Mr. Brootrtt where 
I remained fome time, the converfation 
being always agreeable and unreftrained. 
Some officers who called upon me, having 
taken up the reft of the morning, I at 
length joined Mr. de Vaudreuil to go and 
dine 

ton. He takes z pride in meotioniog Ihefe amisUe 
young men, as they cannot fail of becoming valuable 
members of a riHng country which attracts the atten- 
' tion of the woiU. TlahslatoRt 
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dine with Mr. Cufhing. The Lieutenant 
Governor, on this occaiion> perfectly fup. 
ported the juftly acquired reputation of the 
inhabitants of Bofton, of being friends to 
good wine, good cheer, and hofpitality. 
After dinner he conduO^ed us into the 
apartment of his fon, and his daughter-in- 
law, with whom we -were invited to drink 
tea. For though they inhabited the lame 
houfe with their father, they had a feparate 
houfehold, according to the cuilom in 
America j wliere it is very rare for young 
people to live with their parents, when 
they are once fettled in the world. In a 
nation which is in a perpetual {tate of in- 
creafe, every thipg favours of that general 
tendency j every thing divides and multi- 
plies. The fenlible and amiable Mrs. Tu- 
dor was onpe more our centre of union, 
during the evening,, which terminated in a 
familiar and very agreeable fupper at young 
Mrs. Bowdoin's, Mr. de Parois, and Mr. 
Dumas fung different airs and duets, and 
Mrs. Whitmore undertook the pleafure of 
the eyes, whilft they fuppUed the gratjfi* 
cation of our ears, 

Ti» 
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The aotk vzb wboUjc derated jto £x$aty^ 
Mr. Btaom gave mc \aa excellent dinitti^ 
the honours of which were petformed bf 
Mrs. Jarvifi and hor filler, with as nAich 
politenefs and attention as if they had been 
old and vt^y, I fupped mth Mr. Bow* 
doin, vd&ere r ftill found more handibooe 
women alfemhlcd. If I do not-pUceMr^* 
Teipple, Mr.'Bovndoio's daughter m ttht 
number, it is not from want of relied; 
but bedau& her figure is £> diftingniihed 
as to n^ke it usaecef^ to pronounce her 
truly beavdfnl j nor did ihe fufier in the 
comparifcn wiih a girl ^ twelve years dU* 
who was formed bowever to attra<3: atton- 
titm. This was neither, a haadfome dilld 
nor a pretty WDman, but xathcr an angd 
in di%qi&of a young gici} for lamatf 
lofsothorvife to expre& the idea vhich 
yovng perfons, of that ^e, convey in Bng« 
land and America j v/hlch, as I bitve. .al- 
ready faid, is not, amongil us> the age of 
Beauty and the Graces. They made me 
play at wblft, for the firft time fincc my ar- 
rival in iVflicrica. The cards were EnglJfli, 
Ihatis. much iundfomcr aad ^su thm 
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can,, and we marked our points with Lotris- 
d'ors, or fix-and-tliirties ; when the party 
was finifhed, the lofs was not difficult to 
fettle i for tbe company was ftill iaithful 
to that voluntaiy law eftabliihed in fociety 
from the commencement of the troubles^ 
which prohibited playing for money dur- 
ing the war. This law howerer, was not 
fcropuloufly obfcrved in the clubs, and par* 
tics made by the men amongft themfelves* 
The inhabitants of Bofton are fond of high 
play, and it is fortunate, perhaps, that 
the war happened when it did, to moderate 
this paifion which began to be attended 
with dangerous confequences *. 

On Thurfday the 21ft there fell fo mnch 
fiiow as to determine me to defer my de- 
parture, and Mr. Brick, who gave a great 
dinner to Mr. d'Aboville, and the French 
artillery officers, underftanding that I was 
ftiU at Bofion, invited me to dine, whither I 
went 

* It U mth ml Concern the Tranflator adds, tbst 
gaoung is a vice but too pEcvalent in all tbe great 
townii and wbich has been already attended wit& 
the moft fatal coafequeoca, and witb fieqnent Au> 
pde. TRANUAToa. 

6 
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went in Mr. de Vaudreuil's carriage, Mr. 
Barrel came alfo to invite me to teA, where 
we went after dinner; and, as foon as we 
were difengaged, haAened to return to Mrs. 
Tudor's. Hcrhulband*, after frequently 
wbifpering to her, at length communicated 
to us an excellent piece of plealantry of her 
invention, which was a petition to the 
Queen, written in French, wherein, un« 
der the pretext of complaining of Mr. de 
Vaudreuil and bis fquadron, fhe beflowcd 
on them the mofl delicate and mod charm- 
ing eulogium. We pafled the remainder ' 
of the evening with Mr. Brick, who had 
again invited us to fupper, where we enjoy- 
ed all the plcafures infeparable from his fo- 
ciety. I had a great deal of converfation 
withDoftor^jr^M, ayoungphyfician, and 
alio a furgeon, but what was better, a good 
whig, with excellent views in politics. 
When Mr. D'EJiaing left Bofton, the fick 
and wounded were intruded to bis care. 
Vol. II. U and 

* Mr. Tudor is the gentleman who has fo fre- 
quently diftinguiflicd himfelf by animated orations 
on the annual commemoration of fomc of the lead- 
ing eventt of this civil war. Translator. 
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and he informed me, that the fick, who 
were recovering faft, in general relapfcd, on 
removing them from the town of Bofton, ■ 
where they enjoyed a good air, to Roxbury, 
which is an unhealthy fpot, furrounded 
with marihes. The phyficians in America 
pay much more attention than oars to the 
qualities of the atmofphere, and frequently 
cmplt^ change of air as an efTcftual re- 
medy. 

The 22d I fet out at ten o'clock, after 
taking leave of Mr. Vaudreuil, and having 
had reafon to be fetisfied with him, and the 
town of Boflon. It is inccmceivable how 
the ftay of the fqoadron has contributed to 
conciliate the two nations, and to ftrengthen 
the conncdtions which unite them *. The 
virtue 

• Daring my flay at Boflon, a jornig Chevalier 
ic Malthc, Monfieur de VEptnt, belonging to Mr. 
.At Vandreutl's fquadron, died, and ! was pre&nt at 
bis funeral. He was buried with the forms of tbe 
Catholic Church, by the £rft Chaplain to the 4eet, 
and his remains were attended to the place of intn- 
ment, befid<a his brother officers, &c. by the menv- 
bers of the fenatc and aJTembly, the principal inhs- 
bitants of the town, and the minifters of every fin 
tf rtliiim in Bofion. The holy caadles, and til dif 
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virtue of Mr. de VaudreuU, his fplendid 
example of good morals, as well as the fim- 
plicity and goodnefs of his manners, an ex- 
ample followed, beyond all hope and belief, 
by the officers of his fquadron, have cap- 
tivated the hearts of a people, who, though 
now the moft determined enemies to the 
Eqgliih, had never hitherto been friendly 
to the French. I have heard it obfervcd a 
hundred times at Boftqn, that in the time 
U 2 even 

Catholic ceremonies were ufed on the occafion, iii 
a town too, where, a few years before, the hierarchical 
pomp even of the chuich of England barely met 
with toleration; an ufcful lefTon this to Machiave- 
lian rulers, whofe ftrength confifts in the filly dif- 
«ord and divifioni of their fellow creatures. Tho 
Tranllaior contemplated this interefting fcene with 
a complacent curiofity, which was only interrupted 
by riie foUtary diflatiifadion of Mr. John Temple, 
who, as well as his honed coadjutor, the pious Ar- 
nold, " was Ihocked at feeing his countrymen 
** participating in the rites of a church, agalnll 
** whofe antiehryilan corruptions your pious ancedors 
'* would have witneflcd with their blood." Set 
tliii zealous prstefiant's proclamation, after felling 
bimfclf to England, for ^^7000 3 per Cents, and f3< 
crificing the amiable, unhappy Major Andri. 

Translatox.. 
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even of the greateft harmony with the mo- 
ther country, an Englifh ftlip of war never 
anchored in the port without fome violent 
quarrels between the people and the failorsj 
yet the French fquadron had been there 
three months without occafioning the 
flighted difference. The ofBcers of our 
navy were every where received, not only 
as allies, but brothers ; and though they 
were admitted by the ladies of Bofton to 
the greateft familiarity, not a 0ngle indif* 
cretion, not even the moll: diftant at- 
tempt at impertinence ever difturbed the 
confidence, or innocent harmony of this 
pleafing intercourfe. 

The obfervations I have already made on 
the commerce of New England, render it 
unnece0ary to enter into any particular de- 
tails on that of the town of Bofton. I fhall 
only mention a vexation exercifed towards 
the merchants; a vexation ftill more odious 
than that I have fpoken of relative to Mr. 
Tracy, and of which I had not the fmalleft 
fufpicion, until Mr. Brick gave me a parti- 
cular account of it. Befides the excifeand 
licenfe duties mentioned above, the mer- 
4 chants 
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chants are fubjedt to a ibrt of -tax on wealth, 
which is artibrarily impofcd by twelve af. 
ieflbrs, named indeed by the inhabitants of 
the town ; but as the moA confiderable 
merchant has only one vote any more than 
the fmallefl: fhopkeeper, it may be imagin- 
ed how the intercfts of the rich are refpcdt- 
ed by this committee. Thefe twelve af- 
feflbrs having full powers to tax the people 
according to their ability, they ellimate, on 
a view, the bufinefs tranfaftcd by each 
merchant, and his probable profits. Mr. 
Brick, for example, being agent for the 
French navy, and interefted befidcs in fe* 
veral branches of commerce, amongft 
others in that of infurance, they calculate 
bow much bufinefs he may be fuppofed to 
do, of which they judge by the bills of ex- 
change he cndorfes, and by the policies he 
underwrites, an4 accQiding to their vaiur- 
ation, in which neither lofles nor expenccs 
are reckoned, they fuppofe him to gain fo 
mucti a day j and he is confequently fub- 
jedted to a proportionable daily t^^x. Dur- 
ing the year 1781, Mf. Brifk paid no lefs 
than tjbree guinea^ aad a half per day. It 
U 3 is 
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is evident that nothing fliort of patriotifin, 
and above all, the ho<je of a fpeedy conclu- 
fion to the war, could'induce men to fub- 
mit to fo odious and arbitrary an irupoft; 
nor can the patience with which the com- 
mercial intcreft in general, and Mr. Brick 
in particular, bear this burthen, be too 
much commended. 

The 22d I went, without flopping, to 
Wrentbamj where I flept, and reached Pro- 
vidence to dinner the 23d i where I found 
our infantry aflembled, and waiting till the 
VelTels were ready to receive them. Here I 
remained iix days, during which I made aii 
excurfion of four-ahd- twenty hoars to vilit 
iny old friends at Newport. 

The 30th I left Providence, with M^rs, 
Lynch, Montefqiiieu, and de Vaudreuil, 
and flept atVbluntown. The 'next day 
Mr. Lynch returned to Providence *, and 



* Mr. Lynch, who was Aide Major General, and 
defigned to be employed under thj orders' of the Bi- 
ton de Viomenil, embarked with the troops. Mr. 
de Taleyrind was determined to follow them 
As a fimple volunteer, and, afliiming the uni- 
Ipnn of a foldier in the regiment of Soifionnois, 
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we ieparatcd with mutual regret. The 
fame day, the i(l of December, wc flop- 
ped at Windham to reft our horfes, and 
ileptat^i;/f's tavern atAndover, near Bed- 
ton. ThesdIgottobreakfaftatHartford, 
where I ftaid two or three hours, as well to 
arrange many particulars relative to the de- 
parture of my baggage, as to pay a vilit to 
Mrs.Wadfworth. Mr. Frank Dillon, who 
had come to me at Providence, where he re- 
juained a day longer than me, joined me 
here. From hence wc went to Farming- 
ton, where we arrived as night was coming 
<m, and alighted at an inn kept by a Mr. 
Wadfworth, no relation of the Colonel's; 
bvt with whom I had lodged a month be* 
fore, when on the march with my divifion. 
Mrs. Lewis, hearing of my arrival, fenther 
fon to Q&r me a bed at her houfc, which 
J declined, with a promife of breakfafting 
U 4 with 

be marched into Bofton in the ranks of the conv> 
pany of ChaiTcurs. ThU company embarked in the 
iame vellcl with the Comtc de Segur, then Colo. 
nel pt pcmd of the SoiiTonnois; and Mr. de Ts- 
leyraod r^maiged ^tuphed (9 it till bis return t9 
ifuFppe^ 
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with her the next morning; but, in a quar? 
ter of an hour, flic called on me herfelf, 
accompanied by a- militia Colonel, whoft 
name I have forgot, and fupped with ps. 
The 3d, in the morning, I vilited Mr. Pitkin 
die minifter, with whom I had lodged the 
preceding ytar, when the French army was 
on its march to join General Waftiington 
on the North river. He is a man of an ex- 
traordinary turn, and' rather an original, 
but is neither deficient in literature nor in- 
formation. His father was formerlyGovcr- 
. nor of Connet^icut; he profeiTes a great 
regard for the French, and charged me» 
half joking, and half in earneA, to jgive his 
compliments to the King, and tell him 
that there was one Presbyterian miniHer in 
America on whofe prayers he might reckon. 
I went to breakfail'with Mrs. Lewis, and at 
ten fet opt for Litchfield. The roads wei:e 
very bad, but the country is cmbelliihcd by 
new fettlcments, and a confidcrable numi- 
ber of houfes newly built, fcyeral of which 
were taverns. It was four when w? arriv- 
ed at Litchfield, and took up our quarters 
at Shelding'i tavern^ a new iiin, large, fpa- 
ciou^ 
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cious and neat, but indifferently provided. 
We were ftruck with melancholy on fee- 
ing Mr. Shelding fending a negro on horfe- 
fjack into the neighbourhood to get fomer 
thing for our fuppcr, for which however 
we did not wait long, and it was pretty 
good. 

The 4th we fet out at half paft eight, 
and baited at Waihington, after admiring 
a fecond time the pidurefquc profpeftpf thie 
tv/o falls, and the furnaces, half-way bc- 
tweenLitchfieldandWaftiington. Norwas 
it without pleafure that I obferved the great 
change two years had produced in a coun- 
try at that time wild and defert. On paf- 
fing through it two years before, there was 
only one miferable alehoufe at this place.; 
at prefent we had the choice of four or five 
inns, all clean and fit to lodge in. Mor- 
gans paffes for the beft, but through mif- 
lake we alighted at another, which I think 
is not inferior to it. Thus has the war, 
by flopping theprogrefsof conimerce,prov- 
ed ufeful to the interior of the country ; 
for it has not only obligedfeveral merchants 
to quit the coafts, in fearch of peaceable 
habitations 
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habitations in the mountains^ but it has 
compelled commerce to have recourfe to in- 
land conveyance, by which means many 
roads are now frequented which formerly 
were but little ufed. It was five ip the after- 
noon ivhen I arrived at Moorhoufe's tavern. 
In this journey, I palTed the river at Buir^ 
worksj and having again ftopped to admire 
the beauty of the landfcape, I had an op^ 
portunity of convincing myfelf that my 
former eiilogium is not exaggerated. The 
river, which W'as fwclled by the thaw, ren- 
dered the catara£t AiU more fublimej; but a 
magazine of coals having fallen down, in 
fome meafurc deftroyed the profpe£t of the 
furnaces. On this occafion I had not much 
reafon to boaft of the tavern. Colonel 
Moorhoufe, after whom it was named, no 
longer kept it, but had religned it to his. 
fon, who was abfent, fo that there were 
gone but women in the houfe. Mr. Dillon, 
who had gone on a little before, had the 
greateft difHcuIty in the world to perfuade 
them to kill fome chickens; our fupper was 
but indifferent, and as foon as. it was over, 
and we had got near the fire, we faw theie 
women, to the number of four, take our 
place 
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phce at table, and eat the remainder of it, 
with an American dragoon, who was fta- 
tioned thdre. This gave us feme uneafincfs 
for our fervants, to whom they left in faft 
3 very trifling portion. On aiking one of 
them, a girl of fixteen, and tolerably hand- 
JTopnc, fome queftions the next morning, 
I learnt that Ihe, as well as her fifter, who 
was fomcthing older, did not belong to the 
family J but that having been driven by the 
iavages from the neighbourhood oi Wyoming, 
where they lived, they had taken refuge 
in this part of the country, where thw 
worked for a livelihood J and that being in- 
timate with Mrs. Moorhoufe, they took a 
pleafure in helping her, when there were 
many travellers; for this road is at prefent 
much frequented. Obferving this poor 
girl's eyes filled with tears in relating her 
misfortune, I became more interefted, and 
on defiring farther particulars, Ihe told me, 
that her brother was murdered, almoft be- 
fore her eyes, and that Oie had barely tiftie 
to fave herfelf on foot, by running as fail 
as flie could j that (he had travelled in this 
manner fifty miles, with her feet covered 
with blood, before ihe found a horfe. In 
other 
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other refpe£ts ihe was in no want> nor di^ 
(he experience any mifery. That is a bur- 
then almoft unknown in America. Strang 
gers and fugitives, thefe unfortunate lifters 
)iad met with fitccours. Lodgings, andnou- 
rifhment, are never wanting in this coun- 
try ^ clothing is more difficult to procvire, 
from the dearnefs of all forts of ftuifs ; but 
for this they llrive tq find a fubilitute by 
their own labour. I gave then^ a Louis to 
buy fome articles of dcefs with, my Aides 
de Camp, to whom I communicated the 
ftory, made them a prefcnt likewifci and 
this little a£t of munificence being foqn 
made known to the miftrefs of the houf^, 
obtained us her efteem, and {he appeared 
yery penitent for having ihewn fo muc|i 
repugnance to kill her chickens. 

The 5th we fet out at nine, and rode, 
without (lopping, to Fifli-rkiH, where we 
arrived at half paft two, after a four and 
twenty miles journey through very bad 
roads. I alighted at Bserorn's tavern, which 
I knew to be th^ fame I had been at tvro 
years before, and kept by Mrs- Egrennont. 
The houfe was changed for the better, and 
W^ made a very good fMp|>er- Wc pa^^ 
M 
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the North-river as night came on, and ar- 
rived at fix o'clock at Ne-wburgby where I 
found Mr. and Mrs. Wafhington, Colonel 
l^igbam. Colonel Humfbreyst and Major" 
Walker. The head quarters of Newburgh 
confift of a fingle houfe, neither vaft nor 
commodious, which is built in the Dutch 
faiQiIon. The largef^ room in it (which was 
the proprietor's parlour for his family, and 
which General Wafhington has converted 
into his dining-room) is in truth tolerably 
fpacious, but it has feven doors, and only 
one window. The chimney, or rather the- 
chimney back, is againil the wall ; fo that 
there is in fa£t but one vent for the fraoke, 
and the fire is in the room itfelf. I found 
the company aifembled in a fmall room 
which ferved by way of parlour. At nine 
fuppcr was ferved, and when the hour of bed- 
time carAe, I found that the chamber, to 
which the General condudled me, was the 
very parlour I fpeak of, wherein he had made 
them place a camp-bed. We aiTcmbled at 
breakfaft the next morning at ten, during 
which interval my bed was folded up, and 
mychamber became thefitting-room for the 
whole afternoon ; for American manners 
do 
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do not admit of a bed in the room in which 
company is received, cfpecially when there 
dre women. The fmallnefs of the houfei 
and the difficulty to which I faw that Mr.- 
and Mrs. Wafliington had put themfelve$ 
to receive me, made me apprehenlive left 
Mr. Rochambeau, who was fet out the 
day after me, by travelling as faft, might 
arrive on the day that I remained there. X 
refolved therefore to fend to FiHi-kill to 
meet him, with a requeft that he would 
flay there that night. Nor was my pre- 
caution fuperfluous, for my exprefs found 
him already at the landings where he ilept, 
and did not join us till the next morning 
as I was fetting out. The day I remained 
at head quarters was pa0cd either at table 
or in converfation. General Hand, Ad- 
jutant General, Colonel Reed of New 
Hamprtiire, ^nAMs^or Graham dined with 
us. On the 7th I took leave of General 
Wafhington, nor is it difficult to imagine 
the pain this feparation gave me; but I 
have too much plcafurc in recoUefting the 
real tendernefs with which it affeSed him, 
nottotakeaprideintQentioningit. Colonel 
3 TiJghmaa 
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Tilghman got on horleback to fliew me, in 
the road, the barracks that ferveas winter- 
quarters for the American army, which 
ivere not quite finiflied, though the feaibn 
was already far advwiced, and the co'Id very 
fevere. They are fpacious, healthy, and 
well built, and confift in a row of log- 
houfes containing two chambers, each in- 
habited by ci^t foldiers when tompleat, 
wrhich makes commonly from fire to fix 
effe£tivesi a fecond range of barracks is def- 
tined for the non-commiflioned officers, 
Thefe barracks are placed in the middle 
of the woods, on the Hope of the hills, and 
within reach of water, as the great objc(9; 
is a healthy and convenient fituation ; the 
army ^ar^ ' on feveral lines, not exaiftly pa- 
rallel with each other. But it will appear 
fingular in Europe, that thefe barracks 
ihould be built without a bit of iron, not 
even nails, which would render the work 
tedious and diBicult, were not the Ameri- 
cans very expert in putting wood together. 
After viewing the barracks, I regained the 
high road j but pailing before GeneralGatcs's 
houfe, the fame that General Knox inha- 
bited 
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bitcd in 1780, 1 flopped fome time to make 
a vifit of politencfe. The remainder of the' 
day I had very fine wcjtther, and I Aopped 
and baited my horfes at an inn in the town- 
ihip of C^^^r. In this inn I found nothing 
but a woman, who appeared good and ho- 
'neft, and who had charming children* 
This route is little peopled, but new fet-f 
tlements are forming every day. Before 
we reached CheAer we pafTed by a bridge of 
wood, over a creek, called Murderers rivCr, 
which falls into the North River, above 
New Windfor, on the other fideof Chefter j 
I Ail] kept Ikirting the ridge of mountains 
which feparates this country from the Clove. 
Warwick, where I flept, a pretty large place 
for fo wild a country, is twelve miles from 
Chefter, and twenty-eight from Newburgh ; 
I lodged here in a very good inn kept by 
Mr. Smith, the fame at whofe houfe I had 
fiept two years before at Cieai, which was 
much inferior to this. The American 
army having, for two years paft, had their 
winter quarters near Wcftpoint, Mr. Smith 
imagined, with reafon, that this road would 
be more frequented than that of Paramus, 
and 
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and he had taken this iivn of a Mr. Beard^ 
at whofe houfe we flopped next day to 
breakfaft. The houfe had been given up 
to him with feme furniture, and he had 
upwards of one hundred and fifty acres of 
land belonging to it, for the whole of 
which he paid feventy pounds, (currency) 
making about one hundred piftoles. I had 
every reafon to be content both with my 
oldacquaintance and theneweftablifliment. 

The next morning, the 7th, we fet out 
before breakfaft, and the fnow began to 
fall as foon as we got on horfeback, which 
did not ceafe till we got to Beard's tavern. 
This houfe Was not near fo good as the 
other, but the workmen were bufy in aug- 
menting it. On enquiring of Mr. Beard, 
who is an Iriihman, the reafon of his quit- 
ting his good houfe at Warwick to keep 
this Inn, he informed me, that it was a fet- 
tlement he was forming for his fon-in-law, 
and that as foon as he had put it in order, 
he ihould return to his houfe at Warwick. 
This Mr. Beard had long lived as a mer- 
chant at New- York, and even fold books, 
which I learnt from obfcrving fsme good 

Vol. II. X oaes 
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ones at his houfe^ amongft others* Human 
Prudence^ which I purchafed of him. It 
ceafed fnowing at noon, and the weather 
moderated j but in the afternoon it return- 
^ in blafts, for which however I was in-r 
demnificd by the beautiful tStdi. produced 
by the fetting-fun amldft the clouds, its 
rays being reflected on the eaft:* and form-*- 
ing a fort of parhelion. Towards the even- 
ing the weather became very cold, and 
we reached Sufex an hour before dark, and 
took up our lodgings at Mr. Willis's. The 
fire being not well lighted in the room in- 
tended for me, I ftepped into the parlour, 
where I found feveral people who appear- 
ed to be collected together upon bufineis ^ 
th^ had, according to cuftom, drank 
a good quantity of grog, one of them, 
called Mr. Archibald Stewart, fmelt pretty 
ilrong. A converiation took place among 
us, and Mr. Poops, formerly Aide de Camp 
to General Dickinfon, and at prefent a rich 
landholder in the Jerfeys, having learnt 
that I was going to Bethlehem *, or ima- I 
giniog I 

* Bethlehem Is a (brt of colony founded bjr the ' 
Mtravian Irtthrtn, frequently called- HtrrtnhiUm 
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fining fo from theqaeftions I aiked about 
the roads, very obligingly invited me to 
come the next day and lleep at his houfe. 
His houfe is on the banks of the Delaware, 
twenty-fix miles from SulTex, thirteen from 
Eafton, and twentyrfour from Bethlehem. 
At firft I had fome difficulty in accepting 
his offer, from the apprehenfion one natu- 
rally has of being ftraitened onelelf, or of 
Araitening others. He iniifted however fo 
ilrpngly, and alTuxcd me fo often that I 
fhould find no inn, that I partly promifed 
to lie at his houfe the following night. 
Thefe gentlemen, and he in particular, gave 
me every neceHary information : and, as I 
was deiirous of feemg Moravian Mill *, a 
village fituated near Eafton, four miles 
above Sttl&x, hedireded me' to Mr. Cal-. 
•uer, who keeps a fort of an ion there. The 
company went away, and. we pafled a very 
X 2 agreeable 

It was to fee this eftabliOinient, and the town of 
Eafim and the Vf^tr Dilawartt that I quitted the 
ordinary route, which leads from New-Wtndfor to 
Phtliadclphia. 

• This is a property diey have purchafed la the 
neighbourhood of Bethlehem. 
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agreeable evening by a good fire, hugging^ 
ourfelves at not being expofed to the fevere 
cold we experienced on ftirring out of the 
koufe. We were alfo well content with 
our landlord, Mr. Willis, who Teemed to^ 
be a gallant man, and very converfablt. 
He was born at Elizabeth- tow&, but has 
been fixteen years fettled at SuiTex. Thus 
does population advance into the interior 
parts, and go in iearch of new countries. 

I fet out the 8th a little befctfe nine, the 
weather being extremely cold, and the roads 
covered with fnow and ice ; but on quit- 
ting the Ridge^ and turning towards the 
weft, by defcending from the high moun- 
tains to lower ground, we found the tem- 
perature more mild, and the earth entirely 
free. We arrived at half paft eleven at the 
Moravian Mill, and, on Aopping at Mr, 
Caher's, found that Mr. Poops bad an- 
nounced our coming, and that brcakfaib 
was prepared for us *. This freih atten- 
tion on his part, encouraged me to accept 
his 

* Th« Moravian kOi is pretty genenll/ known lo 
Europe, Tbcy ue the followen of the lEamaus 
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fau offer for the evening. As foon as wc 

bad breakfafled, Mr. Calver, who had treat-o 

-X3 cd 

Count ZinttnJtrff *, whofe piSure they have at 
Bethlehem ; they Have leveral efiablifliinents in Eu- 
rope, lioiilar to thofe the Marquis is about to fpeak 
of; one of which I have Teen at ZieJI near Utrecht, 
where Louis the. XIV di took up his quarters, but 
America Iccids to be the promifcd land of feflaries. 
Even the defpifed, ill-treated Jews, are well received 
\a the United States, and begin to be very numer- 
ous; many of them were excellent citizens dur- 
mg the fevere trial of the war, and Ibtne even loft 
their lives as foldiers, gallantly fighting for the li- 
berties of their country. One family in particular, 
I believe of the name of Salvador, at Rhode Ifland, 
was moft eminently diftinguilbcd. What a glorious 
field is this for unprejudiced philanthropic fpeculation 1 
Translator. 

* The IbllowiDg iccaunt of tbe Monviaoi ii taken from « 
traujlauoii from the Gemsn, «f an account of that body, hy ihit 

Ktvcrend B. La Trobe ■' The TcQ of the Unitas Fratnuir, 

" more comtnoDly linown bj the oaiaei of Herrenhuteri and Mc* 
" rariana, wu at firfl formed by Nicholai X.ewii, Count of Zm- 
" zendorff, at Barthddorf in Upper Luraiia, in ite year jyta. 
" Finding hii follower! increafe, particularly from Moravia, he 
" buill aa faonfe in a wood near Barlheldorf for their public 
*' meetings: and. before tbc end of the year 17321 this place grew 
" i^tD a TiHige, which was called Herrnhuib, and contained 
" aboal fix hundred inhabltanti, all of tbem following Zinzen- 
*' dorff, and leading a kind of monaflic life. . From this lime 
*< tba |cA hai (pread iti bianchci from Genuany, thnwgh all thf 
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ed US with an anxiety and refpe£^, more 
German than American, icrved, us by way 
of conductor, and led us firft to fee the law-. 
mill, which is the moft beautiful, and the 
beft contrived lever faw. A fingle man only 
is necelTary to direct ths work; the fame 
wheels which keep the faw in motion, ferve 
alfo to convey the trunks of trees from the 
fpot where they are depofited to the work- 
houfe, a diftancc of twenty-five or thirty 
toifes i they arc placed on a fledge, which 
Aiding on a groove, is drawn by a rope 
which rolls and unrolls on the axis of the 
wheel, itfelf. Flanks are fold at fix ihil- 
lings, Peniylvania currency (about Aree 
ihillings and four-pence Aerling) the hun- 
dred; if you find the wood, it is only half 
the money, and the pUnk in that cafe is 
fawed 

" Protellcint Qatu in Europe, niade conCdeTabIc eSabliHuneatt 
•• on the coniiucDi of America, and WeDcra Uet, aod uKnded 
"iireirto the Eaa-Icdlei, and Into Africa. In EDgland, Mo- 
■ ■' ravtan congregations arc founded at Loodon, Bedford, O^- 
" brook near Derby, Pudfcy ocu Leeds, Dunkerfield in ChcOiiic, 
" Leominflcr, Haverfbrd Welt, Biillol, Kin^wood, Bath, and 
" TcibertoD." Their fetdemenu, are becoming vciy illiBcnNu 
too, but not their populuion, ii 4II the different Smu* itt- the 
Americaa Unioo., Tkam»latob. 
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jawed for one farthing per foot*. This 

mill is near the fall of a lake which fur- 

X 4 niOies 

* It is remarked, that on the lands within reach of 
the Moravian fettlcnicnts, the cultivation is Aiperior, 
and every branch of husbandry is better carried on> 
^r&i from the emulation excited by thefe induflrious 
people, and fecondly, from the fupply the country- 
dian procures frtim them of vvery necelTary imple- 
Qient of hufbandry, &c. fabricated in thefe fettle- 
inents. Befides thofe the Marquis fpeaks of, I vifit- 
ed fome others, not far from Bcthleheqi, at one of 
which, called ^iiZfirrt<&, is a famous gunfmith, from 
vhom my friend Mtjot Pierce Butler, bought a pair 
of piftols, many of which I faw there of the moft 
perfe^ workmanfliip. Nothing can be more en- 
chanting than thefe eftablifhmenti } out of the fe- 
queftcred wildernefs they have formed wcll-builc 
towns, vaft edifices all of ftone, large orchards, beau, 
tiful and regular {leaded walks in the European 
fafhion, and feem U combine with the moft compleat 
Reparation for the world, all the comforts and even 
many of the luxuries of polifhed life. At one of 
their cleared-out fettlements, in the midft of a foreA, 
between Bethlehem and Nazareth^ pofleiSng all the 
advantages of mills and manufactures, I was afionilh- 
ed with thedelicious founds of an Italian concerto; but 
my fiirprizc was ftill greater, on entering a ro9m where 
the performers turned out to be common workmen of 
'different trades, playing for their amufement. At 
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niflies it with water. A deep cut is made 
in a rock to form a canal for conducing the 
waters to the corn-mill, which is built 
within muJket-lhot of the former; it is 
Tery handfome, and on the lame plan with 
that of Mrs. Bowling at Peterlburgh, but 
not fo large. From the mill I went (o the 
church, which- is a fquare building, con- 
taining the houfc of the minifter. The 
place where the duty is performed, and 
which may properly be called the church, 
js on the firft floor, and refembles the Pref- 
byterian naeetiog-houfes, with this diiFcr- 
ence, that there is an organ and fome ro- 
ligious pidtures *, X^is houfe of prayer, 

cafh of thefe places, the brethren have a common 
room, where violins and other inftruments are fuf- 
pendcd, and always at the fervice of fuch as chufe to 
relax t^icmfclves, by playing llngly, or taking a part in 
» concert. T&anslator. 

• The Moravians appeaf to me to be a fefl be- 
tiveen the Methodifts and the Catholics; at Naza- 
reth, I met with an old Gloucefterfliire man, who 
came to Amcr'ca with the late Mr. Whitfield, with 
whom I had much convcrfatlon, and who told mo 
that that gentleman was muct) rcfpefled, both liv- 
jsg and dead, by the Moravians j but, indeed, bfftdn 

■■3 
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fo fingularly placed, reminded me of a ftory 
I heard at Bofton. Divine fervice was for- 
merly celebrated there in one of their places 
of worfhip, where the faithful were not af- 
fembled, 'tis true, on the firft floor, but 
which, like this, contained the minifter's 
houfe, below which were cellars. The 
paftor, a very learned man in other refpefts, 
befides his fpiritual funftions, carried on a 
trade 

that, their hymna refemble much thofe of our Mecho- 
difts, fpt ritualizing even the grofTeft eamal tran^ 
^ions. I found that they all fpoke of bim as one 
of their own fc£l, but utterly diftlaimed Mr. Wefley. 
They are very fond of pictures reprefcnting the Pef- 
fan, to which they pay a refpciS: little Ihort, if at all, 
of idolatry. Their carnal allu&ons are fully verified 
in the following hymn taken from one of their bo*ln 
in the Moravian cbapcl at Pudfey in England, in 
1773, an aJluHon than which nothing can be more 
infamous and fliocking. 

« And {he fo Uefled is. 

She gives him many a kits: 

Fix'd are her eyes on bim : 

Thence moves her every limbj 

And iince Ihe him fo loves. 

And only with him moves : 

His matters and bis blood 

Appear her only good," 

Translator. 
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trade in wlnej; that is to fay, a great 
^eal of it went out of his cellar, but 
not a drop ever entered it. A fimple 
negro fervant he had, ufed to fay, that his 
mafter was a great faint, for that he em- 
ployed him every year in rolling into his 
cellaranumber of caflts of cyder, over which, 
whei> he had preached and prayed a few 
Sundays, they were converted into wine. 

On coming out of church I perceived Mr. 
f <}opt, who had tak^n the trouble to come 
And meet me. We mounted oh horfeback 
together, and after pafling through a toler- 
able fertile valley, in which are fome beau- 
tiful farms, chiefly Dutch, and well cul- 
tivated fields, we arrived in the evening at 
his houfe. It is a charming fettlement, 
confining of a thoufand acres of land, the 
greateft part of which is in tillage, with a 
fine corn-mill, a faw-mill, and diftillery. 
The manor-houfe is fmall, bat neat and 
handfome. He conduced us into a par- 
lour, where we found Mrs^ Poops, his wife, 
Mrs. Scotland bis mother-in-law, and Mr. 
Scotland his brother-in-law. Mrs. Poops 
has a pleafing countenailce,. foinewhat in* 
jurcd 
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Jured by habitual bad heaith ; her behaviour 
is that of an accompliflicd woman, and her 
converfation amiable. The evening was 
fpent very agreeably, partly in converfation, 
and partly at play; for Mrs. Poops, gave 
me a loflbn of backgammon, and I gave her 
one of trie trac. I had fomc converfation 
alfo Vfith Mr. Scotland, a young man, vsrho 
though but fix-and-twenty, has made three 
campaigns, as Captain of artillery, and 
is now a lawyer of great practice. I hav^ 
alreadyoblerved that this is the raoftrefpedl- 
able, and moft lucrative profeffions in Ame- 
rica. He told me that he ufually received, 
for a fimple confultatiOn, four dollars, and 
{oaietimts Jbalf a Joe i (thirty-fix fliillings 
fierling) and when the action is commenced, 
fo much is paid for every writ, and every 
deed, for in America lawyers adt likewife 
in the capacity of notaries and attornics. 
I had much plcafure in converting widt 
Mr. I^ps, who is a man of a good ednea-r 
tion, well informed, and aftive, and con- 
cerned in a variety of bufineis, which he 
condu6ts with great iatelligence. He had 
been employed in the Commiffary's depart- 
I ment 
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ment when General Green * was Quarter* 
iWafter General, and made extraordinary ex- 
ertions to fupply the army ; which render- 
ed him fo obnoxious to the tories, that he 
was for a long time obliged to remain arm- 
ed in bis houfe, which he barricaded every 
night. The fupper was as agreeable as the 
preceding part of the. evening ; the ladies 
retired at eleven, and we remained at table 
till midnight. Mr. Poops's brother arriv- 
ed ae we were at the.defert ; be appeared 
to me a fenfible man, he had married in 
Virginia the daughter of Colonel Fims, 
who had efpoufed one of his fitters. He 
was now a widower. 

The next day, the loth of December, 

wc breakfafled with the ladles, and iet out 

at half pail ten ; Mr. Poops accompanying 

ma 

* The Gazettes have juft announced tbe deatk 
of General Green. In him America has loft ane 
of hp^^^beft citizens, and moft able foldiers. It is 
his greateft eulogium to lay, that he ftood high with 
General Wafliington, who recommended him to 
Congrefs, and that he amply juftified the opinion en- 
tertsdaed of him by that great good man. 

. . TRANSiATOR. ■ 
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me to Eafiont where he bad fent to prepare 
dinner. I fhould have preferred my ufual 
cuftom of making my repaft at the end of 
my day's journey, but it was neccffary for 
a little complailance to return the civilities 
I had received. Two miles from the houfe 
of Mr. Poops wc forded a fmall river, and 
travelled through an agreeable andvrell cul- 
tivated country. Some miles before wc 
came to Eafton, we paffed over a height 
from whence one difcovers a vaft traft of 
country, and amongft others, a chain of 
mountains, which Mr. Poops de0red us to 
remark. It forms a part of that great chain, 
which traverfes all America from South to 
North *. He pointed out to us fwo' btatui^ 
or openings, refembling two large doors or 
windows, through one of which flows the 
river Delaware ; the other is a gap leading 
to the other fide of the mountains, and is 
^e road to JFyomin^, a pafs become cele- 
brated 

* Thefe are called the Khtatinoy iQOimtains. 
For an account of this hiatut, or gap. Ice Mr. CbarUt 
Tbmpfit^t Obfervatibni 90 Mr. Je^foa's N^Us at 
Virginiat under the account of the National Bridge. 
Tkanslatok. 
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brated by the march of General Sullivan in 
'779*- Before we got to £afton,wepafled, 
in 

* Ste tbe lirft Journal^ wbere the author gives an 
tccount of Kis conrcrfation witB General Schuyler. 
In whatever nuner ^his expedition was fet on foot, 
which took jJaCt in 1779* after tbe evacuMion of 
Philadelphia, and the diverfion made by d'Eftaing** 
fquadron, the greatell difficulty to furmount wai| 
the long march to hi made through woods, deferts, 
and morales, conveying all their provifions on beafl* 
of burthen, and being continually expofed to tbe at' 
tacks of the favagcs. The ioHru&ions given by 
General Sullivan to bis officers, the order of march 
he prefcribed to the troops, and the difcipline he had 
tfw abilily to maintain, would- have done honour 
to tbe meft exfiecienced amortgft ancient or modern 
Generals. It may fafely be aOerted, that the Journal 
of this expedition would lofe nothing in a comparJfon 
with the famous retreat of the Itn tbaufaHd; which it 
would referable- very much, if we could compare the 
rasuKBUKKt, theobjcd of which is attack,with tbolic 
which have no other than the prefervation of a ioz- 
lornarmy. General Sullivan, after a month's march, 
arrived, without any check, at the entrenched camp, 
die laft refuge of the favages ; here he attacked them, 
. and was received with great courage, infomuch that - 
the vidory would have remained undecided, had not 
the IiuKmslofrmany of their Chiefs in battle, which* 
devcr fails to intimidate themj and retreated during 
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in ferry boats, the eaftern branch of tho 
Delaware 1 for this town is fituated on th« 
fork formed by the two J>ranches of that, 
river. It is a handfome, though inconfi-f' 
derable town. But which will probably en* 
large itfelf on the peace, when the Amerk 
cans, no longer under apptiehcnfions from 
the favages, fliall cultivate anew the fertile 
lands between thcSuffUfiaanai and theDe- 
laware. Mr. Poops took us to the tavern 
of Mr. Smit^i who Is at once an innkeeper ■ 
and lawyer. He has a handfomc library, 
and his fon, whom Mr. Poops prefcnted to 
me on my arrival, appeared to be a well 
educated and well informed young man. I 
invited him to dinner, as well as another 
youth who boarded with him, a native of 
Dominica, who had come to compleat his 
Hudies, 

the night. The General deftroyed their houfes and 
plantations, Jince which they have never fhewn 
thenifelves in a body. However flight and infuffi- 
cient the idea may be that 1 have given of this cam- 
paign, it may, neverthelefs, aftonith our Europeaa 
military men, to learn that General Sullivan was 
only a lawyer in 1775, and that in the year 1780 he 
quitted the army to refume his profeffioR, and is now ' 
Civil Governor of New Hampfliire, 
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ftudies amongft the Americans, to whom 
be feemed much more attached than to the 
Engliih. He had made choice of Eafton at 
more healthy, and more peaceable than the 
other towns of America, and found all the 
oecellary inftru^tion in the leHons and the 
books of Mr. Smith. As thcjy knew of my 
coming, we did not wait long for dinner, 
and at half paft three we got on horfeback, 
Mr. Poops being Aill fo good as to accom- 
pany me a mile or two, to obtain my per- 
miffion for which, he pretended that there 
was crofs road where I might lofe myfelf. 
At length we parted, leaving me penetrated 
with gratitude for his numerous civilities. 
Before I loft light of Eailon I Aopped upon a 
hill, from whence I admired, for fome time, 
thcpi&arefque coup d'teil pieknted by the 
two branches of the Delaware *, and the 
confufed and whimfical form of the moun- 
tains, 

* In traTcIling over this hill, the TranSator 
ftopped near an hour to view this noble andcnchant- 
ing prorpe£t, with which it is impoSble to fatiate 
the eye. Nothing can be more delightful than the 
town and neighbQuihood of Eafton. 

Trabslatoiu 
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taios, through which they purfue their 
courie. When I was fatlsfied with this 
ipe^cle, it was neceflary topnih forward to 
reach Bethlehem before nighty and we tra- 
velled the eleven miles in two hours, bat 
not before the day was clofed *. We had 
Vol. II, Y no 

* The fiift time I vllitcd Bethlehem was from 
t'bilaclelphia ; and after travelling two days through ■ 
country altsrnately direrHfied with favage fcenes and 
cultivated fpots, on. iSuing out of the woods at the 
clofe of the evening, in the month of May, found 
myfelf on a beautiful extenfive plain, with the vaft 
eaftern branch of the Delaware on tht right, richly 
interfperfed with wooded iflands, and at the difhuic* 
of a mile in front of the town of Bethlehem, rearing 
its large ftone ediEces out of a foreft, fituated on a 
tnajeftic, but gradually riling rniinence, the back 
ground formed by the fetting fun. So novel and un- 
expefied a tranfttion filled the mind with a thoufand 
Cngular and fublime ideas, and made an impreffion 
on me, never to be effaced. The romantic and 
pidurefque efieft of this glorious difplay of natural 
bcautieij gave way to the ftill more noble and in- 
tetefting feofztions, ariUng fnnn a le&e&ioa on the 
progrcfs of the aits and fciences, and the fublime 
anticipation of the " populous cities,'' and ** bufy 
*< hum of men," which are one da; to occupy, and 
to civilize the vafl wildernefics of the New World. 
TaANSLATOft. 
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no difficulty of finding the tavern, for Jt l» 

preclfely at the entrance of the town. 

This ta«fn was built at the cxpcnce of 

Ihe Society of Moravian Brethren, to whom 

it ferved formerly as a magazine, and is very 

iiandibme and ^cious *, IIk perfon who 

keeps 

* This Inn, fer Hs aeteiBiS zppeaianee, xai it» 
interior aecommodattoiH, is not inferior to the befE 
of the large inns in England, which, indeed, it very 
much refembles in every retpt&. Tho firft time I 
was at Bethlehem, in company with m; Iriends Ma^ 
jotPitra Butler^ Mr. Tlmas Ellht, and Mr. Charltt 
Ptnhiiy^ CaroTina gentlemen, we remained here two 
er three days, and were conftantly fnpplied with 
TCnifon, moor game, the moft delicious red and yel- 
low bellied Trout, the Mghcft flavoured wild ftraw- 
herries, the moft luxuriant afparagos, snd die beft 
v^ietables, in flior tj I ever faw ; and notwithftand- 
kig the difficulty of procuring good wine and fpirits 
Bt that period, throughout the Continent, we were 
here regaled with mm and brandy of the bcft quality, 
and exquifitt old Port and Madeira. It was to this 
houfe that the Marquis de la Fayette retireil, to be 
cured of Uie firft wound he received in fightiog for 
America } an accident, which I am well aflored gave 
Aiis gallant young nobleman more plcafutv than moft 
•f our European ftt'iU maitrtt would rec^ve from 
the moft flattering proofs of the favour of a miftrefi. 
Sdi. Cbgrks PimiMtj, whom I have above mentioned. 
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jceeps it is only the calbier, 2nd is oblig^ 
to, JTcnder an account to the admin illrators. 
As if/^ had already dined, we only drank 
te&t but ordered ^ breakfail for the next 
morning ^t ten o'clock. The landlord 
^ling me there was a Grow/e^ or heath 
bird, in the houfe, I made him bring it, 
£<»* I had long had a great delire to fee one. 
I {qon obferved that it was neither the 
Poule de Pitaraon, nor the Heath Cock ; 
Y 2 it 

if a young gentleman at prefent in Congrers for Soutti 
Carolina, and who, from the intimate knowledge I 
bave of his excellent education and llrong talents, 
will, I ventuie to predifl, whenever Jie pleafes to 
exert them, ftand forth amongft the moft eminent 
citizens of the new confederation of Republics. It 
Ib my boaft and pride to have co-operated with him, 
when he was only at the age of twenty, in the de- 
fence of the true principles of liberty, and to have 
feen produ&ions from t>is pen, tj'hich, in point of 
compofition, and of argument, y^ould have done ho- 
nour to the head and heart of the moR experienced 
and moft virtuous politician. Should the prefent 
work ever fall into his hands, let him recognize in, 
this juft tribute to his worth, an afie^ionate friend, 
HrhOt knowing his abilities, wiihes to excite him to 
•xcrtioit, iatheDoble, buturduous field bcjore him. 
TSAHBI.ATOR. 
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it was about the fize of a Pheafant, but had 
a ihort tail, and the head of a Capon, which 
it refemblcd alfo in the form of its body, 
and its feet were covered with down. This 
bird is remarkable for two large tranf- 
verfe feathers below his head} the plumage 
of his belly is a mixture <^ black and 
white, the colour of his wings of a red 
grey, like our grey Partridges. When the 
Growie is roafted, his ilefh ts black like 
that of a Heath Cock, but it is more deli- 
cate, and has a higher fiavour *. 

I could not derive much ihformattoa 
from my landlord on the origin^ the opi- 
nions, and manners of the fociety, but he 
informed me that I fliould next day fee the 
minifters and admii^iflrators, who would 
gratify ray curioiity. The iith> at half 
paft eight, I walked out with a Moravian, 
given me by the landlord, but who was 
likewife ill informed,, and only ferved me 



* Tbh Urd mull be wfiat .we call the bkck or gpy 
game, and not what is known by thi name of Grtv^ 
ioEngJand. Translatoi. 
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as a. guide *. He was a feaman, who ima- 
gines he has fome talents for drawing, and 
amufes himfelf with teaching the young 
people, having quitted the iea fince the 
war, where, however, he had no Tcruple 
in fending his fon -f'. Hefubfiftsonafmall 
Y 3 eftate 

* Our company wa« much more fortunate. Major 
Butler having obtained letters from Philadelphia to 
Mr. Van Vlecfc, a man of property, living here, but 
formerly of New- York. Trahslator. 

t It is remarkable enongh, that the fon of this 
Moravian, whofe name is Garri/oiif (bould have 
ferved on board a veJIel with me, and was, without 
exception, the moft worthlefs profligate fellow we 
had in \ mixt crew of Englifb, Scotch, Irifli, and 
Americans, to all of whom his education had been 
infinitely fupetior. Neither bolts nor bars could 
prevent, nor any chaftifeitient corlefV, bis pilfer- 
ing difpolition. In a long winter's voyage of 
thirteen weeks, with only provilions and water for 
/vty this fellow was the bane and peft of officers, 
pallengers, and feamen. Whilft every other man iij 
the ibip, even the mofl licentious in profpcrity, fiib- 
mitted to regulations laid down to alleviate our 
dreadful fufferings, and pteferve our lives, this hard- 
ened, unrefiefling wretch, ignorant of every feel- 
ing of fympathy and human nature, fc*ned to uke 
a favage delight in diffujing mtfery around him, and 
Adding to the diflrefles of 'his fellow fuj^rers. He 
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eflate he has at Reading, but lives at Beth« 
Icheaii where he and his wife beard in a 
private family. We weftt fi'rft to vifit the 
hoafe iQtfmgU laomen. This edifice is fpa- 
cious, and- built with ftone. It is divided 
into feveral large chambers, all heated with 
ftoves, in which the girls work, foniccoarfe 
work, fuch as fpinning cotton, hemp, and 
\Vool i others, work of tafle arid luxury, 
fuch as embrodeiy, either in thread, or 
iilk, and they excel partidukrly iti working 
(■ufEles, little pocket-books, pin-coihroAs, 
&c. like our Frefjch nuns. The faper- 
intendaht of the houfe came to receive us. 
She is a wonaan of family, born in Saxony ; 
her name is Madame de Gaftorffi but (he 
does not prefume upon her birth, and ap- 
peared furprized at my giving her my hand, 
as often as we went up and down ftairs *. 
She 

Jiad been well educated in the humane principles of 
the Morarians, but he truly vcrifiefl the juft adage 
of Comptit eptimi pe0Hta. Translator. 

* When the Tranflator vififed Bethlehem, the 
fuperintcndatit, or at leaft hci'deputy, was a Mrs. 
Langley, a very mitd pretty behaved EnglilhwomaB, 
who bfd been a follower of George Whitfield. 

Tkanslatos. 
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She condu^d us to the lirft floor, where 
Ate made us enter a large vaulted apart- 
ment, kept pcrfe<aiy clean, in which all 
the women deep, each having a bed a-part, 
in which i^ plenty of feathers *. There 
is never any fire in this room ; and though 
it be very high and airy, a ventilator is 
fixed in the roof like thofe in our play- 
Itottics. The kitchen is not large, but it w 
clean, and well arranged ; in it there ara 
immenfe earthen pots, upon furnaces* as 
in our hofpitals. The inhabitants of th* 
faoj^le dine in the refe^ry, and are ierved 
every day with meat and vegetables ; they 
have thtee fliillings and iix-pence currency 
per week, about four-pence per day, to the 
c(Hnmon ftock, but they have no fupper, 
and I believe the houfi: furniOies only bread 
for breakfaft. This expence, and what 
Ch^ pay for fire and candle deduced, they 
enjoy the produce of their labour, which is 
piore than fufficient to maintain them. 
Y 4 Thi% 

* The Americani in general are remarkably fonil 
of very large foft feather beds, eren in the hotteft 
dimates, and we fufiered greatly in this particular^ 
at tbjB inn At fiethlelieiik Tkahuator. 
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This houfe alfo has a chapel, which ferres 
only for evening prayer, for they go to 
their church on Sundays. There is an or- 
gan in this chapel, and I Taw feveral inftru- 
ments fulpendcd upon nails. We quitted 
Madame de Gaftorffwell pleafed with her 
reception, and went to the church, which 
Is iimple, and differs little from that we had 
feen at Moravian mill". Here alfo were 
feveral religious pidiures. From hence we 
went to the houfe of thc^ng/e men. I en- 
tered the intendant's apartment, whom I 
found employed in copying muHc. He had 
In his room an iadiSeTcntJbrte fiaao, made 
in Germany. I talked with him on mufic* 
and difcovered that he was not only a per- 
former, but a compofer. So that on his 
accompanying us to the chapel, and being 
. alked to touch the organ, he played fome 
voluntaries, in which he introduced a great 
deal of harmony, and progreffions of bafe* 
This man, whofe name I have forgot, is a 
native of New-York, but refidcd feven 
years in Germany, whence he had lately 
arrived, I found him better informed than 
thole I had yet met with, yet it was with 
6 (oin« 
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fome difficulty that I got from him the fol- 
lowing details : The Moravian brethren, 
in whatever quarter of the world they live, 
are under the difcipline of their metropoli- 
tans, who reiide in Germany*, from whenco 
commifiaries are fent to regulate the. dif- 
ferent ellablilhments. The ikme metro- 
politans advance the fums nece^ry for 
forming them, which are paid in proportion 
as theiis Colonies profper j thus the revenue 
of the mills I have fpoken of, as well as the 
£irms and nianu&dures of Bethlehem, are 
employed in the firft inftance to pay the ex- 
pences of the community, and afterwards 
to reimburfe the fums advanced in Europe. 
Bethlehem, for example, polTeiTes a terri- 
torial property, purchaled by the Moravians 
in Europe, which confifls of fifteen hundred 
acres of land, forming a vaft farm, which is 
managed 

* The Moravlins maiDtain a conflant iotercourfc 
with Germaoy in particular, of which ceuntry 
tbofe in America are chiefly natives, and tfainic 
potbing of a voyage to Europe. Governor Joleph ' 
Eeed, of Philadelphia, had a fon here, learning tbo 
Ccrmap leqguagc, when I wa> at Bethlehem. 

Tranii-ator, 
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sAanaged by a Aeward, who accounts for it 
to ^e community. If an individual wants 
3 lot of land, he muft purchase it of th6 
public^ but odder thiis reftridion, that ia 
eafe df dcfcAidn from the Ie£l, or fcmigra- 
ticMi from ^ place, he Ih^l re^re it to 
the immunity, who will reimburfe liim 
the orig^l paymeot. As to theiropinionc, 
this fed refembles more the Lutherans* 
than the CalTiniftsi; dialing, however, 
from die latter, by admitting mufic, pic- 
tmes^ &c. into their churches, and from 
^e former^ by having no Biihops, and 
b«ing governed by a Synod *. Their po- 
lk:e> or-difcipliae, is of the mtmaAic kinc^ 
0nce they recomaiend cdibacy, but with- 
out injoining it, and keep the women fepa- 
rate from the men. There is a particular 
honfe ftlfo for the widows^ which I did 
not vilit. The two fexes being thus habi- 
tually feparated, none of thofe familiar con- 
nexions exift between them, which lead to 
marriage ; 

* * I do not fpeak with confidence, but am inclined 
to think that they have Bilhops, at leaft a perfon was 
pointed out to UB at Bethlehem, under that denomi- 
oation. Teanslatok. 

3 
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nutiTiage; nay, it is even contrary to the 
rpirit of the re£t> to marry from inclina- 
tion. If a young man finds himfelf fuffi- 
ciently at his eafe to keep faonfe for him- 
ielf, Jind i^ntain a wife and children, he 
prefcnts himfelf to the commiintry, and 
afks for a girl, who (after confulting with 
thefuperintondantof the women) [Tran/^ 
later] propofes one to him, which he may« 
m fi€tt refufe to accept ; but it is contrary 
to the cnftom, to cboof&a wife for himfelf. 
Accordingly, the Moravian ColcMiies havo 
not multiplied, in any proportion, to thit 
other American Colonies. That at Beth- 
lehem is compofed of about G^ hundred 
perfons, more than half of whom live in a 
ftate of celibacy ; nor does .it appear that it 
has increafed for fevcral years. Every pre- 
caution is taken to provide for thefubJiftencc 
. oftheirbrethren,andinthehoufe6 deftined 
for the unmarried of both fcxes, there are 
makers who teach them different trades. 

The houfe of the fingle men which I 

iaw in detail, docs not differ from that 

of the women ; I ihall only take notice of 

a Tcry convenient method they have of 

awakening 
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awakening thoie who wi(h to be called up 
at any given hour j all their beds are num- 
bered, and near the door is a Hate, on 
which all the numbers are regiftered., A 
man who wifhes to be awakened early, at 
five o'clock in the morning for example, 
has only to write a figure of 5 under his 
number ; the watchman who attends the 
chamber, obferves this in going his rounds, 
and at the hour appointed, the next nuxn- 
ing goes Araight to the number of the bed, 
without troubling hunfelf about the name 
of the fleeper. 

- Before I left the houfe, I mounted on 
the roof, where there is a Belvidere, from 
whcnceyou fee thelittle town of Bethlehem, 
and the neighbourhood; it is compofed of 
feventy or eighty houfcs, and there :uv fome 
others belonging to the colony at the dif- 
tance of a mile or two j they are all hand- 
fome and built with ftone*. Every houfe 
ha$ 

• From this Belvidere the view is beautifully ro- 
mantic, and sunongR other objects on the eaftem 
fide of the Delaware, you fee a cultivated farm form- 
ed out of an immcnie wood and near the fummit of 
ft lofty toouotain, which I likewife viiited, and every 
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has a garden cultivated with care. In re- 
turning home I was curious to fee the fann» 
which is kept in good order, but the iniide 
was neither fo clean, nor fo well kept as 
in the Englifli farm-houfes, bccaufe the 
Moravians are Aill more barbarous than 
their language. At length at half pafi ten 
I returned to the inn, where I was expeded 
by my moor fowl, two woodhens, and many 
other good things, fo that I was ftill better 
iatisfied with my breakfail than with my 
walk*. At twelve wefetoutto travel twenty 
miles &rther, to Kalfs tavern, a German 
houfe very podr and filthy. We had paffcd 
the Leigh f or wcftern branch of the Dela- 



ftep of which gives you tbe idea of enchanted grouhcl* 
Befides the particular gardens to each private houfei 
there it a.large public walk belonging to the coto- 
munity ; nay, the church-yard itlelf is a gay fcene of 
beauty and regularity, the verdant turf being clad in 
fuoimer with ftrawbcrrtes and flowers. 

Tkanslator. 

• Notwithftanding the good cheer at the tavern, 
the author, and I hope the reader, will pardon me for 
not crediting this declaration. 

Translatok. 
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vnie a mile £toi?^ Be^ilebeni *i there is 
peither town por village oa the road, but 
^e burghs to which the {battered houfu 
we Taw, belonged, are call^ Soctamck and 
Springfield. The 12th I breakfafted at 
Montgomery, twelve miles from Kalf 's ta- 
vern, and pafHng Whitemarfli and Germ^ 
town, we arrived towarda fiv^ at Phila- 
delphia. 

«4th of Dec. 1781. ' 
\ 

* TbeweAern branch of the Delavare which pa{- 
ftt by Bethlehem, qod forms a jun3ion with the 
weflern at Eafton, is here called the Lecha. There 
is an ex<xllent ferry orer this rapid ftream, of 
-which I have fpoken in the firft vqlnme. The Mo- 
larians amongft an infinity of other ingenious inven- 
tions, have a large hydraulic machine in the middle of 
the town, which is at a great height from the river, for 
rai&ng the water to fupply the inhabitants. 

Tkanilatox. 
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LETTER 

r to u TBI 

MARQJJIS DE CHASTELLUX. 

T O 

Mr; M a D D I S O N», 

Prefeflbr of Pbilorophy in the Univerfitjr «f 
WILLIAMSBURG H. 

I Have not forgot. Sir, the promiie I mode 
you on leaving Williamiburgh } it re- 
minds me of the friendihip with which you 
'Were pleaibd to honour me, and the flat- 
tering prejudices in my favour, which were 
the confequences of it. I am afraid that I 
have 

* Mr. Middifon's fon is a member of ihfl Affim- 
Uy, and bas lerved in Congrefs for Virginia. This 
young man, who at the age of 30 aftonifhes th« iww 
Republics by bis eloquence, his wifdain, and his 
genius, has had the humanity and the nurttgit (for 
fuch a propofitioa requires no fnull Qure of courage) 
to propofe a general emancipation of the flares, at 
the beginning of this year, 1786 : Mr. ytgtrjn't «b« 
ienct at Paris, and the fituation of Mr. l^hj*^* " 
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have undertaken more than I am able to 
perform ; but I ihall at leaft addrefs you 
in the language of iiocerity, jn the fort of 
literary bankruptcy I am now about to 
m^e. — By putting you in full polleflion of 
my feeble refources, however, I may per- 
haps obtain a ftill further portion of that 
indulgence, to which you have fo frequently 
accuftomed me. The fubjcA. on which 
I rather thought of aflcing information 
from you, than of offering you my ideas, 
would require longand tranquil meditation j 
and fince I quitted Virginia, I have been 
continually travelling, fometimcs from duty 
with the troops, at others to gratify my 
curiolity in thcealtern parts of America, as 
far even as New Hampflbire. But even had 
my time been, fabjed to lefs interruptiot^ 
I am 

one of the judgei of the State, which prevented them 
from lending tbetr powerful fupport, occasioned it 
to Dufciu-ry for the moment, but there is every rea- 
foa to fuppofc that the proportion will be fucceis- 
fullj renewed. At it is, the afTcmbly have pafled i 
law, declaring that there ihall be no more flavet ia 
the Republic, but thofe exiftiog the firft day of the 
leffion of 1 785-6, and the defcendants of female flavet. 
. Tkahslatoiu 
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"1 am not fure that I fliould have been more 
capable of accomplifhing your withes. My 
niind, aided and excited by yodr's, experi- 
enced an energy it has fince loft ; and if in 
our converfation, I have chanced to exprefs 
fomc fentiments which merited your ap- 
probation, it is not to myfelf that they be- 
longed, but to the party that fpoke with 
Mr. Maddifon. At prefent I muft appear 
in all my weaknefs^ and with this further 
difadvantage, that I want both time and 
leifure not only to rcdify my thoughts, 
but even to throw them properly on paper. 
No matter j I venture 6n the talk, per- 
' fuaded that you will caGly fupply my un- 
avoidable omilHons j and that the merit of 
this effay, if there will be any, will' be 
compleated by yourfelf. 

The moft frequent obje<3: of our convcr- 
fations was, the progrefs that the arts and 
fcicnces cannot fail of making in America, 
and the influence they mud necefTarily have 
on manners and opinions. It feems as if 
every thing relative to government and 
legiflation ought to be excluded from fuch 
difculllons, and undoubtedly a ftranger. 

Vol,, il. Z fliould 
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ihould avoid as much as poffible, treating 
matters of which he cannot be a competent 
judge. But in the phyfical, a$ in the mo- 
ral worldj nothing ftands ifolated, no caufe 
flfts fingle and independent. Whether w« 
confidef the fine arts, and the enjt^ments 
they produce, as a delicious ambrofia, the 
gods have thought proper to partake with 
usj orwhether we regard them as a danger- 
ous poifon, that liquor, whether benefi* 
cent or fatal, muft always be modified by 
'the veiTpl into which it is infufed. It is 
necefiary therefore to fix our attention for a 
moment on the political conftitution of the 
people of America; and in doing this, may 
I be permitted to recal a principle, I have 
eftabli(hed end developed elfewhere*; 
which is, that the chara£ler, the genius 
•f a people, is not folely produced by the 
govermnent they have adopted, but by the 
circumftances under which they were orli> 
l^nally formed. Locke, and after him, 
Roufleau haveob&rvcd, that the educatioa 
of nun ihould commence from the ci^dle, 
that 
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thai is to lay, at the moment when he is 
coiitraftlng his firft habits ; it is the fame 
with States, Long do we difcover in the 
rich and powerful Romans, the fame plun- 
derers coUeded by Romulus to lire by ra- 
pine j and in our days the French docUe 
» tnd polilhed, poflibly to excefs, ilill pre- 
ferve the traces of the feudal fpirit j whilft 
the Englifh amidft their clamours againft 
the royal authority* continue to manifejl 
a refped for the crown, which recals the 
epoch of the conqueft, and the Norman go* 
vernment. Thus every thing that is, par^ 
takes of v/hat bat keen ; and to attain a tho- 
rough knowledge of any people, it is not 
Icis neceflary to ftudy their hiflory than 
their legiflation. If then we wiHi to form 
an idea of the American Republic, we muit 
be careful not to confound the Virginians, 
whom warlike as well as mercantile, an 
ambitious as well as fpeculative genius 
brought upon the continent, with the New 
Englanders, who owe their origin to en- 
thufiafm} we mud not expert to lind'pre- 
cifely die fame men in Penfylvania, where 
the firft colonics thought only of keeping 
Z X a^ 
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and cultivating the deferts, and in South 
Carolina where the produftion of fome ex- 
clulive articles 6xes the general attention 
on external commerce, and eilabliihes un- 
avoidable connexions with the old world. 
Let it be obfcrved^ too, that agriculture* 
which was the occupation of the firft ftt- 
tlers, was not an adequate means of affimU 
lating the one with the other* iince there 
are certain fpecies of culture which tend 
to maintain the equality of fortune, and 
ethers to deftroy it, 

Thefe are fufHcient reafons to prove, that 
the fame principles, the fame opinions, the 
fame habits.do not occur in all the thirteen 
United States, although they are fubjed 
nearly to the fame force of government. 
For, notwithftanding that all their confti- 
tutions are not fimilar, there is through.thc 
whole a democracy, and a government of 
reprefentation, in which the people give 
their fuffrage by their delegates. But if we 
chufe to overlook thofe fhades which dif- 
tingui/h this confederated people from each 
otherj if we regard the thirteen States only 
as one nation, we fliall even .then obfcrve, 
that 
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that fhe mufl long retain the Impreflion of 
thofe circumftances, which have condudted 
her.tQ liberty. Every philofopher acquaint- 
ed with mankind, and who h^S ftudled the 
fpringe of human a£tion> mud be con- 
vinced, that, in the prefent revolution, the 
Americans have been guided by two prin- 
ciples, whilft they Imagined they werefol-r 
Icwing the impulfe of only one- He will 
diftinguifh, a pofithe and a negative prin- 
ciple, in their legiflation, and in their opi- 
nions. I call that principle poiitive, which 
in fo enlightened a moment as the prefent^ 
Reafbn alone could diftate to a people mak- 
ing choice of that government which fuited 
them the befl j I call that a negative prin- 
ciple, which they oppofe to the. laws and 
ufagcs of a powerful enemy for whom they, 
had contra(ftcd a well founded averfion. 
Struck with the example of the inconve- 
niencies offered by theEnglifli government, 
they had recourfe to the oppofite extreme,-, 
convinced that it was impoffible to deviate 
from it too much. Thus a child who has 
met "with a fcrpent in his road, is not con- ,, ■ 
(ented with avoiding it, but flies far from 
Z 3 the ' 
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the fpoi 'where he would be out of danger 
pf his bite. In England, a feptcnnbd paFr 
Jiamcnt invites the King to purchafe a TtkOr 
jority on which he may reckon for a long 
period J the American affemblics tberrfon 
muft be anntial; on the ot|ier fide ^ th? 
water^- th,e executive power, toouncontrol- 
hd in its action, frequently efcapes tbevi-r 
gilance of die legiflatiye authority j Qn tUs 
continent, each officer, each miniflcr of the 
people muft be under the immediate depenr 
dence of the alTemblies, U> that his firft car« 
on attaining office, will be to court jhe po- 
pular favour fof anew eledlion. Among the 
EngliHi, employments confer, and procure 
rank and riches, and frequently elevate their 
polTeflbrs to too great a height : among 
the Americans, offices neither conferring 
>vealth, nor conlideration, will not, it is 
true, beceme obje(as of intrigue or pur-^ 
chafe, but they will .be held in fo little 
eftimation as to make them avoided, rather 
than fought after, by the moftenIightcne«i 
^itizcns ; by which means every employ? 
ment will fall into the hands of new and 
untried men, the only perfons who cap 
ezpe& to hold them to advantage. 

'"' ?< 
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In continuing to confider the thirteen 
United States under one general point of 
view, we (hall obferve ftill other circum- 
llances which have influenced as well the 
principles of the government, as the na- 
tional fpirit; Thefc thirteen States were at 
firft colonies; novfliefirft nftccffity fel^in 
all riling colonies is population ; I fay in 
riiing colonies^ for I doubt much whether 
that necefllty exiils at prefent, fo much as 
is generally imagined. Of this howevw 
I am very fure, that there will ftill be a 
complaint of want of population, long af- 
ter the necefllty has ceafed j America will 
. long continue to reafon as follows : we muft 
endeavour to draw foreigners amongft us, 
for which purpofe it is indifpenfably necef- 
fary to aiford them every poflible advan- 
tage ; every perfon once within the State, 
ihall be coniidercd therefore as a member 
of that State, as a real citizen. Thus one 
year's refidence in the fame place fhall 
fuffice to eilablifh him an inhabitant, and 
every inhabitant fhall have the right of 
- voting, and fhall constitute a part of the 
IbVcreign power j from whence it will re^ 
Z 4 fult. 
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fult,thatthisfovereignty will communicatf 
and divide itfelf without requiring any 
pledge, any fccurity from the pcrfon whp 
is inverted with it. This has arifcn froqi 
pot confidering the poflibjUty of other emi- 
grants than thofe from Europe, who are 
fuppofed to fix thcmfelves in the firft fpot 
where they may form a fettlement j we 
fliall one day however, fee frequent emi- 
grations from State to State j workmen 
will frequently t^anfplant themfelves, many 
of them will be obliged even to change 
iituatipns from the nature of their employ- 
ments, in which cafe it will not be lingUr 
lar to fee thp eleftions for a diftrift of Con- 
nefticut, decided by inhabitants of Rhode 
ifland or New- York *. 



* Thcra arc various opinions iq America on 
the fubjed of encouraging emigration. Mr. JifftT' 
fen^ for example, a man of profound thought, 
and great penetration, is of opinion, that emi- 
grants from Europe are not deflrable, left the 
emigrants bringing with them not only the vices, 
but the corrupt prejudices of their refpcfttve ancient 
governments, may he unable to relifli that bold uni- 
ycrfal fyftcm of freedom and toleration vrhich Ts 9 
novelty to the oM world : but I venture to think. 
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Some political writers^cfpecially the ixior? 

modern, have advanced, that property alone 

fliould 

tnd truft, tliat fuch emigrations will be attended 
with BO bad confequences ; for wLo will be the emi^ 
grants to a country where there are neither gold nor 
aivcr mines, and where fub(}{leace is alone to be 
obtained by induHry ? Mpn of fmall, or no fortan'es, 
who cannot live with comfort, nor bring up a faniily 
in Europe ; labourers and artizans of every kind t 
qnen of modefly and genius, who are cramped by 
infurmountable obfbcles in countries governed by 
cabal and intcreft ; virtuous cUizens compelled to 
groan in filence under the efFeas of arbitrary power 1 
phllofophers who pant after the liberty of ttiinE^ing 
(or themfelves, and of giving vent, without danger, 
to thofe generous maxims which burfl from their 
hearts, and of contributing their mite to the gene- 
ra) flock of enlightened knowledge; re>igIouB men, 
deprefled by the hierarchial cftablifliments of every 
country in Europe; the friends to freedom ; in fiiort, 
the liberal, generous, and a^llve fpirits of the whole 
world. — To America, then, I fay with fervency, in 
the glowing words of Mr. Payne, who is himfelf an 
Englifh emigrant. — '* O ! receive the fugitives, and 
prepare in time an afylum for mankind." The hif- 
tory of the late revolution too, may juftlfy our 
hopes; for it is an obfcrvation, for the truth of 
which I appeal to faft, that the Europeans fettled in 
America were polTefled of at Uaft ai much energy, 
gild ferved that country with a> much zeal and en- 
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fliould conftitutc the citizen. They are of 
opinion that he alone whofe fortune is ne- 
ceffarily conneSed with its welfare has a 
1-ight to become a member of the State. In 
America^ a fpecious anfwcr is given to this 
reafoning; amongft us, fay they, landed 
property is Co eafily acquired, that every 
workoiaa who can ufe his hands, may be 
looked upon as likely foon to become a man 
of property. But can America remain long 
in her prefent iituation i And can the re- 
gimen of her infant ilate agree with her, 
now flie has aiTumed the virile robe ? 

The following. Sir, is a delicate queftion ■ 
ivhich I can only propofe to a pbilofopher 
like you. . In eftablilhing amongft them- 
felves a purely democratic government, 
had the Americans a real affection for a de- 
mocracy ? And if they have wished all 
men to be eqaal, is it not folely, becaufe, 
from 

tbufiafin in the cabinet, and !□ the fie1d,-as the na- 
tivs Americans} and to fpcak with the Ute Lord 
Chathan, who faid many abAiTd, but more wife 
things than moft ftatefmen, ** they infuted a portion 
tf new health into the conflHutioii'" 

Translatoh. 
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^m the very nature of things, they were 
themfelves nearly in that iituation ? Foe 
to prcfprvo a popular government in all its 
integrity, it is not fufiicient> not to admit 
cither rank or nobility, riches alone never 
/ail to produce marked dififerences, by Co 
pauch the greater, as there ezifl no othvs* 
I<f ow iuch )s the prefent happinefs of Ame- 
rica that fhe has no poor, that every man 
in it enjofB a certain eafe and independence j 
and tfaatif foQK have been able to obtain 4 
fmallcr portion of them than others, they 
^re fo fgrroun(]ed by r^fourccS) that the fu-* 
ture is ipore Ipoked tQ, than their prefent 
fituation, Such is the genera] tendency to 
a ftate of equality, that the fame enjoy* 
fnents which would be deemed fuperfluous 
in every other part of the world, are heve 
coniidered as neceflaries. Thus the falary 
of the workman muft not only be equal to 
his fubfif^ence and that of his family, b^t 
fupply him with proper and commodious 
furniture for his houfe, tea and coffee for 
his wife, and the iilk gown ihe wears as 
pften as (tic goes from home ; and this is 
one of the principal caufps of the fcarcity 
pf labour fo generally attributed to tbewant 

of 
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of hands. Now, Sir, let us fuppoie that 
the increafe of population may one day re- 
duce your artizans to the iituation in which 
they are found in France and England. Do 
you in that cafe really believe that your 
principles are fo truly democratical, as. that 
the landholders and the opulent, will Aill 
continue to regard them as their equals?— 
I ihall go ilill further, relying on the accu- 
racy of your judgment to teftify every thing 
you may find too fubtle or too fpeculativc 
in iny idea. I fhall alk you then, whether 
under the belief of poffcffing the mpft per- 
fect democracy, you may not find that you 
have infenfibly attained a point more re- 
mote from it, than every other Republic. 
RecoUedt, that when the Roman fenate 
was compiled to renounce its principles of 
tyranny, the very tpaccs of it were fuppofcd 
to be effaced, by granting to the people 
Aq^articipation of the confular honours. 
That numerous and oppreffed clafs found 
themfelvcs exalted by the profpedl alone 
which now lay open to a fmall number o( 
their body,the greateft part of them remain-, 
•ed neceffitous, . but they confoled them-, 
felves by faying, w^ may one day become con-i 
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JyJs. Now obferve. Sir, that in yourprc- 
fent form of government, you have not at- 
tached cither fufiicient grandeur, or dignity 
toanyplace,torenderitspoireflbrilluO:riouSy 
ftill lefs the whole clafs from which he may 
be chofen , You have thrown far from you 
all hereditary honours,buthave you bcftow- 
cd fufficient perfonal diftiniOions f Have 
you reflected that thefediflin^lions^fiirfroni 
being lefs confiderable than thole which 
took place among the Greeks and Romans, 
ought rather to furpafs them ? The reafoa 
of this is very obvious : the eiFe<£l of honours 
and diftinftions is by fo much the more 
marked, as it operates on the great num- 
ber of men aflemblcd together. When 
Cneius Duillius, was condudted home oa 
his return from fupper to the found of in- 
flxuments, the whole city of Rome was 
witnefs to his triumph : grant the fame ho- 
nours to Governor Trumbull *; three 
houfes at moft iji Lebanon will hear the 
fymphony. 

• Mr. Trumbull, Governor of Conneilicut, in- 
habits the town oF Lebuion, which occupies a leagu« 
of country, and where there are not fix huufes Ids 
diftant than a quarter of a mile from each other. 
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fymphony. Men muft be moved by fomt 
fijced principle ; is it not better that this 
ibould be by vanity than intereft ? I have 
00 doubt that love of country will always 
prove a povrerful motive, but do not flat- 
ter youriclf that this vrill long cxift with 
the &me fpirit. The greateft efforts of the 
mind, like thofe of the body, are in refin- 
ance; and the fame may happen v/iih 
refpoS to the State, as in matters of opi-. 
oioB, to which we ceafc to be attached, 
when thfiy cc«fe to be contefted. 

Behold many objc^Sf Sir, which bayo 
p^Jed la review before us. We baVfc tmly 
glanced at them, but to diftinguifh them 
more clearly.requirQS more penetrating eyes 
than mine; you hold the telefcope; do you 
apply your optics, and you will make good 
ufe of them . My taflc wil 1 be accomplilh« 
ed, if I can only prove to you that theie en- 
quiries are not foreign to my fulled. I 
ftall obferve then that to know to w!ut 
precife point, and on what principle yoa 
fliould admit the arts and icienceg in your 
nation, it is neccflary firft to u^dcrftand it> 
aaturd teadcncy; for we may dltoEt the 
courfe of rivers, but not repel them to tbeif 
fourcc. 
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fi>urce: Nomr, to discover the natural tea*-. 
dency of a nation, not only njuft we exa- 
mine its actual legiflation, but the oppofi- 
lions which may exiA between the govern- 
ment and prejudices, between the laws and 
hablt6j the re-a£tion, in Aort; which 
thefe dtfierent.moTing powers may produce, 
one upon ^he other. In the prefent in^ 
ftance, for example, it is important to fore-i 
fee to what degree the democracy is likely to 
prevail in America, and whether the fpirit 
of that democracy tends to the equality qf 
fortunes, or is confined to the equality of 
ranks. It is melancholy to confefs, that it 
is to a very great inequality in the di&-i- 
bution of wealth, that the fine arts aro 
indebted :br their moA brilliant eras. 
In the tinie of Pericles, immenfe trea- 
furcs were concentred in Athens, unappro- 
priated to any particular purpofe j under 
the reign of Auguftus, Rome owed her ac- 
quifition of the fine arts to the fpoils of iba 
world, if the fine arts were ever really na- 
turalized at Rome< and under that of tho 
Julii and Leo the Tenth. Ecclefiafiic 
pomp and dehcf, p(iifa«d to the ^ghefjt 

3 ipoint^ 
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point, gave birth to the prodigies of thatf 
fampus age. But thefe epochas, fo cele<^ 
brated in the hiflory of the arts^ are either 
tbofe of their birth, or of their revival > 
and fimjlar circumftances are not necelTary 
to maintain them in the flourishing and 
proiperous ftate they have attained. There 
is one circumftance, however, which we 
have not yet touched upon, and which 
feems indifpenlible, as well for their pr«- 
fervation, as for their eftablidiment. The 
arts, let us not doubt it, can never flourifh, 
but where there is 9- great number of mttt. 
They muft have large cities, they muft 
have capitals. America poflefies already 
five, which feem ready for their reception, 
which you will yourfelf namcj Boftofl, 
New- York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Charleftown. But they are fea-ports, and 
commerce, it cannot be diflembled, has 
more magnificence than tafle; it pays, ra- 
ther than encourages artifts. There are 

two great qucftions to refolve, whether lar^e 

~ towns are useful or prejudicial to Ameri<», 

and whether commercial towns Jhould be 

the capitals. Perhaps it will be imagined. 

that 
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that the firft queftion is anfwered by the 
fble refle6Hon, that rural life is bcft fuited 
to riiankind, contributing the moft to their 
Jiappinefs, and the maintenance of virtue, 
\Tithout which there can be no happinefs. 
But it muft be remembered, that this fame 
virtue, thofe happy difpofitionsj thofc peace- 
able amufements, we enjoy in the country, 
are not unfrequently acquifitions made.ia 
towns^ If nature be nothing for him who 
has not learnt to obfcrve her. Retirement is 
ftcrilc for the man without information. 
Now this information is to be acquired beft 
in towns. Let us not confound the man 
retired into the country, with the man edu- 
cated in the country. The former is the 
moft perfedt of his fpecies, and the latter 
frequently does not merit to belong to it. 
In a word, one muil have education ; I will 
fay further, one muft have lived with a cer- 
tain number of mankind to know how to 
live well in one's own family. To abridge 
the queftion, iliall I content myfelf with ex- ■ 
preffing to you my wifties ? I ftiould defirc 
that each ftate of America, as fair as it is 
prat^icable, bad a capital to be the feat of 
Vol. II. A a goyern- 
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government, but not a coromcFcial city. J 
Ihould defire that their capital were fituated 
in the center of the republic, fo that every 
citizen, rich enough to look after the edu- 
cation of his children, and to talte the 
pleafures of fcciety, might inhabit it for 
ibme months of the year, without making 
it his only rcfidenee, without renouncing 
his invaluable country-feat. I fhould de- 
fire that at a fmall diAance, but more con- 
fiderable than that which feparates Cam- 
bridge from Boflon, an univerfity might 
be eftabUnied, where civil and public law, 
^adallthehigherfciences,niouid be taught, 
in a courfe of ftudy, not to be commenced 
before the age of fourteen, and to be of 
only three years duration. I fiiould defire, 
in fhort, that in this capital and its appen- 
dage, the true national fpirit might be pre- 
ferved, like the facred fire ; that is to fay, 
that fpirit which perfedly aflimilates with 
liberty and public happinefs. For we mull: 
never flatter ourfelves with the hopes of 
modifying, after our pleafore, commercial 
towns. Commerce i& more ftiendly to in- 
., dividual, 
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dividual, than to public liberty *, it dif- 

crtuuuates not between citizens and Aran- 

A a 2 gers. 

* I cannot here omit an anecdote which places, in a 
ftrong point of view, the diflinflion between individual 
and puiUc liberty, made by the mere merchant. In the 
farlypartoflifelfpentrome years In thecompting-houre 
of one of the moll confiderable merchants of the citjr 
of London, a native of Switzerland, for the mode- 
rate premium of one thouf and guineas. This happen- 
ing to be the period of the violent urconflitutional 
proceedings againft Mr. Wilkes, the foreign mer- 
chant differing from the Englilb apprentice, entered 
with zeal into all the meafures of the then adminiAra- 
tion, which, though a republican by birth, he main- 
tained with alt the virulence of the tools of defpotifm. 
The American war followed, and this gentleman was 
no lels adive with offers of his life and fortune, from 
biscompting-houfe in the city, in fupport of the ar- 
bitrary views of the fame fet of men, accompanied 
on all occafians with pofitions defttuflive of every 
idea of public charity. But mark the difference, when 
individual liberty was in quelllon. — Happening to dine 
with Mr. John PringJe, of Philadelphia, in 1782, the 
converfation fell on this merchant, who is at prefent 
one of the firft.in the world, and fome queflions 
were a&ed me [refpc£ling his politics ; my anfwers 
correfponded with what I hare above faid of him ; but, 
judge of my allonilhment, when Mr^ Pringle aiTufcd 
me, fmiling, and gave me atular deownAration of 
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gers, A trading town is a common recei** 
tack, where every man tranfports his man- 
jiers, his opinions, and his habits; and the 
beft are not always the moft prevalent. 
EngliHi, French, Italian, all mix together, 
all lofe a little of their diflinftive chara^r, 
and in turn communicate a portion of it j 
fo that neither defedts nor vices appear in 
their genuine light ; as, in the paintings of 
great artifts, the different tints of light arefo 
blended, as to leave no particular colour in 
its primitive and natural flate. 

Though it feems impoflible to conclude 
tliis article without fpeaking of luxury, I 
have, notwithftanding, fome reluctance to 
employ a term, the fenfe of which is not 
well afcertaincd. To avoid here all ambi- 
guity, I rtiall confider it only as anexpmce, 
abufive in its relations, wbetber with the for- 
tune of individuals, or with their fituation. 
In 

the faS, that America had not a better friend ; pro- 
ducing, at the Ome time, an invoice of a cargo aigun- 
pavider Shipped by his order an joint account, for the 
R/bils of America, at L'Orient, by which this Mr. — j 
of London, cleared near ;^.io,ooo fterlitig ( ! 

Tramsiator. 



ji-vGooglc 



N O B. T H - A M E R I C A. 357 

In the former cafe, the idea of luxury ap- 
proaches that of dilBpation, and in the lac- 
ter, that of oAentation. Let us illuftrate 
this thought by an example.-^If a Dutch 
mcrcbant fpcods his propertyin flowers dnd 
Aiells, the fort of luxury into which he has 
fUIen is only relative to his means, Hnce his 
tafte has led him further than his faculties 
would admit. But if, in a republic, a very 
■wealthy citizen expends only a part of hia 
fortune in building a noble palace, the 
luxury with which he is reproached, is in 
that cafe proportionable to his fituation ; ic 
ihocks the public, in the fame manner as 
proud and arrogant behaviour infpires 
eftrangement and hatred. 

We muft do jufl:ice to commerce, it loves 
enjoyments more than luxury; and if we fee 
the merchant fometimcs pafs the limits, it 
is rather from imitation than natural pro* 
penfity. In France and England, we fee 
fome odentatious merchants, but the ex- 
ample is given them by the nobles. There 
isanotbermore ridiculous, but lefs culpable 
abufe, from which commerce is not free; 
which is, fafhion. This muft doubtlefs 
A a 2^ prevail 
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prevail wherever there are many foreigners; 
f(>r what is ufage amongO: them becomea 
Ja/hiott^vihtn they cftablilh thcmfelves ellc- 
whefe. On the other hand, the nomeroas 
correfpondencies, the intereft even of the 
merchants, which confifts in provoking, in 
exciting the taftc of the confumers, tends to 
eflablidi the empire of faihion. What ob- 
ftacle mufl be oppofed to this- ? I propofe 
this queftton to myfelf with pleafure, as it 
leads me back to the 6ne arts by an indii^A 
road. I Ihall aik, what has been heretofore 
ihe remedy for thofe caprices of opinion 
which have begot fo many errors, fo many 
revolutions? ]^ it not Reafon and Plulofo^ 
phy P Well then \ the remedy againft the 
caprices of the faihion is the fludy of the 
arts, the knowledge of abAradt beauty, 
the perfedtion of tafte. But, what ! Doyoa 
hope to fix the ftandard of that taAe, hi- 
therto fo variable? How often has it 
changed ? How often will it not again 
vary ? I (hall continue to aofwer in the 
manner of Socrates, by interrogating 
myfelf, and I i^all fay. What ridicu- 
lous opinions have not prevailed in the 
world, 
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world, from the time of the Grecian fo- 
phiftstothetheologiansofoardays i Has not 
dtrafon^bowever, begun to refuine her rights, 
and do you think, that when once recovered, 
■flic will ever loiB them ? Why are you fo un- 
reafonabic as to expert that obje<Ss fo frivo- 
lousas furniture and drefs fhould attain per- 
fection before religioaandlegillation. Let 
us never ceafe reprating, that Ignorance is 
jehe.fouree of evil, and Science that of good. 
•—Alas I do you not fee that the Greeks, 
.who had fome how acquired very early, 
iuch jufl notions of the arts and.talle ; do 
you not fee, I fay, that they never varied in 
their modes i Witnefs the Aatues modelled 
at Rome by Grecian artifls ; witnefs the no- 
ble and elegant mode of drefs flit! retained 
:by that people, though living amongO: the 
Tufks. Ere£t altars, then, to the fine arts, 
if yoa w6uld deftroy thofe of fafhion and 
caprice. Tafte, and learn to relifli neftar 
and ambrolia, if you are afraid of becoming 
intoxicated with common liquor?. 

Perhaps, Sir, what Z am about to fay 

fbould only be whifpered in your ear, I am 

going to handle a delicate fubjei!^, I am 

A a 4 venturing 
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venturing to touch the ark. Butlvcafr- 
furcd, that during a three years rciidence ia 
America, theprogrefsof the women's drcA 
lias not cfcaped tpe. If I have enjoyed this 
as a feeling man, if the refults of this pror- 
grefs have not been viewed by me with an 
indifferent eye, my time of life and cha- 
tafter are a pledge to yoii that I have ob- 
ferved them as a philofophec. Well, Sir, it 
IS in this capacity I iindertake their defence, 
but fo long only as things are not carried 
to an excefs. The virtoe of the women, 
which is more produftiveof happinefs.,evcn 
for the men, than all the. eajoyments of 
vice, if there be only real pleafures aiiiing 
from that fource ; the virtue of the women, 
I fay, has two bucklers of defence $ Mie is 
retirement, and diftance from all danger : 
this is the hidden treafure mentioned by 
Rochefoucault, which is untouched, be- 
caufe it is undifcovered. The other is lof- 
tinefs, a fentimeot always noble in its re* 
lation to ourfelves. Let them learn to ap- 
preciate themfelves ; let them rife in their" 
own eftimation, and rely on that eftimable 
pride for the prefervation of their virtue 
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«s well as of their fame. They who lov« 
pnly pleafure, corrupt the fex, whom they 
convert only into an inflrument of their vo- 
iuptuoufnefsj they who love women, ren- 
der them better by rendering thepa more 
amiable, But, you will fay, is it by dcefs, 
and by exterior charmsy that tfaey muft 
eftabtilh their empire ? Yes, Sir, every 
woman ought to feek to pleafe ; this is the 
weapon conferreit on her by Nature (0 com- 
■peniate the wcaknefs of her fex. With- 
out this fhe is a. Have, and can a flave I^ave 
virtues i Remember the word ^tecus, of 
which we have formed decency \ its original 
import is ornament. A filthy and negligent 
woman is not decent, fhe cannot infpire 
Tcfpeft. I have already allowed myfelf tp 
exprefs my opinion by my wi{hes : I defire, 
then, that all the American women may 
be well dreffcd ; but I have no objection to 
ieeing that drefs fimple. They are not 
formed to rcprefent the fevcrity of the ic- 
giflation ; neither ought they to contraft 
with it, and convey a tacit infult on that 
fevcrity. Gold, filver, and diamonds, 
then, Oiould be baniihed from American 
drefs I 
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drefs; what e^cufe can there be for a lux- 
ury which is Dot becoming P But this in- 
jlulgence, Sir> which I have exfHvlled for 
the toilet of the women, I am far from al- 
lowing to the men. I am not afraid Co 
&y, that I ihould have a very bad opinion 
.Qf them, if in a, country, where there are 
Ttetther etiquette ilor titles, nor ptrticujar 
.^iftioftipn^, they ihould ever give into the 
•luxory of drefs ; .a luxury, which even the 
f fcnch have laid afide, except on mar- 
d'iages and entertainments, and which no 
iengcr exi^ any where but in (^crtmof 
i^nd Italy, where certainly yw.^iU Itotgp 
:W fearch of models. 

< ■ ' Qbferye, Sir, that we have imperceptibly 
prepared the way for the fine artSj by re- 
inpving theprincipal obftacles which might 
Jk oppoied to them i for, if far from ren-f 
(dering nations vain and frivolous, they ra- 
jthfi* tend to prcfeFve.thcm from the exceffcs 
&f luxury, and the caprice^ of falhion, they 
can^rtaioly be contidered neither as dan- 
gerpiu nor prejudicial. Still, perhaps, you 
will retain fome fcruple'on the article of 
jluxury i but recollect. Sir, if you plcafe, 
; the 
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the definition 1 have given of it, and if yoa 
refiedt that every fortune which exceeds the 
neceflary demands, infenfiblyprodu£;es fomc 
fort of perfonal riches, fiicb as valuable fur- 
niture, gold and filver trinkets, fumptuous 
fervices of plate, &c, yoa muft perceive 
that this conflant furplus of annual inc(»ne 
would be infinitely better beftowed on 
painting, fcolpture, atid other produ^iont 
of the arts. Luxury, we have laid, is often 
an abujive employ of riches, relatively to 
the condition of him who poffeiTes thetn. 
Now, what oftentation is there in poHciliBg 
a fine painting, or a handfome llatuep Surely 
the parade of a magnificent fide-board will 
be more offcnfive to the figHt of an un- 
wealthy neighbour, than an elegant cabinet 
■ adorned with paintings. I doubt, even, 
whether the man who keeps a mufician in 
his pay, be fo much an objc£t of envy as 
him who maintains race-horfes and a pack 
of hounds. 

But let us go farther; it is not only the 

produdion of the fine arts of which I 

wilh to procure the pofiefiion to America ; 

the fine arts themfelves muil be placed 

within 
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within her bofom. If I an\ defirpus of her 
purcha&ng pictures, it is that &e may have 
painters*; if I encourage hfir to. fend for 
inuliciflns, it is that ihe may become mu*- 
fical in hor turn. Let ber not apprehend 
the &te of the Romans, to whom ihe has 
the apparent pride, but the feal humility 
,to compare herfelf. The Romans, fero- 
cious, unjuft, grafpingfromchira&er, and 
qftentatious 

* America, in her infant ftate, has already burll 
forth into the full fpfendour of maturity in the im- 
mottal paintings of a Ceplef and a f^e^- Further 
glory ftill attends her early progrefs, even in the pre- 
fcnt day, in a Stewart^ a Trumbull and a Brown ; nor 
is PiaU unwDithy of ranlcing with many modern pain- 
ters of no inconfiderable fame ; ages may poffibly not 
clapfe before pofterity may apply to Jmtrica, what 
Mr. T^ehli has (aid, fo happily, heretofore of th; - 
piothcr country. 

See on her Titian's an4 her Gtu4o^i urns, 
^er fallen arts forlorn Hefptria mourns ; 
While Britain wins each garland from her brow. 
Her wit and/reedetn firft, her painting now. 
For lait, let me refer the reader of tafVe to the poem 
oi Mac Fingal, written by another Trumbull ofCon- 
*ie£licut, who is juftly ftiled the Amirican Hudihai- 
.^itf/ii ah intipio pr^ajferit^ acftbi con/let.^ 

TRANfLATOR. 
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oHentatioas from vanity^ were able to pur- 
chafe the mafter-pieces, but not the tafte of 
the arts. The Americans proceeding in 
general from the moft poliOied countries of 
Europe, have not to ftrip themfelves of any 
barbarous prejudices. They ought rather 
to compare themfelves with the Greek co- 
lonies; and certainly, Syracufe, Marfeilles, 
Crotona> and Agrigentum had no reafon to 
envy the mother country. There is ono 
bafe on which, all they who like you are 
equally attached to good talle and to your 
country, may fafely reft their hopes. Your 
fellow citizens live, and will long continue 
to live, in the vicinity of Nature ; ihe is 
continually under their hands ; Oie is al- 
ways great and beautiful. Let them Audy ; 
let them confult her, and they can never go 
flflray. Caution them only, not to build 
too much on the pedantic legiJlations of 
Cambridge, of Oxford, and Edinburgh, 
which have long aiTumed a fort of tyranny 
in the empire of opinion, and Teem only to 
have compofed a vaft clajfic code for no 
other purpofe than to keep all mankind in 
clafs, as if they were fltU children. 

I Thu« 



N Google 



266 TRAVELSItr 

Thus, Sir, you will have the complete 
enjoyment of the fine arts ; fince you will 
yourfdves be artifts : but is it not to be 
feared, than the powerful attradioo with 
which they operate on ienfiblc minds, may 
divert a rifing people from ieveral more ufe- 
ful, though Icfsagreeableoccupations? lant 
hx from being of that opinion ; I think, on 
the contrary, that the moil difttndivc, and 
moft peculiar advantage of America is that 
the rapid advances flie is making are not 
laborious, that they are not due to the ex- 
cefs of labour. Every American has twice 
as much lei&re is the day as an European^ 
Neceifity alone compels our painful efforts, 
and you arc fhrangers to neceffity. Befides 
that, your winters are long and rigorous^ 
and many hours may be well ipared to do* 
meftic fociety ; this reflexion too is appli- 
cable only to the lower clafles of the peo« 
pie. You, who live in Virginia, know 
what time is iacrificed to play; to huntingi 
and the table ; much more than is ncceiTary 
to form a Pbidias or a PofycUtes. 

You will infill, perhaps, and you willaik, 

whether a talle for the arts and letters will 

not tend to render your feUo\y citizens cffe* 

minate ? 
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roinate ? Whether it will not render them 
frivolous and vain ? Whether the national 
charaifters and manners will not neccffarily 
be impaired} and admitting even their uti- 
lity, you will dcfire to have their early pro^ 
grefs, at leaA, condufted with a certain mea- 
fure? I think, that you will find an anfwer 
to our prefent enquiry in many of the pre- 
ceding obferv^tions. But it is time forme 
to eftabli(h a general principle, the extenUve 
confequcnces of which you will develop 
better than I can ; as long as a tqfiefar the 
erts can affimilate it/elf with rural and do- 
mefiic liftt it will always be advantageous to 
your country, dWi/viceverfsi.'^^Public fpecr 
tacles, gaudy aflcmblies, horfc-races, &;c. 
drag both men and women from the coun- 
try, and infpire them with adifguilfor it. 
Muiic, drawing, painting, architedure,^ 
attach all perfons to their homes. A harp- 
iicord is a neighbour always at command^ 
who anfwers all yourqueflions, and never 
calumniates. Three or four perfons in the 
neighbourhood join to pafs the evening to-^ 
gethcr; here is a concert ready formed. A 
young lady.in her irkfome moments,amuies 
herfelf in drawing; when become a wife and 
-4 mother. 



NGopgle 



3«t TRAVELS IW 

mother, (he ftill draws, that flie may inftrutft 
lier children ; and here is another impor- 
tant article, of which I had hitherto tak-cn 
no notice. — Do you wiflj your children to 
remain long attached to you ? Be your* 
felves their teachers. Education augment* 
and prolongs the relation that fubriAs be-^ 
tween you ; it adds to the conlideration, the 
refpeft they entertain for you. They muft 
long be perfuaded, that we know more than 
them* and that he who teaches always 
knows more than the perfon to be taught. 
In America^ as in England, parents fpoil 
their children when they are young, and. 
they abandon them to themfelves when 
they grow upj for, in thefc two nations, 
education is neither enough attended to, 
nor fufiiciently prolonged. Indulgent to 
children in their tender age, the people 
there form thcmintopettydomeftic tyrants; 
negligent of them when they attain to ado- 
Icfcency, they convert them into ftrangers. 
At prefent. Sir, it fecms to mc, that there 
remains no good reafon to hinder us from 
attracting the fine arts to America. Unfor- 
tunately it is not the fame with artifts. I 
do not think I can better exprefs my good 
opinioa 

n,gN..(JN,GOOglC 
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opinion of the Americans, than by declar- 
ing, that they will always incur fome rifk 
in receiving a foreigner amongft them. 
The Europeans, it muft beconfefled, have 
vices from which you are exempt, and they 
are not in general, the beft amongft them 
who quit their country, efpecially whopafs 
the fcas. Let us, however, dothisjuftice 
to painters, and fciilptors, that the afliduity 
of their labours, and above all, that the fen- 
timent of the beautiful, that delicacy of 
tafte which they have acquired, render 
them, generally fpeaking, better than other 
men. — It is different with refpeifl to muGc 
and daneing. Cuftom has thought pro- 
per to place the latter among the fine arts ; 
nor do I oppofe it, fince it feems to im- 
prove our exterior, and to give us that de- 
corum, the fource of which is the refpe6l 
of others, andof ourfelves. But this apo- 
logy for the art, docs not conftitute that of 
its profeffors. Diftriift in general the 
mafters who come to you from Europe ; be 
diffident even of thofe you may yourfelvcs 
fcnd for. It will always be muctf fafer not 
to truft to chance, but to make fubfcrip- 
Vol. II. B b tions 
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tions in each ftate, in each town, to en- 
gage artifts to fix thecnrelves amongft yoBj 
but in this cafe apply only to correipon-> 
dents in Europe on whom you may rely^ 
The commiflion with which you cntruft 
them^ ought to be facred in their eyes, 
and the fmalleft negligence on their parts, 
woald be highly criminal ; yet even they 
are liable to be deceived j and as it is much 
better to defer, even for a long time, the 
progrefs of the arts, than to make the 
ilighteft ftep towards the corruption of your 
manners, it is my principal recommenda- 
tion to the Ameiicans to naturalize as much 
as poffible, all foreign artifts j to aflimilate 
and identify them with the inhabitants 
of the country : to effeft which, I fee no 
better method than by {ending them huA 
' bands and proprietors ; ad fo as to induce 
them to marry, enable them to acquire 
lands, and to become citizens. It is thus 
that by fecuring the empire of morals, you 
will Aill further guard againfl: the eSeGt of 
thofe national prejudices, of that difdain 
which render foreigners fo ridiculous and 
odious. 
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odious, and which refle£t upon the ait it- 
ielf, the diiguft inipired by the artift. 

Henceforward, Sir, let us enlarge our 
views i the fine arts are adapted to Ame- 
rica : they have already made fome progrefs 
there, they will eventually make much 
greater; no obftacle, no rcafonable objec* 
tion can (top them in their career j thcfe 
are points at leafl; on which we are agreed. 
Let us now fee to what pufpofes they may 
be converted by the public, the (late, and 
the government. - Here, a vaft field opens 
to our fpeculation, but as it is expofed to 
every eye, I (hall fix mine on the object 
-with which it has moft forcibly been (Iruck. 
RecoUedt, Sir, what I have faid above, re- 
lative to officers and public dignities; I 
have remarked that a jealoufy, pofiibly well 
founded in itfelf, butpufhed to the extreme, 
had made honours too rare, and rewards 
too moderate amongft you.-— Call in the 
fine arts tOf the aid of a timid legiOation ; 
the latter confers neither rank, nor- perma- 
nent diftindion; let her beftow (latues, 
monuments and medals. Aftoni(hed Eu- 
rope, in admiring a Wajhingfertt a WarreH^ 
B b 3 a 
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a Greene, and a Montgomery^ demands what 
recompence can repay their fcrviccs ^ be- 
hold that recompence, worthy of them and 
of you. Let all the great towns in Ame- 
rica pcfcnt ilatues of Waftiington, with 
thisinfcription: PateR| liberator, de- 
fensor PATRi^i let us fee alfo thofe of 
H(itt£'0^'i(andof^i/<7MJ, with only two words, 

FRIMI PROSCRIFTI; that of i<'r<»l>^/»I, With 

the Latin verfe infcribed in France below 
his portrait — {erip0it coelo fuimek, 

SCEPTRVMQ3TETYSANNJ[,7'rtfn/(^r0r)Scc. 

&c*. what glory would not this refled 
.upon Americal It would be found thai 
ihe has already more heroes, than (he could 
procure marble and arti{ls-—'f* and your 
public 

• This verfc is of that virtuous politician and 
good man, Mr. Turgot. The Tranflatoc has infert- 
cd it, as it Teems by the author's omitting it, to be 
-of too high a flavour for the Frencit cenfiirt. 

Translator. 

I Although it be highly proper to infift upon this 
fort of recompence, it may not be amifs that the 
world fhould know that Congrefs, as fai as oppor- 
.tunity would admit, havt not bun remtfi in be&wiog 
fuch honourable lewatds, which they have decreed 
in different forms on every fuitable occajion to the 
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public halls, your curia, why fhould not 

they offer in relief, and paintings, the bat- 

6-63 ties 

Baron de Katilb, &c. &c. and at marble monnment 
was voted by thit body to the memftry of piy iirtlH- 
ntabk friend Moncgwnery, foon after his glocious fall, 
in the following words : 

EjctraSifrtm the JaurnaU tfCongrtft. 

Thurfday, January 25, 1776. 

*' The Committee appointed to conlider of a pro- 
*' per method of paying a juft tribute of giatitude t« 
** the tnemory oi Gener^ Mdncgomery, brought io 
" tbeic report, which was as follows : 

** It being not only a tributeof gratitude jufily due 
•* to the memory of tfaofe who have peculiarly ditlint 
** gnifted tbemfelves in the glorious caufe of liberty, 
*' to perpetuate tbeir names by the molt durable mo- 
** miments erected to their honour, but alfo greatly 
*' conducive to infpirc pofterity with emulation of 
** their illuAriout a£tion$; 

" Sjfilvtd, That to exprcfs the veneration of the 
*' United Colonies for their late General, RjicHAao 
" MoNTGOMfRY, and the deep fenfe they entet- 
*' tain of ihe many fignal and important fervlces or 
" that gallant officer, who, after a feries of fuccel- 
** fes, amidft the moft difcouraging difficulties, fel} 
•< at length in a gallant attack upon Quebec the 
*' capital of Canada; and to tnnfmit to future ages, 
** as examples truly worthy of imitation^ his patrio'' 
•* #fm, eonduft, boldoefs of enterptize, infupcr- 
r ablq perfcvcrance, and contempt of danger and 
& 
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ties of Bunker* s-billt of Saratoga, of T'remn 
ion, of Prince-town, of Monmouth, of Cotp- 
fen^, 

** death i monument be procured from Perils or 
** other part of fratut, witb ut infcription facred 
** to bif memorjri and eyprclEve of hi> amiable 
'* charxder and heroic atchievements; and that the 
** contii^ental treafurers be dire^etf to advance a 
•* fum not exceeding £.300 fterling to Dr. Benja-: 
*' jamtn Franklin, who is delired to fee this refolu- 
<* tion properly executed, iox defraying the expence 
f* thereof.?' 

Thii rcfolye was carried into execution at Pari; 
by that ingenious artift, Mr. Caffitrst fculptor to the 
King of France, under the dircdion of Dr. Frank- ' 
lin. The montimeot is of white marble, of th<; 
moft beautiful fimplicity, and inexpreffible el^ance, 
with emblematical devices, apd the foUomng truly 
flaffic^I infcription, worthy of the modcft, but great 
piiitil of s Fraqklip. 

To THE GLORY of 

Richard Montcomeily, Major General 

- of the Armies of the. United States of America, 

Slain at the Siege of Quebec 

the 31ft of December, 1775, aged 38 years. 

The academy of infcriptions anjl Belles Retires, 
have compofed medals for the Generals Wafliing- 
ton, Greene, Gates, Morgan, &c. The State of 
Virginia alfu fent for Monfieur Hcudan the ftatuary 
(rem Pari> 10 America ilnce the War, exprefslj^tQ 
|ake a modcl^ in oider to form the fiatue of Geneia) 
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fenst of "Butaw Springs t Thus would you 

perpetuate the memory of thefe glorious 

B b 4 deeds ; 

Wifliington — an example however whidi Congrefs 
do not think proper to follovr, iurii^ thi lifetime 
of the General^ for reafons which may poffibly not 
be dilapproved of, bjr the Marquis de Chyftdlux, cvea 
in fo unexceptionable an inftance. 

Over this monument, the Tranflator who was 
the intimate friend of thit excellent young man, 
fhed wi affedionate tributary tear, when « Paris 
in the year 1777. He had long known and loolced 
up to him with admiration, for he was deep iii the 
fccrcts of his head and heart. Hit attachment M 
liberty waa innate, and matared by a fine education, 
aad a glorious underftanding. The Tranflator 
whilll he indulged hia private forrow at the fight of 
this fad, though ntkAt teftimonial of his friend's 
Cranfcendent virtues, felt his mind awed and over- 
whelmed with the magnitude of the event vrtiich led 
to this cataSrophe, and with refle^ons on the 
.wonderful revolutions, and extraordinary difpenfa* 
tions of human affairs.-^— But a few moathi, and 
he had feen the deceafed hero, an officer in the Terr 
vice of England, an officer too of the moll diftin- 
guifhed merit, who had fought her battles fuccefs- 
fully with the immortal Wolfe at Quebec, the very - 
fpot on which fighting under the (tandard of free- 
dom, be was doomed to fall in armi againft her ; 
but a few months, and he fees his dead friend the 
fubjed of a monument, confefrated to his memory 
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deeds J thus would joti maintain, evea 
through a long peace, that nitional pride) ' 

fo 

, -^ tb« united voice of a fite people, an^. his nnnn- 
meot, aixl his fame, as a vidim to tyranoy* and z 
champion of freedom, conifig^ed to b^ celebrated 
hf zp cndaved fjeoftle, againft whom he bad often 
fought in defcncQ of the fame caufe, in which h$ 
facrifiiced his life. There it a remarkable citcum- 
fiance conneded with his h\\, which merits to be 
recorded. One of Gfeneral Montgomery'^ Aides d^ 
Camp, Was Mr. Maepbtrfitit a moll: promiiing yoyng 
man, wbofc &thcr reHded at Pbiiadclpbia, and was 
greatly diftinguiihed in privateering in the war of] 7 j6> 
This gentleman had a brother in the i&th regiment 
in the Britilh fervice, at the time of MoAtgomery't 
expedition into Canada,, and who was as violent 
in favour of the English government, as this Ge- 
neral's Aide de Camp was enthufiaftic in the 
caufe of America} the latter had accompanied 
his General a day or tffo previous -to the attack in 
which they both loft their lives, to view and medi- 
tate on the fpot where Wolfe had fallei) j on* bit 
return, he found a letter from his brother the Eng- 
lifli officer full of ^e bittereft reproaches agaioft 
him for having entered into th& American fervice, 
and containing a pretty direct wifh, that if he would 
not abandon it, he might meet with the deferved 
fate of a iipbel. The Aide de Camp immediately re- 
turned bim an anfwer full of Arong reafontng in de- 
fence of his conduA, but by no means attempting 
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ib dCceffary to the prefei-vatlbn of libtfrty; 
and you might, without alartning eyen that 
liberty^lavilh rewards equal to the facrificef 
ihe has received*. 

It would be injurious Sir, to you and 

to your country, to infift longer on thefe 

refiedione : my attention is excited by a 

frefh 

to iKake the oppofite pnaclples of his brother; and 
not only free from acrimdny, but full of expreffiont 
of tendernefs and aifefltoo ; this letter be dated, 
** ri-om the fpot where Wolfe loft his life, in fight- 
ii^ the cauie of England, in friai^ip with Amt- 
rica" This letter had fcarcely reached the officer at 
New York, before It was followed by the news of 
bis brother's death. The cfFeA was infUntaneousj 
nature, and perhaps reafon prevailed; a thoufaad, 
not unworthy femiments ru(hed upon his diftref- 
fed mind ; be quitted the Engliili fervice, entered 
into that of America, and fought every occallon of 
diftingufhing bimfclf in her fcrvicc I 

Translator. 
* Mr, Trumhttlly fon to Governor Trumbull of 
Connecticut, who was imprifoned in England as a 
traitor,, whilft he was ftudying painting under Mr. 
Weft, IS now at Paris refiding with Mr. Jeffcrfon, 
^nd his finiflied two capita} pidures of the death 
of Warrtn and Montgomery. They are efTeemed cbtf 
i'cruvrts by all the counoifteurs in this fublime art. 
Translator. 
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frefh obje£l:, but I should regard it alfo as 
an offence, to entertdn an idea that it is 
neceflary to call the attention of America 
to this objcd, you ate defirous that the pro- 
grefs of the fciences alfo ihould enter into 
your deliberations. It is impoHible not to 
foreiee their progrefs in a country already 
fo celebrated for its academies and unlver- 
fities, which rival thofe of the old world 
for its learned men ; I will go further, for 
its men of diflinguiihed genius, whoie 
names alone will mark famous epochas in 
the hiftory of the human mind *. Doubt 
not, 

* Mr. JefTerron in anfwer to a prejudiced remark 
of the Abb^ Raynal, who fays, " on doit etre ctone 
'*■ que 1* Amerique noit pas encore produit un bon 
** poetc, un habile mathematicien, un homme de 
*' genie dans un feul art, ou une feulc fcience." 
Mr. JclFcrfon, amidtl abundance of good reafontng, 
.fiys in anfwer, " In war we have a ffafiingten, 
" whofc memory will be adored while liberty Ihall 
** have votaries, whofe name will triumph over lioie, 
** and will in future ages afTumc its juff station 
** among the moft celebrated worthies of the world, 
** when that wretched philofophy fhall be forgotten 
" which would have arranged him among the dt' 
" gmtraciet of mankind, (fee Buffin's fyflem re- 
** fpcdiiig animals \a America.) Inphjrfics we havf 
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oot. Sir, that America will render herfelf 
illuilrious bj the fcicnceg, as well as by 
her arms and govermnent } and if the at- 
. tentioa of the phUofopber b^ ftUl neceflary 
to watch over theQ)« it is lefs to ^celerate 
than to remove the obflacles which might 
pOilEbly retard their progrefs. Let the uui- 
yerfities, always too dogmatical, always too 
exclofive, 

" produced a FraakUn, thia whotq no one of the 
** prefcnt age has made more Important difcoveriet, 
** nor ha* enriched philoibphy with more, or more 
<* ingenious fdutions of the phenomena of Nature. 
** We have fuppofed Mr. RiitaibntJ* fecond to no 
*■ aflrotnomcr living : that in gemut be muft be the 
" firft, becaufe be is &lf-taught. As an artift he hac 
*' exhibited as great a proof of mechanical genius as 
*' the world has ever produced. He has not, indeed, 
** made a world; but he has b]r imitation approached 
** pearer its Maker than any man who has lived fron^ 
** the creation to this day, &c. Stc." There arc va- 
rious ways, Mr. Jcfferron adds, of keeping truth 
out of iigbt, .Mr. Rittenhoufe's' model of the pla- 
netary fyftem has the plagiary appellation of an ^r- 
rtryi and the quadrant, invented by Godfrey-, an Amt'^ 
rican alfo, and with the aid of which the European 
nations travetfs the globe, is called Hadley's qua- 
drant.— Thus toq, the Tranllator adds, is tbe great 
Cstumbus robbed of the honour of giving his name to 
jimerica ! Tkanslatok. 
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ezcludve, be charged only to Form good 
jcholars, and leave to an utittftrainedphi- 
lofc^y the care ot fostniitg good men. In 
England, the tmirer^ties have laboured to 
ddtroy rcepticiifttf, ^nd from ^at period 
phiiofophyhas been vifibly on thcdeclinej 
it feems as if the Engtifli, in every thin^, 
wifli only for a baJf Ukerty^ Leave owls 
and bats to flutter in the doubtful perfpi- 
cuity of a feeble twilight ; the American 
eagle Ihould fix her eyes upon the fun. No- 
thing proves to me that it is not good to 
know the truth, and what has error hither- 
to produced P— the tnifery of the world. 

As for academies, they will always be 
ufeful, whilil they are very nume- 
rous. fOi academician is a lenator of ihff 
fepubUc of letters j he takes an path to ad- 
vance nothing he cannot prove; he confe- 
crates his life tg truth, with a promlfe to 
facrifice to it, even his felf-love. Such men 
cahnot be numerpus j fuch men ought not 
to be thrown into difcredit, by aflbciates 
unworthy of them. But if academical 
principles tend to make fcience auiliere and 
fcrupulous, the encouragements propofcd 
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to the public ought to excite every mind, 
and furnifh a free channel for opinion. Of 
this nature are prizes propofed by the aca- 
demies j it is by their means that the ac- 
tivity of men'sniinds is diredsd towards the 
mod ufefulobjefta; it is to them that firft 
efforts arc indebted for celebrity j it is by 
them alfo the young man thirftihg for 
glory is Jifpenfod with fighing long after 
her firft favours. The more the fcienccs 
approach perfeftion, the more rare do dif- 
coveries becomcj but America has the 
fame advantage in the learned world, as in 
that which conftitutes our refidcnce. Tha 
extent of her empire fubmits to her obftr- 
vation a large portion of heaven and earth. 
What ofafervations may not be made be- 
tween Pcnobfcot and Savanqah f betweea 
the lakes and the ocean ? Natural hiftory 
and aftronomy are her peculiar appendages, 
and the firft of thefe fciences at leaft, is 
fofceptible of great improvement. , 

Morals are a branch of philofophy lately 
in great repute. As for myfelf, it appears 
that wherever the legiflation- is good, mo- 
rals are Already formed; arid where' the le-. 
giflation 
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Inflation is defeftivct I know not the uie oi 
morals. It is in this ca& in general, as with 
health, little attention is paid to it until it 
be loft. Moralifts too are like phylicians 
and apothecaries, whom a good regimen 
would render uleleis, and who not unfre- 
. quently ferve but to amufe our anxiety^ and 
to treat our imagination. Preferve a good 
government, render the people mild and 
fenfible, and they will make morals for 
tfaemfelves. 

With refpeA to religion, its objed and 
end. conceal it from our obfervations : as 
it confiders not the relations of men with 
each other, but their connexion with God 
alone, its influence ought to be internal and 
perfonal $ and whenever it extends further, 
it is invariably at the expence of public 
order. I cannot, therefore, but congratu- 
late America on being the only country pof- 
felling true tolerationj which has not only 
triumphed over fuperftition, but which 
makes even theenemies of fuperftition blufh 
at the ignominious compromifes they have 
made with her. But that none of thofe ob- 
jeds which intereft you. Sir, may pafs be- 
fore 
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ibte our eyes without inducing Tome re- 
fledionSy I {hall allow myfelf to make one, 
whichj I tnift, will meet with indulgence 
frotn a philofopher. 

All the religions eftablilhed in America, 
iagrec in one very important point ; they 
profcribe all fuperftition, all dependence on 
any external power ; but they agree alfo in 
a practice which Teems to me to have no ne- 
ceflary connection with theProteftant tenets. 
I mean the extreme feverity with which 
they obferve the Sunday. This day is con- 
fecrated to divine worQiip : be it fo ; but it 
is alfo confecrated to reft, and what is this 
repo& without gaiety, without relaxation? 
I venture to fay, that in America, you nei- 
ther know the pain of labour, nor the plea- 
fureof repofe. What a gloomy filence reigns 
in all your towns on Sunday 1 a ftrangcr 
vrould imagine that fome epidemic or 
plague had obliged every one to confine 
him'felf at home *.-^Tranfport yourfelf to 
Europe, 

• Whilft 1 was at Bofton, in 1782, there were 
violent debates in the aflcmbly, and the fenale, re- 
fpefling the duration of the Sabbath— one party were 
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Europe^ and eipecially to a Catholic coun- 
try ; behold, on the &me day, when divine 
fervice is over, the people deluging the 
fquareSy 

for having it confift of fix and thirty hours, eom- 
tnencing at fix o'clock or the Saturday evening, wbilft 
the others InMcd on abridging it to eighteen, reckon- 
ing from the midnight of Saturday, and finishing st 
fix on the Sunday evening; the foriper propofition 
paflcd the aflembly where the country intcrcft pi«* 
vailed, but was thrown o^it in the fenate by die pre* 
dominant intcrcft of the merchants, aided by go<»l 
fcnfc, and the palpable ahfiudity of fucfa a regulation 
- in a comoicrcial country abounding with flrangers. 
Mr. CtHet^ a very fefifible man, and a rich mer- 
chant of Beverley, diftinguifhed bimfclf on this oc- 
cafion by a fpeech full of eloquence and wit. As far 
as my memory ferves mej the fabbath is at length 
wifely limited to eighteen hours } I dy wifely, for 
not even travelling is permitted o[> a Sunday in the 
|ilew England States, infomuch that you arc at every 
jnftant liable to be flopped by force, and tarried by 
the deacmi before a magiftrace, who in(lt£ls a fine, 
and puts an end to your journey for the day. This 
ridiculous and unmeaning austerity, will probably be 
fiiine day put an end to, by the fatal exit of one of 
tbefe bigottcd officers of the church tribunal, who 
p^y poffibly be mifialcen by fame fturdy traveller or 
ftranger, by feizing his horfe by the bridle, for a kmght 
»f the pad; for, pleafantry apart, this is by no meant 
an improbable predi^ion. Translator. 
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fquares, and public walks, and harrying in 
crowds towards the fuburbs, towards the 
neighbouring viUageSj where a thou£uid 
taverns are open to receive them ; every 
where your ear is ialuted with ibogs, and 
inArumental mulic ; every where your eyes 
are entertained with gay and animated 
dances. It is a truly affe<5ting fpedacle to. 
fee the artizan prcfllng towards the Guin- 
guettesf or houfes of entertainment; under 
one arm he holds his wife, dreft in her beft 
array, the other ferves him to carry the 
youngeft of his children, wbilft the re- 
maining one, who is able to walk, failens 
on his mother's hand, and ftrives to follow 
her; this whole family are going to rejoice 
together. If the wine gives rife to fome 
quarrels, they are appeafed by tlie women, 
who prevent that exccfs of drinking to 
which men are but too fubjed; the family 
drink and dance amongft themfelves, and 
this happy day frequently encroaches on the 
night, and always terminates too foon. la 
America, it is ihcreverfe; as, there is no- 
tjiing bvit idlenefs without the refource of 
other fport or dance, the fexes ieparate, the 
' Vol,. 11. C c womta 
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Wpliien at a lofs what to do with their fine 
dre'fs, which has fhone only at the church 
tt meeting, fall into a flate of wretched 
tiftieffdcfs, which is only to be diverted by 
frivolous difcourfe and fcandal j whilft the 
men, weaned with reading the bible to 
their children, affemble round a bowl, 
hot prepared by joy, and at the bottom of 
whicli "they fipd nothing but ftupid in- 
toxication. 

I know not. Sir, whether the following 
principle be that of a philofopher, or only 
of a Frenchman J but I am of opinion that 
ftvery amufcmcnt which fepafates the wo- 
men from the men, is contrary to the wel- 
fare of fociety, is calculated to render one 
of the fexcs clownifh, and the other flovcp- - 
ly, and to deftroy, infliort, thatfenfibility, 
the fourcc of which Nature has placed in 
. the intercourfc between the fexes. 
' Weigh thefe refleiaions. Sir, whkh are 
fiot fci frivolous, perhaps, as. they appear, 
fiteppinefs is only compofed of enjoyments ; 
iiow, Sundays make the fevcnth part of our 
Kves, and if you dcdudt from the people 
Acirdays of extraordinary labour, you will' 
.....: ■ ■£» 
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fee that they conflitute the half of our beft 
thne. Make happy ^3.j$, then, a£ Sun- 
days, give thetn to America, and you will 
have conferred on them an ineAimable 
prcfent. 

Theie obfervations on the fabbatb, on 
the day of repofe which fucceeds to labouf, 
ieem to Apprize me that mine is at an end. 
May it not appear longer to you, .than It 
has to myfelf J and may you, after beftow- 
ing on me fome moments of attention, not 
fe«l too fenfibly the vi^arit of that diflipatioa 
-I have juft been extolling. Recognize at 
leaft, Sir, in this feeble eflay, my devotion 
to your-willt and the ilncere attachment 
with which I hare the honour to be, &c. 
£cc. 

On board the frigate T.'Enierautk, in the Bay Qf 
Chefapeak, the 12th of January, 1783. . 
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'Defcription of the Natural Bridge^ tailed 
in Virginia^ Rocky Bridge. 

ON my return from mjr journey m 
Upper Virginia, I r^etted not hav- 
ing been able to take the dimenfions of the 
J^atural Bridge. I was anxious that fome 
perfon, who was at once a deligner and 
geometrician, ihould undertake an expedi* 
fion to the Apalachians for that &At objed, 
and that he' Ihould be provided with tht 
inftruments neceflary for aecompUihiag iC- 
with accuracy. No man was more capable 
of this than the Barpn de Turpin, Captain 
JD the rpyal corp£ ofGMe; for in him were 
united all thofe branches of knowledge^ 
which are carried to fo jreat a height in the 
corps to which he belongs, with the talent 
of deligning with as much facility as pre- 
cifion ; befides which, he was well enough 
acquainted with the Englifli language to 
difpenfc with an interpreter. I propoied, 
therefore, to the Comte de Rochambeau, 
to charge him with this comnuflion, wfaicl| 
I was confident he would acquit with ples- 

iurp. 

' - t ■ 
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Aire. The General thought that it Would 
be rendering a frelh fervice to the Ameri- 
cans, to make them acquainted with one of 
tho wotiijlers which render their country; 
celebrated, and that it would be pleafafit 
enough for Frenchmen to be the firft to give 
them a preciie idea and a correA plan of it*. 
The Baron de Turpin fet out, therefore, ia 
C c 3 thtf 

* So intcnffing an objeA conld not eTctpe the cii-' 
riofity and obfervatiom of Mr. Jtffirfin\^ He h^ 
mcarured the height and* breadth of the natural 
bridge, of which be fpeaks, in an excellent mcmoit' 
(^mpofed in 1781, a few copiesof which he piinted' 
hft year, under the modeft title of Usttt ttpm Virginia^ 
or rather without any title, for this work has never 
been made public. We hope, however, the preci- 
ous documents on natural pbilolbphy, as well as po- 
litics, contained in that work, will not be loft to the 

f ThefollowiDgiiMr. JirraKiaN'4 teeount of (he Natural 
Bridge a)Iudc4 to in ihij ttMty which I un hippy in being ablQ 
to l«f before the reader. 

" The Niaiaral BriJgr, the moS rublime of Naiqre'i workt, I* 
" an the ardent of a bill, which fecm ■ to have been clovea thro*. 
" it« length bji fone great conTuIfioo. TIm fiOiire, ju& at the, 
" bridge, ii by bine admcariiremenli a/s (eel deep, by other* only 
" S50. It it about 4j feet wide at the bottom, and 90 feet at ib^, 
" topi tbU of courTe dctermioei the length of the bridge, and ill 
" htight from the water. In bretdtli in the niddle ii about 6a 
■< ficel, bnt more at the tndt, and the thickMli of the mab ar the 
" (btnimi (rf (he arch, about 40 feet. A paii of ihii ihickneli i« 
•• C9q|titute<^b]raeMe(Mnb,irticl>|iv«|ra«thtasiaiy larg^. 
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the be^mning of May, apd in ,tjir« weeks 
brought me b^k five plaflSj three pf wh^c]b 
arc 

pafaUc. A vftl-knoira man jof letttn ( luu nuda 
uGs of tbem» "and w« reqomm«i4 tbr ("'■xfal oF a 
work, vbich will fptedUy make its ^ppcsnuioc uadei 
the tftle of Otfervatiens en Virginia. 

" ircei. The retdoci with tbc hjii op ^pf^tidci, i> one Jv'<d ne)i 
** af limclTon^. The ircli approacfies Vhe" fcmi-tllipiical formt 
" bqt the Urpr uii or the ^ipfei, which would be ihc chord of 
** ibearcfa, it itiangr limei longer ihin the tnnrverrc. Though the 
** fi^ V 4be htidgi fTt pfwni^^ ib T«me pirta viM • t>vit>'* 0^ 
" filled Tocki,. jft few »cn haieicJbiuiioD lo walk to iheoii and 
^ look ovei into the aSyfi. You inyol^iuiuity fillonyour bandt 
** and fcfct, creep to the parapet, and loolt over ii. Looking d(>wii 
** fr«Di thit lieight Aout'a mioUic, gt^ me i violeni head-ach. 
•t Iflheyk* (tMfi' the Mp be (xiAful and ifiiolcraMe, thaliroiw 
" below J* deU|^il)d in rfae ciifeati. li i* ImpoftUA Tot tlw 
" emouADi irifii^ ttvm (he lubUne to br fell beyond wlnt Atj 
" are here : on the light of (o beautiful an arch, lb devalc^i fa 
" light, and fpiinging » U were up ID heaven, ihe rapture of (he 
'' fpcQatoris tcally inilcrciibabic 1 Tbc Rflure continuing narroir, 
'* deep, and fitright -for » conftdtraHc' 'di fiance above arfd b«S- 
" low ibe briiJgc, opent a. Ihort but vefy pleaJing view of the 
*' North Mountain on one Hdc, and BI.ue.Rid^e on the other, at 
'* tne diflancc eai^ of them of about five milci. This bridge ii jo 
" the.co^niyof iiiici^ri^r,towhicbitfaasgi.vcD name, andaffbrflt 
*^ a public and ^ammodioui palCagc over # valley, whitb caaaot 
" be croOcd circwtiere foi a conndcra'ble difiance'. The flrcan) 
'• pa^ng under it li called Ce(i»r Creek- Jt is a water of Jamei 
" river, and fi^flicienl, in fhc dricH fcafwo, tP lorn a pill mill, 
" though i|i fountain i| not more fh^n tjiv n)ilei above." 

TRANSLATOR, .. 
f M^nliear DtMtmdrr, in ht« new arlicle of Eiatt Uais in lfa« 
Jail Livaifrn oi.Le Kauvelit Encycliffit^tf afld lite Abbe de AJ(7A«t. 
trlio tc u>^Jluii)[ iliem into frcH^hv ., -_ . ^ . 
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jrq engraved and annexed to. this work, 
T.WQ of them prefent perfpcftivcs^ take? 
i^om the twoildes of the. Natural Bridge^ 
g,nd from the bottom of the valley frani 
whence if fprings. The third is a bird's-eye 
view, and reprcfents a part of th^ country ig 
\Kbich it is. The two others being only 
fuppofed fe^ions of this bridge where .i( 
-holds by the bank, and whit^ jnay be i;Qn- 
^dered as its abutment, I have not thought 
proper to have engraved, to. avoid multiply- 
ing the plates neceHary to t^e given with 
thjs work. As to the dimen,fi,6ns, th^ arp 
as follows, as given me by M* 4^ ^urpin : 

" The Natural Bridge fp^^s,fl^ arch of 
.fifteen toifes (fix feet Englilh) in length, 
of that fpecies we denominate tie Cow's 
Horn i the chord of this arch is fcvcntcca 
toifes at the he^d pf ^/n^n/, jind nine at thia;t 
of\^va/, and ths J'ight arch is the iegment 
of an ellipfe, fo 0at that the imall 'axlt 
Ji "only a twelfth of the large one. The 
mafs of rock and fione wbich loads this 
arch is forty-nine feet folid oh the key qf 
the^reat centre, and tbirty-leven on that 
iofthc fmall one ; and as wo find about thq 
..." C c 4 famp. 
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fame difference in taking the level of the 
bill, it may be fuppofed that the roof is on 
a level, the whole length of the key. It 
is proper to obferve, that the live rock 
continues alfo the whole thicknefs of the 
^rcb, and that on the oppofite fide it is 
only J5 feet wide, in its greatcft breadth, 
and becomes gradually narrower. 

" The wbole arch fecms to be formed of 
one and the fame ilope, for the joints which 
pne remarks at the head o{ jimonf, are the 
efifeQ of l%htning, which l^ruck this part 
In 1^79 j the other head has not the 
jTtnt^left vein, aijd the tniraJes is fo fmooth, 
that the martins, whipB fly round it in 
great numbers, cannot faflen on it ♦. The 
abutments, ' \riiich have a gentle flope, 
are entire j and, without being abfoluft 
planes, have all the poVtQi which j| current 
of water, woyid give to unhewn ftone in^a 
certain ttnie. The foiir rocks adjacent to 
the abutments fee'm to bcpcrfedly homo- 
^gencous, and't? have a. very trifling flope. 
.'The two'rbcks on the right bank of the ri- 
: . . yulct 

* See at the tni of this article x note, which was 
too long to be infcrted uader the text) 
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vulel arc 200 feet high above the furface of 
the water, the intrados of the arch 1 50, and 
the two rocks on the left bank 180. 

•* If we confider this bridge (imply as a 
pifturefque objeifl, we are {Iruck with th« 
majefty with which it towers in the val- 
ley. The white oaks, which grow upon it, 
feem to rear their lofty fummits to the 
clouds J whilfl the fame trees* which border 
on the rivulet, appear like flirubs. As fpr 
the naturalift, he mufl content himlelf with 
fuch obfervations as may guide a more 
hardy philofopher to form fome probable 
conjecture on the origin of this extraori^ 
dinary mafs. 

" From every part of the arch, and of 
' its fupporters, cubic pieces of three or four 
lines dimenfion were taken, and placed ftic- 
ceiHvely in (he fame a(jua fortis; the former 
Were diflblved in lefs than half an hour ; 
the others required mpre time* but this 
mull be attributed to the diminution of 
(Irength of the aqua fortis, which loft its 
adivity ifi proportion as it becaiqe latu-* 
rated. 

♦* We fee that thefc rocks bftng of acal* 
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careous nature, excludes every idea of a vol- 
cano, which befides cannot be reconciled 
with the form of the bridge and its adja- 
cent parts. If it be fuppofed that this afto- 
niOiing arch is the effect of a current of 
water, we muA fuppofe likewife that this, 
current has had the force to break down, 
^imJ carry to a great diflance, a mafs of 500Q 
cubic fathoms, for there remains not the 
flighteft trace of fuch an operation, Th? 
blocks found .under the arcb^and a little be-: 
low it, have their interior positions marke4 
on the collateral penijepts on the fide o^ 
Avalt and arc occafipned by jip other demo- 
lition than that of the bridge itfeff^ which 
is faid to have been ope third wider. * 

" Theexcavationof eight or ten inches, 
formed in the pied droits or fuppbrter, oij 
the left bank of the ftrcam, und?r thefpring 
of thi; arch, lengtjiens it into the form of a 
crow's beak. .This decay, and ibme othe{ 
parts which are.blowp up, give reason to 
p.refi] n^e, that this furpri.zing edifice will on^ 
d^ybcconoe,a,vii3inx.. of that time vvhiqjj 
has deftroyed fo many others." 
r ... -. - ■. ■ Such 
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Such arc the obfervations the Baroi), de 
Turpwi brought back with him, and with 
which he was pleafed to favour me. As 
their accuracy may be relied an, perhaps it 
would he fufficient to tranfcribe them hcrc^ 
and leave the reader to exercife his thoughw 
on the caufes which could produce this fort 
of prodigy. This was in fadl the refolution 
I had taken, when, abandoned to my-bw^ 
powers, of which Iwasj,ufl:lydifBdeht;Iwas 
writing at Williamfburgh, and for myfelf 
ak)ne, the Journal of my lateexpedttion. 
A Spanlrti work, hojvcver, .vifhich felUnt,© 
my hands, confirmed me in the opinion I 
at iirft had -entertained, that it was to thi 
labour only of the Creator that we owe, the 
magnificent conftrudron of the Natural 
Bridge. Tlie opinion of the Count ".dp 
^uffon, whom I have fince confultcd, has 
left me .no doubt upon the fubjcdt. Hi? 
fubiime conceptions of the different epochs 
of nature ^ould h,av-e been fufficient to put 
ine in the w4y ; but the difclple, who 
knows howtqdo juftice to himfelf, is timid, 
even in the application of his mailer's 
principles.. But, whoever has travelled ia 
America^ 
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America, becomes a witnefs entitled to 
depofe in ^vour of that genius whole ora- 
cles frequently meet with too many op- 
pofers. If it be neceflary tq juftify what 
the Montefquieus, the Humes, the Vol- 
taires have £iid on the fatal cffe^s hereto* 
fore produced by fuperflition, by ignorance, 
^d prejudice, we might ftill, in furveying 
Burope, find^ whole nations which would 
prefent to us the pidure of what we were 
300 years ago* Nations, which are, (6 to 
fpeak, the contemporaries of paft ages, and 
the truth of hiftorical fafts would be de- 
inonftrated by thofb to which we ourfelves 
are witnefles. It is the iame iq America 
with refped to the epoch of Nature, and all 
the (documents of natural hiflory. In vi- 
fiting this part of the world, you think 
yourfclf removed back a whole epoch j the 
lower grounds, the plains are watered by 
fuch large rivers,andinterfe£led b/fo many 
creeks j the coaflis are fo frequently divided 
by gulphs, and arms of the iea, which 
feem to condud the waves to the very heart 
of the country, and to the very foot of the 
ViouDtains, that it is impofllble not to bo 
perfuaded 
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fwrfuaded that all this part of the Conti- 
nent is not of new creation, and produced 
entirely by. fucceffive ebbings of the water. 
Qn the other hand, if we obferve that all 
the high mountains form long chains pa- 
rallel with each other, and almoft in a di- 
rciSion North and South j that the greateft 
part of the rivers, which fall into the ocean, 
take their origin in thenarrowvallies which 
feparate thcfe mountains, and that after fol- 
lowing their direction for a confiderable 
ipace, they turn fuddeoly towards the EaftJ 
pierce the mountains, and at length reach 
the fca, acquiring magnitude as they pro- 
ceed ; we fhall be apt to think ourfelves, if 
qot contemporaries, at leaft not far removed 
from that epoch of Nature, when the waters 
colle&ed to an extraordinary height in hol- 
low vallies, were ftriving to break down 
their dykes, ftill uncertain of the means to 
be adopted for making their efcape ; we 
fliall be led to think that the motion of the 
earth on its akls, or the weftcrly winds, 
which in North America corr^pond with 
the trade winds of the Tropics, and of 
which they are pofUbty the cfFed, hava at 
length 
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lengtfe delermined the motion of the waters 
towards the Bail:., .In which cafe, one of 
thefe two circumftances might happenj ei- 
ther tfiat the waters Having exceeded the 
heights of the Icaft lofty fummits which 
oppofed their paflagc, formed a fort of 
gutters, by whict the fuperfluity efbaped j 
or that unable to attain the height of thefe 
mountains, they met with feme fofter parts 
of the greater mafs itfelf, which they firft 
Tapped^ and then entirely penetrated. In 
the firft cafe, if the declivity was very fteep, 
and the rock which ferved by way of aproa 
was very hard, they would form a cataraftj 
but where the declivity was Icfs rapid, and 
the foil lefs compaft, the waters not on/y 
will have formed the gutter which ferved 
them as a paflage, but have overthrown 
and hurried along with them the lands, 
forming them into long^/(^«j, which would 
lofc thgnfelves finally in the plains. Thus 
Hudfon's River, the Delaware, the Potow- 
mack, James River^ and many others, have 
opened ways for themfclvcs to tlic fea, by 
piercing the mountains at angles,- more or 
lefs .approaching t& right angles, and form- 
ing. 
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ing>moreorlcfs, fpacionsvdllics. In the 
Iccond cafe, the waters unable to pafs the 
monntains, unlefs below their iummits, 
muft have left above them a ibrt oi calotte, 
or arch.fimilar to that of theNatural Bridge;. 
But how many chances are there, both that 
thcTc arches muft fall down after a certain 
time, cfpecially when the beds of the rivers 
becoming deeper and deeper, the burthen 
becomes too weighty, and they have loft 
their baies*! 

• Mr. ytfferfoiit in his excellent Nttes m Virginia^ 
fc«ms to lean to thefyftem of Buffm, in the fo]- 
Jowing fublime vid animated defcription : 

** Thecourfes of the (following) great rivers of 
** Virginia, fays he, are at right angles with the 
•* long chain of mountains, known in the Eursptan 
** maps hy the name of the Apalachian Mountains. 
" James and Potama penetrate through all thp - 
*' ridges of mountains eaflvard of the AUeghaney, 
^* That is, broken by no water-courfe, it is in faft 
** the fpine of the country between the Atlantic on 
*' on fide, and the MilGfippi and St. Laurence 
*' on the ether. The p^/Tages of the Patowinac 
" through the Blue Ridge is perhaps one of the 
*' moft llupendous fceoes in nature j you fland on 
** very high point of land. On your-right comet 
"■ up the Sbtnandaah, having ranged along the foof 
t* of the mountains ^n hundred miles to leek a 
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Do we ftill doubt of the probabiljty of 
this hypotheiis? Do we ,wi(h for more 
AtikiBg 



** vtat. On jroar left approaches the 4 
** in qucft of a paflage alfo. In the moment of 
** tbeir jun^ion tbcy rulb tc^echer againfi the 
' ** mountain, rend it aTuader, and pars off t« the 
** lea. The firft glance of this fccne hurries oar 
** lenln into the opinion that this earth hath been 
** created in time, that the mountain^ were formed 
** firfty that the rivers began to flow afterwards, that 
** in this place particularly they have been dammed 
** up hj the Blue Ridge of mountains, and have 
** formed an ocean whicK filled the whole valley; 
** that continuing to rife, they have at length btdten 
** over at this fpot, and have torn the mountain 
" down from its fummit to its bafe. The piles of 
I ** rock on each hand, but particularly on the Sbe- 
" nandoah, thie evident marks of their difrupture, or 
** cvulfion from their bcds> by the moft powerful 
■* agents of ' Nature, corroborate the impreffion. 
f* But the diflant finilbiag which Nature has given 
** to the pi£lure, is of a very different charader. It 
** is a true contrail to the fore-gtound. It is as placid 
** and delightful as that is wild and Cremendoos. 
** For the mounuin being cloven afunder, Ihe pr^- 
*' fcnts to your eye, through the clcfc, a fmall catch 
*' of fmooth blue horizon, at an infinite diftance in 
*' the plain country, inviting you, as it were, from 
' the riot and tumult roaring around, to pals through 
' the breach, and partake of the calm below. Here 
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ftriking tokens, more evident traces of the 
operation of the waters, let us continue to 

*' the eye uUimately compofes itfelf; and that way 
** too the road happen* afiually to lead. You crofs 
*' the Patowmac above the junction, pafs along its 
** fide through the bafe of the mountain for three 
** milesy its terrible precipices hanging in fragments 
" -over you, and within abuut twenty miles reach of 
** Frederic Town, and the fine country round it. 
" This fcene is worth a voyage acrofs the Atlantic. 
** Yet here, as in the neighbourhood of the Natural 
** Bridge, are people who have paflcd their lives 
V within l^alf a dozen miles, and have never been to 
** furvey tbcfe monuments of a war between rivers 
" and mountains, which mull havefhakcn the earth 
•* itfelf to its centre." 

Mr. CbarUs Thampfam^ Secretary to Congrefs, in an 
Appendix to Mr. Jefierfon's work, adds the following 
remarlcs on the fame fubje^. I^e, reader will pac- 
don, I am confident, the lengtl^j^ tbcfe extract from 
a work fo highly intercfting, anclwhich is;iot yet given' 
to (he public. 

" The reflexions," fays V^t. Thoropfon, "I was 
*' led into on viewing this paffjgc of the Patowmac 
V'. through the Blue Ridge, were, that this country 
" mull haye fuli^ed fome' violent convulfion, and 
** that the face sf it muft have been changed from 
" what it was probably (bme centuries ago : that the 
" ^rolcen and ragged ^ces of the mountain on each 
", lif|e the r^ver, the tremendous rocks which are left 
**. with am end fixed in the precipice, aad the others 

Vol. n, D d travel 
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travel in Arfiericai let as gtf iflto:th«f-*ifci- 

tiity 'of the Ohio, on the banks of thd ri- 



** jotting out} and fbcmiffgljr naA^ to fall for vtini 
** of-iiipport; the bed of che river for feventl milci 
*' below aUirti£t(K} and filled with the loofe ftones 
** carried ficom this moand ; in Ihorti evct^ thing oh 
".* which you caft yoor eye, evidently dcmonflrates i 
** difrupture and breach iii the monntain ; and thafj 
** before this happened, what is now a fruitful vale 
*' was formerly' a great lake or col)e£Koii of wdter, ' 
" nhicb poffibly might have Hwefofmed a iWighty 
** cafcade, or had its vent to the ocean by the Suf- 
*' quehanoa, where the Blue Ridge (cetai to tertni- 
Viute. Befidet thia, there are other pHttstif this 
** country which bear evident tIaceS of a lilee cotrtbl- 
*f hon. Frotn the bed accounti ] have b^en able to 
^ obtain^ the ^lace where the Dela\t^re now flows 
", through thie Kittatinny mo'tilAtiin, which isa con- 
** tisuation of what is called 'rike North Ridgie or 
*f MfDntain, wai not its original cour(e« but that it 
« paffed through what is now called, «* The Wind 
** Gap,'' a placrfeveral miles t<> the Weltw'ant, and 
*f above an hundred feet higherihan the preftnt bed' 
•* of the river. This Wind Gap is about a nrile 
•' broad, and the flones in it fuch as feem to have' 
*l..heen waihed Jbr ages by water ritnning over them. 
*V Should this have been the caf£, there m«ftha^re' 
*<. been a Isi^e plaice behind that mountain, and by 
**: fome- unconnnon fwrell of the Waters, ofby foine" 
**■ convuirioii of. Nature; the river ouift k'sivtxfeiiti" 
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ver kiiituckc; we may there obfervewhat 

ibiibW's, or rather what the ceceiit hiftorUn 

D d 2 ^ of 

" ftsway through a different part of the mountalni 

** ab'd meeting tdere with lefs obAruftion, carrie4. 

*• away with it the oppofing mounds of earth, and. 

*• deluged the country below with the immenre coU 

•' leHioh of waters to whicH this paflage gave vent. 

** There' are 'ftill remaining, and daily difcovered.^ 

** innumerable* inffances of fuch a deluge on both 

*' fides of the river, after k paffed the hills above the 

*' fails of Trenton, and reached the Champaign. 

*' On the New Jerfev fide, which is flatter than the 

*' Penfylvania fide,- all the country below Creflwick- 

•' hiJis feem's to have been overflowed to the dillance 

" of from ten to fii'teen miles back from tfie river,, 

" and to have acquired a new foil by the earth and 

** clay brought down and mixed with the native fand. 

*' The fpot on which Philadelphia flands evidcnt- 
" ly appears 10 be made ground. The different 

'* ftrata through which they pafs in digging to wa- 

** ter, the acorns, Teaves, and fometlmes branches 

" which arc found above twenty feet below the fur- 

" face, all fecm to demonflrate this*. I am in- 

*' Fiom an accuraie topogmphical ebfervaiion'of the noun*' ' 
ninoiu piru of Englind, and otlier countiiei', on tfae(e priaci* 
pica, might wc not be able to (blve varioui pbxnonieiia wlucb 
prcfeal ihemfclvcs in [he pbini bordeiing upon 'rivert, thai ii to 
{ay, within rcacK of ruth a fuppored overflow 6f watersj the 
quantity o( large Talid oak-timber, for example, found iu Wa&er ' 
CaUiery near Ncwcallle, on the bank* of tbi tiVcT Tyne, at tte 
jtcodigloQtdcplbaf ISO iirfiD(fll. . TRAKSL^roa. 
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of ihat country * has written. " Amongft. 
*' the natural curiofities of this territory, 
" the 

*' fornud that at York-Town in Virgina, in the 
'* bank of York river, there arc different ftrataof 
** fhells and earth, one above another, which feeoi 
*< to point out that the country there has nnder- 
'* gone fcve.-al ch:inges, that the tea. has for a fuc- 
*t ceQion of ages occupied the place where dry land. 
*' now appears, and that the ground has been fud- 
** dentjr raifed at various periods. What a change 
** would it make in the country below, fbould the 
*' mountains at Niagara, by any accident, be clefr 
** afunder, and a pafTage fuddenly opened to drain 
** off the waters of lake Erie and the upper lakes \ 
** While ruminating on thefe fubjet^ls, I have often 
" been hurried away by Fancy, and led to imagine 
" that what is now the bay of Mexico was once a 
" champaign country, and that from the point or 
*' cape of Florida, there was a continued range of 
** mountains through Cuba, Hifpaniola, Porto Rico, 
** Martinique, Guadaloupe, Barbadoes and Tri- 
*' nidad, till it reached the coaft of America, and 
** formed the fhores which bounded the ocean and 
" guarded the countiy behind: that by fume cotxr 
•-* vulfion or ihock of Nature the fea bad broken 
** through thefe mounds, and deluged that vaft plain 
" till it reached the foot of the Andes ^ that being 
•• there heaped up by the trade winds, always blow- 
"- leg 

• Mr. Filfon, whofe^rk is lately tranfiated into 
French. Trariiator. 
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" the winding banks, or rather the preci- 
•* pice of Kentucky, and of the river Diek, 
•* merit the firft rank. The aftoniflied 
•' eye beholds, almoft on every fide, 3 or 
•* 400 feet of a calcareous rock, perpendi- 
** cularly cut; in fome places a, beautiful 
*' white marble, curiouflylhaped inarches 
." or in columns, or piled upon a fine 
•* ftone for building. Thefc precipices,' 
** as I have already obfcrved, refemble the 
** fides of ■ a deep trench, or d" canal, the' 
** earth' around being level, except in the" 
** courfe of the rivulets, and coverfed with 
** groves of red cedar; you can on^y crofs" 
•* this river at certain places, one of which 
"-is Worthy of admiration : It is a high-' 
" w^y formed by the buffaloes, and wide' 
D d 3 ■" enough 

** ing from on^tjuarter, it h^d Found its way back, as 
•' it continues to do, through the gulph between Flo- 
" rida and Cuba, carrying with it the loom and fand 
'* it may have Tcooped from the country it had occu - 
** pied', pait of which rt may have depofited on the 
** fliores of North America, and wiih pare formed the' 
•* bants of the l^ewfoundland. — —But thcfe are only 
•• the vifions of Fancy," The Tranlla or adds, but 
tbey are the fublime viftons of a great and enlrghteneJ 

mini, TaANsiATon. 
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" entjugh for waggons, i^ a i^cptle Jlfff e» 
•* from the fummit of the&.ot,Qf .^.y^ry 
'* liecp eminence, clofe to the river above 
*' Lees-Town," 

]^ut let us confult Don jo/e/iJt d'jJlloa, 
Silrijady fo celebrated by his Voyages.^ he 
is the author of the above-mentioned Spa- 
nifli book, entitled, Noticias uimerpcanas-, 
in which ht ^ives very curipus and mimitc 
(lefcriptioAs of all Spanilh America. la 
the article I api going to IranQate, he be-, 
gins by remarking a very fenfible di&rcDce 
between the mountains in America, fituat* 
ed under the tprrid zone, and thofe we ob- 
fprvc in olhcj* parts of the globe; for al- 
though the height of the latter be often 
very conGderable, as the ground rifes gra- 
dually, and their combined fummits form 
immenfe countries, they whainhabit them 
may be ignorant of their elevation above 
the level of the fea ; whereas thofe of Ame-. 
rica bein^. feparated, and ip to fpeak,clovcn> 
their whole height, give inceflantly the 
idea, and even the meafure of their prodi- 
gious altituJe. " Inthispart of the worlds 
*' adds he, the earth is interfered by pro-; 
•' fottod 
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V: foH^d tKHflxs {fue^nf^oi) of, a -very 
^' cppfidprable .width, fince they form the 
" fejj^ration ef the mountaiiis from e?ch 
" other, and .fjarm. frequently 50 openingi 
" pf^morpibaqtwb leagucs^^^tthe upper 
*-' partof themii This ^^wkre^jjeeor^es cpn-* 
" traiftai' in profjortioli JiS..lbey.pre more 
" flr.left profolind;; iSnd, it is!iR.th<s.botFpm 
'* of this kind of rallies that the rfsere 
V.< flpw, whjfii almpft reguUriyocp.qpy the 
" miWJe; kayiflg' an equal .extent of Icyel 
" grouojj.oneijcblideof-tbeift. But wh^t 
■' is msft rsm^rkiifele, is, that the angles 
**: -or fi.nupfi ti^ fomKd by thef? riyers, cpr-» 
:' raCpQ?^ pprfc^ly with thQfcwe:obfervB 
"' to the ^-ightaod leftjin the.iegiaents of 
';* thefe [fountains ; fo that if wc cpt:^14 at 
*-' once bring together the two fides of thefii 
-* yallies, we (bould have a . foli4 .mafsj 
".without any interruption. The rivers 
*';pwrfue, their courfe in thefe embank- 
" ments, until they reach the plain, and 
** from thcnpe. the oc^an. In this latter 
" :part (^ their career, their b^d is not deep, 
" and their hott<?m is near4y on a Icvd 
**,. with the fea. Thu? it-piay in gcoeral 
D d 4 '* bQ 
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" be remarked, that the more lofty the 
" inountains of the Cordelliers, the more 
•* profound is the bed of the rivers which 
" flow through their vallies." 

" In the province oi Angaras^ amongft 
" the lufusNaturee,v/iih. which thefccoun- 
•* tries abound, there is one which me- 
" rits particular attention. This jjrovince, 
'* which is a dependency of Guancaveltca, 
** isdividcd into feverat departnients i in 
*' oneof thefe-departments, called Coniacaj 
*■* is the fmall village of Vinos, fituatedat 
** nine' leagues ^iftant from • Conatca. 
*' About midwaybetweenthem.isa moan- 
'V tain Ifnown by the name of Corofunta: 
*' On arriving at the foot of this moun- 
** tain, yoii enter into a cleft, or if you 
*' will, an opening, through which flows 
f* tfee. rivulet' of ChafU^ncas\ this rivulet 
*' enters an embarkment, the breadth of 
** which is fr6m twenty to five and twenty 
" feet, and its height upwards of forty, 
*< without being perceptibly wider at the 
**: fuperior than the inferior part. This 
'* gap, which is occupied in its whole 
« width by the ftream, -forms the only 
*' commu- 
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"communication that exifts between ^'/'ntfj 

*• and Comaca. You can only crofs the ri- 

** vcrinthofeplaceswhere,asIhave already 

•* faid, the evening is'twenty feet broad; 

•* and you^rc obliged to crofs it nine times, 

■* taking advantage of thofe places where 

" it departs a little from the rock, whfch 

*.* only happens where it has formed fdme 

"" finuofities; for when its courfe is direft, 

** it exaftly fills the opening throughrwhich 

** it pafles. This trench is formed out of 

" the live rock, and with fo miich regu- 

" larity, that all the prominent parts oT 

** one fide" correfpond perfeftiy with the 

** recipient parts or indentures of the other 

'* in its whole height; infomiich that it 

" might be taken for a canal cut exprefs- 

" ly for thepaffage of the water, and' 

" which had been executed with fo com- 

" plete a fymmetry, as that the two fides 

** might exaftly fit each other, without 

*' leaving the fmalleft interftice between 

** them. There is no danger in travelling 

** this road, for the rock is too folid to 

*' give any apprehenfion of its crumbling, 

♦* and the fmall river is not rapid enough 

** to 
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'-•jto^miyinger boats i yet it is difficult to- 
**:fupprefs a fentimcnt of tecror, od find- 
*.'. ijagyourfclf engaged in this narrow gap,- 
*'iiie}wo fides of vyjiicb, frppi ibeir per— 
". ^& coricijpondeoce, prefcnt t^c idea of. 
V.a-ibox half opened for a mqmcnt, ;an(i 
**: always ready to clofe upon you." . 

„:*; ;The:Cavjty I havf been defcrijaing. 
"; }P i(9 Py??''?,*^®:^0'^ worthy our obfer- 
", yatiqOi^as-^t tpfy be Igolced. upon as a. 
** ^}p^plt , W; F3f jmple of ;whft the yallies of 
^', the Cocdil^jy^^^c bpen, H(heq in ttieir 
^o9?Wy* ^'Wgr.tjid aot exceed the depth of- 
V-rfl^sj fof-tijfir^des, whid) np,^ fiorrp a, 
r,gf!tit\f- flop^ .>vpre then doubfif^ .per- 
y. pendjcijlarly cut, and it -was ijqt ijntil 
«j-,the waters . undermined th^m'tpia great 
V depth,, that the upper parts beigg over-* 
•J-Io^dedjhaye jOicceflivelycrutnhled doffa, 
';\ . Jhis analogy is even con^rmed by the 
*-.' .^ccay to be. obierved in t^e eoibankn 
Y- p>^t fornied by the C<6<ii;>//4Z||£^/; awafte 
" -.PfiSftfio/i?^ by tjifi flow anji fucceffive 
o- ofiT^jft of the rains aod froft, and the 
'-..^^'^ip^sf rodpced by the fun, biif which* 
V, 4C$.}$f? f^nfi^je there tji^n eliqvyjier^, be- 
rt ■' *' caufe 
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** caufe the rock is harder, more.fo^lid, 
•' and more continuous, not being infec-^ 
" ruptcd by any bed of earth, or other 
" ipatter eafily to be diflblved or cruqibled* 
V Every thing therefore leads to a cpUT 
•* clufion, that the waters alone have form-* 
" ed this canal in the forpi wq now fee it, 
*' and th,at they will continue to aujgrpeni 
'J f^s depth, fipce we know that time aloM 
" is fu^cient to reduce the hafdcft ftpu* 
f* ^o a fine and almoft ijijp crceptible fapdj 
" and that this progress is already difcoyer* 
" able frpoi the little ff^ments of ftona 
*• yiiibl£,at the bpttoro of ,tbf river, as well 
** as fT9m thofe it.oarries to the plaiaj 
•' whei^ vfinding a jnor^ e:^tenfivc range, it 
•* begins, to enlarge- it^f^rfeqc," 

" y/bether we attribute the origin of 
" this canal to the fri£tijon of the waters 
"which have gradu^ly deepened it,; or 
" whether wefuppofe tjie mountain tQ t^v« 
** been rent afunder by^n parthqpsdc?, fo 
•* a$ to open a ncwpgl^e for this river 
?* which flowed antecedeptlyin another di- 
** redipn J it is ftill c^rt^in tb»t fu.ch an 
<* apertgre canjiot Wcexjdcd at the epo- 
" cha 
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" cha immediately fubfequent to the dc- 
•' luge. It is the fame with refpedt to the 
" largerembankments of this kind, known 
** by the name of ^ebradas^ and which are 
" frequently to be met with in the upper 
" ■partof SouthAmerica. It is evident that 
" they have been formed equally by the la- 
**■ boiir of the waters; for on the one hand, 
*' we know that the rapidity of their cur- 
"' rent is capable of wrenching off ftones 
** of an extraordinary fizc; and on the 
** other, we have manifeft proofs of the 
■* continual effort made by them to deepen 
•'- their bed, an effort the traces of which 
•'■ are difcovcred in the huge blocks they 
*' have formed into the fliape of dice, or 
** cubes, as oftcnas the rocks oppofc too 
" much exigence to them to admit of their 
** dividing anddearing away thewholc ex- 
*' tent of the bottom on which theycxcrcifc 
" their aiftivity. In the Txvct o( Ifucbaca^ 
** near the village of that name, is a hrge 
" mafs of ftone, of a regular fquaVe form, 
** and each fide of which may be above five 
^" and thirty or forty feet. When the wa- 
'* ters are low, it rifes five- and- twenty 
" feet 
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feet above their level. But to account 
for the form of thefe large cubic maffes, 
as well as of other ftnaller ones, which 

■ are often to be found in the bed of ri- 
vers, and which are all regularly (haped, 
wemuftfuppofe that thewaters have fuc- 

■ ccffively torn and wrenched off the rocks 

■ by which they were furrounded, thus 
' leaving them fingle, and ifolated, in their 
' prefent formj but this only until the 

■ beds of the rivers becoming deeper and 
' deeper, the waters meet at their bafes 
' with fome veins of earth or other mat- 

* ter eafy of dilTolution j for in that cafe 
' they will undermine and unfet them, 
' (fo to fpeak) fo as one day to difplace 
' them entirely and hurry them along. 
' Thefe maffes, once in motion, will (hock. 
' either thofe on the banks, thofe they 
' meet with in the bed even of the ri- 
' ver, which breaking and being reduced 
' to various maffes of lefs dimenfion,. will 

* be the more eali.ly drifted. Suchiswith- 

* out doubt the origin of all thofe ftones 

* we fee under the water, or on the banks,. 

* foipe of which are very fmall, and others 

" fo 
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" fo eti'orriibus, that no human effort' is 
. " able to remove them. As to theextra- 
** ordinary profundity of thofe valHes or 
'• ^ebradast one example will be fuffi- 
'* cient \o give aft idea of it. The town 
" of Guantjelica is built in a valley form- ■ 
** ed by different chains of mountains ; 
" the baromerel" there flands at eighteen 
*** inches, one line and an half (this mean 
" term is taken between eighteen inches 
"and a quarter, and eighteen inches one 
** third, which form the greatefl variation 
" of the barometer at that place j) accord- 
•* ing to this height of the mercury, the 
•* ctevalion above the level of the fea 
** fhclild be 1949 toifes. On the fum- 
** mit 6f the mount.iin in which is the 
" mine of /Ifoguh, a fpbt ftill habitable, 
** and which is itfelf as much lower than 
""other adjacent heights, aS it is higher 
•* than the town of Giianvelka, the nier- 
" cury only ftands at fixteen inches jufl:, 
** vchich gives 2337' toifes above the level 
•* of the fea, and about 500 toifes for the 
" depth bf thz^eh-ada^'oT valley of Ga<J«- 
'* -jc/ica, which fsems to be no dther than 
" the 
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^'' the deepaaea .bed of tfte ■ riv« -we how 
*• fee flowing thrtfugb theHiiddle ofit^- . 

After fo manyobferV«iorl6ortthe&Stra- 
ordiharjreffeflsof the waters* haVeWen<k 
fome foundation for fupfo^ngthat the- Na- 
tural Bridge is alfo their prodH&ion, ini 
ought wc not to regard -it as a fopt of ^fri 
iraJaf When tKe -valHes of fhe A^paldi 
chians were OHly vaft lakea, in which: the 
waters were retained- prifoners, this littlt 
valley, whofe depth they traverfe, may hav« 
ferved as a partial refcrvoir, wherein- they 
have remained even after thofe of the Ja^e 
yalliq's made their efcape. Themaft of tl^i; 
rock out of which the Natural, Bridge, is 
excavated, may have ferved them as- a bar.* 
rier ; but whether it be that they haVe fiot 
rifcn to the fummit of the rock,^ cr wjier 
ther they fucceeded morecafily in fapping 
the lower part of it, they will in either cafe 
have left fubfifting that immenle gap whicK 
form the arch fuch as w'e novv fee it. . If 
wottld be.ufel^fs, and perhaps raili, to en.-, 
deavour minutely to e£|^ain'the manner in 
Vrfiich the beriding of this vauH bas.beett 
fo regularly'' traced 6ut -, but the caufe once 
undcrHood, 
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'.underftood, all the effcfts, .however varied, 
and however aftonifliing th^ may appear, 
muft have the fame origin. We may ob- 
:fcrvc befides, that the greateft bend of this 
vault corrcfponds with the angle formed by 
the valley in this place, infomuch that the 
rock feems to have been the more worked 
upon, as the effort of the waters have been 
more confiderable. However this may be, 
I leave every one at liberty to form fuch 
conjeAures as he pleaies *,. and as I have 
. faid 

• Mr. yefftrfotif after fpeaklng of the above palTige 
oF the Spanilh author, difF^rs from him and from 
the Marquis de Challcllux, in theii reafoning on 
Ae probable caufcs of iti prodiiSion, as follows: 
** Don UUoa inclines to the opinion, that this 
*' channel has been effefled by the wearing of the 
*< water which runs through It, raihcr than that the 
<* mountain fliould have been broken open by any 
** convullion of Nature. But if it had been worn 
*' by the running of the water, would not the rocks, 
'* which form the fides, have been worn plain ? or 
** if, meeting in fome parts with veins of harder 
" ftonc, the water had left prominences on one 
*' fide, would not the fam^ c^ufe have fometimcs, 
** or perhaps generally, occalioned prominences .oa 
" the other fide alfo? Yet Don Ulloa tells us, 
*' that on the other Jide there are always corrrfpond- 
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laid above, my dcfign has been lefs to ex- 
plain this prodigy C>f Naturd, than to de- 
icribe It with fuch accuracy as to enable 
the learned to form a judgment on ths 
fubjea *. 

** ing cavitiesi apd that thefe tally With the protnl- 
*' nences fo perf«A]y, that, were the two lides to 
** come together, they would ht in all. their iitden- 
** turesj trithout leaVing any void: I think that 
** this docs.not refemble the «fie£l of running wa- 
** ter, but looks rather as if the Wo fides bad part- 
*' ed afunder. The £d<;3 lof the breakj over which 
** is the Natural Bridge of Virginia, cotilift of a veiny 
** rock which yields to time, the correfpondencs 
•' betweeti the fatient and re-eiitering inetiualities, 
** if it exifted at all, has now difappeared. This 
** break has the advantage of the one defcnbed by 
** Don Ulloa in Us fincft circumftance, rto pt^tion 
'* in that inftuice having held together; during the 
*' reparation of the other parts, fo at to form a bridge 
•"* over the abyfs;" Translator. 

_ * They who wilU to forth in eka^ idei of the 
NMnril Bridge^ muft not judge of the ground plan 
tif it; from the afpcd prefented t>y its fegments in the 
two iandfcapes Which are engravedi The grouitd. 
over which travellers pafs is almoft level, but the pa- 
1-apeti foimiid by tht; focKs are not fo j hEftdes that 
their declivity is exaggerated by an Optical eifedt, the . 
views having been taken from the banks of the rivulet, 
and very hear the bridge;. 

Vol; II. E e N O T E; 



N Google 



4i8 TRAVELSIN 



NOTE. 

Though the fpfing was far advanced when I vtfite j 
the Natural Bridge, and it was then the aothof Apri>, 
1 do not recoIle<£t having feen a fwallow of any kind. 
Mr. Le Baron de Turpin did not go tbither till the 
15th of May> hy which time the nurtins, which ap- 
fear later than the fwallows, had had time to arrive; 
hut 1 have reafbn to think that the bird be facFe'dC' 
fcribes, is no other than the fuiallaw with the white 
mnpy and which is improperly called a martin In 
fbme provinces of France. 

I fliall take this opportunity- to obferve, that the 
hird, caHed in America a martin (martinet) is a 
peculiar fpccies, not known in Europe* and which 
is no where dclcribed, not evea in Catefiy^ at leaft, 
if he means this bird, in fpeaking of a Carolina 
tfiartin, which he calls the ptirph martin *y uhfor- 
tuDately I am not To able as I could wifh to fup- 
ply this deficiency. Many rcafons have prevented 
ne from profiting by my refidence itv America, by 
abandoning myfelf to fuch obfervations as the trr* 
iing knowledge I have gained of natural . hiftory 
would have allowed me to make. In fad, the ]it< 
tie room affigsed evea to general officers for tranf- 
^rtiog 

* PticrXalm, > SvcdiSi tiavelTer, w^o hu ccMiiDly net bu^ 
fyiting of df tails, (pull very fucciDfllj of ibii biid : be ogt 
even obfcrvcs ihat the female ii not of tbg famE colsur wiib (be 
male, and {erim 10 confound rt wiib (be European, whfcb b« 
(alls ibe Englifi martin. See v*h|iM UI. p. 1*3.. Gcmu 
£dilioft. 
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porting thdjr cfi«^, on our departure from Europe, 
did not allow me to carry any more booka than 
were neccfiary for the political and military know- 
ledge of the continent} whare I was going to make 
war, and it vfu beyond my powers to work froia 
memory, and after my own ideas ; befides that, I bad 
conceived an erroneous notion, that every thing was 
already known and written on a country fo well 
underftood and to much frequented as North Ame- 
jica. I found, too late however, that I was de- 
ceived I the little fuccefs attending my efforts to de- 
rive fome advantage, either from my own curioiity, 
or front the information of fome perfons I em- 
ployed, have convinced me, that it would even 
now be of great u(e to fend a little caravan, com- 
pofed of naturalifts, geographers and defigncrs, to 
America. But whilft this projeQ, which has already 
been propofed, is carrying intoexecution, Ifhallhere 
fubmit a few obfervations I have made on the martix 
of America. 

This bird differs from our European martin in 
its form, its colour, and its manners ; in its form, 
as its body is pretty large, and fimilar to that of 
many other birds of different fpectes, fuch as the 
blackbird and theflarting: in its colour, becaufe if 
the male be quite black like other martins, the fe. 
male is of a cindery grey, a little clearer than that 
of our fimiale blackbird, whilft its breafl: is of a 
dirty and mixed white ; in its manners, for that in- 
Aead of being wild like our martin, it is ftill more 
jamiliar, and more domeftic, if poffible, than our 
chimney fwalIow< The Americans bare an almoft 
£ e 2 iupcr- 
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fiiperftitiou5 refpe^ for thefe birds ; not ontf io 
they prepare for them, at the commcnceaient of the 
. Jpring, earthen pots lilcc thofe we affix to our waits 
to attract the fpairows, but they fufpend, beneath 
the projeAion of the roof, little cages for them to 
build in. The moie credulous of the Americans fay 
that thefe birds bring good luck to the houfes thaC 
they viiit ; the moft fcniible imagine they are ufeful, 
not only in deftroying the fliesj which are very trou- 
blefbme in' fummeri but bccaufe by their boldnels 
and their cries they drive away the birds of prey, 
when they come to attack the poultry. Thefe ani- 
mals are fo familiar, that with a little adrmtnefs, one 
may take them with the hand i their fong Is fac 
removed from the difagreeable cry of our martin ; 
it refcmbles rather that of the chimney fwallow, but 
is much more melodious. I never law them but at 
liberty, for I confcfs that having a hundred times 
refolvcd to kill at leaft one or two of them, that I 
might infptEt them mocc narrowly, I never had the 
courage) fo much did I refpcft the kind bofpitality 
afforded them^ and which they accept with the lame 
confidence. 

I do not know why Catefhy calls this bird the 
purpU martin^ for I have never obferved the flighteft 
ihade of that colour in their wings ; thofe of the 
male are of the moft beautiful black, and as I have 
already faid, thofe of th; female are of a cindery 
grey upon the back, and the belly is white, mixed 
with grey. If this bird was not a bird of paSage, 
and a bird, which like all thofe of the fame fpecies, 
mult travel very rapidly, it would- appear probable, 
that 
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tliat in apj>roaching tbe tropics it alTumes a purpls 
colour. For we remark a fenftble difference in the 
manner in which different birds, of the fame fpecies, 
are coloured as they approach nearer tbe tropics, or 
tbe equinoctial line. The humming-birds wc fee 
ia Virginia, and which proceed even into Penfyl- 
vania and the Jerfeys, are of a grey colour, and 
their neck alone difplays tbe colours of tbe ruby, 
whjlft tijofe of Guiana and Brazil difplay, in their 
whole plumage, tbat brilliancy which Nature bas 
beftowed only partially on the others. No fpe* 
^es would furniQi more examples of this progref- 
J)on in brilliancy and integrity of colours than tbat 
of the ftarlipg, were not thefe birds emigrants, and 
Cpul4 we b^t know with accuracy from what coun- 
try tbofe fwanns arrive which "we fee in the fpring. 
The moft beautiful variety of thefe fpecies is the 
bjackilarling, called the ^/afi^iVi/ in America : when' 
perched be appears quite ^lack, but in tbe folds of 
bis vdngs be has feveral feathers of a very lively 
red, but fliaded withal, fo as to be compared only 
to the carbuncle} s^id, inhisflight, his brilliant co- 
lours produce an eSeft fo much tbe more agree- 
able as it is unexpe£t^. Another variety imme- 
dt>cely follows, in tbe grey ftarling, which has alfo 
feveral red feathers, but fewer in number, and of a 
Icfs lively i«il ; a third is of a brown colour Inclin- 
ing to red, fometbing like tbe ben pheafant: it has 
^fo in'tbe fold of the wings three ftathers abfolutely 
red, but of a gloomy red, and without ccl3tj a 
fourth fpecies, in fllort, would be abfolutely fimilar 
tq Qitr ^.urppean fiarling, had it oot^ at the fold of 
E c ^ the 
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the wing, three or four rcddilh feathers, which feem 
to attell its American origin, and may be regarded as 
the facings of an incomplete uniform, but which is 
fufiicient to indicate to what army this legion belongs. 
There is every reafon to hclieve, that if we could 
afccrtain from whence thefe birds come, which appear 
only at the commencement otthc fpring, throughout 
North America, and even in Virginia and Carolina, 
. we fhould be able to determine that the greater or lefs 
brilliancy.of their feathers is owing to the greater or 
lefs height of latitude they inhabit during the winter. 
We read in natural hiftory, that the ftarling is not a 
bird of palTage j this may be true, of Europeaii Itar- 
llngs, but I can affirm, that from Bofton to the bay 
of Chefapeak, I have never feen one arrive but at the 
end of winter. 

I have not fpolcen of a fort of fiarling not men- 
tioned in the natural hiflory of' SnfFon, but vi^ich 
is to be feen in the King of France's cabinet, and is 
dcfcribed by Catefby i it is with this however I {hould 
have begun, as being the bird which has led me to 
this long digreffion. It is called in America thc_/?tfr- 
Hng crow. Tins bird is a great deal hrger than other 
fiarlings, and on confidering its beak, one is tempt- 
ed to rank, it with the' jackdaw; but there is no 
doubt of Its being a real flarling, of which it has 
the cry and the manners ; it dwells in niarflies, and 
mixes with all the fpecies of ftarlings I have men- 
tioned. Its colour is of a mixed and changeable red, 
which affords, according to the manner in which 
it is enlightened, bluiih and purple fliades: haw 
it is probable enough that thefe birds, whofe colour 
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is originaUy black, may acquire, from the vicinity 
of the fun, thcfe purple or blue fliades which we re- 
mark in the ftarling crow; and in this cafe it is 
poflible- that the purple martin of Catrfby may exift 
in South Carolina, though I have never feen it 
in Virginia : but tt would ftill be difficult to ex- 
plain why this martin, whafe origin muft b; more 
foutherly, fliould not extend his emigration as far 
as Virginia and Penfylvania; for though we have 
obfeived that ftarlings are birds of paflage in 
America, thetr emigrations muft be^ diflinguilh- 
ed from thofe of the fwallows and the msr- 
tins. There is a great appearance that the darlings 
content themfelves with retiring in winter to the 
neighbourhood of the lakes and rivers which abound 
between the Pacific ocean and Atlantic, from 35 to 
33 degrees of latitude. It is enough for them, in 
fi&f to avoid the frofl which would hinder them 
- from finding fubfiftence in the matOies j whereas the 
fwkllows mull return to countries where volatile in- 
fedls do not ceafe to fiuttdr in the air during the 
winter. The following obfervation however was 
made by Mr. Fleming, Chief Juftice of Virginia, 
a man worthy of credit, and refpeftable in every 
point of view j Re alTured Mr. Jefferfon, that on a 
winter's day, as he was occupied in fuperintcnd- 
Iflg the felling of fome trees on* 9 fpot he was 
about to fow, he was furprized to fee fall, with a 
large cleft oak, a great number of martins, which had 
taken refuge and were benumbed in the crevices of 
the tree, as bats are found in holes of rocks and 
caverns, i^o^s this hQ, which it is difficult to con- 
E c 4 teft. 
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tcft, prove that martins do not emigrate like quajls 
and ftorks ; or only that a lazy troop of thele birds, 
h-ving delayed their departure too long, were fur- 
prized by (he froft, and compelled to feck ap afylum 
for the winter ? 

Since I bav^ fufiercd myfelf tp he led into tl^e dif- 
culEon of fubjei^s relative to natural hiftory, I 
Ihall not terminate this long note without adding 
anoUier article, on which however I can throw no 
new light, as it has been treated by the Count de 
BuSbn ; but where I Ihall have the f^tisfa^ion at 
leall of coniirming, by irrefragable proofs, what 
was revealed to him by mere dint of genius alone; 
happy to find at once the opportunity of render- 
ing 3 particular homage to the moll illuflrious man 
of the age, and of boailing of that friendfliip which 
bas fo long connected us ; a frieti^fhip ajready of aD- 
cient date, ftnce it is coeval with my admiration of 
bis immortal works. We know that one of the moft 
interaHing articles of the hinory of quadrupeds, is 
that' of the efeffum. Obfervation difcovered, that 
the female of this animal has under its belly a 
fort of pouch in which it carries its young ones i 
that they are never feen out of this pouch, before 
they are able to run about and feck their food, and 
that they remain, until that period, alvrays attached 
to their mother's teat: ^ut ignorance and credulit]^ 
had adopted all forts of ridiculous tales refpe^tng 
the manner in which generation is pcrfotmed be- 
tween thefc animals. I found the opinion eflabllfli- 
ed in Virginia, even amongft phydcians, that the 
TOUpg of the opoITun) came out of tl^eir mother's 
■■■■■■' ' " belly 
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\xttjhy the teats. Their extreme fiqallpers, at tbc 
jnoment of their birth^ ploije could give fan^lien 
to this opinion, which anatomy would fo eafily 
haye belted, on the flighteft attention. My iirB; 
occupation in the winter of 17S1 to 1782, was tp 
procure ^ome of thefe uiimah, and have them dif)- 
^ed,ed. ^r. Robillard, iirft furgeon to our army, 
j^d one of the moft expert in France, was pleafe^ 
toundertake it. Haying dilTe^ed a male and female, 
}k found the organs of generation iimilar to thofp 
of other quadrupeds, with this only difference, that 
be obferved a bifurcation in the glans penis of the 
male and the clitoris of the female, and that he dif- 
covered in the matrice of the latter a fort of par- 
tition oj- mcdiafiii>e, which divide^ it into two de- 
partmentSf but without being continuous enough 
jbr the two c'vitjes not to be fepar^te from each 
pt^er, Thia ^u fyfficient to con6rm and to ex- 
plain the noft eflTentjal articles of a defcription^ 
which Mr. D'Aubenton had an opportunity of ukihg 
only from one which yfU preferved in fplrits of wine, 
^ut Mr. de Buffon, who with admirable fagacity con- 
cluded, that Nature, in fqt^ag this animal, had 
proceeded in a peculiar manner, and given it the 
faculty of repfoducii^ itfelf, intermediately, fo (0 
Ipeak, between that of quadrupeds and that of birds, 
jn order th^t tl;e brevity o( geflation might cor- 
reliwnd with their long incubatioq in the poucl| 
they are preferred In i Mr, dc Buftbn added : ** No> 
** body has obfervtd the length of the geftation a( 
*' thefe animals, which we prefume to be much 
*' fbpiter than in others j and as this prenutur^' 
*' exclufion 
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»• exclufion il an example fingular in Nature, we 
■•• exhort fuch as have the opportunity of feeing 
** opofTums alive in their native country, to endea- 
** vour to difcover how long the females bear them, 
*■ and hov long alfo, after their hirth, the young 
*' remain attached to the teat before they quit It. 
** This obreivation, curious in itfelf, may become 
** ufeful, by pointing out to us poffibly fome means 
*' of prcferving the lives of children born before 
•* their time." here the inttrpretir of Katun, as h 
often happens to Allatic drogOmans> was under the 
neceffity of diving into bis mafter's thoughts before be 
attempted to exprefs them in intelligible language; 
l>ut when the interpreter is both minifter and con- 
£daat, it matters little whether he tranfiates or pro- 
nounces of himfelf; accordingly, the only appre- 
tienfion I had was of not being able to procure the 
means ncceffary to prove to the Americans a truth 
of which I was myfelf thoroughry perfuaded. For 
to attain this objed, it was nfcceflary that tame opof- 
fums fliould be brought to copulate in this domef* 
tic Hate, or rather ftate of Hxtttj ; it teas neceflary. 
that this anion fitould be produ^ve, and that we 
fiiould have an opportunity of obfnvlRg the refult. 
Now, nobody in this country had eVcr thought of 
rearing one, and we could only obtaiti thofc caught 
by the foldiers in the woods. I had pofleScd one,' 
which was bccdme very familiar, biA I had fent it 
to'theComtc dc Buffbn, in theflrigate i'fl"mi»'»»ws 
tfie Comte de la Touche, whb cDmmafided it, hav- 
ing been fo kind as to charge himfelf with feveral 
animals and other otijefls of natural hiflorylwifii' 
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cd to fend to Europe. But chance fortunately 
fupplied me better than I could have been by all 
my endeavours : The Chevalier d'Aboville, Briga~ 
dltr dis Armttt du Ret, and commander of our ar- 
tillery, availing himfelf of our prefent fiate of re- 
pofe, employed, in augmenting his knowledge in 
phyfics and natural hiftory, the fame talents, and 
the fame aflivity which had been of fuch emi- 
nent fervice during the campaign. He reated at 
his houfe fcvera] animals, and amongft others 3 
female opofium, which he had the good fortune to 
fee conceive, become a mother, and bring up her 
young in his own houfe, nay even in his own cham- 
ber. I cannot do better than tranfcrjbe the obferra- 
tions be made, and with which he has been pleafed to 
fovour me. 

'* The opofTum, fays he, is more timid than un- 
traiaable, and very readily becomes lame. I had a 
file one fome time before I could get a male. At 
firft flie appeared to be afraid of him j and, to avoid 
a quarrel, I tied up the new comer in a box near 
my chimney. The female enjoyed the full liberty 
of the chamber, where fhe had llkewife a box from 
whence fhe came out only at night to eat and 
drink, and void herfelf. The eveningof the fecond 
day, after the arrival of the male, wbllft I was 
writing before my fire, I faw the female advance 
flowly towards the box in which was the male, 
run under my bed, come towards the box, 
and return, advancing each time a little nearer, 
and at length became hardy enough to enter the 
box of the male, who, i«fiant1y, threw himfelf 
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upon her with fuch precipitation, that having hi.« 
therto obfervcd him very indifiercnt, I concludn) 
it arofe frdm anger. I drew her out, and beat 
him. A few minutes after flie returned to the 
charge* and the male hearing her approach, came 
out of his box, and the length of the cord allows 
ing him to join her on the middle of the hearth, 
he fell upon her with the fame impetuofity, and | 
foon perceived, that as the female was not afraid, I 
ought not to meddle with their aiFairs. She was 
fquatted, and the male upon her, with all his feet 
refling upon the ground, and both of them in a ftatc 
of perfeft immobility. I regarded them in this po- 
fition near half an hour; I palled my finger between 
(hem, and could perceive that ther^ was nQ intro- 
milSon. My prcfence did not feem to embar^afs 
them intheleaft; but that nothing might interrupt 
them, I went to bed. The fire before which I left 
them, gave light enough for me to obferve them, 
which 1 continued to do for above half an hour 
in bed, and faw them fllll remain immoveable. 
I clofed my eyes for a few moments, and the female 
had mounted on my bed ; 1 carefled her, and pair- 
ing my hand towards l^er pofteriors, found them 
wet, from whence I concluded, that notwithlland- 
ing appearauces, the a£): of copulation had been fully 
compleated, and the next day 1 found fome fpots 
upon the floor, which were a fccond proof of it. But 
I was foon confirmed in my opinion, by the change, 
1 perceived in the pouch of the female. They cou- 
pled on the 7th of February, and ten days after I 
(emark^d that the edge of the orifice of the pouch 
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Was rather thicker } this appealed more fenfibly the 
following days, and I obfcrved that the pouch alfo 
became larger, and its aperture more widened than 
before. The night of the 20th, that is to fey, thir- 
teen days after the copulation, ibe did not leave the 
box till the night was far advanced, and then only 
to eat, and drink, and void herfelf, after which (he 
returned immediately to her box, fo that I bad not 
time that day to continue to obferve the prc^refs 
of the alteration in her pouch. The fourteenth day 
cowards the evening, feeing that flie did not come 
out of her box, I put my hand into it, which tbs 
greatly carefled, licking it, and gnawing it very 
gently; flie embraced my fingers with her little hands, 
and endeavouring to retain mine when I attempted 
to withdraw it { I gave her fome pieces of meat, 
which ihe ate, continuing to carefs my hand, and 
-ieeing that fiie could not retain it, flie determined to 
follow, it, and cune out of her box (Hll keeping hold 
of my linger. I was anxious to examine the pouch, 
and the change I perceived in it convinced me, that 
J had loll much in having milTed obferving it oiie 
day, and that I had fuffisred the moft interefting mo- 
ment to efcape. This pouch, which had been gra- 
dually widening the preceding days, was then af- 
moft clofed, prefenttog only a fmalt round aper- 
ture, in the middle of a cavity fimilar to a navel. 
The orifice of it was rather moifl, and the hair 
round the orifice was wetted with a glairy humour 
common to the anus -and the vagina. Itfeemed to 
UK as if I could flill have been able to introduce 
one of my fingers into the pouch ; but I thought 
that 
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thar this could not be efieded without forcing the 
palTage, and hurting it, perhaps too', without <le- 
firqying the delicate embryos it contained. The 
£fceen(b day, whether it' was that my impatience 
£0t the better of my fear», or whctber the orifice 
of the poa/A was really more open than the day 
before, I introduced my finger, and found, at the 
bottom of the pouch, a little round body, which ap- 
peared to be of about the itze of a pea. The mo- 
ther, who bad before allowed me without much 
difficulty to put my fingers io her pouch, now be- 
came very unquiet, and endeavoured to efcape, which 
prevented me from examining with fufficient accu- 
acy to afcertain whether the body was fpherica], 
whether it yrat adherent, and if there were fcvexal 
of them ; but it zf^tcared to me adherent, and fituac- 
cd on one fide of the pouch, from whence I con- 
cluded that there was a fecopd upon the other fide. 
The fixteenth night flie only came out to eat, and 
returned immediately. The feventecn^h day in ^e 
evening fhe came out, and on examining her 
pouch, 1 found two bodies fituated at the bottom, 
the one befide the other, and adherent to the body 
of the mother; their volume did not exceed that 
of a pea, and as far as I could judge of their form, 
by the touch, it appeared to me to tefcmble that of 
a fig, with the fmall end implanted in a bafe of 
the form of a fegoKnt of a fphere, and exhibited 
to the finger, inequalities upon its furtacc. Al- 
though I had felt only two bodies, I had no doubt 
of this pouch containing a great number. The 
twenty- fifth day «fter the copuUtioni coofc^uentl; 
the 
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the twelfth of the refidence of the young in the 
pouch, I began to feci them move under the finger, 
and a month af^r the fecond epocha, I could 
plainly difcover them on half opening the pouch. 
Fifteen days later it remained naturalljr open enough. 
to fee them freely : and at the end of two months, 
the female lying down, and the opening of the 
pouch, heing in a more lax iituati<Hi than when One 
walked, the young ones were partly out of the 
pouch, and might ealUy he reckoned : they were to 
the number of fix, all holding to the mother by a 
canal which enters the maw of the young one* 
and which cannot he withdrawn, but by fuch vio- 
lence as might dellroy it, if this fhould happen at an 
early period ; for the young one is then unable to 
take hold again of the teat. But when fix weeks old, 
it c^n refume it by flrong fu£tion, the aperture at the 
end of the muzzle being barely large enough to re- 
ceive the pap, which is about two lines in length, and 
the fize of the fecond or third cord of a violin. The 
opoiTum notwithfianding has a very wide maw, but 
as it remains attached to the mother. Nature has 
joined the two jaws by a membrane, which dries 
up and difappears as foon as the young one is three 
months old, at which term it b^ins to eat and to 
walk. 

'* The number of the young varies greatly; I have 
feen females with ten or eleven, others which Jiad 
only five or fix. There are never more paps than 
young ones, and when they are weaned, thefe paps 
dry up, and detach themfelves, as in other animals ; 
the us'bilical firing detaches ijEfelf from the young, 
I with'- 
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with this difference, that the latter prcferve tbe mar^ 
of the fpoc where the firing was, whereas the femate 
dpolTuin retalni no trace of the points where the 
teats have been) and which are not, as in other an!-' 
nak, placed in two parallel lines, but irregularly; 
apd as if by accident. It appears as if they formed 
themfelves in thofe places where tbe embryos hip-' 
pen to touch the mother's belly when ihe has con- 
veyed, them into her pouch, fucceffircly, as Oie lajj 
them ; ^r that is the moft proper expreffion, undere^ 
ioped embryos being eomparabic orAj to eggs." 



THE END, 
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